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Is it possible to clarify the real state of past earthquakes and
tsunamis on the basis of legends ?
—as an example of the 869 Jogan earthquake and tsunami—
Hideo WATANBE
2-13-5-305 Miyagino, Miyagino-ku, Sendai
Miyagi, 983-0045 Japan

Posibility to account for the nature of earthquake and tsunami from legend
is studied for the 869 Jogan earthquake and tsunami as an example. The twenty-
five legends of the Jogan event can be classified three categories by reli-
ability A,B and C, where, two A are the best, nineteen B better and four C good.
The tsunami source is estimated on the basis of of the description of “ Nihon-
Sandai-Jitsuroku (chromicles of three Empires) " ,in addition to twenty-five
legends and the tsunami deposits of Sendai and Soma. These results show the

nature of the Jogan earthquake and tsunami clearer.
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Positions(circles) show places
and names of legends of the
Jogan tsunami occurred in 869.
Arrows show the positions of
deposit by Minoura et al.
(2001).
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The location of the Sennin-zuka(stone
monument for 1000 victims of tsunami),
Yotsukura, Iwaki, Fukushima Pref.
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Southern part of Miyagi Prefecture.
Dotted line shows the coastal line at
the 869 Jogan tsunami and the arrow
shows the mouth of the Abukuma river.
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Fig.4. A) reliability and B) regional features of the tsunami legends of the

Jogan tsunami by Watanabe (2001)

A) black circle A : best reliability, half black circle B : better
reliability, white circle C : good reliability

B) black circles : direct contents

with tsunami damage, half black

circles : God drifted ashore,with radiation by earthquake, white circles
: soft contents without tsunami damage.
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