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When I returned home after my first visit to America , which was before any real

movement had been made for the education of women , I was especially struck with the
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great difference between men and women , and the absolute power which the men held. -

Hence there was an utter lack of independent sprit **°’ .
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I want to speak of the need of education for women of the upper classes. We should expect
them to have the greatest influence. Yet they are the one who are the most backward in the
present progressive movement. Living in their secluded homes, they are the hardest to be
reached by Christian missionaries, or by the advocates of the new education, who like
myself, believe that woman has a more serious part to play in the world than to be a mere

ornament for the home, or plaything for the men ‘*'’ .
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The time-honored customs for woman are such that she must be content with an inferior

place in the home and in society *°’ .
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The day can not be far off when Japanese women will have the same privileges as in the
most enlightened countries in the world, and the whole of society, not only half of it, will

have a share in the progress which makes this Meiji era so wonderful for Japan ‘* "’ .
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