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The two statues of flying heavenly maidens, the one wears'a garland of cherry

blossoms inher hair and ‘the other wears a garland of gum, leaves, to represent
peace and: frlendshlp between Japan and Australia.
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Photo (back): the Statues of Peace and Friendship Photo(front): the Statue of Over the Waves
These symbolic statues of the Park were sculpted by Mr. Tetsuji Okamoto who was born-and brought up in Joetsu,
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During the Pacific War, there was a prisoner of war camp at
the Naoetsu district of Joetsu City to intern Allied prisoners. The
wretched living conditions of the camp caused the death of 60
Australian soldiers. After the war, at the Yokohama trials where

! class-B and class-C war criminals were judged, eight Japanese

staff members of the camp were executed as war criminals. Such

5 tragedies happened in Naoetsu,

In 1995, the Peace Memorial Park was completed through the
united efforts of the citizens of Joetsu City with help from the
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The two cenotaphs were erected in honor of the Australian
POWs and the Japanese camp staff.

The plague on the cenotaph of the Australian soldiers is the
one left by an Australian ex-POW Mr. Frank Hole with his message

AX—Z T U7 FEHiEE
PG A
A cenotaph of the Aus-
tralian soldiers

in 1988 when memorial services were held: “When the opportu-

nity to erect a monument comes, please put this plaque on it". The
plague says THIS RESERVE IS DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF
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municipal government to hand down the tragedy to posterity.

in the park, there are the Statues of Peace and Friendship which
were crected wishing for peace and friendship, @ monument of
the former camp site, cenotaphs of the Australian soldiers and the
Japanese camp staff and the Statue of Over the Waves. In addi-
tion, several kinds of trees are planted such as gum trees, oaks
and a Chinese parasol tree exposed to radiation commemorating
the 10th anniversary of the Anti-Nuclear City of Peace and Friend-
ship Declaration.

THE TWO CENOTAPHS
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LIAN INFANTRY BATTALION AND 59 AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS
WHO DIED AT NAOETSU 1942-1945 ‘“WE WILL REMEMBER
THEM" .

The epitaph °Eight Stars in the Peaceful Sky” on the cenotaph
of the POW camp staff represents the eight Japanese POW camp
staff executed after the war. It is engraved to hand down the
tragedy to posterity never to repeat such tragedy and to pray for a
lasting peace.
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A?ﬂ]nd%‘i}[zﬂlﬁmﬁﬂ The Peace Memorial Park Museum

The Peace Memorial Park Museum opened in 2000 is located in
the Peace Memorial Park, which is operated in cooperation with
the Japan-Australia Society of Joetsu(JASJ) for the purpose of
letting visitors know the tragedy of the POW camp and playing a
role as a place to learn the importance of peace.

The exhibition rooms are on the first and the second floor, There
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The Exhibition Room No.1 on the 2nd floor holds materials about

| POW camps and international exchange with Australia and other

war-related materials of Joetsu City, including panels, things left
by the camp staff, tableware used at the camp, a bomb fragment
of the Naoetsu Air Raid and a replica of the mine fragment of the

| Nadachi Mine Explosion Incident. (cf.1)

The Exhibition Room No.2 on the 1st floor is used to display pan-
els which mainly show international exchange activities after the
completion of the Peace Memorial Park.

The museum also functions as a place for peace study, especial-
ly for elementary school children and junior high school students.

A video about the Peace Memorial Park and the Museum is pro-
vided.
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are panels about POW camps and other
things made by JASJ and real wartime
materials.

A statue of koala, a proof of friendship
with Australia, welcomes visitors at the
entrance of the museum.

AE/RFED X 5T - The exhibition rooms

(ct.1) On March 30, 1949, in the postwar period, an unexploded |

mine drifted to a fishing port in Nadachi Ward, Joetsu City (formerly
Nadachi Town) and exploded. Sixty-three people were killed in the
explosion.
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During the first five months of the Pacific War (1941-1945), Japan

took about 350,000 Allied prisoners and sent 32,000 of them to the
91 camps in the Japanese mainland. They were forced to waork at

|| places like factories and coal mines.

in December 1942, in the suburbs of Naoetsu, an old warehouse

was remodeled into a camp (No4 branch camp of Tokyo POW camp)

to intern 300 Australian soldiers.

