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M ozambique is said to be 
giving SADC leaders 
a hard time in regard 

to their proposal for an interstate 
military intervention to combat and 
neutralize Islamic State insurgents 
in the northern Carbo Delgardo 
province.

The 11th hour cancellation of the 
SADC Organ on Politics, Defence 
and Security Cooperation meeting 

which was supposed to have been 
attended by Presidents Mokgweetsi 
Masisi, Cyril Ramaphosa of South 
Africa, Emmerson Mnangagwa of 
Zimbabwe was allegedly cancelled at 
the request of Mozambique President 
Filipe Nyusi who requested more 
time to consult within government 
first. The cancellation came when 
the ministerial troika meeting had 
already commenced in Maputo and 
was about to discuss the Technical 
Mission report which was led by 
Brigadier Michael Mokukumani of 

Botswana Defence Force (BDF). The 
ministerial troika which comprised 
of Botswana as chair, South Africa, 
Zimbabwe and Mozambique is 
said to have been in support of 
the recommendation to deploy a 
regional military intervention force 
immediately.

The recommendations were to 
be presented to the Heads of State 
who were to convene on Thursday 
and Friday but Mozambique pulled 
a plug on them. Botswana was 
supposed to have been represented 

by Vice President Slumber Tsogwane 
but was informed about the 
cancellation few minutes before 
he could depart. The refusal by 
Mozambique to accept military 
intervention is said to have thrown 
the regional leaders into fits of anger 
as they feel that situation will frog 
jump into neighboring countries 
if appropriate action is not taken 
in time. Mozambique is said to be 
in support of the technical mission 
proposal that will only require SADC 
to provide training and logistics 

support to Maputo.
The military mission had 

recommended immediate 
deployment of logistics and training 
support to FADM “to strengthen its 
capability to combat terrorism”. The 
Brigadier Mokukumani led technical 
mission has made it clear that SADC 
must deploy combat troops to Carbo 
Delgardo.

Nyusi who has made it clear in the 
past that Mozambique sovereignty 
will not impeded upon indicating 
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A push for a motion of no 
confidence against 
President Mokgweetsi 

Masisi is gaining traction among 
fellow democrats ahead of July 
session of Parliament, due to 
growing factions, The Patriot on 
Sunday has learnt.  

Infuriated Botswana Democratic 
Party (BDP) backbenchers want 
Masisi to put the house in order at 
Tsholetsa House and Government 
enclave or else risk losing their 
support and loyalty. Hence, a retreat 
was hastily convened next week 
Saturday and Sunday between Masisi 
and the ruling party MPs to iron 
out issues and discuss the recent 
instability in government, which is 
likely to harm their fortunes towards 
2023 BDP primary elections and the 
2024 general elections.  

BDP Chief Whip in Parliament, 
Liakat Kablay confirmed that Masisi 
will meet MPs for a retreat on the 
8-9th May 2021. Kablay, however, 
said he is not at liberty to disclose 

BDP vs BDP 
Masisi’s day of reckoning

• Masisi faces no confidence motion   • BDP MPs blame him, VP Tsogwane over factions
• BDP MPs rendezvous with Masisi, fault govt decisions

petitions and the Covid-19 pandemic 
our wish was not granted. We will 
have discussions on some issues that 
will be known after,” he said. 

The BDP backbenchers want 
the retreat to be their affair with 
Masisi only and have demanded 
that members of cabinet including 
vice President Slumber Tsogwane 
-who is also the BDP Chairman to be 
excluded from the guest list. Kablay, 
who is also MP for Letlhakeng- 
Lephephe, however could not be 
drawn into discussing whether the 
Leader of the House - Tsogwane and 
cabinet ministers will be part of the 
discussions. 

Masisi recently held a retreat with 
his cabinet which its mandate was 
for President and cabinet to review 
progress on the implementation 
of the President’s Transformation 
Agenda in the light of severe health 
and economic hindrances caused by 
the novel Coronavirus pandemic. 

Some MPs are concerned about 
emerging factions in the party, 
blaming Masisi and Tsogwane for 
their tendency to favor some BDP the contents of the agenda before 

meeting Masisi. “The retreat is all 
about self-introspection as the party 
and MPs. We had long wanted to 

meet with the President after 2019 
elections but due to the opposition TO PAGE 5
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G overnment through 
the Office of the 
President is expected to 

make announcement about new 
appointments of Ambassadors and 
High Commissioners next week.

One of the new diplomat 
is the past immediate deputy 
commander of Botswana Defence 
Force (BDF) Major General 
Gotsileene Morake who resigned 
from the army in February this 
year. Highly placed sources at 
the Office of the President have 
confided that Morake will take 
over as Botswana’s Ambassador to 
Japan.

General Morake’s resignation 
from the army shocked many 
as he was viewed as the next 
Commander of the BDF and there 
were allegations that he had a fall 
out with President Mokgweetsi 
Masisi. Though he was second in 
command at BDF, age was not on 
Morake’s side to take over from 
Lieutenant General Placid Segokgo 
as they are of same age and trained 
together. “Though the change 
in the BDF Act which raised 
the retirement age to 60 favored 
him, President Masisi wanted 
a successor who is still young,” 
confided a source at OP.

BDF Generals get 
diplomatic posts

• Generals 
Morake goes 
to Japan, 
Seikano for UK

Though he was not happy with 
the forced retirement, Morake was 
assured of the diplomatic post but 
took long to accept it. “He was 
supposed to have completed the 
induction workshop at Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and International 
Relations but asked for more time,” 
revealed the source.

Morake who will start the 
workshop next week will be taking 
over from career diplomat Nkoloi 
Nkoloi who was returned home in 
February this year. Morake, who 
is a military academician of note, 
will be following in the footsteps 
of other senior army officers like 
former army commander General 
Matshenyego Fisher who was the 
country’s High Commissioner in 
Nigeria.

Popularly known as “Goose”, a 
nickname derived from his first 
name Gotsileene, General Morake 
is known for his military academic 
prowess as he established both 
the officer cadet camp in Paje in 
1990 and the Command and Staff 
College.

Another appointment which 
is yet to be confirmed is the 
deployment of director general – 
support services, Major General 
Molefi Seikano from BDF to 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and International Relations as 
designated high commissioner to 
the United Kingdom.

General Seikano’s deployment 
won’t come as surprise to many 
within the military as being 
overlooked over his junior during 
the recent promotions in the army 
was viewed as a clear indication 
that he is on his way out. Many 
thought that with the resignation 
of General Morake as deputy 
commander, General Seikano will 
take over but his junior Major 
General Mpho Mophuting took 
over.

Mozambique frustrates SADC leaders 
• Ask for more time to consider the proposal • SADC technical assessment mission proposes 3000 troops for intervention • SADC might revoke SADC’s Mutual Defence Pact and intervene

President Mokgweetsi Masisi [PIC:PRESSPHOTO]

Morake 
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EXTERNAL ADVERT

FINANCE DEPARTMENT 

+267 365 0 100 BUANbw@BuanOfficial @BuanWorld Buanlive info@buan.ac.bw

Applications are invited from suitably qualified Citizens for the 
following position

Fringe Benefits: 
These include motor vehicle purchase advance scheme, an optional 50% BUAN funded medical aid plan, group life 
assurance scheme and a contributory pension scheme.

Method of Application: Applications quoting the vacancy number, the post being applied for and accompanied by detailed 
CV, true and certified copies of educational/professional certificates, grade transcripts and national identity card, at least 3 
recent references of which one should be from the immediate supervisor must be addressed to:
The Director, Human Resources
Botswana University of Agriculture and Natural Resources
Private Bag 0027
GABORONE

Email: recruitment@buan.ac.bw

Hand delivered applications should be submitted to 
Records office, Block 300, BUAN.

OR

CLOSING DATE: 7/MAY/2021NB: Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.

I.VACANCY CIRCULAR NO. 2021:04:11(FIN)

ACCOUNTS OFFICER -   

JOB PURPOSE

Accountable to the Assistant Accountant, the incumbent will be responsible for 
the following among others;

• Execute the day-to-day activities of the accounting and finance division in order to 
  ensure timely and accurate preparation of accounts

THE REQUIREMENTS
The right candidate must meet the following minimum requirements, among others;

• Possess Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting/Finance or related field and membership 
  of an internationally recognized institute of professional accountants.  

COMPETENCIES
     Communication
     Planning and organization
     Results Oriented
     Analytical
     Technical Expertise

PEARL RAMOKOKA*

The Ministry for 
Presidential Affairs, 
Governance and Public 

Administration wishes to clarify 
that neither the Ministry nor the 
Minister handle any cash donations 
towards COVID-19 relief. Therefore, 
the public is urged to ignore any 
misleading and malicious reports 
that are contrary to this fact. 

In March 2020, Government set up 
the COVID-19 Relief Fund whose 
bank accounts are found across 
all commercial banks operating 
in Botswana. The custodian of the 
said bank accounts, full details of 
which were publicly shared in a press 
release referenced OPC5/57/6 I (297) 
and dated 26th March, 2021,  is the 
Ministry of Finance and Economic 
Development and no other. This 
deliberate decision was taken in 
order to ensure full accountability for 
the funds.

Furthermore, no government 
official or representative is allowed 
to receive cash or cheques towards 
the fund. Rather, all donations are 
made directly into the bank accounts 
in order to create an audit trail. 
Pertaining to alleged donations 
towards the Red Cross Society, the 
Ministry categorically states that the 
Minister has no role in the affairs of 
the NGO and, therefore, has never 
been a middleman in any donation 
made towards their cause. The public 
is reminded to disregard attempts to 
tarnish both Government and the 
Minister’s name. 

*PERMANENT SECRETARY, 
MINISTRY FOR PRESIDENTITAL 
AFFAIRS, GOVERNANCE  AND 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

OP does not 
handle Covid-19 
cash donations 

CURRENT

CALL

SAVINGS

3 MONTHS

6 MONTHS

12 MONTHS

24 MONTHS

OVER 24 MONTHS

0.00%

0.00% - 1.50%

0.00% - 1.50%

1.50%

2.00%

3.00%

3.50%

4.00%

0.00%

0.15% - 1.51%

0.00% - 1.51%

1.51%

2.01%

3.00%

3.50%

4.00%

1 000.00

10 000.00

500.00

1 000.00

1 000.00

1 000.00

1 000.00

1 000.00

Nominal Interest Rates
(Lowest to Highest)

Effective Interest Rates
per Year

Minimum Opening
Balance (Pula)

Type of Deposit
Account

5.25%PRIME RATE

firstcapitalbank.co.bw

0.10%

0.10%

0.50%

1.00%

CALL

3 MONTHS

6 MONTHS

12 MONTHS

Type of Deposit
Account

Interest Rate per Year
(USD)

0.00%

2.00%

2.50%

3.00%

Interest Rate per Year
(ZAR)

B O T S W A N A  •  M A L A W I  •  M O Z A M B I Q U E  •  Z A M B I A  •  Z I M B A B W E

For firm rates please contact us on the following numbers:
CBD / Broadhurst:  318 5948
Mogoditshane:   393 1324

Francistown:   241 7689 /90 /91
Gaborone Main Branch:  390 7801 /03

INTEREST RATES FOR
MAY 2021

*DEPOSIT INTEREST RATES SHOWN ARE INDICATIVE ONLY
*FOR ALL INVESTMENTS ABOVE P1 MILLION, PLEASE CALL FOR SPECIAL RATES

G. MOSALAKATANE*

M onday, 3rd May 
2021 will be observed 
as a public holiday. 

This is in line with Section 99 
(2) of the Employment Act CAP 
47:01 read with Section 11(1)(d) 
and 11(2) of the Public Service 
Regulations, 2011 of Public 
Service Act (Act No. 30 of 2008) 
which provides that, “where a 
paid public holiday falls on a rest 
day, the day next following the 
rest day, which is not itself a rest 
day, shall be deemed to be a paid 
public holiday”.

Consequently, since 01st May 
(Labour Day) is a paid public 
holiday and it falls on a rest day 
(Saturday), Monday the 3rd 
May 2021 shall be observed as 
a public holiday in the Public 
Service.  *DIRECTOR, DPSM 

P
resident Mokgweetsi Masisi 
of Botswana on Thursday 
said it has become imperative 

for the southern African country to 
adopt disruptive Fourth Industrial 
Revolution (4IR) technologies with 
a view to improve the country’s food 
security.

In a statement he deliberated on 
the occasion of the high level virtual 
dialogue on feeding Africa: Leadership 
to scale up successful innovations, 
Masisi said adoption of 4IR will 
help Botswana to transition from 
conventional to smart farming and to 
move from subsistence to commercial 
agriculture.

Botswana is a semi-arid nation 
susceptible to drought which is 
characterized by low and variable 
rainfalls, very hot temperatures, as 
well as outbreaks of pests. “Recurring 
droughts continue to undermine our 
capacity to produce drought resistant 

indigenous seeds for food production. 
It has become imperative for Botswana 
to adopt disruptive 4IR technologies 
that will help us transition,” said Masisi. 
In the absence of 4IR, these challenges 
of recurring droughts contribute to 
food shortages and a high food import 
bill which is not sustainable in the long 
run, according to Masisi.

Botswana identified agriculture, in 
the long term National Vision 2036, 
as one of the key drivers for national 
transformation and thus aims to create 
a sustainable, technology driven and 
commercially viable agricultural sector.

After adopting a Climate Smart 
Agriculture Programme for 2015 
to 2025, Botswana is reviewing its 
National Policy on Agricultural 
Development to address emerging 
challenges such as climate change 
and to ensure alignment with Climate 
Smart Agricultural requirements.

https://www.bignewsnetwork.com/

The Southern African 
Development Community 
(SADC) has a responsibility 

to help a member state “whose 
sovereignty and territorial integrity is 
under serious threat” according to an 
extraordinary meeting of ministers 
in the regional bloc’s politics, defence 
and security body.

A statement posted on the SADC 
website yesterday (Thursday, 29 
April) attributes this comment to 
Botswana Minister of International 
Affairs and Co-operation Dr 
Lemogang Kwape. He is quoted as 
chair of SADC’s Organ on Politics, 
Defence and Security Co-operation, 
referred to as the Ministerial 
Committee Organ (MCO).

The statement elaborates on the 
meeting “called to consider the 
report of the technical assessment 
team deployed to Mozambique 
following a decision by the 
Extraordinary SADC Double Troika 
Summit in Maputo on 8 April”. 
A day previously another SADC 
statement had it an extraordinary 
summit of the SADC Organ on 
Politics, Defence and Security was 
postponed due to unavailability 
of the presidents of Botswana and 
South Africa. No new date was 
given for the extraordinary summit, 

SADC has “responsibility” to help Mozambique
“The rise in these dreadful attacks 

raises concerns they are likely 
to spread to other provinces in 
Mozambique and the entire region. 
The sooner we respond collectively, 
the less likely these barbaric acts of 
terrorism will continue to destabilise 
the region.”

The statement ends with a vote 
of thanks to Botswana President 
Mokgweetsi Masisi and notes the 
MCO meeting was “a culmination 
of efforts to secure the region by 
urgently addressing the security 
situation in Cabo Delgado province”.

Earlier this week reports indicated 
three light infantry battalions of 
620 soldiers each and two 70-strong 
Special Forces squadrons would be 
the vanguard of a SADC force to 
“combat and neutralise” insurgents 
in northern Mozambique. An 
unnamed number of attack and 
other helicopters as well as patrol 
ships, a submarine and a maritime 
aircraft to patrol the Cabo Delgado 
coast will also be part of the force. 
The maritime component of the 
deployment is reportedly to intercept 
supplies for the insurgents and 
combat criminal trafficking, believed 
to be a source of financing for the 
insurgency.

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/

called primarily to seek solutions 
to Islamic insurgency in northern 
Mozambique. 

It appears the delay in the 
extraordinary summit did not 
affect the “extraordinary ministerial 
committee meeting” of SADC’s 
politics, defence and security body.

The statement gives no detail 
of any possible SADC military 

commitment to Mozambique, again 
only quoting Kwape as saying “as 
we deliberate on the report and 
course of action, we should take 
into consideration the way forward, 
as the region, should be guided by 
the SADC Mutual Defence Pact. 
The pact provides for collective 
self-defence and collective action. In 
particular, Article 6 states ‘an armed 

attack against a state party shall be 
considered a threat to regional peace 
and security and such an attack shall 
be met with immediate action’”.

He added SADC cannot afford 
“continued heinous atrocities 
characterised by horrific killing of 
innocent civilians, beheadings and 
maiming of women and children, 
including gender-based violence”.

New technologies to 
improve food security

Monday 
is a Public 

Holiday H
igh levels of climate 
warming could shrink the 
geographic range of two-thirds 

of wild-harvested food plant species in 
southern Africa.

In the article, “Climate change 
risk to southern African wild food 
plants”, recently published in Regional 
Environmental Change, the University 
of Cape Town’s (UCT) Carina Wessels 
and her co-authors focus on the links 
between climate change, traditional 
knowledge, food security and wild-
harvested food plants.

Wessels, who at the time was 
affiliated with the African Climate 
and Development Initiative (ACDI), 
collaborated on the study with Dr 
Christopher Trisos of the Climate Risk 
Laboratory at the ACDI and Dr Cory 
Merow, a quantitative ecologist from the 
University of Connecticut’s Department 
of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology.

Understanding the impact of change
Wild-harvested food plants are 

important ingredients in the diets of 
millions of people, especially during 
times of hardship when staple crops 
fail. Although they contribute to food 

security in southern Africa, little is 
known about the risk that climate change 
poses to these edible plants, with most 
studies thus far describing the impact of 
climate change on food security in terms 
of the prospects for agriculture (mainly 
major crops) and fisheries.

Wessels and her co-authors considered 
the climate change risk to 1 190 wild food 
plant species (including the num-num, 
the sour fig, rooibos and the marula 
fruit) used by 19 native language groups 
in the region.

In the future, already water-stressed 
countries in the region like Botswana are 
likely to become even hotter and drier 
and, ultimately, more water-stressed. 
“Our aim was to determine where wild 
food plants occur and whether these 
plants are threatened by climate change,” 
Wessels says. “We also wanted to know 
whether the areas where these plants 
grow overlap with regions of projected 
crop yield loss (under climate change).”

“People living in rural areas use 
wild-harvested food plants to supplement 
their diets, especially during times of 
hardship when staple crops fail,” Trisos 
says. But, due to climate change, many 

people living in the central parts of the 
region may soon be left without this 
nutritional safety net.

The researchers’ approach allowed 
them to generate new knowledge that 
can inform timely responses in a climate-
altered future.

The data underlying the projections
The researchers used a recently 

published list of 1 740 southern 
African edible plant species to identify 
wild-harvested food plant species. This 
inventory, the most comprehensive of 
its kind yet, shows that edible plant use 
patterns differ between 19 indigenous 
cultural and language groups in the 
region.

Wessels and her co-authors included 
wild food plants that are used as snacks, 
cooked as vegetables or ground as flour 
(among other uses) in their analysis. 
They also considered those plants used as 
famine food (food eaten during famine 
conditions to avoid starvation).

They employed historical climate data 
(including averages for 30-year periods), 
future climate scenarios (including 
projected averages for 20-year periods), 
environmental data (including soil 

information) and species distribution 
modelling to inform their work.

A warming climate creates winners 
and losers

The team considered two future 
greenhouse gas scenarios. In both, the 
future looks hotter for native wild food 
plants. In the low emissions scenario 
(RCP 2.6), by 2081–2100, global 
warming is likely to have stayed below 
2°C higher than pre-industrial levels 
(before 1850). The high emissions 
scenario (RCP 8.5) represents a future 
in which we will have experienced more 
than 4°C of global warming by the end of 
this century.

“There is a mix of winners and losers 
in a world that is up to 2°C warmer (than 
pre-industrial levels),” Trisos says. “If we 
allow warming beyond this threshold, 
however, there will be more losers than 
winners.”

Their results show the ranges of 40% of 
wild food plant species will likely shrink 
by 2060–2080 in the low emissions 
scenario. Roughly six out of every ten 
wild food species, however, are expected 
to expand their range.

This picture is reversed in the high 

emissions scenario: 66% of wild food 
plant species are projected to experience 
range reductions, and only 34% range 
increases. Climatic conditions are 
expected to decrease species richness the 
most in southern Africa’s northeastern 
parts in this scenario – causing the local 
extinction of more than 200 species. 
Local species losses of more than 50% 
are foreseen for most of Botswana. In 
contrast, increases are projected for both 
crop yield and wild food plant species 
richness in the southern and eastern 
parts of southern Africa (including parts 
of the Western Cape, Eastern Cape, 
KwaZulu-Natal and Mpumalanga).

Intersecting climate risks
Climate change, Trisos stresses, poses a 

fundamental threat to the places, species 
and cultural processes that people rely on 
for their livelihoods.

“Our research identified large regions 
in which both crop yields and wild 
food plants are at risk,” Trisos explains. 
Among these are South Africa’s North 
West and Free State provinces and parts 
of northern Namibia.

In the high emissions scenario, maize, 
sorghum and wild food plants will be 

most at risk along the northeastern 
border between South Africa and 
Botswana. Some ethnic and language 
groups using wild food plants are 
expected to be more negatively affected 
by climate warming than others. 
Geographic range decreases are projected 
for over 76% of species used by the 
Southern Sotho, 71% of species used by 
the Xhosa and 74% of species used by the 
!Xóõ from the Kalahari region.

Rooting climate adaptation
In the future, already water-stressed 

countries in the region like Botswana are 
likely to become even hotter and drier 
and, ultimately, more water-stressed. 
The situation increases the urgency 
of implementing effective plans for 
increasing local resilience.

“Our results point to the vast pool of 
traditional knowledge of food systems 
that we could potentially use in regional 
adaptation responses,” Trisos says. “We 
need to look beyond conventional crops 
to the exceptional diversity of wild food 
plants. The use of traditional knowledge 
(for adaptation) is potentially a key 
strength of African communities.”

[https://www.news.uct.ac.za]

Climate change poses risk to wild food plants in Southern Africa
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The Directorate of 
Intelligence Services (DIS) 
has been advised to act fast 

and overhaul their ICT system 
as it is the source of government 
information leakages.

Highly placed sources have 
revealed that when the current 
administration changed the 
personnel they forgot one critical 
component in the spy world, which 
is the use of radio signals to tap data. 
Government has been left naked 
with confidential information leaked 
and ICT Experts are said to have 
advised the DIS to overhaul their 
ICT system as it is the source of the 
leakages as non-state actors have 
access to it.

Disgruntled DIS agents who 
worked closely with the previous 
administration are said to still have 
access to DIS systems and are able 
to collect data from government 
computers, some which are not even 
connected to the internet. “These 
guys have embedded software and 
hardware ‘bugs’ in the computers 
which they used to use to allow 

them to collect information from 
the government systems whilst they 
were still at DIS which enable them 
to have access to computers even 
when they are not connected to the 
internet and they are now controlling 
it from the outside,” revealed an IT 
expert who spoke on condition of 
anonymity.

He said they have long warned the 
DIS management to overhaul the 
whole government system as they 
are not in control of the software 
installed. The system, according 
to the IT expert, relies on a covert 
channel of radio waves that can 
be transmitted from tiny circuit 
boards and USB cards inserted 
surreptitiously into computers.“Even 
if the DIS can install any 
cyber security controls, 
the software allows the 
hackers to have an end 
run around on the 
compromised systems,” 
he warned. 

The massive overhaul 
of the security 
measures 
governing 
leaking of 
information 

is alleged to be extremely expensive.
DIS Spokesperson Edward 

Robert said the Directorate has 
a statutory obligation to advise 
government, public bodies and 
statutory bodies on issues of national 
security, including the protection 
of classified documents. “To that 
end, we continue to engage across 
all government sectors with a view 
to find solution to the problem of 
leaking of strategic and confidential 
information. Government leaks 
that compromise confidential and 
strategic information affecting policy 
violate the National Security Act as 
well as the Intelligence and Security 
Service Act. To that extent, there is 
no question that this conduct poses 

threat to national security and to 
statecraft,” he said.

Managing Director of 
Precision Vehicle and Asset 

Tracking, Motlhaleemang 
Moalosi who is an ICT 
expert said that if indeed the 

leaking of information 
can be traced 

to the DIS 
Internet 
Protocol 
address 

they need to change it. “They also 
need to look at their server system 
and overhaul it as well as changing 
system administrators,” he advised.

President Mokgweetsi Masisi has 
raised concern regarding the leaking 
of information and recently during 
cabinet retreat he expressed his 
worry about the leaking of classified 
information. He said the practice 
should be condemned as it had the 
potential to discredit the executive’s 
level of integrity and trustworthiness. 
Masisi said that cabinet ministers 
have the obligation to guard against 
improper information dissemination 
by closing information leakages 
under their ministerial portfolios.

