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Localities where sharks were witnessed (%1-3) and caught (@1-4). Refer to Tables 1 & 2 for detail data.
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Fig. 2. SIEMOBBHTRMENTAS5TH Hemitriakis japonica

Hemitriakis japonica caught at off Hiketa, Harima Sea.
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Table 1. B/IRARFSEICHIDI96ERDOY XBRKR
Status of shark witnesses in waters around Kagawa Prefecture in summer, 1996
: Sign Shown  Estimated
Date Locality AR 1. body oeeln Status

14 Jul. 1996 off Oda Bay *1 3~4 Swimming in water surface near fishing baot
Skin being dark gray, obviously different from a dolfin

28 Jul. 1996 East of Shodo 1. *2 5~6 Swimming in water surface by fishing baot
Body being large, skin being whitish gray

21 Aug. 1996 North of Ogi I. *3 4~5 Swimming in water surface by fishing baot
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Carcharhinus falciformis caught around Kagawa Prefecture. A-D accord with the sign shown in Fig. 1 and Table 2, respectively.
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Table 2. SNIRGFHECHTDI996FHOY XFWRT

Status of shark catches in waters around Kagawa Prefecture in summer, 1996

: Sign Shown Depth(m)of Catchin, : TL BW
Date Locality 1% Fig. 1 cparl)ture site methodg Species (cm) (kg) Sex
10 Jul. 1996 off Hiketa @A 25 Drift gill net Himitriakis japonica 108 5.06 Female
10 Jul. 1996 off Hiketa ®OA 25 Drift gill net Carcharhinus falciformis 97  5.77 Female
22 Jul. 1996 West of Shonai Pen. @B 15 Fixed shore net Carcharhinus falciformis 102 6.71 Male
24 Jul. 1996 East of Shodo I. eC 3 Set gill net Carcharhinus falciformis 89 4.95 Female
28 Jul. 1996 East of Ozuchi I. @D 40 Swing gape net Carcharhinus falciformis 97 5.65 Male
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Abstract

First records of two species of shark from
the Seto Inland Sea, Japan

Koji Yokogawa & Atsuko Yamaguchi

(KY : Kagawa Prefectural Fisheries Ex-
perimental Station, 75-5 Yashimahigashi-
machi, Takamatsu, Kagawa 761-01, Japan ;
AY : Department of Fisheries, Faculty of
Agriculture, University of Tokyo, 1-1-1
Yayoi, Bunkyo, Tokyo 113, Japan)

Two species of shark, Hemilriakis japo-
nica, Triakididae and Carcharhinus falci-
formis, Carcharhinidae were first recorded
in the Seto Inland Sea. One individual of H.
japonica (108 cm TL) and four individuals
of C. falciformis(89-102 cm TL) were caught
around Kagawa Prefecture in summer, 1996.
In addition, there were three occasions
of witness of large sharks around the
prefecture. H. japonica might be originally
distributed in the Seto Inland Sea because
it has wide distribution even in the Bohai
Sea where the water temperature, in the
winter, falls lower than that in the Seto
Inland Sea. C. falciformis, however, prefers
very warm waters, thus, it is difficult to
believe that it is originally distributed in the
Seto Inland Sea. The information from
obtained four individuals of C. falciformis
and three witnesses suggests a possibility
that one or more pregnant C. falciformis
females entered the Seto Inland Sea by
chance and parturition occurred, explaining
the subsequent capture of new born sharks.
Since C. falciformis is regarded as a dan-
gerous species to human beings, taking
caution when it appears near a bathing
resort is recommended.



