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Yokogoshi Town, through which runs the large and eternal waterway,
the Agano River, is blessed with a rich natural environment over
which sprawls an expansive rural landscape. Attaching great impor-
tance to environment-friendly urban development from the start, Yoko-
goshi has developed as a town that has reached a balance between its
two main industries—agriculture and commerce/industry.

We have striven to make possible a comfortable lifestyle in harmony
with nature, and functional districts are being formed.

However, due to today's prolonged economic slump, the situation sur-
rounding local government is becoming more intense, and considerable
changes are taking place in society, such as developments like comput-
erization and the aging of society, as well as increased decentralization
of power.

Under these circumstances, Yokogoshi Town is continuing discussions
regarding the consolidation of Niigata City and twelve other local munici-
palities, including Yokogoshi Town, with the aim of realizing "Niigata",
the first ordinance-designated city on the Japan Sea coast in order to
achieve further improvements in the lives of residents and independent
urban development.

With the town's basic concept of "A new, active Yokogoshi blessed
with abundant greenery" as the focus of future urban development, we
are promoting urban development in which all residents can live in
peace, safety, and stability.

This document is an outline of Yokogoshi Town's rich natural environ-
ment, which is the town's asset, and its efforts to actively conduct ur-
ban planning. We hope it will help you to gain a better understanding
of our town.
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It's just like gentle magic. When the long winter comes to a close and spring takes
over, this town becomes filled with light and vivid colors. Like a good dream with a
happy ending, the dazzling beauty of these flowers brings warm smiles to people's
faces. Yes, indeed, Yokogoshi Town is a "Flower Town" in which the advent of the
season shines vividly. Tulips and cherry blossoms decorating the land, nashi-pear
blossoms with their appealing beauty, wisteria blossoms full of dignity .. The vivid
scenes of spring give way to bright summer, which then changes to the deep calm
of autumn. The changing sights that this town presents with every season are a
precious treasure that conveys energy and youthfulness to the people who live
here. When people come into contact with the real "Yokogoshi, Flower Town", they

are made aware of the joy of living immersed in a landscape woven together by
nature.







.0oooooboo
.0000000oo0oo
.0o0oooo
.0o0o00o0o
.ooo0oogoo
.0o0o00oo

O WNER

Joootoooggd

ooobooboobbobooobo oo obooboo moo
oooooobboooboomooooboooboobooooo
bbb boooboobbobobomooooooboboobo
goboobbomobbobb oooobooboooboooon
gobobooomoooooooooooboobmooobd
goboboo@moobomoooboooobobooooogoo
goboboooooooooobooomobooboooooo
godbboboobbooob@ooooboooooooo
oomooobooooboboooo..... Moooooo
obooboboboooooboooomobooobomoooo
bhooooooodooooooooooooobaooooon
oooboooooooboboooobooooooooboooog

The Agano River is a major waterway providing many areas in Niigata with life
and vitality. The characteristic sight of the river surging along the Gozu and lide
mountain ranges in the distance conveys to the hearts of onlookers the grand work-
ings of nature. The reason people feel a gentle liberation of the soul standing in the
banks of this great river is undoubtedly because they sense eternity here. The Koa-
gano River joins the Agano River and the Shinano River, another large river. Being
a "Water Town" closely connected to the river is another indispensable aspect of
Yokogoshi Town's profile. The bounty of our Water Town brings us the real feeling
of the seasons and is reflected in the water. People relaxing by the riverside, the sil-
houette of salmon fishermen working hard, the flapping wings of swans visiting
from afar .. Each of these is harmonized with the great rivers through the four sea-
sons. Blessings of the river such as shijimi clams, kawagani crabs, and sakuramasu
cherry salmon are also symbolic of her bounty. The Agano and Koagano Rivers will
continue to provide our hometown with a breath of fertility.
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The land possesses a kind of powerful reliability that comforts us. One could say
that it is rooted in the unshakable trust the land has won through having continual-
ly produced and brought forth much fruit. Yokogoshi produces from this land a
wide variety of agricultural produce such as rice, vegetables, and fruit. In this re-
spect, one can also partly see the Yokogoshi that is a "Harvest Town". Of course, the
town's fertility is attributable to the fact that it enjoys the benefits of the power of
the Agano River. The climate, with its colorful seasons, also contributes to the fer-
tile harvest. The pristine rural landscape that expands beautifully across the land
seems to symbolize these blessings. This simple, somehow reassuring vista is the
very essence of our hometown, and is something to be proud of. Together with its

greatly blessed natural environment, this bounty, which is worthy of a "Harvest
Town", will surely continue to be a part of our lives over the years.
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Respect for our ancestors is a state of mind that we who live in the moment can
never forget. The culture of this town will transcend time, passing from yesterday
to today and today to tomorrow exactly because this sentiment is echoed in the
hearts of all the townspeople. As represented by the Northern Culture Museum, the
old rural mansion of the renowned Ito family of influential and wealthy Japanese
farmers that has been opened to the general public, a spirit runs through this town
that values its history and culture. Traditional performing arts, historical sites, and
ruins passed down from ancient times have also been carefully protected. In that
sense, Yokogoshi Town could be described as a town that is fully aware of its pride
as a "Town of Culture". Its unique culture has captivated many people, not just
those who live in Yokogoshi Town. In order to pass the gifts we have received from

our ancestors on to the next generation, we wish to hold on to our vision, which is
filled with a love of culture.
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Creating a Yokogoshi that nurtures people's hearts

The strength of all the town's people is indispensable to the town's development.

For that reason, the town actively supports the nurturing of people who will become
future town leaders.

We are engaged in the development and maintenance of an education system that in-
creases the will to learn throughout the area, both at home and at school.

We will continue to actively promote the nurturing of people with rich hearts and
abundant creativity.
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Creating a Yokogoshi that is healthy and lively

A town where all townspeople can live in peace,

and can always live with a sense of purpose.

Thorough healthcare and welfare provisions are necessary to achieve this goal.

With the goal that all residents achieve a bright and healthy life,

Yokogoshi Town is developing the town so that residents can enjoy a vital lifestyle
everyday.
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Creating a Yokogoshi where people enjoy good communication

While good communication among the townspeople is an obvious necessity,

deepening ties with the outside world is also part of building an active community.
Urban development is also given further momentum through seamless cooperation
between the townspeople and government authorities.

With this kind of communication as a top priority,

Yokogoshi Town has its sights clearly set on the town of the future.

ooooooo
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Creating a Yokogoshi with vitality

Agriculture, industry, commerce, tourism

Yokogoshi Town has various industries, and each is developing with its own charac-
teristics.

This kind of industry vitality forms a major source of energy that is linked with the
vitality of the town.

Yokogoshi Town is engaging in various activities so as to be able to continue growing
as an energetic town.
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Creating a Yokogoshi that provides a rich
and comfortable daily lifestyle

Yokogoshi Town is a town that boasts areas of beautiful water and greenery and pro-
vides a rich and relaxing daily lifestyle.

One aspect of this is that the comprehensiveness of the town's functions is connected
to the comfort of its residents.

As we develop a town that provides a rich and comfortable daily lifestyle,

we will prioritize the balance between the software and hardware aspects of this.
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In order to create a new Yokogoshi

As represented by the issue of consolidating municipalities,

future urban development must be conducted with consideration given to issues from
a wider perspective.

Planning cooperation over a wide area and active participation by residents are indis-
pensable for achieving this.

Yokogoshi Town is engaging in various activities with an eye on the new era.
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