One of the leakages that even 
shook the security cluster was 
the leaking of presidential VIP 
protection SUVs whose pictures were 
leaked to the media. This led to the 
suspension of some senior officers 
at DIS including deputy Director 
General Operations. Former 
Commander of the Botswana 
Defence Force (BDF) Ground Forces 
Major General (R ) Pius Mokgware 
raised concern about the leaking of 
classified information saying it is 
clear the leakages is at the rooftop.

Value Added Tax (VAT) 
Adjustment Notice

The Botswana Government has introduced a Statutory Instrument 
No. 36 of 2021 which increases the VAT rate to 14% effective 
1 April 2021.

In line with this development, FNB Botswana will be adjusting pricing 
and fees on all products and services to reflect the 2% VAT increase 
effective 1  April 2021.

How will the increase impact you as a customer?
The VAT adjustment may:
• impact the timing of statements over the March and April period;
• increase our customer’s instalments and fees for various payments, 
 which may be adjusted.

Important Note:
The bank accounts statement cycle will run before and after the VAT increase 
implementation date, which will be shown on the bank statements.

For any pricing queries please contact our contact centre at 

395 9881

First National Bank of Botswana Limited, Registration number BW00000790476

PHILLIMON MMESO
editors@thepatriot.co.bw 

D ebswana Diamond 
Company a joint venture 
between Botswana 

government and Anglo American’s 
De Beers is going into full swing 
to ensure that their new business 
strategy adopted last year is yielding 
desired results.

The Debswana Executive 
Management recently took the media 
through their strategy and how they 
have started to implement it. The 
strategy is anchored in restructuring 
of mines and improving efficiencies 
throughout the group’s operations.

First to take the cue was the 
General Manager for Jwaneng 
Diamond Mine Koolatotse 
Koolatotse who briefed the media 
about the transition of the Cut 9 
expansion project from Majwe 
Mining Joint Venture (MMJV) to 
Debswana Diamond Company.  
Koolatotse revealed that the 
transition was successfully completed 
at the beginning of April and that 
the Cut 9 contract was a P12 billion 
waste stripping project that he said 
started in 2019 and was expected to 
end in 2027.

Asked why they terminated the 
contract, Koolatotse said that it was 
for company internal reasons. “The 
Contract allowed for termination 
“due to convenience”, which means 
that either party could terminate 
without giving specific reasons to the 
other,” he said.

He said that though the contract 
was terminated the Cut 9 operation 
will continue with its intent to extend 
the life of mine of diamond mining 
in Jwaneng to 2035. The Jwaneng 
Diamond Mine General Manager 
who oversees the Cut 9 project said 
that to date the transition has been 
smooth and no safety incidents have 
been recorded and this gives them 
confidence that critical controls have 
been implemented and are delivering 
the expected results.

“Production has been stable 
throughout the transition from 
Contract Mining to the interim 
‘Project’ arrangement, which entails 
Jwaneng mine directly operating 
and managing the Cut 9 mining 
operation and only outsourcing 
some key services and resources. 
Re-tendering process for Cut 9 
Labour Sourcing services is planned 
to be concluded in December 2021,” 

Debswana 2024 
in full swing

BAKANG TIRO
editors@thepatriot.co.bw

A captain private 
shareholder in the 
embattled Botswana 

Building Society (BBS), Derek Brink 
is fully behind Managing Director 
Pius Molefe and his confidante Sipho 
Showa who were suspended ahead of 
the Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
on Friday, The Patriot on Sunday has 
learnt.

This follows after Brink and other 
BBS shareholders resolved to vote 
out all the retiring Board including 
former Chairperson Pelani Siwawa- 
Ndai together with other four (4) 
Board Directors. The shareholder’s 
substitution elections were in favor 
of Colm Patterson, Bernard Mzizi, 
Lebole Mokote, Victor Ramalepa and 
Duraiswamy Kalynaraman set to be 
replacing the retiring Board.

The former BBS Board suffered a 
humiliating blow on the hands of the 
shareholders comprised of Siwawa 
Ndai, Michael Tlhagwane, James 
Kanyuka, Richard Molosiwa and 
Kgalalelo Montlhe. 

Corporate Governance 
Practitioner and Managing 
Director at Wise Leadership, Mpho 
Kgosietsile says that the current 
impasse between the former board 
MD shows that something was 
wrong. She noted it could be that 

BBS Brawl: Molefe has the last laugh!
• Brink saves AGM, celebrated by shareholders   • Shareholders kick out all Board members

• New Board to lift Molefe, Showa suspension   • BBS Corporate Governance in jeopardy - expert
the AGM meets its quorum, all 
matters, including the election of the 
directors, will go ahead.

Brink moved successfully to 
secure a court order that the AGM 
continues while Board proposed 
that AGM be adjourned citing 
irregularities in issuing notice hence 
disregarding BBS constitution.

But the shareholders disagreed 
calling for the AGM to proceed as 
Brink approached the High Court in 
the middle of the AGM and Justice 
Michael Leburu strained the Board 
to adjourn AGM. Sources close to 
the developments say that Molefe 
and Showa are highly favored by 
Brink’s family. Both Molefe and 
Showa seemed to have no anxiety 
at the AGM which continued in the 
absence of the Board members who 
exited after the court ordered in favor 
of Brink for AGM to proceed.

“The new board is considering to 
reinstate Molefe and Showa following 
their suspensions. The shareholders 
have been fed up by the feud which 
brought anxiety to them as driven 
by the old board. Shareholders were 
not happy with how the business was 
brought into a disrepute,” said source.

Molefe and Showa suffered blow 
on the eve of the AGM on Thursday 
night when the Industrial Court 
ruled in urgent litigation brought by 
Molefe and Showa confirming their 
suspensions from BBS. 

one of the parties did not follow 
procedures and most importantly 
breached the constitution which is 
very critical in enhancing a good 
corporate governance too.

“The constitution is very key in 
corporate governance. The impasse 
was bad example of the corporate 
governance and it means that BBS 
has been poorly governed as it 
appeared in the public opinion. The 
new board could be entrusted to 
reverse decisions of former board 

but it should also work on restoring 
public confidence on the brand.BBS 
image is in jeopardy,” she said.

Kgosietsile said that governance 
is important in the sense that every 
director should take the decisions 
on the best interest of the business 
stakeholders being customers and 
shareholders. “Whenever there 
is instability in the organisation 
set up on principles of corporate 
governance, it come along with 
reputational risks as some of the 

shareholders could lose confidence 
on the business and pull out. Share 
value also matters because it has 
been exposed to risk,” she added. 
Businessman Brink whose family 
owns 17% in BBS which has been 
entangled in ugly boardroom brawl 
between Molefe and former Board 
on Friday wielded his power for the 
AGM to proceed.

His attorneys, Mboki Chilisa 
and Kabelo Nkwe, secured the rule 
nisi which ordered that as long as 

BAKANG TIRO
editors@thepatriot.co.bw

V ice president of Alliance 
for Progressives (AP) 
Wynter Mmolotsi 

said the party is confident that 
opposition will emerge victorious 
in 2024 elections to dethrone ruling 
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP).

In an interview on Friday, 
Mmolotsi who is also the only AP 
MP for Francistown South said 
that the party regional congresses 
are going well as the party is geared 
for opposition cooperation talks. 
He noted that AP is committed to 
work with Umbrella for Democratic 
Change (UDC) and Botswana 
Patriotic Change (BPF) emphasizing 
that the united opposition stand a 
chance to defeat the BDP.

“Our regional tours are meant to 
solicit mandate from our members as 
we are in opposition talks with other 
parties. We want our members to 
give feedback on what AP can submit 
at unity talks. We are committed 
to find ways in which we can work 
with other parties,” said confident 
Mmolotsi.

According to the outspoken AP 
legislator, the current BDP regime 

AP smells 2024 opposition victory
• Regional congresses prepare for the unity talks
• AP wants united opposition for 2024 elections
• Current BDP regime is weakest ever- Mmolotsi

Three opposition parties being 
UDC, BPF and AP entered 
opposition unity talks ahead of 2024 
elections.

The parties last year signed the 
Memorandum of Understanding to 
partner on essential aspects.

The spirit and the purpose 
according to the parties is to ensure 
electoral gains and victory in the bye-
election, with each of contracting 
parties enjoined in selection of 
candidates among others.

“Continuing cooperation in the 
bye-elections will strengthen our 
commitment to party-to party 
relationships and working to increase 
the understanding of Batswana about 
all social, economic and political 
problems confronting the country,” 
said the cooperating parties in the 
MOU deal.

polls if we want to topple BDP,” 
said Mmolotsi urging opposition 
members to desist from skirmishes.

AK47 as Mmolotsi is popularly 
known in the political circles said 
that the party lost three (3) of its 
2019 parliamentary candidates to 
the BDP but said this is not going to 
cause panic to the AP.

AP fielded 40 candidates for the 
2019 general elections but won only 
one seat through Mmolotsi while the 
party’s top brass such as President 
Ndaba Gaolatlhe and Dr Phenyo 
Butale suffered the defeats.

He also pointed out that UDC 
lost two (2) of its seating MPs but 
said the concern was dealt with 
when two seating MPs from BDP 
being Mephato Reatile and Ignatius 
Moswaane crossed to opposition.

Reatile who is MP for Jwaneng- 
Mabutsane joined Botswana Patriotic 
Front (BPF) while the MP for 
Francistown West Moswaane joined 
the Botswana People Party (BPP), 
becoming its only MP.

Mmolotsi went on to buttress that 
there will be rising challenges facing 
the journey through opposition 
cooperation talks but said they must 
be dealt with high cognizance to 
avoid splits.

led by President Mokgweetsi Masisi 
is the weakest ever in history of 
the party and he is confident that 
opposition can oust it. He says that 
they should take advantage of the 
BDP poor performance in debates at 
parliament. “The BDP is on its knees 

and that why it always want to recruit 
the members from opposition. There 
is quality in opposition at parliament 
when compared to the BDP aisle. 
I want to see all opposition parties 
united in 2024. We should no longer 
compete against each other at the 

Overhaul your system - DIS warned
•  ‘Government leaks that compromise confidential and strategic information affecting policy violate the National 

Security Act as well as the Intelligence and Security Service Act’ -DIS

•  ‘They need to look at their server system and overhaul it as well as changing system administrators’ -expert

he said.
On the recruitment drive as they 

transit to a hybrid mining model, 
Koolatotse said that to date 320 out 
of 413 vacancies have already been 
filled under Cut 9 recruitment on 
a Fixed Contract while a Labour 
Service Provider is being sought 
through public tender. 

“Recruitment for the remaining 
93 positions will be completed by 
the end of April 2021. In addition, 
recruitment is also on-going through 
business partners working for Cut 9 
operation,” he said, explaining that 
other required outsourced services 
include drilling, tyre management, 
maintenance and labor services 
among others. 

Koolatotse said the tyre contract 
for tyre management has been 
awarded to a 100% citizen-owned 
company. In 2017 Debswana 
adopted a Citizen Empowerment 
Policy (CEEP) which was in line 
with the national Citizen Economic 
Framework and Koolatotse said 
that with the awarding of tenders to 
citizen owned it is a demonstration 
that they are committed to 
CEEP.“Other tenders are at various 
stages of the process as follows: a 
short-term drilling contractor is in 
place to ensure smooth transition 
whilst a longer-term contract is 
currently out on tender, this is for a 
100% citizen owned company; the 
running of the contractor’s camp 
clinic procurement process is being 
adjudicated; and the re-tendering for 
the labour sourcing services has been 
restarted. Smaller contracts such as 
the provision of food and bussing 
of employees have been awarded to 
100% citizen-owned companies,” 

TO PAGE 4

Mmolotsi 

BBS Managing Director Pius Molefe [R] with Sipho Showa 

Armstrong
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BOTSWANA COMMUNICATIONS REGULATORY AUTHORITY 
PLOT 50671 INDEPENDENCE AVENUE GABORONE

PRIVATE BAG 00495 GABORONE, BOTSWANA 
  6797 593 762+ : xaF  5577 593 762+ :leT

E : info@bocra.org.bw | www.bocra.org.bw
Imagine the world without order
Imagine the world without BOCRA

PUBLIC NOTICE

TENDER NO: BOCRA/PT/001/2021.2022

DEVELOPMENT OF AN ONLINE PORTAL FOR DATA COLLECTION

1. The Botswana Communications Regulatory Authority (BOCRA or the Authority) hereby invites experienced 
Botswana Innovation Hub (BIH) a�liated companies and Botswana Quali�cation Authority (BQA) tertiary 
institutions accredited to provide degree courses in Computer Science or  equivalent to tender for the 
Development of an Online Portal for Data Collection.

2. The main objective of this project is to develop a web based online portal that shall ensure timely  submission 
of data from BOCRA stakeholders, give up to date reports and utilise analytics on the data to analyse and predict 
market trends.

3. The Invitation to Tender (ITT) document should be purchased at the BOCRA Head O�ce by interested             
companies at a non-refundable fee of P280.00 (Two Hundred and Eighty Pula) VAT Inclusive. Payment must be 
made in the form of bank transfer or deposits to the following bank details: 

 Bank Name: First National Bank Botswana Ltd
 Branch Name: Mall
 Branch Code: 28-28-67
 Account Name: Botswana Communications Regulatory Authority
 Bank Account No: 62011115088
 Swift Code: FIRNBWGX
 Reference: BTA0001

4. Tender documents shall be issued upon provision of Proof of Payment (POP). All funds transfer bank charges 
shall be borne by the bidder.

5. Bids and all supporting documents should be submitted not later than 10:00hrs on 21 May 2021 or such other 
later date as the Authority may advise in writing, to the Tender Box located at the following physical address:

Botswana Communications Regulatory Authority 
Plot 50671 Independence Avenue 

Gaborone

6. Bids will be opened at 10:05 HRS on the 21 May 2021 at the BOCRA o�ces. In observing COVID-19 Protocols, 
bidders and the general public will not be allowed to attend the opening. Tender opening details will be 
published on BOCRA Website.

7. The BOCRA Procurement Regulations and Procedures shall apply to this tender. 

8. Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing, the Authority is not bound to accept the lowest or any tender 
o�er.

9. For any further information regarding the tender, please contact:
    Procurement O�ce at: procurement@bocra.org.bw

INTEREST RATES FOR MAY 2021

Bank SBI Botswana Ltd

THE ABOVE INTREST RATES ARE APPLICABLE W.E.F 09 OCT 2020
Prime Rate 5.25%

# Deposit interest rates shown above are indicative only. 

For any query/ information please contact us:  

Bank SBI Botswana Ltd     
2nd Floor, Exponential, Plot No.54351, CBD     
P. O .Box 505243, Gaborone Station Post Office, Gaborone

Tel: 3919778    Fax: 3919858 

Type of deposit 
account

Nominal interest 
rates p.a.

Actual interest 
rates (effective 
p.a.)

Minimum 
balance 
(BWP)

Deposits
Current 0.00% 0.00% 1,000
Call Deposit 0%-1% 0%-1.01% 1,000
Savings 0%-0.25% 0%-0.25% 500
91 days Fixed Deposit 1.50% 1.51% 1,000
6 months 1.55% 1.56% 1,000
12 months 1.65%-1.7% 1.66%-1.71% 1,000
24 months 1.75% 1.76% 1,000
Over 24 months 1.75%-1.8% 1.76%-1.81% 1,000

Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
International Relations Dr Lemogang 
Kwape could not be drawn into confirming 
the appointment of General Morake as 
Botswana’s Ambassador to Japan saying 
it is the prerogative of the Head of State. 
“If there is such appointment it will be 
communicated to us and we have not yet 
received one,” he said.

Efforts to get comment from General 
Morake and Seikano were futile as they 
both didn’t answer their mobile phones.

A Public Administration scholar, former 
lecturer at Defence Command and Staff 
College of BDF and current MP for Phikwe 
West, Dithapelo Keorapetse said enior 
military officers at the rank of Generals 
in the context of Botswana are educated 
and experienced in international relations 
and/ or diplomacy. He exlained that most 
of them have gone to Staff Colleges and 
War Colleges which are for all intends and 
purposes universities. There they got post 
graduate degrees and other qualifications 
in political science, international relations, 
security studies, strategic studies and other 
related programs. 

“This applies to General Morake, who we 

gather is headed for Japan as Ambassador 
and General Fisher who was our envoy 
in Nigeria and Zimbabwe. Others who 
have been envoys are General Pheto. Our 
founding Commander General Merafhe 
became arguably the best foreign affairs 
minister the country has ever had. BDF 
is one of the best trained and educated 
professional defense force in the region 
and the world. Through Defense Attaches 
deployed in different countries, our armed 
forces have been able to  advance our 
national diplomatic interests. BDF has done 
military diplomatic activities such as peace 
keeping, joint military exercises, high level 
dialogues etc. international relations can’t 
be divorced from the army, for war is the 
pursuit of politics through other means,” 
said Keorapetse, adding that senior army 
officers should be understood to be career 
diplomats because it is what they do in 
addition to preparing for war during peace 
times. 

“”General Morake and Seikano are more 
qualified than most of the envoys we have 
at the moment. I’m comfortable if qualified 
military officers are appointed to diplomatic 
missions as it is done elsewhere,” said 
Keorapetse.   

BDF Generals get 
diplomatic posts

FROM PAGE 1

Mozambique frustrates SADC leaders 

LESEGO MOSINYI 
editors@thepatriot.com

F ollowing the emergence of 
Corona Virus pandemic in the 
country, the  Botswana International 

University of Science and Technology 
(BIUST) became one of the institutions that 
worked tirelessly to help the government 
by producing products that helped with 
the fight against the pandemic which have 
ravaged not only Botswana, but also the 
entire world. 

Speaking at the virtual awards 
ceremony which was held to appreciate 
BIUST staff and students who took part 
in the  production of the products, in 
Palapye recently,  BIUST Vice Chancellor 
Professor Otlogetswe Totolo applauded 
the awardees for  working determinedly to 
produce COVID 19 response products in 
a concerted effort to assist the Botswana 
Government  combat the spread of Covid-
19 pandemic.

 Professor Totolo indicated that, BIUST 
was  proud to have played its role in 
producing world- class research and 
innovation in science, engineering  and 
technology, contributed to industry growth 
and development, and advancement of 
a diversified knowledge. “The products 
which were donated  acraoss the country 
were produced by our very own staff and 
students in our laboratories which makes 

BIUST recognizes Covid 19 workers 

me very confident and proud to tell the 
world on the quality of graduates the 
university produces,” he said.

BIUST Vice Chancellor  further 
recognized other stakeholders who include, 
Local Enterprise Authority (LEA) who 
worked with the University in the fight 
against the Covid 19 Pandemic by providing 
the mass soap production equipment which 
ensured sufficiency and efficiency in the 
production of the BIUST bathing and liquid 

soap.  “This notion of awarding patriots 
who have contributed enormously to the 
fight of Covid 19 is also the relevant time 
to recognize the goodwill displayed by our 
industry partners such as Morupule Coal 
Mine who contributed BWP100 000 and the 
De Beers Group who contributed 10, 000 
litres of raw materials towards supporting 
the production of hand sanitizer,” he said.

“Drone sprayers were modified  by 
BIUST team in conjunction with the 

that they will show areas where they 
need help. “We know in which areas we 
need support and which areas are up to us, 
Mozambicans, to solve,” Nyusi said in an 
address broadcast on state TV station TVM 
early this month.

He said that no war can be won if it is not 
clear from the beginning what can be done 
by the country itself and what can be done 
by its allies. Though Botswana government, 

through a press release, indicated that the 
meeting was cancelled due to President 
Masisi being on quarantine and South 
African President Ramaphosa appearing 
before the Zondo Commission, highly 
placed sources have revealed that this was a 
just a PR stunt by the two nations.
MMK report 

The Brigadier Mokukumani led 
mission known as the MMK report which 
comprised experts in intelligence, air, 

Botswana Defence Force which disinfected 
the air at the densely populated spots 
around Palapye…, another innovation is 
the development of a real-time dashboard 
for visualization of Covid 19 pandemic in 
Botswana, developed through collaboration 
with iThemba LABS and the University of 
Witwatersrand in South Africa.,” he added.

For his part, BIUST  Deputy Vice 
Chancellor Academic Affairs Professor 
Elisha Shemang said what the BIUST staff 
and students did is nothing short of heroism 
as they managed stand out when their 
country needed them. “It is time of crisis 
that heroes are born, today  we concede 
BIUST personnel who did not only act 
heroically to produce Covid 19 response 
products during difficult time when 
Botswana needed experts to come forth to 
assist in combating the novel Covid 19 but 
confirmed existence of BIUST of changing 
the economy  to a resource based one,” he 
said.

Furthermore, Professor Shemang said, 
the University, through the awardees has 
risen to the challenge with much resilience 
and courage.  “This noble gesture made our 
university gain much needed recognition 
around the globe and attracted positive 
strides that will lead us to be a research 
extensive university that was intended to…
it is evident enough that the research you 
carry is becoming fruitful and purposeful,” 
he said. 

ground and maritime military operations 
from Botswana, Angola, Malawi, South 
Africa, Tanzania and Zimbabwe had 
recommended for the intervention force 
of 3000 soldiers. They recommended that 
the operation be funded by the SADC 
Contingency Fund and mobilise continental 
and international partners and stakeholders.

Already the United States of America 
through their special forces known as the 
Green Berets have committed to train 

the Mozambican army on 
fighting the insurgents.
Where to SADC? 

In an interview Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and 
International Relations Dr 
Lemogang Kwape confirmed 
that indeed they had meeting 
of ministerial troika and 
have made recommended to 
the heads of state. Dr Kwape 
declined to reveal what 
was discussed or what they 
have recommended to the 
heads of state who will be 
meeting at a later date as it is 
confidential. 

Commentator on 
international relations 
Thabo Mothowagae said if 
Mozambique refuses military 
assistance from the SADC 
regional forces, the regional 
block will have to revoke the 
international and regional 
laws. “One of those include 
collective self defence and 
United Nations Security 
Council approved military 
intervention which they can 
use if Mozambique is not 
forthcoming,” he said.

Mothowagae reasoned 
that SADC’s Mutual Defence 
Pact empowers SADC to 
intervene as it states that ‘an 
armed attack against a State 
Party shall be considered a 
threat to regional peace and 
security and such an attack 
shall be met with immediate 
collective action.’ “The issue 
of insurgents in the Carbo 
Delgardo Province is a 
threat to regional peace as it 
might escalate to Tanzania 
which shares the border with 
Mozambique on that side,” 
he said.
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he said.  He said that in the past five years, 
Jwaneng has spent a total of P4.6 billion 
on citizen owned companies who trade 
in the specialties of Civil, Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineering, Fire Suppression, 
Construction, Water Solutions, Industrial 
Cleaning and Environmental Management.
Majwe Mining JV employees 

On the absorption of the Majwe Mining 
JV employees into Debswana, the Acting 
Managing Director Lynette Armstrong said 
that they did not commit to absorb Majwe 
employees. “Indeed the Cut 9 operation 
still requires human resources to carry out 
the day to day tasks that is why Jwaneng 
Mine has employed Fixed Term Contract 
employees sourced through an open job 

advertisement. The FTCs will continue to 
work at the cut 9 operation while a Labour 
Services Tender is being progressed,” she 
said.
Orapa Letlhakane, Damtshaa Mine (OLDM) 

Updating about the assets closure, OLDM 
General Manager Bakani Motlhabani said 
that as part of restructuring the mines, 
they have decommissioned their 47 
year-old processing plant in Orapa and 
put Damtshaa Mine on maintenance and 
care. He said the closure of the plant and 
Damtshaa Mine has impacted on 545 jobs 
with 282 requesting voluntary exit. Recently 
there were talks that Debswana has decided 
to sell Damntshaa Mine to citizen owned 
companies in reaction to that, Motlhabani 

said that the Debswana Board has not given 
them a mandate to sell the mine.

“No decision has yet been made in terms 
of what that strategy will be, as we are 
still evaluating different options. A lot of 
groundwork is still being done in order to 
determine the feasibility of all the options 
under review,” said Motlhabani.
Jwaneng Mining to go 
underground 

Debswana Head of Transformation and 
Innovation Thabo Balopi revealed that the 
diamond company is planning to make 
savings of at least P2 billion through the 
restructuring of part of the company.

One of the strategies is to convert 
Jwaneng mine from open pit  cast mine 

to underground entity which Balopi said 
that the shift to underground is expected 
to produce about 9 million carats annually 
and extend the Jwaneng mine’s lifespan by 
a further 20 years. Asked when that will be 
implemented, Balopi said that early access is 
expected by 2023 with full production from 
2034. “Jwaneng will be the world’s largest 
underground mine with a more than 360 
km of tunnel network,” he said.

On how much it will cost to convert the 
mine to underground, Balopi said that the 
initial estimate is P65 billion. Chipping in, 
Debswana’s Head of Diamond Technical 
Services Lenayang Dimbungu said that the 
board has not yet taken any final decision 
with regard to financing the project.