During that winter, severe cold weather and hunger brought on ill-
ness among the prisoners. In spite of such conditions, the military
ordered increased production of weapons because of worsening war

situation. Sixty prisoners died from the severe working conditions,

AR ATCoMiZ: - A morning assembly at the Naoetsu POW camp

RECHBKAEHD»EA

1T hrLnwksl

ﬁ?ﬂ@%Tt(Eﬁfﬁ 1#7Uﬁﬁﬁﬁ®¢ﬂ
gl&Es (j‘ilztﬂh‘?lb‘ﬁf)t)iﬁhfbf‘ﬁ\ INEPRDE &
L<|;@6%E%®%PHIE1£H%(1 [FEAT=EHIC. BBIK
HHHUetaAl ESESESISZT ARBICLELF U,
ME%@%WIﬁﬁ@&ﬁ%fﬁlff%%lﬁ%%ﬁ%
»HU v tha M @ﬁ NETHNTLET,

i Eﬁ%b ’ah_ 5 UIEER L;L\l*_EE

wlﬂ..;i..
A THHHRICAITE R (- ﬂ’f' : 7.‘| =
A drawing of the Naoetsu POW camp (by koichi Inomata)
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insufficient food and poor medical treatment. After the improvement
of working conditions and camp facilities, the camp housed more than
700 Allied prisoners, including British, American and Dutch soldiers.

After the war, at the military trials, 15 camp staff members were
found guilty and 8 of them were executed leaving their last wills: The
Japanese government approved that they lost their lives during official

duties and enabled the bereaved families to receive pensions.
Naoetsu once experienced such a tragedy brought about by war.
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A Christmas party at the Naoetsu POW camp

“Among the dead, there are neither en-
emies nor allies”.

This is what Priest Enri Fujito of the
. Kakushinji Temple near the camp said when
# he accepted the ashes of the Australian
5 soldiers who died at the POW camp. Other
fl people would not accept the ashes but he
d onshrined the ashes at the main halt of the
i temple. In the precincts of the temple, a
monument to praise Priest Enri is erected.
The epitaph says “Among the dead, there are
neither enemies nor allies”.

A (‘(‘HO[’][)h at Kakushinji
Temple
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THE TRAGEDY OF WAR
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This idea of the Field Service Code was inculcated in Japanese

i soldiers. They believed that being held as prisoner of war was

shame not only for themselves but also for their relatives and
hometowns. They were expected to die rather than to live as
prisoners. Even when they were in captivity, some of them used
false names or committed suicide.

The POW camp in Cowra, Australia was managed in compliance

I with the Geneva Convention (an international convention to
protect POWSs). The prisoners there lived in comfort but their
I hearts and minds were never fulfilled because their desire was to

observe the Field Service Code,
On one occasion, the camp became full and decided to move

| some of the prisoners to another place. On hearing this, the
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Do you know about the' breakout incident carried out by the
Japanese soldiers:in Australia? Why did they .attempt such a
tragic escape?

“A soldier must never suffer the disgrace of being captured alive”.
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Japanese soldiers decided to take this opportunity to observe the
Field Service Code.

At two o'clock in the morning August 5, 1944, a bugle of
advance was sounded and nearly 1,000 Japanese POWs
commenced the assault. The number of casualties of the Japanese
POWSs and the Australian soldiers were 800 and 8 respectively.

The Japanese soldiers killed in this incident are buried at the
Japanese War Cemetery, which was made in 1964 in Cowra.
Some of the soldiers never revealed their names and therefore
their relatives can't be found forever.

You should keep in mind that such-a tragedy happened in a
distant country beyond the Pacific as well and the people there,
the citizens of Cowra, treat the dead with respect.
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Mr. Mudie, an Australian ex-POW, heard about a campaign to es-
tablish a peace memorial park and visited Joetsu with Australian
TV reporters in July 10, 1995.

