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YAMAGATA MUNICIPAL SPORTS CENTER

B I B ILFHE ST Location ~Yamagata City, Yamagata Prefecture |
BEF LT Owner,”Yamagata City
RETE MR Bt ANREFIMRETEBR Architects, ~ Toshio Honma & Associates “
A4t BEIRE Nikken Sekkei, planners, architects, and engineers
MIE KRS BESHAE Contractors, ~Kumagai-Gumi Co., Ltd.
RFERRIKA S Ando Construction Co., Ltd. : N Ry
A S HRIHE Ichimura Komuten Co., Ltd.
Mt FTRE Chitose-gumi Co., Ltd.
¥4t FAEAE Asada-gumi Co., Ltd.
HERRIEKASH Maruyoshi Kensetsu Kogyo Co., Ltd.
HRERRMER AL Sasahara Kensetsu Co., Ltd.
INEFRE MR 4 Ono Kensetsu Co., Ltd.
W T 1989% 3 AI5R Completion Date,”March 1989

5183  Archery building.

EE5E Facade. Y7 HERBMIE  South side of the sub arena. X AFBREY THRBEROMNOIEBZER  Exterior between the main arena & the sub arena.
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AA>T')—F Main arena.
RiE#% Exercise hall.
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7 4EM3BE  3rd floor of the second gymnasium.
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The Yamagata Municipal Sports Center will be the central venue for
the event the Benibana National Athletic Meet in 1992. Selected in a
competition, the design for the complex was developed by the local
Toshio Honma & associates and Nikken Sekkei planners, architects
and engineers, one of the largest enterprises of its kind in Japan.
Such joint endeavors, which seem likely to become a viable option
for the design of regional public facilities, are especially significant in
that they make good use of the characteristic traits of both members
of the partnership.

The large and small roofs of the sports center become more
conspicuous as the viewer approaches. The large roof of the first
gymnasium, which seems to spread its wings as if to cut off part of
the sky, is especially impressive. A plaza with gently flowing lines
connects the first and second gymnasiums and the archery building,
making them suggest a connected range of mountains.

Neither too heavy nor too light, the balance among the parts of
the building contributes to an architectural expression that appeals
to the local population. No doubt the ready familiarity they enter-
tain for the sports center is in part the outcome of a similar balance
between a local architectural office and one of the largest design
organizations in the nation.

Local color and refinement are the two most praiseworthy aspects
of the design. As is fitting for a regional public facility, the building
blends beautifully with the range of mountains in the background.
Important elements in the success of this harmony are the roof
forms and white walls, both derived from the image of the Yamagata-
style storehouse or kura. Clean-cut, neat, and unaffected in every-
thing from distant views to details, the sports-center exterior
produces a brisk, refreshing impression.

Inside, locally produced cast metal and laminated wood from trees
thinned from nearby forests contribute still further to the local-color
mood. In addition, their use was good for local industry.

The efforts of twenty-one joint ventures in various aspects of the
construction deserve special mention. Although different com-
panies were responsible for the first gymnasium, second gymnasium,
archery building, and dormitory, total integration is so great that the
entire complex might have been the work of one firm. Praise must
go to local enterprises, whose technical level is as high as that of their
larger urban colleagues, and to on-the-site supervisors who regulated
the efforts of all participating organizations.
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