Debswana 2024 in full swing
FROM PGAE 3

Professor Totolo

Seikano
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Deposit Interest Rates
For the month of May 2021

Type of Deposit 
Account

Nominal Interest 
Rates (%)

Actual Interest 
Rates (%)

Minimum Opening 
Balance

(Lowest-Highest) (Lowest-Highest) (Pula)

Current Nil Nil Nil

Call 0.10% - 0.25% 0.10% - 0.25% 1,000

Savings 0.15% - 3.25% 0.15% - 3.25% 100

91-Days Fixed Deposit 1.00% - 1.25% 1.00% - 1.25% 1,000

6 months 1.75% - 2.00% 1.75% - 2.00% 1,000

12 months 2.05% - 2.25% 2.05% -2.25% 1,000

24 months 2.25% - 2.50% 2.25% -2.50% 1,000

Over 24 months 2.55% - 3.00% 2.55% - 3.00% 1,000

Prime Lending Rate 5.25% 5.25%

The Prime lending rate of 5.25% is effective from 9th October 2020

For deposits more than P1,000,000 please contact 367 4377

Game City Branch          - 370 4700
Fairgrounds Branch          - 367 4600
Airport Junction Branch   - 371 9700
The Square Branch          - 398 5700

Francistown Branch       - 245 0000
Selebi Phikwe Branch    - 263 1000
Palapye Branch        - 494 1000
Maun Branch        - 682 0000

Ghanzi Sales and Service Centre 
Molepolole Sales and Service Centre 
Letlhakane Sales and Service Centre 
Kanye Sales and Service Centre 

Deposit Interest Rates shown are indicative only
For firm rates please contact any of our Branches and Sales and Service Centres:

bancabc.co.bw  |  atlasmara.comBancABC Botswana

- 659 8800
- 592 3050
- 298 5011
- 544 6300

BAKANG TIRO
editors@thepatriot.co.bw 

P ermanent Secretary (PS) 
in the Ministry of Local 
Government and Rural 

Development Molefi Keaja says 
Councillors will get the outstanding 
6% salary increase as government 
understands their grievances 
after petitioning the minister of 
Local Government Eric Molale 
demanding the pay. Councillors felt 
that government was unfair to them 
after they were omitted from the 
6% and 10% salary increment that 
was extended to civil servants and 
Members of Parliament (MPs) in 
2020. 

In an interview, Keaja said that 
government is working around the 
clock to pay the councillors. He 
indicated that lack of resources due 
to the strained budget as result of 
Covid-19 pandemic resulted on 
the delay of paying the councillors 
noting that if situation improve 
they will be paid. “We had the 
consultations with Botswana 
Association of Local Authorities 
(BALA) last year on November 
regarding the matter. There are over 
600 councillors that needs to be 

The Nchindo family is 
looking to sue the Botswana 
government for damages 

after Botswana Defence Force 
(BDF) soldiers shot and killed three 
brothers and a cousin, last year at 
the Chobe River between Namibian 
and Botswana. The revelation comes 
after President Hage Geingob 
recently paid a courtesy visit on the 
family. “That is one of the items we 
highlighted when we had a meeting 
with the President. We asked that 
our government should be able 
to assist us with negotiating for 
compensation from the Botswana 
government. But definitely, suing for 
compensation is a priority as we seek 
recourse,” a representative of the 
Nchindo family, Owen Sinvula told 
Windhoek Observer. 

According to Sinvula, the general 
feeling from the Head of State is that 
he concurs, however, the challenge is 
that the preliminary findings of the 
investigation into the killings show 
that the four were killed in Botswana, 
thus under the jurisdiction of 
Botswana government. “So, he 
(Geingob) cannot dictate on the 
subject of compensation. Had it been 
here, in Namibia and committed by 
Namibian soldiers, it would have 
been easier.” 

On how far the family had gone 
with regards to its planned legal 
recourse, Sinvula said consultations 
had been held with unnamed lawyers 
on how best to assist the family on 

Botswana faces lawsuit for killing poachers
•  as Nchindo 

family 
demands 
compensation 

Councillors get 6% salary increase
• Ministry of Local Govt PS Keaja assures Cllrs money • Govt cites budget constraints for increment delays
• Cllrs demand the money, petition Minister Molale • PS promises change on service delivery at Local Govt

He underscored the importance 
of digitalizing the local government 
through overhauling the old manual 
system as the ministry’s delivery 
of services is anchored on councils 
and Bogosi hence it is important to 
enhance service delivery by playing 
part in Smart Botswana initiative too.
Decentralisation Policy

Keaja revealed that the 
Decentralisation Policy is taking 
shape as councils are consulted by 
the minister over and been drafted 
with help Botswana Institute for 
Development Policy Analysis 
(BIDPA). 

According to him, the policy is 
critical in the sense that it achieves to 
improve service delivery too. He said 
that the councils have been engaged 
on the draft policy by the minister to 
get their views on it.

To date, Keaja has indicated that 
councils such as Chobe, Jwaneng, 
Ghanzi and South East have been 
consulted by the minister of local 
government adding that the policy is 
strategic for change.

The development of 
a Decentralisation Policy is 
part of an undertaking by the 
Government to create a governance 
framework that defines and aligns 
the roles and responsibilities 
of central government, local 
governments and non-state actors 
to drive decentralised, inclusive and 
responsive service respectively.

Sibisibi said that the policy is 
key step in the right direction 
commending ministry for valuing it.

He noted that BALA has been 

advocating for decentralisation 
policy and he consulted councils.

“It is encouraging that there is 
progress on implementation of 
the policy. The policy will give the 
councils more participation in 
the economy and their portfolio 
will expand. We are committed to 
fast-tracking the policy when it is 
adopted. BALA will fully the support 
government,” he added.
Ministerial Budget

Local Government ministry was 
allocated total budget of P8.5 billion 
for 2021\2022 financial year.

PS Keaja says the largest share of 
P7.1 billion is for recurrent and P1.4 
billion for development budget.

According to him, P4.7 billion of 
the recurrent budget is allocated for 
councils for their operations.

“Social protection department 
has been given P1.5 billion of the 
recurrent budget to take care of 
the old age and destitute pensions 
amongst others. The Tribal 
Administration is getting P662 
million for allowances and salaries,” 
said Keaja noting that he expects 
money to be well utilized.

From the P1.4 billion development 
budget, Keaja said that P554 million 
is reserved for primary education 
noting that money will be for 
extension existing schools and 
building of 12 new schools.

Keaja revealed that 1 school will be 
built in Francistown, 2 in Gaborone, 
2 in Central District, 1 in Kgatleng 
and 2 in North West, 2 in Jwaneng 
and the other 2 will be in Southern 
District as well.

the issue of compensation. “As it 
stands, Government has already 
committed to assist us, even as 
far as going to Botswana to attend 
court proceedings together with the 
Namibian High Commissioner to 
Botswana.” 

On the state of the family since 
the shooting incident, Sinvula said 
the deceased three brothers had left 
behind 17 children and taking care of 
the family was proving a challenge, 
thus the decision to seek financial 
compensation to fend for them. “It’s 
been very difficult. The eldest is a 
fourth-year student at the University 
of Namibia, studying teaching, while 
the second eldest is a second-year 
student at a vocational institution. 
Some of the kids were going to 
private schools and their parents 
were the ones fending for them. 
Others are in boarding school. It has 
not been easy. Through the support 
we have in the family, we are trying,” 

he said. “That is one reason why we 
actually asked Government to look 
at social grant aspect and consider it 
under special circumstances, because 
one caregiver is on Impalila Island 
taking care of the kids that are there. 
When they receive the N$300 grant, 
it’s not even enough to cover the 
transportation cost from Impalila to 
Katima. We asked Government to 
look at those special circumstances.”

On the decision by the Presidency 
to keep the final report into 
the killings private, the family 
spokesperson said the family had 
requested to view the report’s 
contents. “Sharing it in private with 
the family would probably be the 
best to assist us to find closure, as the 
process is still on going,” he said.

The brothers were alleged to have 
been poachers by the BDF. Sinvula 
said, “Sharing the report might 
dispel the notion that the brothers 
were poachers.” “The best time to 

disclose the report to the public was 
last year already. But once it becomes 
a matter in court, I think the details 
will become easily accessible and 
available to the general public. If I 
had the capacity to control things, I 
would have wanted the report to be 
made public a long time ago. But I 
don’t make decisions.”

A statement by the Office of the 
President stated that the family’s 
request would be considered. “With 
regard to the report, which the 
Nchindo family requested to see, the 
President informed that the joint 
investigation report into the killings 
was complete, as he had previously 
announced and the Government 
would consider their request to view 
contents of the report. However, the 
question of jurisdiction was equally 
important and the report could 
not be made public, the President 
emphasised.”  [OBSERVER24.COM.
NA]

members over others. Disgruntled 
MPs said Masisi and Tsogwane had 
long shown their favoritism during 
the 2019 elections by launching some 
BDP parliamentary candidates and 

leaving others to fend for 
themselves. “This favoritism still 
persist today.  Most of the candidates 
that were launched by either Masisi 
or Tsogwane made it into the cabinet. 
This divide and rule must stop. 

All MPs should be given equal 
treatment whether they are in 
cabinet or not. 

We matter as BDP backbenchers 
and the leadership should not just 
align itself to us when lobbying 
us to support bills,” said one BDP 

Masisi’s day of reckoning
FROM PAGE 1 Legislator. Moreover, it is expected 

that the MPs will relay to Masisi 
their concerns over instability in 
government as well as decisions 
taken that put their political careers 
on the line.  One of the decisions 
that they are unhappy about is the 
withdrawal of Covid-19 scorpion’s 
jobs. Recently, Lobatse Town Council 
issued a notice of withdrawal of 
vacancy of temporary Covid-19 
scorpions. Other Councils are 
anticipated to follow suit because 
local authorities are cash strapped.

“We cannot afford to see 
government falling into disarray. 
It is common knowledge from the 
just ended Parliament session that 
Covid-19 scorpions will be retained. 

Voters look up to us when some 
of government decisions are bad. 
Government house should be put in 
order,’’ said another MP.

Also, BDP backbenchers are not 
happy that new members recruited 
from the opposition aisle by Masisi 
to join the BDP are for a long time 
always given priority and in pole 
position for cabinet appointments. 
This, the MPs said, is creating the 
impression that BDP leadership 
doubts their capabilities.

Recently, the opposition 
particularly Umbrella for Democratic 
Change (UDC) accused the BDP for 
recruiting some of its MPs before the 
floor crossing bill was signed as they 
were offered cabinet posts.

PHILLIMON MMESO
editors@thepatriot.co.bw  

Umbrella for Democratic 
Change (UDC) are facing 
their unending financial 

challenges emanating from the court 
cases they had before and after the 
2019 General Elections.

While the party recently managed 
to settle their legal fees with 
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) 
they are now facing old debts to 
the two South African advocates 
who represented them during their 
case with Botswana Movement for 
Democracy (BMD) in August 2019.

Information gathered by this 
publication is that the two South 
African advocates Paul Kennedy 
and Tembeka Ngcukaitobi are 
demanding over P500, 000 from the 
UDC as legal fees.

Sources have revealed that 
UDC will not have a choice 
but to settle the bill as BMD is 
financially incapacitated and won’t 
be able to pay the legal costs. UDC 
Spokesperson Moeti Mohwasa 
said their attorneys of record in the 
matter have not shared the taxed 
bill with them as such they cannot 

UDC owes lawyers for BMD case  
• The two advocates demands over P500,000 
• Yes, we still have legal bills to settle - Mohwasa
• ‘We hope BMD will not neglect to pay us’ -Mohwasa

Bakwena refused to comment 
on allegations that the BMD is 
financially broke choosing to say 
that they awaiting for the bill from 
UDC. The legal costs arose from 
the legal challenge BMD launched 
against UDC just before the elections 
in which they challenged their 
expulsion.

In August 2019 BMD challenged 
the October 2018 decision by the 
UDC National Executive Committee 
to expel them from the coalition. 
BMD lost the case with costs when 
Justice Bashi Moesi said they failed to 
produce any legal and credible case 
to convince the court why the UDC 
should not expel it. He explained 
that the UDC as a political party had 
made its case and that as the court 
it should not interfere in the party’s 
decision.

Their appeal against the high 
court judgment was also thrown 
out by Court of Appeal in which 
they wanted their case to be heard 
on urgent basis. When dismissing 
the appeal, Judge President of Court 
of Appeal, Justice Ian Kirby said 
that their appeal would likely cause 
voter confusion and uncertainty in 
elections.

speculate how much BMD owes 
them.

“Yes. We still have legal bills 
to settle. It has not been easy for 
us as we were at the summit of a 
financially draining election cycle. 
As per the order of court, we hope 
the BMD could pay so that we 
could settle. Though we are directly 
responsible for the bill, they are 
supposed to pay our costs,” he said.

The UDC spokesperson said 
they have never been at war with 
the BMD as their expulsion was 
out of principle and not malice. 
“We also acknowledge their right 
to seek legal redress or review of 
our actions. We therefore, though 
expecting them to settle the costs, 
would not pursue them in a way that 
is vindictive and seeks to embarrass 
them. It is common knowledge that 
all opposition parties are struggling 
financially. We however hope that 
this magnanimous approach will 
not make them neglect to pay us,” he 
said.

Contacted for comment, BMD 
Treasurer Percy Bakwena said they 
are yet to receive the legal bill from 
UDC and will take it from there. 

paid the due. Considerations will be 
made by the government if financial 
situation normalizes,” said PS Keaja.

In an interview, Botswana 

Association of Local Authorities 
(BALA) president Jeffrey Sibisibi 
said that councillors independently 
petitioned minister Molale but also 

informed BALA about appeal.
“We are hoping that the ministry 

will call us for consultations on the 
matter and see what can be done. 

The councillors gave ministry 14 
days to respond to the petition and 
we are ready for engagement with 
the ministry. BALA is committed 
for discussion on this matter,” said 
Sibisisibi.  In the petition, councillor 
says that Molale’s office must take 
cognizance that it had been one year 
and one month without receiving 
the increment indicating that the 
delay of this money had amounted 
to significant distress and damages 
of their lives therefore want money 
paid.
Turnaround Strategy

Meanwhile, Keaja said that the 
ministry is on a transformational 
journey aimed at improving service 
delivery at local government 
departments harnessed through new 
2021-2025 strategy. He noted that a 
new strategy which is premised of 
six pillars is the bible in terms all of 
delivery efforts.

“The pillars include reorganize 
the ministry to improve the 
organizational performance. 
Successful implementation, local 
government digitalization, growing 
local economies and resilience, 
and the provision of effective local 
services and infrastructure are the 
areas of focus for delivery,” he said.

Oozing with confidence, Keaja 
says that the budget priorities will 
be aligned to service delivery at 
the local authorities buttressing 
that ministry also want to drive the 
transformational agenda.

Permanent Secretary (PS) in the Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development Molefi Keaja

Mohwasa

President Hage Geingob visits the Nchindo family 
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Botswana Sectors of Educators Trade Union (BOSETU) 
President Winston Radikolo has decried that the local 
education system has been badly exposed and found wanting 
as Covid-19 hit home. Speaking at the official opening of 

BOSETU virtual elective congress, which was held under the theme 
“Transforming the education sector in the midst of Covid-19 Pandemic,” 
on Tuesday in Palapye, Radikolo said the theme could not have been 
relevant in the context of how the Covid-19 pandemic has adversely 
affected the education sector.

“It is worth stating that this theme was deliberately crafted in an 
endeavour to stir debate and trigger national discourse on how the 
education system of Botswana should respond trends imposed by 
covid-19,” he said, adding that the theme means that the manner in 
which teaching and learning has been carried out in schools should 
change to embrace Covid-19 preventative protocols.

He said schools are way too big in terms of population, as 
classrooms are badly congested. He further said there is also absence 
of connectivity in schools and as a result , there is minimum use of  
technology. “With the above inadequacies, teaching and learning literally 
halted when Covid-19 protocols such as social distancing, decongestion 
of workplaces and the ultimate lockdowns were imposed,” decried 
Radikolo.

Furthermore,  BOSETU President said while the pandemic has 
affected everyone regardless of economic status, gender or national it 
is quite glaring that the effects are not the same. “Poor countries and 
the vulnerable have been hard hit. At this juncture, the million-dollar 
question that should be asked is here in Botswana how is our education 
affected. What is our recovery plans and transformational agenda? 
These are the questions that should be at the centre of our debate,” 

he said.  He noted that the remedial proposals that they had over the 
years  suggested to the government on education challenges are still 
relevant with Covid-19  mentioning that they have always called  on the 
ministries of Education to adopt a particularistic approach to education 
problems since the preferred universal approach has failed over the 
years.

Moreover, Radikolo said, internet connectivity and the use of IT in 
instructional delivery is long overdue. “The use of IT has exposed the 
inequality in schools, the haves, have access to virtual classrooms and 
the have not do not. The IT revolution in schools should be expedited, 
It is here where we call on our various Ministries to embrace fully, 
the working from home and flexi hour arrangement with a deliberate 
intention of ultimately building a strong virtual culture of doing 
business,” he said. BOSETU President  further said,  one of the critical 
aspects of the education sector that needs to be radically transformed 
to respond to covid 19 is the working environment and condition of 
work for educators. He further said covid-19,is by any standards an 
occupational disease, therefore convention 155, on occupational health 
safety provides that any employer whose work subjects an employee to 
hazardous condition should provide those employees  with some PPEs 
and should compensate them in case of an unfortunate event of loss of 
life. 

“It is in this vein that BOSETU has on numerous occasions called 
on government to categorize teachers under the employees that are 
regarded as frontline workers and should provide them with PPEs 
and pay them risk allowance,” he said. Radikolo also  said they have 
always advocated for the abolishing of shared staff accommodation in 
schools and in other institutions .“This practice  is not only inhumane 
but is also a health hazard is not happening anywhere else, safe for 

the armed forces which of late have also been moving rapidly towards 
abandoning the practice, as those who stay outside the barracks are 
incentivized,  and we have also called for the same treatment which our 
Government has always given a cold reception to,” he said. He said the 
practice has also proved to be problematic when dealing with Covid- 19 
pandemic, particularly when house mates have to go for self isolation 
or quarantine. “We therefore still insist through our advocacy that the 
various alternatives to this shared staff accommodation crisis are still 
the only option which remedy the challenge,” he said.

Radikolo added that the Covid-19 challenges outlined remain a 
parasitic threats to challenges that are historical, he however said the 
pandemic has also created a conducive environment for a shift towards 
progressive changes in the public system. “These changes happened 
under great duress, but they were necessary and long overdue, class 
size, student-educator ratio, some upgrade in some school physical 
infrastructure etc,” he said. “We continue to remain very hopeful  that 
such conditions would not reverse, and it is the right direction that the 
education system of the world, Botswana included, ought to go. It is 
in this vein that we call for an urgent and radical transformation of our 
education system towards digitalization and infusion technology,” he 
added.

For his part, university of Namibia Lecturer, Professor Trywell 
Kalusopa said, Covid-19 pandemic has presented what others have 
called a historic shock to education system globally. 

He indicated that UNESCO estimates that globally, more than 1.2 
billion children in 186 countries are affected by school closure due to 
the pandemic. “The pandemic has radically changed the education 
sector forever, this had given rise to e-learning- whereby teaching is 
undertaken remotely and on digital platforms,” said Prof Kalusopa.  He 

noted that in Botswana, like almost all the other 189 countries that 
closed their schools, the education community has had to hastily move 
to remote learning strategies. “During this crisis, we have witnessed 
policy makers, teachers, education leaders, educators and education 
organisations quickly activate innovative new ways of helping learner to 
learn,” he said.

Moreover,  he said in some instances television  radio lessons, 
including  through mobile phone have been some of the ways used, 
however he said reports show that notwithstanding recent focus on 
expanding the use of ICT in Botswana, the country was not ready for 
remote learning for all. “The ICT infrastructure is limited and technology 
disparities among learners became evident based on home background 
and geographic location, “ he said.

He further said statistics Botswana  in their 2019 ICT brief indicate 
that 78.7 percent of people in rural areas had never used computer/ 
laptop/ tablet. “The proportion of those who had ever used a computer/ 
laptop/ tablet in cities and towns was recorded at 48.7 percent. Urban 
villages and rural areas recorded 26.6 and 11.6 percent of those who 
had ever used the same respectively. Gaborone recorded at 24.8 
percent and Kweneng East recorded 14.5 percent. From the population 
only 23.7 percent reported having access to internet services. Only 
about 45.0 percenqt of persons in cities and towns reported having 
access to internet,” he said.

However Professor Kalusopa noted that the silver lining is that 
COVID-19 has resulted in the public recognition that education has a 
critical role in society and parents’ appreciation for teachers, their skills, 
and their invaluable role in student well-being. “ Now is the time to chart 
a vision for how education can emerge stronger from this global crisis 
and help reduce education inequality,” he said. 

RADICAL TRANSFORMATION OF EDUCATION SECTOR NECESSARY ADMIST COVID-19  
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Plot 4220,Extension 14,Gaborone,Botswana

“Social Dialogue: An Imperative for 
tackling emerging challenges”

Month - November 2020

Type of 
deposit 
account

Nominal 
Interest 
Rates (%)

Actual 
Interest 
Rates (%)

Minimum 
opening 
Balance

WE’ LL HELP 
YOU TO SAVE 

FOR A BETTER 
TOMORROW

(lowest-
Highest)

(lowest-
Highest) Pula

Current 0.00 - 0.00% 0.00 - 0.00% 3000

Call 0.00 - 1.00% 0.00 - 1.01% 1000

Savings 0.00 - 2.00% 0.00 - 2.03%   100

91 - Days Fixed 
Deposit

1.50 - 1.50% 1.50 - 1.50%    500

6 Months 1.75 - 1.75% 1.75 - 1.76%   500

12 Months 2.50 - 2.50% 2.50 - 2.53%   500

24 Months 3.75 - 3.75% 3.75 - 3.82%   500
RATES ARE NEGOTIABLE 

FOR FIXED DEPOSITS 
ABOVE BWP500 000.00

36 Months 
and above 

4.50 - 4.50% 4.50 - 4.59%   500

Prime Lending Rate 5.25%        w.e.f. 08.10.2020

Month - September 2020

Type of 
deposit 
account

Nominal 
Interest 
Rates (%)

Actual 
Interest
Rates (%)

Minimum 
opening 
Balance

WE’ LL HELP 
YOU TO SAVE 

FOR A BETTER 
TOMORROW

(lowest-
Highest)

(lowest-
Highest) Pula

Current 0.00 - 0.00% 0.00 - 0.00% 3000

Call 0.00 - 1.25% 0.00 - 1.26% 1000

Savings 0.00 - 2.75% 0.00 - 2.78%   100

91 - Days Fixed 
Deposit

2.25 - 2.75% 2.27 - 2.78%    500

6 Months 2.50 - 3.00% 2.52 - 3.03%   500

12 Months 3.25 - 3.75% 3.29 - 3.80%   500

24 Months 4.00 - 4.50% 4.06 - 4.58%   500
RATES ARE NEGOTIABLE 

FOR FIXED DEPOSITS 
ABOVE BWP500 000.00

Over 24 
Months

4.50 - 4.75% 4.58 - 4.84%   500

Prime Lending Rate 6.25% p. a. ! w.e.f. 29.08.2019

Month - April  2020

Contacts:
G-west Industrial, Gaborone

Phone: 3992700, Fax: 3992720
Email: ho.botswana@bankofbaroda.com

G-West Branch, Gaborone
gwesbo@bankofbaroda.com

Ph: 3992705
Fax: 3992721

Palapye Branch,
palapye@bankofbaroda.com

Ph: 49200 41/4920 036
Fax: 4920 037

Main Mall Branch, Gaborone
Email: gaborone@bankofbaroda.com

Ph: 3188878, 3933776
Forex: 3933744, Clearing: 3956109

Fax: 3188879

Francistown Branch,
francistown@bankofbaroda.com

Ph: 2413440/2413429
Fax: 2413437

Month - Oc tober 2 0 20

Type of 
deposit 
account

Nominal 
Interest 
Rates (%)

Actual 
Interest 
Rates (%)

Minimum 
opening 
Balance

WE’ LL HELP 
YOU TO SAVE 

FOR A BETTER 
TOMORROW

(lowest-
Highest)

(lowest-
Highest) Pula

Current 0.00 - 0.00% 0.00 - 0.00% 3000

Call 0.00 - 1.00% 0.00 - 1.01% 1000

Savings 0.00 - 2.00% 0.00 - 2.03%   100

91 - Days Fixed 
Deposit

1.50 - 1.50% 1.50 - 1.50%    500

6 Months 1.75 - 1.75% 1.75 - 1.76%   500

12 Months 2.50 - 2.50% 2.50 - 2.53%   500

24 Months 3.75 - 3.75% 3.75 - 3.82%   500
RATES ARE NEGOTIABLE 

FOR FIXED DEPOSITS 
ABOVE BWP500 000.00

36 Months 
and above 

4.50 - 4.50% 4.50 - 4.59%   500

Prime Lending Rate 5.25%        w.e.f. 08.10.2020

Month - September 2020

Type of 
deposit 
account

Nominal 
Interest 
Rates (%)

Actual 
Interest
Rates (%)

Minimum 
opening 
Balance

WE’ LL HELP 
YOU TO SAVE 

FOR A BETTER 
TOMORROW

(lowest-
Highest)

(lowest-
Highest) Pula

Current 0.00 - 0.00% 0.00 - 0.00% 3000

Call 0.00 - 1.25% 0.00 - 1.26% 1000

Savings 0.00 - 2.75% 0.00 - 2.78%   100

91 - Days Fixed 
Deposit

2.25 - 2.75% 2.27 - 2.78%    500

6 Months 2.50 - 3.00% 2.52 - 3.03%   500

12 Months 3.25 - 3.75% 3.29 - 3.80%   500

24 Months 4.00 - 4.50% 4.06 - 4.58%   500
RATES ARE NEGOTIABLE 

FOR FIXED DEPOSITS 
ABOVE BWP500 000.00

Over 24 
Months

4.50 - 4.75% 4.58 - 4.84%   500

Prime Lending Rate 6.25% p. a. ! w.e.f. 29.08.2019

Month - April  2020

Contacts:
G-west Industrial, Gaborone

Phone: 3992700, Fax: 3992720
Email: h o.botswana@ban kofbaroda.com

G-West Branch, Gaborone
gwesbo@ban kofbaroda.com

Ph: 3992705
Fax: 3992721

Palapye Branch,
palapye@ban kofbaroda.com

Ph: 49200 41/4920 036
Fax: 4920 037

Main Mall Branch, Gaborone
Email: gaborone@ban kofbaroda.com

Ph: 3188878, 3933776
Forex: 3933744, Clearing: 3956109

Fax: 3188879

Francistown Branch,
francistown@ban kofbaroda.com

Ph: 2413440/2413429
Fax: 2413437

RATES ARE NEGOTIABLE 
FOR FIXED DEPOSITS 
BWP 500 000.00 

AND ABOVE

Month - Oc tober 2 0 20Month - May 2021

 GOBE TAZIBA*

I
t is a thing once unthinkable. The 
idea that corporate culture should 
ever focus on social value and social 

capital, creating assets and livelihoods 
among the poor; this was anathema 
thirty years ago. At that time the ruling 
passion was profit, super profits and 
financial domination of other classes and 
social groupings. Capital had no social 
conscience. Big money had no moral 
obligation. Capital begat capital. Big money 
polluted the environment with impunity. It 
destroyed rainforests. It plundered fragile 
ecosystems and endangered species. It 
trampled on the poor and turned a blind 
eye to social degradation, to suffering 
women, to uneducated children. Market 
fundamentalism dominated politics and 
social engineering. It exploited workers, 
who it extracted alongside raw materials 
from the wilderness of miserable rural 
society, and the bowels of dirty cities. 

