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The origin and connotations of Japanese word
’Kagakugijutsu” (science and technology)

HIRANO Yukihiro

[Author Abstract] The word "kagakugijutsu” (science and technology) is now widely accepted
in Japanese society and used in everyday life. On the other hand, some of Japanese scholars
still feel uncomfortable with the word and avoid it intentionally in their writings because they see
some controversial connotations in it. This paper intends to look for the origin of the word, the
original meaning of it, and the historical background at the time when the word appeared in Jap-
anese society. And the connotations of the word and their values and senses in today’s society
are, also, discussed and examined.
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