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Accretionary lapilli-like texture found in welded tuff from the Fukiware waterfall,

a natural monument of Japan, in northeastern Gunma Prefecture
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Asahi 7-4-81, Kashiwa, Chiba 277-0852, Japan

Abstract: The Fukiwarekei and Fukiwarenotaki, a natural monument of Japan, is a popular sightsee-
ing spot located in a gorge of the Katashina River, northeastern Gunma Prefecture. The Fukiware gorge
was formed by the erosion of Late Miocene welded tuff, and the monument is characterized by
waterfalls that are flowing down from both sides of a smooth river bed into a deep gully. An
accretionary lapilli-like texture was found on a sawed surface of a specimen collected from the river bed
and its microscopic texture was described. The lapillus of 8-10mm in diameter consists of a core of
welded tuff fragment of about 3mm and mantle of fine-grained powdery materials with indistinct
double zoning. This may be the second description of accretionary lapilli in Gunma Prefecture.
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