In fact, when I was growing up corporate 
giants, by law and custom, routinely decreed 
frightful damnation on the poor and the 
vulnerable in society, both as individuals 
and as communities. Workers were poorly 
paid. Communities were dispossessed 
of material resources and livelihoods. 
Sometimes they were even displaced 
without compensation. But all this is slowly 
changing. 

Yes, capital flight still exists. Contracts 
are still the pillars of income distribution 
inequalities. We must, I think, acknowledge 
that companies, including here in Botswana, 
are seriously beginning to worry about the 
social pathologies of industrialization efforts 
and struggles. Things that once fascinated 
only sociologists and fiction writers are 
now attracting the attention of company 
executives. 

What is happening is that a different form 
of economy is shaping up. It is a form of 
economy that values giving back to society, 
and nature. Look at what mining companies 

Reinventing Civil Society and the 
Corporate World in Botswana 

encumbrances in these locales like drug 
addictions, violence, crime and alcoholism. 
Batswana must be given the power to lift 
themselves from poverty, the power to 
create vital and healthy lives in their own 
communities and neighbourhoods now and 
in the future. 

This is the only way to create a sustainable 
post-Covid19 pandemic society. This is 
only way to create employment for the 
youth. This is the only way to make sure 
development does not leave other citizens; 
the disabled, people living with HIV, and 
indigenous Batswana, behind. Civil society 
organizations must turn themselves into 
social impact organizations of the future. 
What Botswana needs right now is a 
socially-conscious generation of social 
thinkers and practitioners passionately 
committed to social good influencing 
that touches everything from business 
start-ups, business social responsibility, to 
anti-poverty development agendas, public 
purchasing powers and individual career 
choices and wealth creation. 

We determined to transform the face 
of Botswana and redirect the destinies of 
hundreds of thousands of Batswana. We 
want to build an ecosystem of social actors 
that promote innovation as a vehicle to 
create new livelihoods for Batswana and 
lift their social security through better 
living standards and sustainable income 
generation ventures. We want to design 
and implement business strategies that 
scale up already existing social projects to 
add substance to public investment and by 
diversifying economic growth to include 
poor people. 

As an advocacy and service delivery 
organization we aim to leverage 
development cooperation as a vector for 
public policy and and corporate revenue 
generation. Such revenue we shall direct 
towards social target areas that promote 
human dignity, equality, freedom, economic 
choices and justice. We call on corporate 
Botswana to work with us. To work with 
us to reimagine and reinvent the future of 
Botswana. We already have plans that are 
ready for funding. We already have target 
populations that depend on the successes of 
these plans and programs.

Gobe Taziba* is a team member at 
BONASO & a member of the Tripartite 
Think Tank. He can be reached at: gobe.
taziba@bonaso.org/gtaziba@yahoo.co.uk  

are doing for communities adjacent to 
their mining sites and operations. These 
companies are giving back to these 
communities. They are willing to share 
development risks and hazards with their 
community neighbours. This cannot be 
a bad thing. Look at what is happening 
in community trusts. Companies are 
now beginning to show a willingness to 
embrace and leverage the complex relations 
between humans, wealth creation and 
our habitat; planet earth, for the benefit of 
larger stakeholders than just shareholders. 
These commercial projects are remarkable 
in that they very often focus not just on 
financial inclusion but directly champion 
minority groups and promote women and 
indigenous people empowerment. 

Companies no longer focus just on 
accumulation and sustainable profits. Run 
by a generation that grew up demanding 
to be heard, these companies want 
business methods that are inclusive, 
environmental conscious, and sustainable. 
They want to work with society, to 
work with communities, and not just 
workers. European children who grew 
up traumatized by the spectre of nuclear 
violence and pollution cataclysms want 
to run corporations that address social 
asphyxia and human decency. They want to 
build, and live in, compassionate societies. 
African children who grew up crying for 
freedom want corporations that have a 
moral conscience. Rural children who 
grew up in devastated wastelands, the 
result of climate change and environmental 
degradation, want to corporations 
possessed of sufficient compassionate 
courage to care for nature, to conserve the 
environment, and to fight climate change 
crisis with unfailing vigour and fortitude. 

These new company executives want to 
bridge the gap between financial markets 
and political citizens. They want peace 
between corporations and society, and 
justice between the republic and the world 
of work, the sphere of reality, the world of 

toil, woe and rewards. They want to invest 
in public safety; crime prevention, good 
schools, food security, decent housing, 
good paying jobs, sustainable safety nets 
and social protection, accessible healthcare, 
clean water, mental health. Private 
companies are invested in these things. 
Business Botswana even takes direct and 
active interest in national budgeting and 
sustainable development goals. They also 
work with, us, civil society organizations.

Corporate Botswana is growing. 
But for the coronavirus and the Covid-19 

pandemic, Botswana would by now be 
making serious inroads in conciliating 
these competing new ideas and emerging 
market ethos. As a civil society organization 
BONASO long recognized the ascendency 
of this new business culture. We are just 
beginning to tap into its intoxicating energy, 
to ride out the wave of its trajectory with 
gusto. 

There is great potential for every 
stakeholder here. This is a great 
investment into the future of Botswana 
and communities living close to natural 
resources. It is great for the poor in all social 
settings because we are seeing elsewhere 
companies investing in the environment, 
in conservation, in tourism, in poor 
neighbourhoods, in indigenous settings, in 
forests, in marginalized social groups, in 
vulnerable demographics, and anti-poverty 
programs.

But how exactly can communities benefit 
from cooperation between civil society 
organizations and private companies, 
big or small? The starting point is that 
civil society must reinvent themselves. 
An expectation that companies rethink 
their business models while civil society 
organizations retain the status just won’t 
do. We must rethink how we do things. In 
fact, we must seek out the corporate world. 
Talk to them, realign some of our projects 
and programs to their visions and missions. 
Remember though that companies deal in 
products and profits. It is important that we 

demonstrate success and sustainability. We 
must show them good results for human 
effort. Our vision must impress them. Our 
organizational structures must impress 
them. Our staff must impress them. Our 
products and project results must impress 
them. We must be seen to be committed 
to rewarding interactions between 
markets and citizens, between companies 
and consumers, between investors and 
resource-rich settings. We must be seen to 
be committed to growing and influencing 
corporate passion in issues of poverty, 
marginality and environmental threat. 

As civil society we must think ahead of 
those who keep our projects running. As 
social change advocates and agents it is 
important that we are seen as the visionaries 
and builders that we are. This is the only 
way to grow our profile and character as 
valuable and vital partners to national 
development and democratic participation. 
It is against this background that we are 
working hard to change the shape and 
character of our civil society organization. 
We are actively positioning ourselves as 
a dynamic, democratic responsive social 
change organization best inspired and 
most strategically positioned to drive 
social investment. We aspire to venture 
into the informal community sector and 
turn the social problems plaguing people 
into life changing opportunities. We aim 
to structure, design, or framework, specific 
business models for the solutions to 
these problems, helping, in the process to 
incentivize, add value to, and uplift the lives 
of thousands of Batswana currently trapped 
in poverty, vulnerability, dependence and 
marginality.  In short, we aim to invest in 
the poor in such a way that the poor can 
eventually sustainably manage their own 
lives, map out their own futures, become 
masters of their own destinies and gain 
dignity and respect in good jobs and good 
wages, salaries and profits. 

We are building a new Botswana. 
A twenty first century technological 

democratic Botswana where nobody 
is left behind in the areas of human 
dignity, justice, equality, prosperity and 
freedom. To us social investment, or 
social enterprise development, is a social 
engineering tool used by civil society 
organizations, in partnership with the 
private sector, to help alleviate, or improve, 
the myriad challenges facing humanity, 

and communities, in our lifetime: poverty, 
environmental destruction, human rights 
violations, unemployment, vulnerable 
household livelihoods, substance abuse 
and alcoholism, rampant diseases and 
health pandemics, and harsh economic 
and political conditions. As an impact 
investment organization, we will be using 
specific business models to generate 
revenue and profits, and making sure these 
funds are legally reinvested into non-profit 
organizations. 

In this way we will be creating robust, 
multiple, and self-sustaining pathways 
for thousands of Batswana to get out of 
poverty, and consequently driving both the 
government diversification program and the 
UN Social Development Goals. We consider 
ourselves visionaries, activists, and game 
changers who are taking a unique initiative 
to not only defy, and replace, outdated 
business models and corporate behaviour, 
but also design tomorrow’s enterprises. 
We believe the harsh conditions facing the 
world right now require deeper, and more 
intelligent, understanding of customers, 
distribution channels, partnerships, revenue 
streams and new company cultures and 
business thinking. 

And companies cannot do these 
things without social partnerships and 
community cooperation. We aim to embed 
and purposefully integrate ourselves in 
corporate Botswana and work with local 
companies to create social and asset value 
and enhanced incomes and livelihoods for 
marginal and vulnerable Batswana. It is our 
believe that the best way to fight poverty, 
vulnerability and economic exclusion is 
to create ventures purpose-built to benefit 
economically marginalized segments of 
society through sustainable civil society and 
corporate partnership engagements and 
not just public policy. We have come to the 
conclusion that the subsidies from taxpayers 
and donations from development partners 
are fragile themselves, already dwindling, 
and not sustainable for future local anti-
poverty programs and projects. 

There is urgent need to identify and bring 
about transformation in poor communities 
by permanently altering the prevailing 
social pathologies in these communities 
that work to their disadvantage; lack of 
skills, poor access to job markets, income 
poverty, community location disadvantage, 
and the corresponding daily debilitating 
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The recent cabinet reshuffle 
has had only one casualty in the 
person of the Specially Elected 

Member of Parliament (SEMP) and 
the immediate past Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation 
Hon Dr Unity Dow. Casualty in the 
sense that she was the only one who 
was dropped. Not only that her exit 
from cabinet is the prerogative of the 
President but that it was controversial. 
The controversy, which is not of her 
making, stemmed from the fact that 
such exit from cabinet was followed up 
a few hours later by the announcement 
that she was not dropped but that she 
chose to exit cabinet. Hon Dr Dow 
held a key ministerial portfolio and was 
considered a key ally of the President by 
being brought back to parliament as a 
SEMP for the second time. Something 
fundamental and profound must have 
occurred to relegate her to the back 
bench whether she resigned on her 
own volition or she was pushed. The 
end result is the same. I will discuss this 
fundamental and profound something 
later in the conversation.

History tells us that in recent British 
politics, Clive Lewis ‘resigned from 
Jeremy Corbyn’s shadow cabinet over 
Brexit’ while the current British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson resigned from 
Theresa May’s cabinet position of 
Foreign Secretary still over the Brexit 
issue. Theresa May herself joined 
the back bench after resigning as the 
British Prime Minister. When Tony 
Blair lost the position of British Prime 
Minister back in 2007, he immediately 
resigned his parliamentary seat. Both 
Boris Johnson and Theresa May were in 

Hon Dow cannot just opt to become a mere back bencher
agreement on the Brexit issue. The only 
difference as argued by Dan Haverty was 
that ‘The only substantial difference is 
the economic status of Northern Ireland 
post-Brexit and, specifically, how to 
manage the border between Northern 
Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.’ 
Based on the difference between the two 
on the Brexit approach, Boris Johnson 
resigned from cabinet. The similarity of 
Boris Johnson resigning over differences 
with Theresa May could be the same 
as Hon Dr Dow exiting cabinet due to 
the differences with the President on a 
possible matter I will discuss hereunder.  
So what caused Hon Dr Dow to 
voluntarily exit cabinet as we are made to 
believe? 

It is safe to suggest that there is an issue 
or issues that finally broke Hon Dr Dow’s 
back. And these have been bandied 
around. The strong one which could be a 
compelling proposition is to do with the 
manner in which the P 100 billion matter 
has been handled. Since this matter’s 
first and probably the starting point is 
South Africa, the ministry responsible 
for international relations appeared to 
have played second fiddle to the law 
enforcing agencies. Because her former 
ministry would have been seized with 
the responsibility to pursue the matter 
through diplomatic channels as would 
be expected, not much if anything was 
heard from it in this regard. Assuming 
without conceding that she may have 
felt very strongly against the somewhat 
‘knee-jerk’ approach to the P 100 billion 
matter, it is fair to suggest that she would 
be uncomfortable in defending the 
‘knee-jerk’ approach in the international 
arena. There are unconfirmed stories to 
the effect Botswana is now pursuing the 
P 100 billion case through diplomatic 
channels. And these stories emerged 
around the period of cabinet reshuffle. 
The dots could be joined to suggest 
this was Hon Dr Dow’s preferred and 
desirable way Botswana should have 
handled the matter from the beginning.   

While she may have not necessarily 
been averse to pursuing the P 100 

heist may have further compounded the 
matter for Hon Dr Dow. It is suggested 
that not all at the Government Enclave 
agree with Gerrie Nel’s enlisting given 
the costly political and economic 
implications. It may very well be the 
case that Hon Dr Dow decided to ignore 
partisan politics in favour of her objective 
principles in the P 100 billion matter. The 
nation is divided right down the middle 
as to whether such amount of money 
has indeed been looted or that this 
was a political game meant to win the 
2019 general election. It could be asked 
and justifiably so why Hon Dr Dow 
now views the P 100 billion matter in a 
different light (assuming this is the case) 
when it started almost a year ago and 
yet she never raised any discomfort with 
it. Individuals will always have second 
thoughts over issues they originally 
endorsed for various reasons and this 
could be the case with her.

But whatever the sugar-coating could 
be attached to Hon Dr Dow’s exit from 
cabinet, I am convinced that she has 
fallen out with the President. It could be 
on the P 100 billion issue or the other. 
Sitting in cabinet has more value and 
influence as opposed to sitting in the 
back bench. For the longest time, back 
benchers have been outnumbered by the 
front benchers and continue to do so to 
this day. Consequently, the back bench 
which Hon Dr Dow has now joined 
cannot by any stretch of the imagination, 
bring any meaningful difference with 
respect to how the back bench holds 
the executive to account as she wants 
me to believe. Most if not all decisions 
reached when she was still in cabinet 
would be subjected to some scrutiny by 
the back bench. It will be tantamount to 
questioning the very same decisions she 
agreed to and endorsed while still on the 
front benches. I expect her for example, 
to question the relevant minister on 
when the promised comprehensive 
constitutional review will commence. 
Your guess is as good as mine. This 
brings me to the question of whether she 
will remain  a SEMP.   

From where I stand, I think it’s a 
matter of time before she resigns her 
seat. While a somewhat united front 
has been displayed to suggest all is well 
notwithstanding her ‘controversial’ 
exit from cabinet, the untold truth 
in my view, is that Hon Dr Dow has 
been demoted probably earlier than 
was thought  by being relegated to the 
back bench. And while she has publicly 
stated that she will not accept any other 
appointment should it be offered, the fact 
of the matter is that politicians speak one 
thing and do the other down the road. 
I am convinced that she remains one 
of the few resourceful persons in many 
respects in the Botswana Democratic 
Party (BDP). She remains so resourceful 
to be assigned other duties outside 
parliament by the President assuming 
their relationship is not dented by the 
recent turn of events. The jury is still out 
there. For now, she is only kicking the 
can down the road to plan her strategy 
going forward.

At the end of the day, it is highly 
unprobable that Hon Dr Dow would 
just simply opt to become a back 
bencher to add value to the otherwise 
moribund back bench of the BDP in 
parliament. Like I have already said, she 
is a resourceful individual in her own 
right but given the already disadvantaged 
position of the back bench itself, her 
resourcefulness will only be a drop in 
the ocean. It is my considered view 
that she has had a serious fallout with 
the President should it be with the P 
100 billion or any other matter which 
rendered her remaining in cabinet 
untenable to both of them. Anything else 
that followed the fallout is a pure public 
relations stunt to gloss over it. I am 
prepared to be persuaded otherwise as 
always. Judge for Yourself!

Kindly be reminded that we are still 
in the middle of Covid-19 pandemic. 
The situation does not appear to be 
improving to where we want it. Comply 
with health protocols at all times for the 
benefit of all of us.

adamphetlhe08@gmail.com

T
wo weeks back I aired my 
disdain regarding gender-based 
violence. I had expressed that 

there must be some deep rooted issues 

Get some legalised sex, will you?
to this anomaly which experts should 
investigate. Worse than that, is the 
defilement rate which is seemingly 
becoming a new abnormal trend. If 
stories we hear in some villages are 
anything to go by, then we deserve 
some divine intervention. Whoever 
spread the wrong message that sex 
with a very young child does miracles 
to someone’s ego, is nothing but a 
coward with probably a deranged 
brain. We turn to believe that by 
having sex with a very young child, 
we would cleanse our body systems. 
Some even believe that the sex is 
‘hotter’ with the young as compared 

to a grown-up. My utmost confusion 
comes when a fully grown man is 
running after very young girls in 
search of a ‘virgin’. What exactly 
draws such men to want to sleep with 
young girls who have never had sex 
before, is beyond me. Worse than evil 
is when a man sleeps not only with 
a minor, but a child who is his own 
relative or flesh and blood. Stories like 
these would even make you wonder 
whether they are really genuine or its 
just some bad jokes.

Honestly I do not have the relevant 
vocabulary that come close to defining 
the brutal realities of defilement. What 
can be worse than having a father 
sleeping with his own child? Maybe 
I should rather ask how a father gets 
sexually aroused by his own daughter. 
This is abnormal at all levels. I am not 
really a believer in witchcraft, but such 
incidences might just persuade me 
to believing that such a man would 
have been bewitched. And not just 
simple bewitching, but ten-times fold 
by the strongest of wizards. To those 
of you running after young girls with 
no sexual experience, what is your 
real motivation? After breaking her 
virginity then what? If we are to use the 
same standard as yourself, whom then 
do you expect to marry the same girl 
whom you sexually abused? Is your aim 
to completely destroy the future of such 
a girl? To those of you in search of ‘hot 
sex’, why not get some from an elderly 
person. Do you underestimate the 
sexual performance of elderly partners? 
Or is it a question of controlling the 
minor? Come on, stop being cowards 
and face the grown-ups. 

I bet one does not even consider the 
criminal act that they engage in. In that 
moment, it is the gratification that one 
gets from imposing themselves on a 

BTC appeals for help to 
curb theft of copper cables

B otswana Telecommunications 
Corporation Limited (BTC) has 
noted with concern an upsurge 

in the destruction and vandalism of its 
property especially theft of copper cables 
and is appealing to the public and all 
stakeholders to help arrest the situation. 
These acts of vandalism have affected 
BTC’s mandate of offering reliable and 
efficient service to customers at all times 
especially during these trying times of 
COVID-19.

Not only does cable theft have 
a potential to negatively affect 
our economy, vandalism of BTC 
infrastructure puts the lives of Batswana 
and visitors at risk. When cables are 
stolen or vandalized, lives are put at risk 
as people cannot make calls to either 
request for an ambulance, report a crime 
or a fire.  Theft of cables also affects 
e-commerce, e-learning and e-health 
services which are critical in these trying 
times of restricted movements as a result 
of COVID-19. 

Just in the last week alone, BTC had 
over 375 metres of copper cable stolen 
in Gaborone West Industrial and 
Tsolamosese areas. From June to August 
2020, over 1200 metres of coper cable was 
stolen or vandalized in Mogoditshane, 
Gaborone (Block 5, 6 and 10, Broadhurst, 

and Fairgrounds Mall leaving businesses 
and residents without fixed voice 
telephony and internet (Asymmetrical 
Digital Subscriber Line) services.  

The theft of copper cables, has a major 
impact on customer confidence and 
has a potential to negatively impact our 
Country’s reputation as a destination of 
choice. Investors and visitors alike will 
perceive Botswana as an un-safe nation 
with an inefficient network service that is 
not ideal for doing business. 

The loss of reputation for the nation 
is therefore not to be taken lightly. Not 
only does the vice give rise to network 
disruption leading to an escalation 
in customer complaints, the scourge, 
negatively impacts our day to day lives 
denying customers the opportunity to 
keep in touch with family and loved ones. 

To fight the scourge, the Company 
recently engaged stakeholders comprising 
law enforcement, waste management, 
pollution control officers, media and 
scrap metal dealers in the fight against 
cable theft and vandalism. 

BTC, celebrating 40 years of progress, 
therefore appeals to the public to play 
a critical role and report any suspicious 
activity to law enforcement to help stop 
this scourge as the vandalism and theft of 
copper cables cannot be arrested without 
the support of all stakeholders.

minor that matters I guess. The law is 
very clear, wait until a minor is over 
18 years. How confusing is this? The 
gravity of such a crime should draw 
similar punishment as that of rape, or 
at least very close to. In fact, it is rape 
in the true sense, because it is likely 
that the minor might not be in position 
to express her dissatisfaction with the 
whole idea. Maybe the law needs to be 
beefed up a little-bit. Maybe we should 
consider making it illegal to have sex 
with any person who is a school-going 
child in the mainstream. By this we 
would have protected all children doing 
form five and below. This will eliminate 
the common excuses that ‘I got 
confused by the body structure which 
looked mature’. Fuelling this anomaly 
are parents and guardians who turn to 
want to sweep such matters under the 
carpet. Whether or not such behaviour 
is motivated by some financial support, 
I really don’t know. One thing that I 
am certain of is that most perpetrators 
of these heinous crimes go scot-free.  I 
call upon stakeholders to speak against 
this barbaric act. It does not seat well 
with our values and principles as a 
nation. We should not allow ourselves 
to be defined by cowardly behaviour 
such as defilement. As Botswana and 
as Batswana, we are bigger than this. 
We are a nation defined by BOTHO. 
Our moralities should be in line with 
our values. Social security for all is 
guaranteed, except for the crimes such 
as defilement, rape, murder and others 
whose perpetrators are very few. Few 
as they are, we should stop the anomaly 
henceforth. Botswana has always been 
a peaceful and morally upright country. 
We should strive to maintain those 
standards and even improve on them.

injobvu1981@gmail.com

billion in principle, it may have been 
the processes and procedures of doing 
so with her former ministry watching 

these processes and procedures from 
a distance. The enlisting of Gerrie Nel 
through AfriForum in the P 100 billon 

Dow
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T
o those who have been 
following the unfolding 
political events at the Botswana 

Democratic Party (BDP) since the 
assumption of office by President 
Masisi, few will be surprised or 
shocked by the resignation of Rre 
Tshekedi Khama. And this because he 
has been on the back foot ever since 
then. While it should justifiably be 
argued that his political career was 
safe and sound under the presidency 
of his elder brother Lt Gen Ian 
Khama largely due to their family 
relationship, the same cannot be said 
about it under President Masisi. A lot 
of red flags have been raised under 
the President to give an indication 
that Tshekedi was living on borrowed 
times and that it was a matter of when 
rather than if he will quit the party. 
This has since been confirmed. 

