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Wooden Spades in Ancient Japan

Ichir6 YawaTa -

Rice agriculture in Japan goes’ back to the

early days of the Christian era with the commen-
cement of the “ Yayoi” culture age type of pot-
tery. Rice fields in those days were more swam-
py and farming utensils suitable to the agri-
cultural methods in such swampy fields were de-
veloped. Most of them were made of wood and-

assumed the form of a spade. In those days there

were various forms of spades, such as those

of the paddle type, the so-called “fumi-zuki”
or shovel type, and those with a broad blade.
Hoes were still in their primitive stage, not to
speak of ploughs which were also known among
the people at that time.
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