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1	 See <http://www.clearing.mod.go.jp/hakusho_data/1977/w1977_9110.html>.
2	 The functions were taken over by the Security Council in 1986.
3	 See <http://www.mod.go.jp/j/approach/agenda/guideline/1996_taikou/dp96j.html>.
4	 See <http://www.mod.go.jp/j/approach/agenda/guideline/2005/taikou.html>.
5	 Excludes FY2010. See Section 2.2. 

Reference



Part II   The Basics of Japan’s Defense Policy and Build-up of Defense Capability

142 Section 1   History of the National Defense Program Guidelines

58

60

61

66

67

70

71

76

80

84
83

87
86

90

96

00

05
09
10

01

04

11

15

91

95

1957
1958

1960

1965

1970

1975

1980

1985

1989

1993

1998

2003

2008

Basic Policy on National Defense (May 20, 1957)

Formulation of National Defense Program Outline (October 29, 1976)

Formulation of the National Defense Program Guideline for FY1996 and beyond (November 28, 1995)

Formulation of the National Defense Program Guideline for FY2005 and beyond (December 10, 2004)

Formulation of the National Defense Program Guideline for FY2011 and beyond (December 17, 2010)

First Defense Build-up Plan (3-year government plan) (June 14, 1957)

Second Defense Build-up Plan (5-year government plan) (Jul 18, 1961)

Third Defense Build-up Plan (5-year government plan) (November 29, 1966)

Fourth Defense Build-up Plan (5-year government plan) (February 8, 1972)

53 Chugyo (Internal document of the Ministry of Defense)

Immediate-term Defense Build-up Program (GNP 1% ceiling) (November 5, 1976)

56 Chugyo (Internal document of the Ministry of Defense)

1986 Mid-term Defense Program (5-year government plan) (September 18, 1985) (GNP ratio 1.02%)
   Future Defense Build-up Program (January 24, 1987)
     Basic Stance on the Defense Program after FY1991 (December 19, 1990)

1991 Mid-term Defense Program (5-year government plan) (December 20, 1990)
1991 Mid-term Defense Program (5-year government plan) revision (December 18, 1992)

1996 Mid-term Defense Program (5-year government plan) (December 15, 1995)
1996 Mid-term Defense Program (5-year government plan)  revision (December 19, 1997)

2001 Mid-term Defense Program (5-year government plan) (December 15, 2000)
Development of ballistic missile defense system, etc. (December 19, 2003)

2005 Mid-term Defense Program (5-year government plan) (December 10, 2004)
2005 Mid-term Defense Program (5-year government plan) revision (December 20, 2008)
Build-up of Defense Capability for FY2010 (December 17, 2009)

2011 Mid-term Defense Program (5-year government plan) (December 17, 2010)

Fig. II-2-1-1             Past Changes in the Defense Program
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1 “The National Defense Program Guidelines for FY1977 and beyond” (1976 NDPG)

1	 A series of measures to ease Cold War tensions, including the “Basic Principles” declaration that touted peaceful coexistence and equality between the United States and the Soviet 
Union.
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1	 It is stipulated in the 1976 NDPG that “Japan will, in principle, independently fend off limited and small-scale invasions.” In consideration of the expanded role of the defense capabilities, 
this stipulation was considered inappropriate as it focused solely on invasions of Japan, and was thus removed.

2 “The National Defense Program Guidelines for FY1996 and beyond” (1995 NDPG)
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3 “The National Defense Program Guidelines for FY2005 and beyond” (2004 NDPG)

1	 The factors considered effective and retained are as follows: 1) Japanese defense force should not directly counter military threats, and 2) in order to forestall and prevent invasions, Japan 
should maintain a defense force that takes into consideration the strategic environment and geographic characteristics.

2	 In addition, in the statement issued by the Chief Cabinet Secretary on the formulation of the 2004 NDPG, with regard to the case of BMD systems as an item pertaining to the management 
of arms export, he stated that from the perspective of contributions to the effective operations of the Japan – U.S. security arrangements and contributions to Japan’s security, in the event 
that joint development and production was carried out, it would not be dependent on the Three Principles of Arms Exports on the premise of strict export management. 
At the same time, with regard to joint development and production with the United States and items contributory to support for anti-terror and anti-piracy measures, the statement provides 
that a conclusion will be reached upon the review of each individual case, according to the basic principle of a peaceful country to avoid the promotion of international conflicts in the 
future. 