Any person in Tshekedi’s situation 
would have reasonably quit. Tshekedi’s 
tenure at the BDP under President 
Masisi was by all accounts, dead in the 
water. It is fair to suggest rightly or 
wrongly by his body language under 
the Masisi administration that he 
felt alienated in more ways than one 

Tshekedi Khama had no choice but to quit the BDP
probably for his brother’s commissions 
or omissions. Only him can tell the 
story. The BDP press release dated 25 
September 2019 on the resignation of 
Tshekedi and perhaps acknowledging 
that he had no choice but to quit 
says in part that “…It is unfortunate 
though understandable under the 
current circumstances…” The 
circumstances referred to in this quote 
I want to believe, are some of those 
that I am exploring hereunder and 
which the BDP cannot convincingly 
dispute. They have been conspicuously 
displayed for all those who cared to 
watch and listen.      

Tshekedi’s situation has not been 
more to do with his performance or 
lack thereof as a Minister or a Member 
of Parliament but that of victimhood 
occasioned by the bad blood between 
his elder brother and the President. 
Consequently, he became the 
collateral damage of some sort. It is 
a well-known fact that Tshekedi has, 
just like some of his colleagues, had 
his own fair share of shortcomings as 
a Minister particularly at the ministry 
of wildlife and tourism where he had 
a serious fall out with his erstwhile 
Permanent Secretary and the Chief 
Executive Officer of Botswana 
Tourism Organisation for various 
acts of poor governance. These were 
laid bare at various meetings of the 
Public Accounts Committee and the 
Parliamentary Committee on Statutory 
Bodies and Public Enterprises. The 
two individuals would later resign for 

a broken down relationship at personal 
levels and for his arbitrary management 
of that ministry. In the process, a lot of 
public funds were fruitlessly used by 
his arbitrary conduct. One would have 
expected the President not to include 
him in his cabinet after taking office 
for the above. It is fair to conclude that 
he retained more as a political strategy 
than anything else. It could further 
exacerbate the instability in the BDP 
caused by the political standoff between 
the President and his predecessor. 

Following the reversal of some if not 
all decisions, policies and programmes 
taken by Lt Gen Khama by the 
President like the disarming of the anti-
poaching wildlife staff, Tshekedi like his 
elder brother, is known to be against 
this decision citing the likely increase 
in high levels of poachers on elephants. 
There is that incidence where a large 
herd of elephants were reported to have 
died under mysterious circumstances 
from which Tshekedi and reportedly 
so, took a different view from that of 
government. An impromptu press 
conference to address the mysterious 
deaths of these elephants amongst 
others would later be held. Strangely 
and against the usual protocol, the 
Minister of International Relations 
and Cooperation Dr Unity Dow 
instead chaired this press conference 
and not the relevant minister under 
whose portfolio the subject matter of 
the press conference resided and who 
happened to be Tshekedi. This was an 
indirect signal that Tshekedi’s days in 

cabinet could be numbered. Tshekedi 
it would emerge, was not aware of this 
press conference but his Permanent 
Secretary and other ministry officials 
were. As fate would have it, he got to 
know about it which he gate-crushed 
to the sheer embarrassment of its 
conveners. This without any shred of 
doubt was a palpable indication that 
Tshekedi’s authority as a Minister 
was slowly but surely being eroded 
or undermined by his colleagues 
presumably with the blessings of the 
President. He would subsequently 
be removed from this ministry and 
deployed elsewhere. At this stage, the 
standoff between the President and Lt 
Gen Khama was in full motion and 
would, without doubt, weigh heavily on 
Tshekedi. But neither the President nor 
Tshekedi himself were ready to blink 
first. Some sort of silent diplomacy or 
Cold War and whichever is applicable 
in the circumstances was brewing at the 
Government Enclave. There must have 
been a call on the President to recall 
Tshekedi but predictably, the former 
would be verily aware of the political 
ramifications of such recall as alluded 
to above.

The last straw that would break 
Tshekedi’s back was the alleged public 
remark by Minister Makgatho at some 
political rally that Tshekedi’s father 
died as a result of alcohol abuse. While 
the Minister remains resolute to this 
day that she has been misrepresented 
in an attempt to tarnish her reputation 
politically, Tshekedi would have none 

of it thereby joining his brother and 
their followers that the Minister 
indeed was referring to the Khama 
brothers’ father. It has been reported 
that Tshekedi approached the 
President to reconcile him with the 
Minister on this issue but that his 
efforts turned out to be an exercise in 
futility.  Some are of the view that the 
Minister’s remark issue was just an 
excuse for Tshekedi to decamp from 
the BDP. Whatever the case, some 
political rivals of Minister Makgatho 
believe the remark was directed at 
Tshekedi’s father.

What does Tshekedi’s resignation 
from the BDP mean? The point of 
departure is that more than anything 
else, the party has potentially lost 
a constituency in its historical 
stronghold even before voting stations 
opened. As a party defending its 
over fifty years of democratic rule, 
the BDP has never approached 
elections dodged by so many internal 
election issues to a point where 
candidates are either suspended, 
fired or their launchings postponed 
when an election is around the 
corner. Parliamentary candidate Rre 
Moswaane’s launch was postponed on 
the day of his launch while former MP 
Rre Maele was suspended and is now 
standing as an independent candidate. 
In Tshekedi’s case, the person 
replacing him is a fairly new face with 
less than a month to the elections 
day. Granted, this individual is still in 
with a chance like other contestants. 

But realistically speaking, Tshekedi 
stands a better chance borne out of his 
immediate past incumbency as an MP 
amongst others.

Even if Tshekedi had remained 
in the BDP, his tenure would have 
been tumultuous given his frosty 
relationship with the President. He 
would have remained in an ‘abuse 
relationship’ that could neither work 
for him nor the President and by 
extension, the BDP. Put differently, 
it was more of good riddance in the 
circumstances for the party albeit 

belated. When all is said and done, 
the loser and the winner between the 
BDP and Rre Tshekedi Khama will 
be revealed beyond any reasonable 
doubt by the 23 October 2019 general 
election result. Only then will one 
conclusively state which of the two 
had the last and the longest laugh. I am 
prepared to be persuaded otherwise. 
Judge for Yourself as you enjoy your 
long independence weekend. God 
Bless Botswana. 

adamphetlhe08@gmail.com

T
hree years ago, with the 
referendum of June 23, 2016, 
the British people decided 

with a percentage of almost 52% and 
with 71.8% participation the exit of 
Great Britain from the European 
Union. This great result was 
undoubtedly the first major, painful 
defeat for the under German-
controlled European Union of banks 
and multinationals.

However, the exit of Great Britain 
from the European Union, which was 
scheduled to take place on 29 March 
2019, after exactly two years before 
had been activated the article 50 of 
the Treaty of Lisbon, which allows 
members-states to leave the union, 
ultimately it did not happen because 
of a failure to reach an agreement 
with the Brussels establishment. And 
no agreement was reached because 
of the arrogant intransigence of the 
Brussels conclave, which is trying 
with abundant overweening to 
humiliate Great Britain and thus use 
it as a scarecrow to other countries 
wishing to escape the German prison 
of the European Union.

According to statements by new 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson, 
Brexit will happen definitively on 
October 31, 2019, either with an 
agreement or without an agreement. 
And this because an irregular Brexit 
is preferable to a bad deal that 
will obviously work against Great 
Britain and the British people. At 
the same time, this act of exit, which 

will liberate Great Britain from the 
shackles of the European Union, 
shows, on the one hand, full respect 
for the will of the British people and 
on the other hand conflicts with 
those who are trying in various ways 
to delay or even cancel the proud 
Brexit.

It is more than certain that with 
Brexit is not going to be the end of 
the world for Great Britain as it did 
not happen when it chose to stay out 
of the eurozone. And, as eminent 
experts say, the British economy 
after a short problematic period 
will be significantly strengthened 
from a competitive point of view. 
So there is no doubt for any 
perspicacious observer and analyst 
that in the medium and long term, 
Great Britain, which will fully 
regain the ability to pursue national 
policy in all areas, will prosper out 
of an undemocratic and highly 
bureaucratic plan in which Germany 
has a dominant role.

However, the supporters of the 
stay of Great Britain in the European 
Union essentially want the British 
people’s will to be annulled and the 
referendum thrown into the trash 
following the result of which did not 
cause any immediate economic crisis 
as they were warning. So they are 
constantly sowing terror, assuring 
that the consequences of Brexit 
without a deal will be nightmarish 
and chaotic, much worse than even 
Hitler’s bombs. So they are talking 

The glorious hour of Brexit
about developments and events that 
will even endanger the same the unity 
of the country, huge deficits in food, 
medicine and fuel that will lead the 
British to rush like the crazy people 
to supermarkets, gas stations and 
pharmacies, “blackout” at ports and 
airports of the country, destruction of 
British businesses, decisive blows to 
the exports and the financial sector, 
particularly negative impacts on the 
tourism industry that will transform 
travel plans millions of people in 
a hell of delays, cancellations and 
bureaucracy etc.

But all this logically will not be 
the case because the responsible 
government of Boris Johnson for the 
future of the British economy and 

the British people, I believe it will 
take the appropriate measures with 
prudent and decisive action, drawing 
up a well-coordinated exit plan that 
will minimize any negative effects of 
Brexit. This is also confirmed by the 
statements made on 1 August 2019 
by the Minister of Finance of Great 
Britain Sajid Javid: “Our economy 
is fundamentally strong, so today 
we can make many choices. We can 
choose to both invest in our schools, 
our hospitals, our fantastic police, 
for example, but we can also prepare 
to exit the EU. And, if that means 
leaving with no deal, that’s exactly 
what we’re going to do.”

At the same time, Brexit will not 
only have negative impacts on Great 
Britain, but also on the European 
Union. Brexit undoubtedly threatens 
the unity of the union and creates 
an example of secession that other 
countries are likely to follow in 

the future (Domino Effect), while 
the lack of Great Britain financial 
contribution (around ten billion 
annually) will significantly affect 
the community budget. At the 
same time the Great Britain’s 
major trading partners (Germany, 
France, the Netherlands, Italy, Spain 
and Belgium) will be significantly 
affected, while the European 
Union as a whole will cease to have 
the largest share of world GDP 
and be the largest trading power 
internationally, giving its position in 
the US and China.

The blow for the European Union 
from Brexit, and indeed without 
an agreement, and given the USA’s 
solidarity that accompanies it and 
translates into a major privileged 
bilateral Great Britain-USA trade 
agreement, is much more than 
crucial and can prove fatal for 
the European Union and the 

Eurozone, at a time when the latter is 
experiencing a prolonged economic 
and political crisis, which has been 
on the rise lately. So in the face of 
heightened power competition 
between world powers (US, China, 
Russia, EU) it is more than obvious 
that the Donald Trump government 
and the American deep state have 
decided to curb German influence 
in the area of the western camp and 
prevent decisively the enforcement of 
German wills in European space.

Today’s vision against the rotten, 
totalitarian and highly neoliberal 
German European Union, which 
is the most failed experiment of 
economic and political union 
between different nation-states 
in history, can only be the equal 
co-operation of free European 
peoples and sovereign independent 
democratic countries from one end 
of Europe to the other.

In closing, I would like to stress 
emphatically that any short-term 
negative effects of Brexit can in 
no way stand an insurmountable 
obstacle in the face of the will of the 
British people, who have been trained 
many centuries with the democratic 
traditions and with the precepts 
of freedom and independence, to 
liberate his country from the iron 
shackles of the European Union. 
Those who, moreover, rejoice at the 
parliamentary hurdles and difficulties 
that lie ahead of proud Brexit or are 
calling for a second referendum in 
order to emerge what they want, that 
is, actually to blackmail democracy, 
have to know that the ultimate 
winner will be the sovereign people 
and the decision they took three years 
ago. 

Email: skarderinis@hotmail.gr              
Facebook: Karderinis Isidoros
Twitter: isidoros Karderinis

Tshekedi Khama

The floor crossing Bills on 
Members of Parliament (MPs) and 
Councillors otherwise known as 

the Constitutional (Amendment) Bill 2020 
(Bill No 14 of 2020) and Constitutional 
(Amendment) Bill 2020 (Bill No 15 of 2020) 
were passed by the National Assembly 
late last year. The two are waiting for the 
President’s signature for them to become 
laws governing the steps to be taken should 
any MPs or Councillors wish to leave the 
party through which he/she was voted. So 
far, four MPs and many Councillors have 
jumped ship ahead of the Bills becoming 
law. Floor crossing has attracted rejection 
from the official opposition in the National 
Assembly, the Umbrella for Democratic 
Change (UDC) while it received thumps up 
from the ruling BDP. As I write, members 
of the public are busy discussing the Bill for 
and against it on various media platforms.

It is important to try to find out why 
politicians in terms of MPs and Councillors 
cross the floor. Let me start with those 
floor crossing from the opposition to the 
ruling party. As a party in power, the BDP 
enjoys unfettered access to State resources 
in many forms and shapes. These would 
amongst others, be business deals in terms 
of the high possibility of winning high value 
tenders; the possibility of being promoted 
to Council chairmanship like it was the case 
with Hon Reatile when he joined the BDP 
but could not win the parliamentary seat; 
easy access to State Owned Enterprise board 

Floor Crossing and its unintended consequences
 Compliments of the New Year. positions; promises to cabinet positions and 

so forth. In case an MP fails to defend his 
seat at elections, diplomatic positions are 
readily available. Appointments to boards 
and ministerial positions come with mouth-
watering financial and other rewards. 
With these juicy carrots dangled before an 
opposition MP or Councillor accompanied 
by the dire socio-economic circumstances 
they find themselves in opposition politics, 
it should go without saying that such carrots 
are highly irresistible if one has an appetite 
to finer things in life. It is highly unlikely 
that an opposition MP could join the BDP 
for the love of it with no strong strings 
attached. Otherwise they may very well 
stay put in opposition benches. A point has 
been made that opposition politics is not 
for the faint hearted. I want to believe the 
BDP has tried other opposition MPs who 
have rebuffed such advances on the basis 
of principle-that money or other resources 
cannot remove them from opposition 
politics. A point has also been made that 
the BDP identifies the most vulnerable of 
the opposition MPs who eventually become 
easy and willing targets.

While the BDP is at an advantage of 
luring opposition MPs and Councillors 
to its fold, there are undercurrents from 
the original and loyal members who 
have been in trenches with the party 
for so long and who, by virtue of their 
own legitimate expectations, also desire 
perks and opportunities extended to the 
recruited members. It is important to note 
that political office is nowadays seen as a 
position through which economic rewards 
whatever these could be, are accessed for 
personal gratification.  While they may 
not publicly say it for fear of reprisals, they 
nevertheless expect to be appointed to 
Ministerial positions from the back bench 
amongst others. When Rre Bagalatia Arone 
was recruited from the Botswana Congress 
Party and subsequently appointed a full 

Minister back then, the undercurrents were 
activated albeit fairly quietly. 

These undercurrents are brought about 
by the question that what value add, apart 
from a parliamentary seat they come along 
with from the opposition do most of these 
recruits bring to the BDP that which is not 
readily available from within the existing 
members. In the case of Arone, did he 
add any value in both the BDP at party 
and government levels? Did he defend 
the seat for the BDP? None of the above 
unfortunately obtained. After failing to win 
a constituency for the BDP, he is for now 
and probably forever, a forgotten soul. He 
may have expected a diplomatic or other 
position but as fate would have it, such fate 
has been very unkind to him. The point I 
am making is that while in the beginning 
recruitment of opposition MPs looks rosy 

and tempting, it sometimes ends in tears for 
the concerned individual while at the same 
time causing political fissures in the party. 
There are murmurings to the effect that 
Hon Lesaso has been promised a cabinet 
position while Hon Moatlhodi has been 
promised the Deputy Speakership. Should 
these come to pass, the political fissures 
I have referred to above could be further 
escalated.  The above in my view are some 
of the unintended consequences of floor 
crossing particularly to the BDP. While they 
are on one hand political decisions meant to 
achieve a political goal in the body politic, 
they are on the other decisions capable of 
causing and fermenting political fissures as 
I have opined.   With the healthy numerical 
advantage in the National Assembly, is the 
BDP in urgent need of these recruits given 
the arguments in the preceding paragraph? 

Apart from weakening the opposition in 
the National Assembly and showing off its 
muscles to achieve it, no value add to write 
home about is evident. There is also the 
question of whether the recently recruited 
MPs like Hon Lesaso and Hon Moatlhodi 
will defend their seats in 2024 if they decide 
to stand. There is a bit of history to this and 
Arone is the case in point as already said 
above. Firstly, Lesaso and Moatlhodi won 
their seats under the UDC ticket with the 
assistance and influence of the Botswana 
Patriotic Front (BPF) and its Patron Lt Gen 
Ian Khama. Secondly, their constituencies 
are located in the area where the BDP 
performed very badly in 2019. With the 
BPF strongly entrenching itself in the area, 
the BDP could struggle to recapture Lesaso 
and Moatlhodi constituencies. I am not 
oblivious to political changes that could be 

available in 2024 for the benefit of the BDP. 
But if the status quo remains, it may work 
against the BDP.

On the issue of politicians floor crossing 
from the opposition where there are no 
resources to the ruling party, it is in my 
view a question of such politicians having 
issues with the leadership. More recently, 
Hon Reatile was suspended from the party 
pending a disciplinary process for putting 
the party into disrepute by failing to vote 
with the party when Hon Saleshando was 
suspended from the National Assembly 
back then. Before this, Reatile’s Councillors 
had addressed a press conference wherein 
they politically attacked him. Former MP 
Rre Nchi Rammidi resigned from the BDP 
on the grounds that the BDP was not in 
his view properly addressing some of the 
issues prevailing then. Hon Moswaane 
resigned from the BDP by stating various 
reasons amongst which was to do with 
corruption. All in all, politicians generally 
leave the BDP for their unhappiness 
with regards to the failure of inner party 
democracy under a particular party leader.  
In conclusion, floor crossing and while I 
personally agree with its principle, poses 
unintended consequences as stated in this 
conversation. It has been demonstrated 
beyond any shadow of doubt that in some 
cases, political careers of some politicians 
are brutally and abruptly ended where they 
end up in political wilderness of some sort. 
Political fissures are more likely to emerge 
in the BDP where resources are in big 
supply as a consequence of incumbency 
and are reportedly dispensed on the new 
recruits as opposed to the tried and tested 
members of the party who expectedly, are 
in the queue for the same. I am prepared 
to be persuaded otherwise as always. Judge 
for Yourself! Covid-19 pandemic is still our 
immediate threat to our livelihoods. Let us 
comply with the health protocols.

adamphetlhe08@gmail.com

JOEL KONOPO

F or months, there has been 
growing attempts by some 
individuals to isolate the Indian 

community and foment anti-Indian 
rhetoric by making unfounded claims that 
the Indian businesses are disenfranchising 
Batswana. 

This perception and chauvinistic 
sentiments are not just disturbing but 
hurtful and derogatory. They threaten the 
core fabric of our society founded on the 
principles of Botho and unity and cannot go 
unchallenged, lest they are misconstrued as 
the truth. 

What is even more disturbing is that 
some on social media could go to an extent 
of alleging that there is a mafia that has 
captured the economy. 

Indian community has not monopolized business

As a journalist, I am of the view that 
condemning populist rhetoric is in the 
public interest. There is widespread 
knowledge of how much the Indian 
community has contributed to this country. 
And I believe no amount of I believe many 
Batswana would agree with me that making 
inflammatory claims about any group of 
people has the potential to tarnish the 
image of our country and upset the general 
investor confidence. The allegations that the 
Indian community in Botswana somehow 
“control” the economy are without merit 
and rooted on hyper-racial rhetoric. 

These commentators collectively used 
different media platforms to advance these 
perceptions and vitriol against the Indian 
diaspora in Botswana. This was largely 
calculated to stir up emotions and divide 
our society. It must be stated that history is 
replete with examples of dire consequences 
that befall society when bigotry and 
ethnicity are used for opportunistic short-
term ends. Sadly, the commentators are 
following and promoting their personal 
agenda. 

Instead of responding to them one by 
one, a cogent and fact-based response 
is in order to expose their collective 
misinformation. While they have a right 
to hold a different view, I believe it is time 
to set the record straight and explain the 
position and address the distortions and 
half-truths because “if you repeat a lie 
often enough,” the saying goes, “it becomes 
accepted as truth.”

The Indian Diaspora in Botswana has 
played a large role in the growth and 
development of this economy. It is difficult 
to understand why they have become an 

easy target of people seeking to spread 
disinformation and hate. 

Over the years their reputation as 
business people has contributed to the 
middle-income status of our economy 
that it is today. They identify as the largest 
private sector employer in Botswana 
and have paid taxes, rescued collapsing 
businesses and helped lay the frame work 
for a vibrant business atmosphere in a 
competitive environment.  Just for context, 
Indian businesses in Botswana collectively 
employ excess of 50 000 people and pay 
taxes in excess of billion of Pula. 

Indian business people are hardworking 
and operate within the laws of Botswana. 
They are committed to uplifting the lives of 
fellow Batswana business people by offering 
them access to markets and also helping 
struggling businesses. Those are some of the 
many enormous contributions by the Indian 
business community in Botswana that 
cannot be wished away by commentators on 
social media. 

Majority of the businesses that 
commentators claim are Indian owned 
are actually public companies that any 
self-driven investor is free to acquire shares 
through the Botswana Stock Exchange 
thousands of Batswana do so already.

Anti-Indian sentiments elsewhere had 
unpleasant consequences. Dislodged 
Indians in Uganda have become 
millionaires in the UK and elsewhere not by 
accident but through their hard work and 
acumen, worthy of emulation.

A fact in history is that Indians have 
played an important role in the freedom 
struggle of just about every country on the 
African continent. Some of their children 

and grandchildren hail from that proud 
heritage.

The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic 
on businesses has been felt acutely in 
Botswana. We also understand underlying 
frustrations that have been brought by the 
negative impact of the pandemic. That is 
why the Indian community collectively 
contributed a major portion  towards the 
Covid-19 Relief Fund. This is part of their 
commitment to playing a meaningful role 
in uplifting the lives of fellow Batswana, 
heeding the call from President Mokgweetsi 
Masisi. 

Ongoing interventions too numerous 
to mention have been made to help 
improve the lives of Batswana, including 
other Corporate Social Responsibility 
measures amounting to millions of Pula 
annually over the past many years since 
our independence.   My understanding of 
their intervention include the fact that they 
have initiated programmes tailor-made 
to support small and upcoming projects 
by indigenous Batswana. These include 
on-the-job training and also through large 
contributions from the training levy fund. 

Despite all these contributions, one would 
not understand the motive for an aggressive 
campaign against Indians by some people 
who are focused on hate. This is dangerous 
and, as citizens, it is our moral duty to speak 
out against it. 

I implore Batswana to get over this Asian 
bias and develop confidence and become 
more business savvy. It is not surprise that 
the world over major companies are headed 
by Indians as such Google, Cisco and 
Microsoft.

The anti-Indian rhetoric will only cause 
dissension and divisions in our society. 
Botswana youth should know that there 
are business opportunities and potential 
for partnerships. There are many examples. 
But importantly, we should  be ready to 
compete in a free-market economy such as 
ours. Competition is rife and good for the 
public in our small economy and cannot be 
wished away.

Instead of plying racial tensions, being 
grumpy and apathetic to our country, 
we should be developing a work horse 
mentality and uplifting ideas on ways 
to start businesses. While it is not easy, 
many people are trying and need to be 
commended. We should nurture a creative 
and innovative spirit. Complaining that 
the Indian community is monopolizing 
businesses will not offer opportunity for 
growth, the excitement of competition and 
the spectacle of an innovative spirit.

The Botswana National Front 
(BNF) regrettably confirms the 
resignation of Cde Aubrey Lesaso, 

a Member of Parliament for the Shoshong 
Constituency. The loss of a member is 
always a source for introspection and 
cannot be underplayed. 