At the reception party for them, the bereaved families of the ex-
ecuted camp staff and Mr. Mudie exchanged a handshake of rec-
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At long last the Peace Memorial Park was completed in October
8, 1995, The completion ceremony was attended by Australian
ex-POWs and their relatives and many citizens of Joetsu.

The ceremony included the unveiling ceremonies of the Statues
of Peace and Friendship and cenotaphs of the eight camp staff
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Mr. Mudie and the bereaved families of the camp stafl "a historic handshake”

A HISTORIC HANDSHAKE
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onciliation. Mr. Mudie looked at them consolingly and exchanged a
firm handshake with one person after another in silence. All kinds
of thoughts of 50 years came and went in their mind. “A historic
handshake” was exchanged at that moment.

THE COMMEMORATIVE CEREMONY
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members and the 60 Australian POWs.

Mr. Mudie's speech made a great impression on the people pres-
ent: "If our hearts are full of love, there will be no room for hate, If
our hearts are full of peace, there will be no room for thoughts of
war’,
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The Council to Erect the Statues of Peace and Friendship, an
organization formed of Joetsu citizens, cultivated friendship with
Australian ex-POWs and devoted itself to the establishment of
the park. After the completion of the park, it was dissolved and
developed to make a new organization as the Japan-Australia
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Joetsu and Cowra exchanged copies of “the Peace and Friend-
ship Agreement” in 2003.

Activities of citizens wishing for world peace in both cities as
well as exchanges between JASJ and Australia-Japan Societies
| in Australia led to the realization of this agreement. The purpose
H is to promote deeper mutual understanding and friendly relations

The direttor of the New
South Wales bradeh of
RSL (Returned Services
League) and his party
visit Joetsu in Novem
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EXCHANGE AND
PEACE ACTIVITIES

The Japan-AusfraIia Society of Joetsu (JASJ):
A Bridge of Peace and Friendship
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Society of Joetsu (JASJ).

JASJ works on activities such as handing down the tragedy of
the Naoetsu POW camp, associating with Australian ex-POWs and
their relatives and peace study at elementary schools, junior high
schools and local communities in and around the city.

Bl JASJ's Activities

1.Gathering of Peace _
Holding a Gathering of Peace every August to keep the tragedy |
of the Naoetsu POW camp in mind and to pray for the peaceful
repose of the dead and send out a message of friendship and a
lasting peace to the world.

2.Memarial Service for those died by execution
Holding a memorial service for the Naoetsu POW camp staff
who were executed after the war.

3.Promotion of friendly relations with Australia

- Reception of visitors from Australia and other countries.

- English study to receive visitors from abroad.

+ Support to the Australia House attending the Art Triennial in
Echigo-Tsumari.

4.Management of the Peace Memorial Park and
the Museum

+ Management of the Peace Memorial Park.

- Production and maintenance of exhibits.
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A CIRCLE OF FRIENDSHIP WITH COWRA
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between Joetsu and Cowra. :
Joetsu City has sent junior high and high school students to |
Cowra for peace study and has extended the circle of peace and
friendship both on administrative and popular-level.

Joetsu City will continue to build wider friendly relations with !
Cowra for the sake of world peace.
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Anti-Nuclear City of Peace and Friendship Declaration

Qur city of Joetsu is rich in history and culture and has flourished within beautiful natural surroundings.
We believe that our mission as citizens of Joetsu is to preserve our hometown and

to create a prosperous society where all citizens can lead fulfilling lives.

As something which undermines the very foundations of our society, as well as posing a threat to the
global environment and worldwide peace, we cannot accept the use or testing of nuclear weapons.
As citizens of the only country in the world that has been the victim of an atomic bomb explosion, we
demand the immediate abolition of every nuclear weapon in all countries, and the establishment of an
everlasting peace.

With these aims, while furthering sister city relationships and expanding the circle of international
communication from Joetsu City to strengthen the bonds of friendship with people throughout the
world, we will strive to promote mutual prosperity.

On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the end of the Second World War, our city of Joetsu has
renewed its resolution to pursue peace and hereby proclaims itself an Anti-Nuclear City of Peace and
Friendship.

Joetsu City
(Declared on December 20,1995)
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