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The Features and Significance of Shukugawa Park
as a Parkway

Akira KOSHIZAWA”

Shukugawa Park in Nishinomiya City which was completed in 1937 is a signif-
icant example of excellence and forward thinking in the annals of urban plan-
ning in Japan. The unique and significant features of Shukugawa park are as
follows: 1) The creation of a park along the waterway formed a pleasant urban
environment. 2) The integration of the waterway, park and streets resulted in a
riverside parkway. 3)Urban planning taxes and special assessments were the
source of funding for the project. 4)It prevented damage from the great flood of
1938 and served as the basis for the disaster buffer zone concept which was de-
vised as part of the reconstruction plans following the great earthquake in 1995.
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