 However, the Botswana Democratic 
Party (BDP) statement that Lesaso’s 
defection signifies BDPs attractiveness 
needs to be put in its right perspective. 
Lesaso, just like Hon Pono Moatlhodi’s 
departure to the BDP comes at a time 
when BDP had told Batswana it abhorred 
floor crossing by members of parliament. 
It had instead suggested that members 
should lose their parliamentary seat and 
seek fresh mandate. Only a few weeks ago 
President Mokgweetsi Masisi implored 
upon Parliament to pass the motion which 
effectively was to bar floor crossing. 

The argument from the BDP was that 
floor crossing was and is a betrayal to the 
voters, while the opposition, on the other 
hand, pointed out that they would rather 
advocate for comprehensive constitution 
review instead of piece meal approach.

The fear of the opposition was that BDP 
was abusing its majority privilege to change 
the constitution as and when it favours 
them. Before the ink dries, President 
Masisi is now leading the chorus, beating 
the drums as he welcomes members who 
have crossed the floor from the other side. 
In the meantime, he has delayed signing 
into law, the motion that was adopted in 

haste, ostensibly to allow the ruling party to 
‘attract’ opposition members first. 

This abuse of incumbency and majority 
needs to be condemned by everyone. The 
dishonesty and mischievous conduct of the 
BDP in this matter has shredded into pieces 
any integrity that the party still had. How 
can a party that breathes lies and mischief 
be attractive?  

The BNF has, however, noted how BDP 
uses state resources to recruit from the 
opposition. Many Batswana are poor, 
hungry and unemployed while national 
resources are diverted for political 
recruitment and nefarious self enrichment 
activities. This must be condemned by 
everyone and the BNF calls upon civil 
society organisations, business entities, 
students’ organisations, media and so on 
to raise their voice against this practice, 
which undermines the country’s democratic 
principles and integrity. For years, the BNF 
has called for a comprehensive review of the 
Electoral Act and Constitution, to enrich 
our democracy.

We call upon the Shoshong and Tonota 
constituents to identity capable, committed, 
loyal and experienced party cadres to 
continue the BNF and UDC revolutionary 
journey. We applaud you for voting UDC 
in large numbers in 2019 in your respective 
constituencies despite BDP massively 
rigging the elections in the southern part of 
the country. 

Justin Hunyepa
BNF Information & Publicity Secretary

‘Shoshong, Tonota need capable, 
committed and loyal cadres’ 

Konopo

Lesaso

Masisi

D
uring the last quarter of 2018 or 
thereabout, President Mokgweetsi 
Masisi suggested Constitutional 

Reforms wherein amongst others, would be the 
appointment of half of the cabinet from outside 
parliament. He is reported to have said ‘I believe 
Ministers should focus on their ministerial 
portfolios and account to parliament. In the 
current system, Permanent Secretaries are the 
ones who represent Ministers during their 
meetings with the Public Accounts Committee 
instead of Ministers.’ Firstly, what stops 
Ministers from focussing on their portfolios 
because that should be the core mandate for 
which they are appointed? This could suggest 
the President does not actively supervise them. 
Secondly, Ministers are so poor and at times 
reckless when accounting to Parliament. Just 
watch how contemptuously and lackadaisically 
they do it during question time. They are in most 
cases always appalling to say the least.  If these 
are some the President’s reasons for wishing to 
appoint Ministers from outside Parliament, they 
are with respect, unmeritorious if not flawed. 

Constitutionally and as it stands, the President 
is only empowered to appoint Ministers from the 
pool of Members of Parliament whether directly 
or specially elected. Would the backbench be 
strengthened in terms of holding the executive 
accountable as a result of outside appointments? 
Not by any stretch of imagination. The current 
backbench is able to do so but is failing not 
because of its numbers but because it is terrified 
to be seen to be exposing their colleagues 
in cabinet for their shortcomings which 
have become glaring. It is fair to suggest the 
backbench looks conditioned and programmed 
to be soft on Ministers when seeking 
accountability. They literally, cap in hand and on 
bended knees, beg for answers to their questions. 
So when the back bench is still conditioned 
and programmed like a digital application, 
holding the executive to account whether outside 
appointments are made or not will be as elusive 
as is peace in South Sudan.    

A plethora of reasons have been suggested 
why it is desirable that these appointments 

Ministers appointed outside Parliament won’t bring any change

be made. I will state two of them. Firstly, it is 
argued that Minsters who also have constituency 
responsibilities are overwhelmed by the 
workload arising out of these responsibilities 
and therefore unable to satisfy the two roles. 
Secondly, it is argued that capacity in terms of 
skills, know-how and problem solving may be 
not be readily available in parliament thereby 
impeding in some respect, service delivery 
and so on. Whereas these are some of the 
reasons proffered by the proponents of the 
proposed dispensation, and look attractive if not 
compelling on face value, I beg to differ. From 
where I stand, there are hidden unintended 
consequences. Let me briefly deal with the 
first point. The other is addressed in the body 
of this article. Ministers who are also MPs 
have themselves to blame if they are unable 
to serve their constituencies. It’s all about 
organising themselves in the constituency in 
terms of actively involving their Councillors, 
Village Development Committees, the public 
service and other stakeholders in matters of the 
constituency. These structures are the eyes and 
the ears of the MP. What seems to be the case 
where these structures are not functioning is 
that the concerned MP, wittingly or unwittingly, 
neglects them where he/she ends up running 
the constituency on their own or with a selected 
few amongst the structures. When this scenario 
obtains, the MP becomes highly ineffective and 
isolated from the constituency to the extent 
that the very structures turn against him/her by 

accusing them of being delinquent and absent 
MP. The end result is that the constituency 
suffers. I therefore refuse unflinchingly so, that 
Ministers who are MPs are overwhelmed by their 
two roles. Back to the subject matter.   

My point of departure is that the current 
President and his predecessors have appointed 
Ministers from outside parliament by using 
the Specially Elected Members of Parliament 
(SEMP) dispensation. Whether these Minsters 
have brought any meaningful change in the 
ministries they led or lead is, I want to believe, 
a subjective matter. With this in mind, I believe 
some would say one or two such Ministers have 
made meaningful change. Fair enough. The 
rest have performed as would those appointed 
from parliament with added responsibility of 
their constituencies. A question has been posed 
to say, do Ministers appointed from the above 
dispensation have been leaders in whatever 
vocation; did they bring any skill that is not 
readily available in parliament at the time 
of their appointments and, what special and 
distinguishable attributes did they have to justify 
their appointments? All in all, SEMPs have not 
brought anything profound to write home about. 
Consequently and on the basis that SEMPs 
should be our benchmark to gauge or measure 
whether appointing Ministers from outside 
parliament makes a good and compelling case, I 
am afraid we are likely to get more of the same. 
Let me be blunt to say the SEMP dispensation 
is purely a political reward for those liked by 

the President. It has brought unnecessary extra 
baggage to the public purse. 

The next point should be whether Ministers 
appointed from outside parliament will have the 
freedom and flexibility to fully apply themselves 
in cabinet without unnecessary limitations of 
some sort from their principal-the President. I 
have never been a Minister neither would I ever 
become one. But the thing is this: that Presidents 
as politicians have four eyes on one skull: two 
eyes in front and the other two at the back. That 
is to say, they have the political goal to achieve 
for their political survival going forward while 
at the same time having to meet and satisfy 
people’s expectations. In most if not all cases, the 
former takes precedence. To do so, they tend to 
take political decisions at odds with the expected 
overall functioning of the State. For example, 
funds were reported to have been sourced from 
the disaster management vote to establish the 
Directorate of Intelligence and Security Services 
(DIIS) back then. Had disaster struck then, the 
responsible Minister would have been left with 
no funds to deal with such disaster. Because 
the President effectively uses the principle of 
collective responsibility for his sole benefit and 
political expediency, Ministers rarely differ with 
him to a point of resigning their positions even 
if their inner consciences so manifestly dictate. 
They get so terrified like a person whose house 
has been burgled into by armed robbers at the 
dead of the night. Ministers appointed from 
outside will be in this position of predicament.

Ministers appointed from outside parliament 
are more likely to be known BDP activists over 
and above anything else. It would be rare if the 
President appointed someone whose political 
allegiance lies elsewhere. Even if it were to occur, 
it would be one or two poor souls. Because 
many of such appointees would be from the 
President’s party, they are more likely to join the 
bandwagon and practice sycophancy which has 
been elevated to another level in recent times. An 
upright professional who is seriously, genuinely 
and honestly grounded in ethical and moral 
imperatives wouldn’t even accept the invitation 
let alone serving in a government whose leader 
is embroiled in questionable ethical and moral 
issues. Banyana Farms and the President’s 
involvement in business partnerships with 
controversial business people are cases in point 
where ethics and morality are in question. But 
because the ‘hear no evil, see no evil and speak 
no evil’ doesn’t apply in our body politic, the 
behaviour and conduct of those appointed from 
outside is more likely to be the same with what 
we currently witness.  It will be a case of ‘when in 
Rome do as the Romans do.’

The other point that is certain to deliver 
ineffective Ministers from outside parliament 
is that because the President will be having 
a free hand as to who he appoints, nepotism 
and patronage in terms of friends and family 
members could make the cut. Issues of academic 
qualifications, job experience and other 
distinguishable attributes for such appointments 
could be ignored to the detriment of government 
performance in terms of accountability, 
transparency and good governance-the very 
expected but seriously lacking imperatives 
in the present administration. I will be fair 
to the present administration by stating 
that these imperatives also lacked in the 
previous administration. While the President 
could have friend and other family ties with 
Ministers appointed from among MPs, it is 
not as open-ended as it is in appointing from 
outside parliament.     It is important to state 
that political parties in a parliamentary system 
win the right to govern through the blood and 
sweat of MPs who really do the spade work 
of delivering the required constituencies. By 
becoming an MP, that in and of itself generates 
the legitimate expectation of being appointed 
a Minister. There is a certain directly elected 
MP who allegedly threatened to quit the BDP 
if he was not appointed to cabinet. He has since 
been.  By appointing outsiders, this expectation 
is permanently dashed for some of these directly 
elected MPs particularly that by and large, 
the skills sought from outside parliament are 
reasonably available in some of the directly 

elected MPs. In most if not all cases, the readily 
available skills are mismatched with cabinet 
portfolios to which they are appointed. An MP 
with public health credentials will be better 
placed at the Ministry of Health while the one 
with law and other related background will be 
placed at the Ministry of Justice and Defence. 
The old held view that any ministry can be 
headed by anybody has long been overtaken 
by stark realities on the ground. This scenario 
inevitably leads to a situation where Ministers 
are easily misled by the technocrats resulting in 
poor to no accountability and good governance. 
The mismatch is more likely to continue even 
with Ministers appointed from outside.    

If I am correct in my arguments therefore, the 
positives of appointing Ministers from outside  
parliament if any, will be far outweighed by the 
negatives. This is caused in large measure by 
the overly blind loyalty-cum-sycophancy to the 
President by his appointees not only from the 
politicians but also from the technocrats which 
has become a diplomatic passport to favourable 
considerations now and in the future. And it 
works wonders for some individuals. There 
is reasonable material in parliament which, if 
properly matched with portfolios and enough 
supervision and oversight is provided, no outside 
appointments are desirable.  But because MPs 
are so terrified of upsetting the Emperor like 
some Republicans are to hothead Trump, the 
mere fact of suggesting outside appointments 
is a clear stamp of no confidence on them 
to which they happily submit. They are so 
blindly loyal to the point that they admit their 
academic credentials are pitifully inferior to be 
redeemed as long as they remain MPs. People 
who are sure of their abilities and capacities 
wouldn’t want to play second fiddle to outsiders 
and would consequently, out-rightly reject 
the thought of bringing persons from outside 
to take their ministerial jobs. Only Botswana 
MPs can stoop so low for political expediency. 
How sad! As I rest my case, I am resolute that 
parliament is attracting persons with skills 
good enough to match their fellow compatriots 
outside parliament. Appointing persons from 
outside parliament won’t fundamentally change 
the status quo unless and until political and 
public offices are used and viewed as platforms 
whose main objective is to bring social justice 
and cohesion to citizens in general and the 
downtrodden, particularly. I am prepared to 
be persuaded otherwise as always. Judge for 
Yourself! 

Covid-19 virus is still a serious threat. Comply 
with its protocols.

adamphetlhe@gmail.com

T
he Botswana National Front (BNF) 
strongly condemns the sustained 
propaganda and malicious lies 

propagated by some journalists and politicians 
masquerading as academic analysts. We make 
reference to the Botswana Guardian newspaper 
article by Edward Bule Mpoloka of 8th January 
2021, headlined ‘BNF is Dying-UB Don’. 

Ethically and professionally, the journalist 
should have solicited official BNF comment 
to balance his story. He chose not to, so that 
his malicious article cement his narrative of a 
dying BNF. He further unethically bolsters his 
story with a faceless ‘pro Dibeela BNF activist’ 
to represent the BNF side. Mr Mpoloka further 
ropes in a known Botswana Democratic Party 

It is the BDP that is dying -BNF

(BDP) activist, a Leonard Sesa, who frequently 
behaves more like a soothsayer than a university 
academic. Sesa pronounces the death of BNF 
without supporting his claims. We once again 
appeal to those approached to comment 
on political issues to give sound and highly 
academic objective analysis which will not only 
bring integrity to the organisations they come 
from, but will also add value to the political 
literature. 

On 16th November 2020, the BNF President, 
Cde Duma Boko welcomed more than 100 
members from the BDP in Lobatse, including 
a 2019 parliamentary candidate, Jacob Kamal. 
Thousands of new and mainly youthful 
members join the BNF every year. The BNF has 
successfully held its statutory conferences and 
congresses without fail as per its constitution, 
despite the dying claims. The BNF under 
Boko has remained intact since 2010 and its 
membership grown exponentially. The party 
has fully functional administrative offices. After 
the 2014 general elections, the same sponsored 
malicious lies of a dying BNF were drummed 
up by some media houses and the so called 
analysts from the University of Botswana. Three 
parliamentary bye elections were held at different 
intervals at Goodhope, Mochudi East and 
Tlokweng constituencies. The BNF of Umbrella 
for Democratic Change (UDC) won all of them 
despite the fake prophesies about its death. And 
embarrassingly, the BDP used state resources to 
campaign in all these constituencies. The BNF 
challenges Pono Moatlhodi and Aubrey Lesaso 
to resign their parliamentary seats and seek 
fresh mandates. The BNF is confident that it will 
convincingly win back the seats for the UDC. We 
maintain that the BDP rigged the 2019 general 
elections especially in the south where the BNF 
was assigned most of UDC constituencies. 

The Botswana courts unreasonably refused 
to listen to the UDC election petitions, an 

indictment to the separation of powers and 
democracy in general. Only a dying party like 
BDP would not have confidence to face election 
petition cases in courts. If there is a dying party 
in Botswana, it is the BDP which has split twice 
since 2010 with the formation of Botswana 
Movement for Democracy and Botswana 
Patriotic Front. The BDP has not only lost two 
MPs but several councillors and in the Central 
District Council alone, around 12 councillors. 

There are endless deadly battles at the 
BDP where President Masisi has publicly and 
continues to harass and ridicule former President 
Khama; fought with former Ministers Pelonomi 
Venson-Moitoi and Moyo Guma. Guma had to 
flee to South Africa while Moitoi was labelled 
a non-citizen and a Nyasa woman. He fought 
with legislator Moswaane and the legislator has 
since quit the party; He fought with an innocent 
citizen Rapitsenyane at the Serowe kgotla when 
he asked a governance question; Masisi has also 
fought with former Chief Spy Isaac Kgosi; former 
PSP Carter Morupisi and many others. He has 
countlessly harassed BNF and UDC President 
Boko in the 2019 general elections build up. 
Currently, Masisi is fighting a ferocious battle 
with his Secretary General, Mpho Balopi. His 
battles have now put Botswana in a diplomatic 
row with South Africa after Botswana engaged 
an Afrikaner apartheid organisation, Afriforum 
in the fake P100 billion fraud case. With 
unprecedented corruption by the BDP, Batswana 
are witnessing the last kicks of the BDP and 
sadly, the collapse of Botswana economy. It is the 
BDP that is dying and currently held together by 
a thin thread of stolen public resources, hence 
its aggressive recruitment from the opposition 
ranks by exploiting same public resources for 
resuscitation. The BNF is as fit as a fiddle and it is 
here to stay.

Justin Hunyepa
BNF Information & Publicity Secretary

The departure of Lawrence 
Ookeditse from Domkrag is 
unsettling to many, not least of 

whom is I myself.
Whilst it’s so easy to figure him out as 

he has never been a closed book, to amply 
describe, characterise, and unpack him is as 
tall an order as he is a physically imposing 
figure.  No amount of superlatives would 
capture his worth, brilliance, fluency, 
eloquence, zealotry, and of course that 
formidable and palpable intellectual 
wingspan in their entirety.

That BDP has lost such a seamlessly gifted 
man who oozed with fathomless potential is 
tragic indeed.

In Plato’s allegory of the metals, the 
philosopher classifies men into groups of 

gold, silver, and lead. Lawrence Ookeditse 
is pure gold. There is gold in his physical 
bearing; gold in his intellectual acuity; gold 
in his warmth and humanity; gold in his gift 
of the gab; gold in his diligence, work   ethic, 
and devotion to duty; gold in his loyalty and 
self-sacrifice; gold in his philosophy of life; 
gold in his code of values.

He has a left a gap which is well-nigh 
impossible to fill. All I can do is wish him 
the very best in his next port of call as my 
eyes glisten.

I am aware that wherever you land, you 
will make an indelible mark.

Yes, you will make a splash:  the legend 
will live on.

Good Luck Mate. Cheerio.
LESANG MAGANG 

‘That BDP has lost a gifted man’

I n every historical epoch, out of  
all men and women who are brought 
into this world, there are some who will 

distinguish themselves and stand out  and 
raise their heads above others.  Such often 
risk their lives and sacrifice their resources 
to change the plight  of others.Cde 
Mario Masuku, the Founding President 
of the People’s United Democratic 
Movement (PUDEMO) of Eswatini  was 
in this category.In the face of continous 
harrasment and intermittent incarceration 
by the King, he selflessly fought for the 
liberation of the people of Eswatini.

Cde  Masuku was a friend of the 
Botswana National Front (BNF) through 
and through. He was  one of the main 
speakers when the BNF  celebrated its 
45th Anniversary in Mochudi. His address 
was captivating and highly inspirational. 
To lose such a fighter in our struggle for 
emancipation, has left a void,  pain and 
sorrow. Together with PUDEMO, we shall 
continue the struggle from where he  left.
He maybe no more,but his spirit,ideals and 
principles live on.

Our two organizations’ struggle for the  
attainment of genuine independence for 
our people, which he selflessly contributed 
to,will not be allowed to be in vain.  We will 
continue to fight against neo colonialist 
regimes in our respective countries. As the 

The passing of Masuku has left a void, pain and sorrow

BNF, we believe in international solidarity, 
hence our relentless continued support  to 
the struggles  of the Peoples of Swaziland, 
Cuba, Western Sahara, Palestine, Venezuela 
and other countries. It is this strong 
conviction in solidarity which consistently 
enabled the BNF  to actively support  the 
liberation of Zimbabwe, Namibia and South 
Africa. Eswatini  shall also be free at some 
stage. We will continue to put pressure on 
the  Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) 

regime to recalibrate its relationship with 
Eswatini.

To the PUDEMO,  MASUKU family and 
friends, we wish  to extend   our heartfelt 
condolences. We would like to thank the 
Masuku family for having been so gracious 
to support and allow Cde Mario Masuku to 
walk in this challenging path. May the soul 
of our Cde rest in eternal peace.   

Moeti Mohwasa
BNF Secretary General

Masuku

Magang

Mohoasa and  Hunyepa

Serame Manake Dow

The sad reality is that the world 
is governed by politicians who are 
sensitive to the electorate when 

seeking political power but immediately 
turn grossly insensitive to the same after 
assuming it. The world witnessed in utter 
disbelieve when the disgraced 45th former 
President of the United States of America 
Donald Trump directed his supporters to 
invade and trash the seat of US political 
establishment, The Capitol. This because 
he conveniently believed without evidence 
that the very same electoral process that 
propelled him to the White House in 
2016 was flawed when it determined to 
remove him from the same White House. 
There are many more politicians I want to 
believe, who are in the construct of Trump 
elsewhere but may have not explicitly yet, 
behaved like him. It is fair to say only time 
will tell. This conversation is meant to 
respond to the recently delivered budget 
speech on the backdrop of my last week’s 
conversation in which I raised a few issues 
and my expectations thereto. Just like 
Trump who in my view was the least US 
problem solver but the vicious enabler of 
the same, I have come to the conclusion 
that our very political leaders who hold 
political power are exacerbating our own 
socio-economic problems instead of solving 
them.  

The Minister of Finance and Economic 
Development Dr Thapelo Matsheka 
delivered his second budget speech 

Politicians are not problem solvers but enablers
proposals on Monday which for all intents 
and purposes, was expected to some extent 
solve our socio-economic problems. From 
what I deduce from the budget speech 
proposals, more questions than answers are 
palpably apparent. It is my honest believe 
that because we are in the middle of Covid-
19 pandemic, common sense and logic 
would dictate that the Ministry of Health 
and Wellness would be allocated the highest 
budget because the pandemic is, as of now, 
our immediate and threat. Much as we wish 
the pandemic could permanently disappear 
now rather than later, reality demands and 
dictates that we deal with it with all that we 
possibly have. 

By the Minister pitifully not regarding 
the pandemic as a priority in the pegging 
order of his budget allocations, he is 
essentially not solving but exacerbating 
it unfortunately, to the detriment of the 
greater society. Not to be regarded as 
being insensitive to other compatriots 
who have and continue to perish from the 
pandemic, it is emerging that top persons 
with requisite ‘scare skills’ for the economic 
development of this Republic in one front 
or the other are perishing in their numbers. 
There are reports on the ‘Suspension 
of Testing For Covid-19 Testing’ as 
demonstrated by a communication from 
the Palapye Laboratory Superintendent 
dated 2 February 2021 wherein s/he writes 
that ‘Palapye Extension II Covid Laboratory 
has suspended its Covid-19 routine testing 
due to unavailability of reagents and 
consumables.’ For the Minister not to come 
up and appraise the nation on these and 
other related issues is a serious indictment 
on his government in pursuit of dealing 
with the pandemic. The budget spent on 
dealing with Covid-19 remains a speculative 
matter given that the Minister is dismally 
failing to provide a concise explanation. The 
explanation on this budget, just like others, 

is mandatory as an accountability tool and 
in the public interest. Politicians are the 
least problem solvers but enablers of the 
same problems! 

Another interesting issue in the Budget 
is with respect to State-Owned Enterprises 
(SOEs). While the Minister gave an update 
on the same in terms of merging, dissolving 
and reviewing founding statues of some of 
them and to his credit, I still feel time is of 
essence. The main problems which bedevil 
these organisations are good corporate 
governance and accountability amongst 
others. Further to these are overreaching 
tendencies and attitudes of the boards 
over executive management and in some 
cases poor persons in terms of skills and 
capacities deployed to them where political 
affiliation runs roughshod over merit. I 
always give the example of the former 
Minister of Finance Rre Kenneth Matambo 
who dissolved the BDC board during 

the Palapye Glass Factory conundrum 
when it was trying to hold the executive 
management to account. While the Minister 
is empowered to constitute boards, it is 
reasonable in this instance to suggest he 
was trying to ‘sweep the matter under the 
carpet’ and by extension protecting the said 
executive management. 

It is not far-fetched to suggest most 
board and executive members do not know 
their roles in these SOEs but that in some 
if not all cases, there is undue political 
interference and influence which inevitably 
render these structures to underperform 
due to the ‘unholy alliance’ between the 
politicians and the SOE leadership. This 
alliance it could be generally argued, goes 
further beyond the boardrooms where 
abuse of office-cum-corruption obtains. 
In rare cases will you see upright and 
smart individuals grounded on ethical and 
moral virtues quitting the SOEs because 

their consciences demand and dictate that 
they cannot work in toxic environment 
as it obtains in these organisations. 
The Minister would know as a scholar 
that it doesn’t require rocket science to 
make accountability and good corporate 
governance workable in SOEs. What is 
lacking is political will from himself and his 
political party to ensure that these virtues 
are enforced. 

A question should be posed as to why 
SOEs were allowed in the first place to 
find themselves gripped by serious lack 
of accountability and bad corporate 
governance. I have already answered by 
stating that political affiliation over merit 
is largely the cause. SOEs have a chequered 
past of service delivery as demonstrated by 
the Palapye Glass Factory, the multibillion 
but largely dysfunctional Morupule B 
power station. These projects were overseen 
by board and executive members of 
their respective SOEs yet none of these 
members have been taken to task for their 
incompetence in delivering them because 
they were ‘solidly protected by their political 
principals.’ Politicians are the least problem 
solvers but enablers of the same problems! 

The Minister made mention of corruption 
in his maiden speech albeit grudgingly I 
would say. In this budget speech, there is 
no mention of it yet it is that thing which 
is our immediate threat just like Covid-19 
pandemic is. Government through its 
institutions has admitted that apart from 
the type of corruption we have become 
accustomed to, Covid-19 related corruption 
has taken the centre stage since the 
pandemic with more than 40 cases under 
investigation. The Covid-19 corruption 
means that all efforts meant to reduce 
our very own infections and fatalities are 
seriously scuppered to our very detriment. 
It is fair to suggest government has all but 
given up in dealing with corruption because 

the capacity and I dare say willingness to do 
so keeps on evaporating by the day. We are 
simply on our own if I were to be blunt or 
better still, brutally honest.

The not business as usual and 
transformation agendas continue to fall 
flat as exposed by the budget speech as it 
takes the format of past budget speeches. 
This should however not come as a surprise 
because it is a BDP document. The only 
difference is who delivers it at a particular 
period. Very little to no information is 
provided on the overall vaccine issue given 
the nation’s fears and anxieties; the status 
of the Covid-19 Relief Fund with respect 
to what has so far been procured and spent 
on Covi-19 goods and services; what is 
projected to be spent in the short to long 
terms since it is evident the world is still too 
far from bidding the pandemic goodbye 
while it ravages the world in the interim.

The Emperor’s New Clothes are probably 
more than ever before, brutally exposed. 
This is to say, the transformation agenda 
highly talked about after the elections, 
during Dr Matsheka’s maiden speech and 
by BDP MPs in parliament is just but a 
simple, inconsequential slogan. The slogan 
is by any wildest dream, far from solving 
this country’s monumental problems. 
Even without Covid-19 pandemic, these 
monumental problems were always in our 
midst with very little to nought, done to 
solve them. I remain acutely convinced that 
politicians in power are the least problem 
solvers but enablers as demonstrated by 
Hon Dr Matsheka’s budget speech. I am 
prepared to be persuaded otherwise as 
always. Judge for Yourself!

Covid-19 virus remains our immediate 
threat. It is in our power to reduce 
infections by adhering to Covid-19 health 
protocols.

adamphetlhe08@gmail.com

A
lready 2021 has been engulfed by 
the scourge which defined the most 
of 2020. Today, we are even facing 

Eyes do not detect covid-19

a new variant which is believed to be easily 
transmissible. It looks more and more that we 
are going to be dealing with coronavirus even in 
2021 and maybe beyond. The immediate effects 
of this disease are pretty obvious. We are living 
in the most uncertain times. It has become very 
difficult to see beyond tomorrow. Fear is the 
order of the day. Panic is the new normal state 
for most people especially elders. And the most 
dangerous of it all, everybody has become an 
expert on this pandemic to the detriment of 
our own lives. We ‘cook-up’ theories that turn 
out to be our source of guidance when dealing 
with this matter. Some even claim to be capable 
of detecting the virus using their naked eyes, 
thereby influencing their decisions afterwards.

I was on the queue entering some shop in 
Gumare when a man seemed to be standing 
so close behind me that I could hear his 
breathing rate. Sensing that he might be very 
close to me, an act that violates the covid-19 
health protocols, I turned around and humbly 
asked him to move a bit further away from 
me. To my surprise, he responded by saying 
that he is in a hurry. That he wanted to buy 
his purported goods and rush to some other 
place. I still wonder how getting so close to me 
would advance his agenda for a rush. What 
even shocked me was what he said later on. 
He claimed I looked so healthy that covid-19 
could not harm me at all. In fact, he was so 
comfortable standing too close to me because 
by his eyes assessment, I was covid-19 negative. 
I got confused, how did we reach here? When 
did our naked eyes start detecting covid-19 
positive or negative? Am I the only one 
lagging behind with the latest knowledge on 
this matter? I don’t think so. It is such reckless 
theories and beliefs that are proving futile in the 
course of fighting this scourge. 

As I pen down this opinion, I know of no 
cure for the novel coronavirus. I also know 
that we are yet to access the vaccine related 
to the same. All we have are laid-down health 
protocols meant to prevent transmission. 

Included amongst them being social distancing, 
masking our mouth and nose, and constantly 
cleansing our hands or sanitizing. As a way of 
ensuring vigilance to upholding these health 
protocols, I fully subscribe to the idea that we 
all must treat each other as covid-19 positive. 
In that way, we can remain cautious in all that 
we do with whoever at all times. I know that it 
is very challenging to always keep up with these 
protocols. A good case in point being a husband 
trying to kiss his wife at home after work. Such 
cases can only mean that we should by all 
means try to avoid the crowds for the good of 
our loved ones at home. 

Speaking of avoiding crowds, it wouldn’t be 
fair if I don’t mention the staggering approach 
which was used during the opening of schools 
this first term. All new comers where meant to 
open schools earlier so that they acclimatize 
to the new environment before the arrival of 
the larger group. I commend the education 
authorities for cautiously making that decision. 
In addition to that, I would propose that feeding 
in schools should also be done at different 
times. This I guess would complicate certain 
school timetables. I suppose we can then release 
some streams earlier than others when going 
home. All these are ideas and attempts that are 
geared towards avoiding excessive crowds.

Let me conclude by appealing to my fellow 
citizens that we cannot afford to lose the 
psychological battle against coronavirus. I am 
really worried at the level of stigma attached to 
those that are found to be covid-19 positive. By 
so doing, we are empowering the very virus, 
and compromising our own body immune 
system. Being covid-19 positive does not have 
to re-define who you are. That is actually the 
time when friends and family must demonstrate 
their love and care towards the victim. I whole 
heartedly believe that one day, this scourge 
will be a thing of the past. May we all enjoy the 
month (February) of love. 

injobvu1981@gmail.com

CINDY KELEMI*

1 . On Monday, the Minister of 
Finance and Economic Development, 
Honourable Dr. Thapelo Matsheka 

delivered the 2021 Budget Speech. The 
Minister’s speech was delivered against the 
backdrop of COVID-19 and the deleterious 
effect it has had on the nation and the 
economy. Underpinning Dr. Matsheka’s 
speech was the need for a public service that 
is accountable and runs its affairs in a cost 
effective and considered manner. BONELA 
shares the Minister’s sentiments that cost 
effective spending will ensure value for 
money and that the few resources we have 
go further. 

2. The Minister stated that various 
measures will be implemented to increase 
the low domestic revenue base; including 
increase in fuel levy, withholding tax on 
dividends as well as well as threshold for 
income tax. Sadly, these measures will 
put pressure on households, which will 
undoubtedly adversely affect access to 
health services due to rising out of pocket 
expenditure. 

3. Dr. Matsheka allocated the largest 
share of the budget (18.8%) to the Ministry 
of Basic Education. He further allocated 
the 4th largest share of the Development 
Budget (10.1%) to the Ministry. BONELA 
welcomes the increase of resources to 
the MOBE to improve the education 
infrastructure in the context of COVID 19, 
which will allow for smaller class sizes and 
school digitalization initiatives, hopefully 
resulting in better learning outcomes for 
children. BONELA encourages the Ministry 
to ensure that children in hard to reach 
areas where no infrastructure exists are 
prioritized, and that there is inclusion of 
children with disability through adequate 
planning and resourcing of special 
education units. Furthermore, policies and 
programmes for learners with disability 
in senior schools and tertiary institutions 
need to designed and implemented. 
Since the onset of the pandemic, children 
with disability have been particularly 
disadvantaged, being the first to be 
sidelines as schools make allowance for the 
observance of COVID-19 protocols. 

4. Although BONELA appreciates the 
far reaching and multi-ministerial impact 
of COVID -19, and the fact that the 
Government needs to be able to continue 
providing goods and services during these 
challenging economic times; we are rather 

Health ministry deserved largest 
budget allocation -BONELA 

troubled by the fact that the Ministry of 
Health and Wellness did not receive a 
larger allocation. If we have learnt anything 
in 2020, it is that COVID-19 is a costly 
disease to manage – the burden of which 
primarily rests on the Ministry. If we are 
indeed to “come out of this crisis” the 
health of Batswana ought to take absolute 
priority including through the provision 
of resources to purchase the COVID-19 
vaccine and associated commodities such 
as PPE. It is disturbing that at the height of 
COVID 19, BONELA continues to receive 
reports from the districts, through its 
Community Led Monitoring Programme 
suggesting that COVID 19 supplies such 
as testing reagent stock outs are a regular 
occurrence in health facilities. 

There are reports of shortage of health 
staff as the health cadre becomes infected 
and affected by COVID 19. This calls for a 
robust health system strengthening strategy 
in order to effectively address shocks 
resulting from COVID 19. 

5. BONELA commends the Minister 
for ensuring the allocation of resources to 
cover psycho-social support arising from 
COVID-19 and to address Gender Based 
Violence. We therefore encourage the 

Ministry of Local Government and Rural 
Development to conduct participatory 
budgeting of allocated funds to ensure that 
resources go where they are needed most 
by engaging communities to identify needs 
(such as places of safety for survivors of 
gender based violence), gaps and strategies 
to assist those in need, including key and 
vulnerable populations such as people with 
disability and the LGBTI. Furthermore, 
BONELA encourages the Ministry to utilize 
communities and community organizations 
through the issuance of social contracts to 
deliver the services where government does 
not have requisite capacity to do so. 

6. COVID – 19 gives us a harsh 
reminder that health is indeed a human 
right, one that requires all stakeholders to 
work together to ensure that all available 
resources are used diligently and with 
fidelity, that there is accountability as well 
as constant and sustained monitoring and 
evaluation. Government should continue 
to engage communities, civil society and 
other non-governmental actors to ensure a 
coordinated approach for the avoidance of 
duplication and effective use of resources. 

*BONELA Executive Secretary
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HEART OF THE MATTER

D uring the course of this 
week, I looked at the other 
side of suggestions that 

unless President Mokgweetsi Masisi 
changes course, he could become the 
first President in Botswana political 
history to serve only one term.

I came to the conclusion that 
contrary to it, there are possibilities 
that he could pull another victory in 
the 2024 general election. Botswana 
political history tells us that the 
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) 
has in recent times prevailed in the 
last two general elections when it was 
up for the taking. But not because 
it was the best performing political 
party with compelling appeal to 
the electorate but chiefly because 
opposition parties were pitifully 
fragmented right down the middle as 
they currently are. Someone opined 
that ‘the BDP doesn’t win elections, 
the opposition loses them.’ This is a 
compelling statement that is not only 
correct in my view but difficult if not 
impossible to ignore.

There are a few prerequisites 
the President has to fulfil in order 
to become the BDP presidential 
candidate which, if he doesn’t, could 
disqualify him from contesting 
the next general. He will have to 
win the contest of becoming the 
BDP presidential elections due 
in an election year. Something 
is reportedly brewing in the 
BDP wherein there are voices of 
disgruntlement against the President 
on many fronts. The voices are 
saying the President has failed to 
provide leadership in the party and 
government. Predictably, some of 
the voices should be some MPs 
who feel the President’s ‘roadmap’ 
in both government and the party 
is not conducive to their re-election 
in 2024 given the subsiding mood 
of goodwill the President received 
in 2019. There are complaints from 

Status quo at IEC, the Electoral Act work perfectly for BDP/ Masisi 
•	 ‘the BDP does not win elections, the opposition loses them.’

these MPs that they are forced to 
defend party positions in parliament 
while they would not have been 
appraised about them before 
reaching parliament. These MPs’ 
actions have been brutally exposed 
by live parliamentary proceedings 
whereupon their voters are busy 
ticking the boxes whether for good or 
for worse.  Other voices reportedly, 
are from those who equally feel 
the President has lost course and is 
therefore leading the party astray. 
Some of these would be those who 
religiously campaigned for him but 
are now left and forgotten in political 
wilderness. Predictably, they have an 
axe to grind with him. Needless to 
mention, this is a common political 
ball thrown around in the body 
politic of political parties.   

The disgruntled voices are singing a 
song whose theme is to dethrone the 
Vice President from his position of 
party Chairman. This will be followed 
by dethroning the President himself 
in the 2024 party congress in which 
the BDP Constitution demands that 
during an election year, the party 
must elect a President who will be its 
presidential candidate as alluded to 
above. Should the disgruntled voices 
succeed in removing the President 
before the 2024 general election, 
the BDP would be contesting that 
election with a new presidential 
candidate. Is this realistically 
possible? The following should 
attempt to answer the question. 

In 2017, the BDP held its elective 
congress in Tonota where the then 
Minister Nonofo Molefhi was 
challenging Masisi for the position of 
BDP Chairman. This is the congress 
in which the Masisi’s camp was 
dubbed the Dubai Camp where all 
the goodies and freebies probably 
never witnessed at the previous 
party congresses were so witnessed. 
Members of this faction were feted 
on the finer things in life including 
the free flow of money splashed 
from a lady’s bag. The Banonofhi or 
Marakanelo camp of Rre Molefhi 
was reportedly starving where some 

of his members defected to Camp 
Dubai. The President and his faction 
swept the stakes with the opposing 
faction failing to make it to the 
party’s other positions on the Central 
Committee. I stand corrected.  It 
must be remembered that the 
President uses and takes advantage 
of his incumbency as the Head of 
State and the President of the BDP 
in all manner of things. Incumbency 
therefore becomes very useful. 

One does not need to go too far 
back in the political history of the 
BDP. In 2019, Mma Venson-Moitoi 
tried to dethrone  Masisi from the 
BDP prsidency in the controversial 
Kang congress which was preceeded 
by a lot of shenanigans. When Mma 
Venson-Moitoi made her intentions 
known that she sought to challenge 
the President, she was immediately 
removed from her ministerial 
position. Mma Venson Moitoi would 
later withdraw from the contest at the 
eleventh hour, sending DIS Director 
General to deliver the withdrawal 
letter. Before this, the way to Kang 
was characterised by a dog-eat-dog 
kind of situation between Masisi and 
Moitoi. Just like how he triumphed 
at the Tonota and Kang congresses, 
the Masisi is likely to perfect his 
tactics to annihilate the voices of 
disgruntlement said to be emerging 
to destabilise and to ultimately 
remove him from the throne. On 
these two points therefore, the 
President should prevail to be the 
BDP’s presidential candidate in 
2024. Why would he be desirous of 
changing tactics which won him the 
game under similar circumstances 
and situations? They say if it ain’t 
broke, don’t fix it. The reasonable 
thing would be to perfect it for even 
better results.   

Having cleared the party hurdle 
by stamping his authority, the next 
would be for him to win the 2024 
general election in order to serve 
his second and final term. This is 
where it becomes very interesting 
in more ways than one. But again, 
the President was in a similar 

situation in 2019 where the BDP 
looked dead and buried due to 
the political and socio-economic 
circumstances of the country. The 
Umbrella for Democratic Change 
(UDC) looked to be matching the 
BDP pound for pound in terms of 
campaign resources. This brought 
fear in the BDP because in the 
political history of Botswana, no 
Opposition formation had ever been 
so well resourced like the UDC was. 
The BDP government employed 
nefarious means to destabilise the 
UDC by peddling tax issues around 
its President; grounding his aircraft 
and temporarily withholding its 
manifesto for launching at the Maun 
rally amongst others. I cannot forget 
the UDC last mammoth rally in 
its President’s constituency and the 
presidential television debate. Many 
people were shocked by the result 
of the UDC President losing to the 
incumbent MP. The UDC believed 
then, as it still does that the BDP 
had rigged the election. Assuming 
without conceding that the BDP 
indeed rigged them, what would 
stop it from doing the same in 2024? 
Nothing suggests this cannot be 
repeated if it previously delivered the 
goods given the high stakes in the 
political chess game.

The President holds all the levers 
of power which he can still use for 
purposes of political expediency. 
Institutions such as DIS are still 
under the direction and influence 
of the President by virtue of the fact 
that it reports directly to him. Forget 
about the recently appointed DIS 
Committee which is all BDP due to 
the withdrawal of the Opposition 
from it. It is just a PR exercise meant 
to give it some legitimacy in the 
public eye. The President calls all the 
shots at DIS as his predecessors. This 
proposition could partly or in whole 
be explained by the rejection of the 
Opposition motion on reforming 
both the Independent Electoral 
Commission (IEC) and the Electoral 
Act. A view has been expressed 
to the effect that by preferring the 

current status of the IEC and the 
Electoral Act to remain as is, it serves 
the BDP in more ways than one to 
its advantage. If this view is correct, 
the President would surely use it to 
prevail in 2024. 

With the Opposition still pitifully 
entrenched in self-pitying and 
labouring on the election rigging 
narrative, the BDP and by extension 
the President, are more than happy 
with the status quo. By now, one 
would have expected the Opposition 
to be too far in terms of practical 
unity in its ranks. Toxic political 
statements from all and sundry 

in that stable give credence to the 
BDP’s slogan that ‘There is still no 
alternative.’ While the Opposition 
is doing fairly okay in parliament in 
my view, the same cannot be said 
about the same outside. The recent 
SRC elections at the University of 
Botswana where one expected the 
Opposition student formations to 
work together in the spirit of Moono, 
told a different story. By its own 
admission, Opposition parties have 
conceded that without unity in its 
ranks, dethroning the BDP will be as 
elusive as fighting against corruption. 

Given the above, it is still highly 

likely that whatever internal and 
external challenges the President 
could face, he still holds the aces to 
serve the second term. His biggest 
and potent ace is that of incumbency. 
While I accept that an incumbent 
can still be beaten, history remains 
my yardstick. He has faced similar 
challenges in the past where he has 
prevailed. But I still hold the view 
that he must do more to ensure that 
he serves the second term. I am 
prepared to be persuaded otherwise 
as always. 

Judge for Yourself!
adamphetlhe08@gmail.com

L et me dedicate this 
opinion to narrating two real 
stories that occurred within 

my surroundings and situations. 
Although the stories are almost 
similar in nature, they occurred at 
different times. They both relate to 
the natural powers possessed by 
women. Once upon a time I was 
hiking from Maun (Ema re je – 
hiking point) to Francistown. With 
me, was a beautiful lady destined for 
Francistown too. It was mid-summer 
day and the sun was giving us more 
than enough of its source of energy. 
As expected, the beautiful lady stood 
under a tree to avoid the heat from 
the sun. It was me who kept on 
attempting to stop the passing cars 
in the extreme heat. After almost 
an hour of failed attempts, a GD-6 
Toyota Hilux (four doors) stopped at 
a distance. I ran towards the car and 
enquired for a ‘lift’. The seemingly 
good married man agreed. But 
he emphasised that I seat behind 
because he had files piled-up on the 
front passenger seat. Seeing the files, 
I agreed. As we were about to start 
off, I told him that there is a lady 
going to Francistown standing under 
that tree. He asked me to call her, 
which I did. When she arrived, I was 
instructed to remove the files from 
the front seat and place them behind, 
creating space for the lady to seat in 
front. Off we went.

The three of us were all quiet, 
we all enjoyed the gospel music 
which was played I guess. Just after 
we passed through Makalamabedi 
gate, the lady made a comment in 
a smiling mood that ‘Ao rra, o ka re 
pega mo koloeng ya gago o bo o sa re 
buise’ (spark some conversation Mr 
driver, you are too quiet). To which 
the driver responded ‘start it we shall 
join in’. And indeed the two started 
chatting and laughing. On the way, I 
fell asleep until we reached Nata. The 
driver parked the car right on the 

Women on their own, are naturally powerful

A question was asked by 
Duma FM on Thursday 
22nd April 2021 on whether 

or not  it is good governance to 
be reshuffling Cabinet and/or 
transfering senior public officers 
regularly. Duma also  wanted to 
know what does the phrase “serving 
at the pleasure of the President” 
mean?  The import of the latter 
question was if H.E is the one 
appointing Cabinet ministers and 
senior public officers, why do we 
question his decision when he 
transfers or drops them from the job 
he had appointed them to do?

Let me start my response with the 
last question or the phrase “serving 
at the pleasure of H.E the President”. 
First Botswana at independence 
chose the path of democracy. 
Democracy means not only selecting 
leaders through an open and 
transparent system where every 
citizen of agreed age participates but 
equally critical, that every decision 
is made after consultation. This is 
in line with the Setswana saying 
that says “ Kgosi ke Kgosi ka batho” 
. Simply meaning that there is no 
room for autocracy or dictatorship. 
A leader must always consult others 
and seek advise before he/she 
makes a decision. Our Constitution 
has established institutions and 
structures such a political party, 
parliament, cabinet and the public 
service as platforms that a decision 
maker such the President, minister 
or any leader at any level must use to 
advise him/herself.  This is both what 
democracy and good governance are 
all about. Anybody who sidelines 
these structures and institutions 

is undemocratic, autocratic and 
departing from the political culture 
of both the traditional and modern 
Botswana political tradition.

Coming to the first questions, it is 
wrong, naive and poor leadership to 
be changing your leadership team be 
it at either Cabinet or senior public 
service level. We believe you appoint 
a minister or a senior officer, after 
careful and extensively consultation 
and that you have therefore chosen 
the right person or persons to the 
position/s. That is, you are not 
guessing whether the person you 
choose is capable or not.

When you present your appointees 
before the public,  as H. E or any 
leader for that matter, you are asking 
the public to believe and trust that, 
those are the best members of the 
team for the  task of developing the 
country which you were elected to 
do.  You are like a  man or woman 
making a span of oxen to plough. The 
process is not trial  and error. You 
choose the best that will deliver the 
job. If it becomes trial and  error then 
the job will suffer.

 Or to use another analogy, 
you are like a sport coach, a good 
coach will always choose the best 
team from the larger group. This is 
because you need stability and time 
to ensure team work and team spirit.  
Stability and team work are primary 
ingredients  of good results and high 
performance.

So why then do we criticize H.E 
the President for doing the transfers 
and appointments which are within 
his job description and authority?  
We do so for five reasons:

1. Frequency - since 1st April 2018 
when he became President, President 

It is wrong, naive and poor leadership 
to undertake frequent reshuffles

Masisi has changed his Cabinet more 
than three times. Almost once a year. 
Granted there was a national election 
in 2019, he has still changed Cabinet 
twice post 2019. 

2. The  President has not only 
changed ministers frequently but 
even more worrisome, permanent 
secretaries and directors in public 
service and parastatal  organizations 
frequently. These actions have 
brought about instability and 
memory loss in the whole system.

3. Instability brings about poor 
performance and lack of service 
delivery. We see this in Health, 
Finance, and every parastatal 
organisation organization.

4. Rapid change of  President 
Masisi’s team suggest that he either 
doesn’t consult or that his advisers 
are poor or even deliberately 
misleading him.

5. Those inside this government 
, say it is both lack of consultation 
and poor advise. You change officials 
because you did not quite know their 
ability or because they have betrayed 
you. We do not know which is which  
here because he never gives  reasons 
for the transfers or sacking of these 
officers.

Two points need to made here in 
conclusion, one is that the nation 
is suffering because of poor service 
delivery and the second is that if 
those who are appointed fail to 
perform it all reflects on the ability 
of the one appointing them. We 
know of course that part of the 
problem is the insistence that only 
BDP cardholders will be appointed 
to senior positions in a BDP 
government. This was a resolution 
made at  a BDP Council meeting 
and former minister Kgati was 
fond of  going around rooting out 
non-BDP senior public officers and 
CEOs of parastatal organizations. 
Some of these were among the 
best performers.  So the nation 
should seek explanations of poor 
service delivery, corruption and 
poor governance from a deliberate 
political decision to appoint 
their incapable members to these 
positions.

“Great are those with great vision 
&  action for humanity”

I remain genuine
K.M.N MOTSHEGWA

voice facing the driver ‘gakena madi 
a lekanyeng go duelela mosepele’ 
loosely translated as ‘I don’t have 
enough money to pay as transport 
fee’. She was loud enough for both 
of us to hear. The driver laughed at 
her utterances and instead asked 
for her phone number to which she 
provided. Suddenly the conversation 
diverted to phones rather than 
talking. I suspect that it was meant 
to eliminate me from the subject. 
I was hurt because I had vested 
interests in what would be the turn of 
events. And so naturally I extended 
my vision in a twisted angle so that 
I could read some message on her 
phone. Fortunately, I managed to 
zoom on one message in which the 
driver enquired knowledge of how 
much she was running short of. I 
couldn’t follow fully the conversation 
because she kept on adjusting the 
angle of her phone when typing. As 
we travelled, I then saw the driver 
sneaking through a P200 pula note 
to her. This was done in the most 
secretive manner. The driver used 
his left hand to pass through the 
note, and the lady collected with her 
right hand. The two of them kept on 
looking at whether or not I am aware 
of what is happening. I pretended not 
to. In the end, I saw the lady popping 
out the P200 pula as she paid the bus 
‘conductor’ for her transport fares. 

The two shortened stories signify 
the psychological powers that 
women have in society. I am one 
proponent of women empowerment. 
In my view, I would propose 
women empowerment to extend 
to exposing them to more financial 
opportunities. Otherwise women 
on their own, are naturally powerful 
people. They are able to navigate 
through situations with ease. They 
can be resourceful in averting what 
could be a very difficult situation. As 
men, we need women in our lives. 

injobvu1981@gmail.com

filling station point signalling that he 
is re-fuelling. ‘Young man, let us fill 
up the tank’ as he asked me to pay 
for my transport fees. I gladly gave 
him P150. He turned to the lady and 
asked her what she would want for a 
snack. How she gets to be offered the 
opportunity to be bought something 
to eat, while I am being asked to 
pay my transport dues, I didn’t 
understand. She replied by saying she 
did not want anything except airtime. 
The driver and I went into the shop. 
He bought two packets of chips and 
sausage, and a P60 airtime receipt. 
When we arrived back to the car, 
he gladly offered a packet of chips, 
sausage and of course the requested 
airtime.

A somewhat similar story 
happened when I boarded a 25 
seater bus from my home village 
(Letlhakane) to Maun. I was 
occupying the front seat. In between 
myself and the driver, was a lady 
with what we call ‘well-developed 
African body features’. Both the 
driver and I couldn’t help but glance 
at the well-built assets frequently. On 
the way, the lady remarked in a soft 

Motshegwa 

Masisi [PIC:PRESSPHOTO]
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OBK: A fierce Commando!

JOSEPH KGAMANYANE 

editors@thepatriot.co.bw T he no-nonsense Finance and 

Economic Development Minister, 

Dr Thapelo Matsheka, has hit the 

ground running slashing millions wasted 

in low impact pet projects, calling for 

increased service fees while promising a 

brutal budget for the next financial year. 

The first casualty has been the 

controversial Constituency Community 

Projects (CCP) – introduced under the 

Khama administration without prior 

budgeting and planning, where each of 

the 57 constituencies was allocated P10 

million under the supervision of the 

area MP. Local Government and Rural 

Development Minister, Eric Molale this 

week confirmed that Matsheka has already 

reduced the budget for Constituency 

Community Projects (CCP) programme 

for the 2021/22 financial year from the 

usual P570 million to only P30 million as 

part of his brutal budget. 
Some Members of Parliament 

including Carter Hikuama of Ngami 

Constituency are however clueless 

about the development. Speaking at the 

Botswana Association of Local Authorities 

(BALA) National Conference held in 

Gaborone, Matsheka said the budget will 

be brutal around which projects actually 

transform the country and are also of 

significant impact. The minister noted 

that he got a very difficult fiscal positions 

that needs to be resolved. “We will not 

stop developments but we shall prioritize 

and select projects that can actually make 

an impact. Low impact projects we will 

not do, we will not do guard houses, that 

councils can do on their own but not as 

a national project of significant impact,” 

Matsheka revealed.
The Minister has since also called on 

local authorities to review some of the 

fees which they charge as council giving 

an instance that government health 

institutions should increase their service 

fees from five (5) to 11 Pula. “That is why 

the five pula that people pay at Marina 

Hospital is more costly to collect. Those 

people should be paying 11 Pula. We must 

think in Dollar terms…if it’s less than a 

Dollar please find something else to do,” 

Matsheka advised.Councils has also been required to go 

back and resets limits for their revenue 

collections as they have been cautioned 

PHILLIMON MMESO

editors@thepatriot.co.bw  C harismatic MP for Tonota 

Pono Moatlhodi left his colleagues 

in the opposition Umbrella for 

Democratic Change (UDC) dumbfounded 

when he broke ranks with them and took 

sides with the ruling Botswana Democratic 

Party (BDP) during the Friday morning 

session.During a debate on whether to put a 

motion by Bobonong MP Taolo Lucas – 

calling for the establishment of a Social 

Justice Commission, Francistown South 

MP Wynter Mmolotsi of the Alliance for 

Progressives (AP) called for a division 

which will result in secret voting.  However, 

Vice President Slumber Tsogwane opposed 

the suggestion, arguing that the number 

of voices which were against the motion 

was enough and there was no need for a 

division. Opposition MPs supported the proposal 

for a vote but to their utter dismay 

Moatlhodi, who is also the Opposition 

Chief Whip, agreed with Tsogwane that 

there was no need for division. “There is no 

PHILLIMON MMESO 

editors@thepatriot.co.bw  M P for Kanye North Thapelo 

Letsholo has allegedly entered 

the race for the Secretary General 

position of the Botswana Democratic Party 

(BDP) in what is expected to be a hotly 

contested election at the upcoming elective 

congress.Highly placed sources within the party 

have revealed that Letsholo has been 

approached by some of the BDP young 

Turks who felt that he is the right person to 

transform the party. The young Turks are 

said to have promised him that they will even 

raise campaigning funds for him so that he 

matches his opponents.
The past two BDP elective congresses have 

shown that the contest is not only tense but 

very expensive, as candidates pitch lavish 

camps for their delegates.
In an interview Letsholo denied that he 

has been approached by some people to 

contest for the Secretary General position but 

was non-committal in confirming whether 

he will enter the race. His deliberations in 

Parliament is said to have motivated some 

within the party to convince him that he is 

ready to lead the party.
Letsholo ran one of the most organised 

political campaigns ahead of the 2019 

General elections and many expected him 

to be roped in the cabinet but President 

Mokgweetsi Masisi overlooked him. This 

seemed to have ignited him to be vocal in 

Parliament, something that has engraved his 

name into the hearts of many even among 

the opposition members.
He showed his independent mind when 

he fired salvo at the Minister of Land 

Management, Water and Sanitation Services 

for giving the people of Kanye empty 

promises regarding the provision of water.

“We are tired of empty promises over lack 

of water in Kanye. Mr Minister Mzwinila it 

has been long time we are told water situation 

is being rectified and nothing positive ever 

materializes. Come to Kanye and show our 

people water by the date you promising 

water will be available,” he blasted Mzwinila. 

He swam against the tide again when he 

opposed the budget provision for air assets 

for the military. Letsholo said the country’s 

peace and security was not at any risk that 

warranted the purchase of air assets.

Should he enter the race, Letsholo is going 

to face an uphill battle as he will find well 

experienced politicians in the trenches also 

vying for the position. Letsholo will tussle 

out with Incumbent Secretary General Mpho 

Balopi, former cabinet ministers Dr Alfred 

Madigele, Boyce Sebetlela and businessman 

Lesang Magang.

Moatlhodi SHOCKS UDC MPs
 ‘He is embarrassing us …as if we are children and today 

he went overboard’ – fumed a UDC MP who said Moatlhodi 

should just re-join BDP• That is after he attempted to block vote on Lucas’ motion

• Berates his UDC colleagues against being ‘childish’

MPs loose P540mUnder Matsheka’s Brutal Budget 

•	 Constituency budgets shrink from P570 m to P30 m

•	 No more low impact projects

•	 Increase P5 charged in clinics to P11, Matsheka tells 

Councils 

that government will this time around not 

give them the amount of money which 

they have received before. According 

to Matsheka, there is no reason for 

councils to continue getting funds from 

government hence the upcoming tough 

budget. He stressed that authorities 

should raise their bars very high around 

collecting their revenues and also making 

sure that they run efficient structures in 

their respective districts. 
For his part Local Government and 

Rural Development Minister, Eric 

Molale concurred with Matsheka that 

councils must show commitment that 

they are indeed collecting revenues. He 

highlighted that areas such as Palapye 

could by now be drawing a lot of revenue 

from property ratings. 
Though he acknowledges that some 

councils are indeed not collecting their 

revenues, Kweneng District Council 

Chairman, Motlhopi Leo has however 

pointed that on some other basis councils 

are restricted to do so by existing laws. 

“In Molepolole for example we should 

charge rates but you will find that there 

are certain properties that are not covered 

by the procedure of collecting rates,” Leo 

highlighted in an interview with this 

publication. The Council Chairman said this then 

therefore calls for councils to engage with 

their relevant ministry to make sure that 

need for division because it is very clear that 

this house has voted against the motion. 

We must continue with the business of the 

house,” he said  to a deafening applause 

from BDP MPs. This did  not sit well with 

Lucas who pleaded with the Speaker to 

declare a division. His plea was heeded but 

the motion was ultimately defeated by 28 

votes against 12.Whilst still smarting from Moatlhodi 

differing with them, Lucas had another rude 

awakening when he asked that one of his 

motions be deferred to a later date, saying 

he has communicated with the minister 

responsible.  Little did he know that his colleague 

will berate him. The motion called on the 

Government to do away with deterrent 

compensation paid to farmers whose 

livestock has been put down as a foot 

and mouth control measure and instead 

introduce market equivalent compensation 

for such farmers.Assistant Minister of Agriculture and 

Food Security Beauty Manake stood up and 

said that they were ready with response to 

the motion but Lucas insisted that he has 

spoken to the minister. 

Mmolotsi in his usual witty element 

said that maybe there is confusion at the 

Ministry of Agriculture and that Minister 

Dr Edwin Dikoloti should confirm that 

indeed he has spoken to Lucas about the 

motion.“We must take the business of this house 

seriously and we know the procedure 

that when the assistant minister has given 

an answer there is no need to call on the 

minister to explain, let us not be childish,” 

hit out Moatlhodi.This is not the first time that Moatlhodi 

broke ranks with his colleagues at UDC as 

he once put his name for the position of the 

deputy speaker only for him to withdraw on 

the floor of Parliament after he failed to get 

endorsement from them. 
Moatlhodi – former deputy speaker – was 

recently made the acting speaker of the 

National Assembly becoming the first 

opposition MP to occupy the seat.

One furious UDC MP, who refused to be 

named, said that it is high time Moatlhodi 

re-joins the BDP. “He is embarrassing us 

and is always reprimanding us as if we are 

children and today he went overboard,” he 

said, seething with anger.

Letsholo enters BDP 
SG race?

To page 5

Letsholo 

Pono Moatlhodi
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Race for BDP SG position intensifies 

Masisi [PIC:PRESSPHOTO]

TO RENEW OR NOT RENEW CONTRACT

BPOPF CEO’s 
future uncertain
•		She grew 

Fund’s 
assets by 
P10 billion

•		Ready for 
any verdict 
of the board

•		Bravely 
terminated 
contracts of 
the powerful  
cabals 

•		Board 
searching for 
excuses to 
release her

JOSEPH KGAMANYANE 
editors@thepatriot.co.bw 

P resident Mokgweetsi Masisi has 
launched a scathing attack on the 
United States of America (USA) 

calling on the world superpower to lift 
economic sanctions against neighbouring 
Zimbabwe. 

He was speaking at the just ended 2nd 
Session of the Bi-National Commission 
between Botswana and Zimbabwe held in 
Maun, reiterating Botswana’s unwavering 
support of the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) position 
on the lifting of all sanctions imposed 
against Zimbabwe. In August 2020 at Dar es 
SalaamSADC Heads of States has , Tanzania 
submit called for the unconditional removal 
of these sanctions in solidarity with the 
country of Zimbabwe and its people. 
asisi will take over the Chairmanship 
of the Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) Organ on Politics, 
Defence and Security Cooperation in 
August 2020 from Zimbabwean President, 
Emmerson Mnangagwa . 

The US imposed sanctions under the 
Zimbabwe Economic Recovery Act in 2001 
during the era of the late Zimbabwean 
President, Robert Mugabe. This followed 
after the chaotic and violent land reform 
programme of 2000 and a series of violent 
elections. US Ambassador to Botswana, 
Craig Cloud has early this year explained 
that the root cause of the sanctions were 

Masisi criticises USA over Zim sanctions
health economy, but they also erodes 
investors confidence which is essential 
for the country’s economy to flourish. 
“And I in my own ways often wonder 
how can we commit to the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) while denying 
the Zimbabwean children and its people a 
fighting chance to realize the same goals,” 
the president pointed. 

For his part President Mnangagwa 
said Zimbabwe remains burdened by the 
western imposed illegal sanctions which he 
says continues to weigh heavily against the 
country’s developments efforts. 

Mnangagwa says they have however 
resolved not to bury their heads in sand but 
decided to rather accelerate the country’s 
development in line with its vision 2030 as 
well as the aspirations of the SDG agenda of 
2030 and the African Union agenda of 2063. 
Mnangagwa added that as a government 
they also continue to improve Zimbabwe’s 
micro economic environment through an 
accelerated implementation of economic, 
political and legislative reforms.

“With friends such as Botswana and 
other countries who continue to stand 
with us during difficult times no challenges 
against us will remain insurmountable. We 
therefore remain indebted to Botswana 
and other SADC countries for this 
important gesture of solidarity,”Mnangagwa 
appreciated.

Even though he agrees that sanctions 
imposed on Zimbabwe should be lifted 
Local Political Analyst, Lesole Machacha 

has however urged Zimbabwean 
government and its president to also 
show commitment that they want for the 
sanctions against them to be removed. 
Machacha urged Zimbabwe to introspect 
themselves on a lot of anomalies such as the 
nationalization of the country’s minerals 
which he says somehow contribute for the 
country to continue being sanctioned. The 
Political Analyst argues that a lot has still 
not changed in Zimbabwe even under the 
leadership of the new president. 

He highlighted that just like his 
predecessor, the current president is 
also linked to some of economic crimes 
occurring in the country.  

Meanwhile Masisi says Botswana as a 
neighbouring country to Zimbabwe is 
looking forward to the country’s economic 
recovery which will consequently lead 
to a boom for Botswana and the entire 
SADC region because of the linkages 
between the countries. Masisi took the 
opportunity to also applaud Mnangagwa 
for the comprehensive initiatives that he 
has put in place to address the social- 
economic challenges in his country. This 
he mentioned includes the drive towards 
political stability by engaging the opposition 
in a national dialogue. 

As part of the commission Masisi has 
also assured Mnangagwa of Botswana 
government’s commitment to the 
cooperation and partnership that has 
existed between the two countries over the 
years and that it will continue to exist.   

human rights abuses and anti-democratic 
actions by the late former Zimbabwean 
President.

The administration of US President, 
Donald Trump has since extended 
economic sanctions on Zimbabwe by a 
year. Trump said the sanctions will not be 
removed until political reforms take place in 
the country. 

But Masisi says the sanctions continue to 
cripple the economy and political prospects 
of Zimbabwe and its neighbouring 
countries. Masisi said Botswana strongly 

appeals specifically for the repel of 
Zimbabwe Democracy Economic Recovery 
Act and targeted sanctions programmes 
imposed in Zimbabwe by the USA. “We 
do so fully conversant of the delighting 
impact of the sanctions on the economy of 
Zimbabwe, her citizens and undauntedly 
the economy of neighbouring countries 
such as Botswana,” Masisi said.  

He lamented that the effects of the 
sanctions are far reaching noting that 
not only do they derive Zimbabwe the 
dignity and pride that comes from a 

BAKANG TIRO
editors@thepatriot.co.bw

The debate owing to the long 
reluctance by President Dr 
Mokgweetsi Masisi to take 

residence at State House ensued in 
Parliament midweek when outspoken 
Francistown South MP, Wynter 
Mmolotsi probed why the president is 
not residing there despite alleged costly 
renovations done on it.

Mmolotsi had asked the Minister 
of Presidential Affairs, Governance 
and Public Administration Kabo 
Morwaeng, why the current State 
House is not occupied and whether 
it is true Masisi fears witchcraft at the 
residence. The unrelenting Mmolotsi 
said his enquiry comes on the wakeup 
call that the cabinet would be lobbying 
for the new luxurious and safer State 
House to be built in the near future at a 
new location. 

Responding to Mmolotsi, the 
Assistant Minister of Presidential 
Affairs Meshack Mthimkhulu denied 
claims that State House was not 
occupied because government is 
considering to build a new one for as 
it has been claimed that the current 
State House poses danger to president’s 
safety. “Whoever said government 
is considering to relocate the State 
House and build a new one was just 
misleading the nation. Cabinet has no 
plans of lobbying for new State House,” 
he rebutted.

According to Mthimkhulu, the 
State House is currently unoccupied 
by the first citizen due to the ongoing 
renovations which are yet to be 
completed, saying they might take a 
longer time. He revealed that president 
could have occupied State House in 
December but it emerged that it was 
leaking after its ceiling collapsed hence 
its safety is still a big concern now. “The 
renovations might take longer than it is 
anticipated but as soon as they are done 
the president would move in. However, 
we do not wish to speculate timeliness 
on when will the renovations be done,” 
Mthimkhuli said declining to reveal the 
cost of the said renovations made.

Revamps have been done since 
Masisi ascended to presidency in 2018 
he just use it on partly for hosting 
functions and vice president Slumber 
Tsogwane is yet to occupy his State 
House II. Making his contributions on 
the matter, the youthful Selebi Phikwe 
West legislator Dithapelo Keorapetse 
expressed a concern that the 
renovations meant that the resources 
were wasted. He is of the view that the 
Directorate of Intelligence Security 
Services (DISS) has been misleading 
the president that his life is in danger 
as is one that offered relocation of State 
House last year.

‘Spooks’ 
at State 
House
•		Renovations still 

ongoing two 
years later, MPs 
unhappy

•		Keorapetse says  
renovations 
is waste of 
resources 

•		No new State 
House, it’s all lies 
– Mthimkhulu

PHILLIMON MMESO
editors@thepatriot.co.bw  

There was near chaos in 
Parliament on Friday morning 
when Vice President Slumber 

Tsogwane and Speaker of the National 
Assembly Phandu Skelemani clashed over 
who is in charge of Parliament.

Things came to a head when Tsogwane 
told the Speaker that he must stop Members 
of Parliament from taking advantage of 
the supplementary questions and that he 
must stop them before they can even finish 
making statements. He was referring to 
Member of Parliament for Serowe West 
Tshekedi Khama who instead of asking a 
supplementary question made a statement 
regarding the independence of the oversight 

institutions. 
First to throw the cat among the pigeons 

was Member of Parliament for Francistown 
South, Wynter Mmolotsi who stood on 
point of procedure and stated that he 
wanted to reprimand the Vice President 
who is also the Leader of the House from 
trying to control the Speaker. “I think I am 
now compelled to stand up and reprimand 
the Leader of the House, because yesterday 
he kept doing the same thing, where he 
wanted you to act the way he wants,” hit out 
Mmolotsi.

Mmolotsi, who enjoys stoking fires, 
added that Tsogwane should know that he 
is not the Speaker and should not instruct 
Skelemani on what to do in the house. 

Tsogwane, 
Skelemani 

clash
•	 I have absolutely no intention 

of being told anything by 
anybody -Skelemani

To page 2 Full story on page 05

TsogwaneSkelemani
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T
he adage that ‘still 

water runs deep’ could best 

describe the situation at 

the Office of President regarding 

the   future of the Director General 

of Directorate of Intelligence and 

Security Services (DISS) Brigadier 

Peter Magosi.

Highly placed sources have 

revealed that President Mokgweetsi 

Masisi has found himself in an 

awkward position as pressure piles 

to either fire the spy chief or deploy 

him. On the 28th of September 2020 

President Masisi appointed Magosi’s 

deputy Tefo Kgotlhane as the acting 

DIS Director General.

“He was informed by the President 

to take some time off and consider 

the offer of heading the Counter-

Terrorism Fusion Centre (CTFC),” 

confided a highly placed source.

The other reason for giving Magosi 

a leave of absence was allegedly 

President Masisi’s unhappiness 

over the leaking of confidential 

information some of which coming 

from the DISS.

“The leaking of DIS operatives 

which were all on social media didn’t 

sit well with Office of the President 

as they felt that it compromised 

the national security,” revealed the 

source. DISS Communications 

Manager Edward Roberts confirmed 

that Kgotlhane has been acting as the 

DG but quickly added that Magosi is 

back in office.

Magosi, a former Special Forces 

officer at Botswana Defence Force 

(BDF) who held positions of head of 

Military Intelligence before heading 

the ground forces, is allegedly 

viewed as an operator rather an 

administration in some quarters.

PHILLIMON MMESO

editors@thepatriot.co.bw  

T
he MP for Tonota Pono 

Moatlhodi is currently caught 

up between his current party 

Botswana National Front (BNF) and 

a mouthwatering promise from the 

ruling party Botswana Democratic 

Party (BDP).

Sources close to the maverick 

legislator confirm that Moatlhodi is 

currently considering crossing over 

to his former party BDP after he was 

promised the speakership in 2024. 

The BDP is said to have approached 

Moatlhodi to defect to the BDP 

with an assurance that should they 

win the 2024 elections he will take 

over as the Speaker of the National 

Assembly. 

“He has indicated that he would 

like to retire from active politics after 

his term elapses in 2024 and has been 

promised the speakership,” revealed 

the source.

Contacted for comment, the 

outspoken MP refused to comment, 

saying that he wants to take time off 

to cool off his head.

“Since we are no longer allowed 

to address kgotla meetings due to 

Covid-19 protocols I have decided 

to take time off and ponder about 

my political career as well as social 

life, as such I won’t comment on 

anything,” he responded.

BDP’s chairman of 

Communications Kagelelo Kentse 

confirmed that indeed they want 

Moatlhodi to defect to the ruling 

party.
“Our recruitment drive is still 

ongoing and yes we want him to 

join us and is not only him we are 

recruiting,” said Kentse.

Regarding the promise to 

Moatlhodi, Kentse said the only 

promise they have is to give him 

the membership card of the BDP, 

refuting allegations that a deal for 

speakership has been put before 

Moatlhodi. 

Moatlhodi made history in 2014 

by becoming the first opposition MP 

to become a deputy speaker after he 

defected to BNF.

This came after he resigned from 

BDP decrying that he had been 

cheated in the party’s primary 

elections where he lost to Thapelo 

Olopeng.

Recently Moatlhodi caused a 

political storm within the UDC after 

he was suspended by the Leader of 

Opposition Dumelang Saleshando 

as Opposition Whip after he was 

charged with assaulting a minor for 

purportedly stealing mangoes at his 

Tonota home.

Moatlhodi went ballistic and 

accused Saleshando of disrespecting 

him by announcing his suspension 

on the floor of Parliament without 

prior consultation. He immediately 

pronounced his looming departure 

from the UDC.

Subsequently the BNF’s Tonota 

branch slapped him with 60 days 

suspension for putting the party 

in disrepute but the suspension 

was overturned by the Central 

Committee.

Addressing the media last weekend 

in Francistown, UDC leader 

advocate Boko announced that the 

UDC chairman Motlatsi Molapisi 

has been tasked with resolving the 

issue that led to the suspension 

Moatlhodi and his feud with LOO 

Saleshando.

PPP’s deal 

with BDP

•	 Earmarked for the 

Speakership 

•	 We want him to 

join BDP – Kentse 

•	 Let me cool off my 

head – PPP Magosi’s days 

numbered at DISS?

•	 Could head the Counter-Terrorism Fusion Centre

•	 Regarded as an operator not administrator 

•	 Kgotlhane has been acting DG

“There is need for an administrator 

at DISS and Magosi as a former 

commando is an operator and 

believes in team work and being 

on the operations thus making the 

administration part suffer. They live 

by the motto, ‘No trooper, no Special 

Forces operative wants to sit behind 

a desk. We joined up to kick some 

doors down’,” revealed a source. 

Those close to President Masisi 

have confided that an offer has been 

given to Magosi to set up CTFC 

which was established in 2017 after 

amending the Counter-Terrorism 

Act (CTA) which was passed by 

Parliament in 2014.

The new unit will be headed by 

a Director with some officers from 

the Financial Intelligence Agency 

deployed to it.

Its functions are to provide 

intelligence for the formulation 

of strategic operational plans for 

the civilian and military counter-

terrorism efforts of the government 

and for the effective integration 

of counter-terrorism intelligence 

and operations across investigating 

authorities. CTFC will focus on the 

development and implementation 

of the national approach to counter-

terrorism and the implementation 

of the United Nations Security 

Council resolutions relating to the 

suppression of terrorism financing 

and related resolutions.

As a former Special Forces 

officer, Magosi is said to be well 

suited for the post which will also 

be responsible for conducting net 

assessments of terrorist threat. 

 “The centre, through the DIS 

director general, shall serve as the 

principal adviser to the President on 

intelligence operations relating to 

counter-terrorism. It will integrate all 

intelligence possessed or acquired by 

government pertaining to terrorism 

and counter-terrorism,” reads the 

CTA.
Efforts to get comment from 

Office of the President were futile 

at the time of going to press as a 

questionnaire sent on the 10th of 

September 2020 was not responded 

to.
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PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T his week members of the 

Botswana Democratic Party’s 
Appeals Board are said to 

have dismissed most of the appeals 
that were brought by most the 

incumbent Members of Parliament, 
mostly cabinet ministers who lost the 

party’s primary elections. Most appeals fell out on grounds 
that appellants didn’t follow proper 

procedures. The Appeals Board has overturned 

a decision by the North East 
Regional Committee that had 

recommended a re-run between 
Biggie Butale and the winner of the 

primary elections chairman of the 
BDP Youth Wing Simon Moabi.`

“The reason that these guys lost 
their appeals is that they failed to 

follow the election procedures, 
which state that immediately after 

the results are announced they must 

declare whether they accept or not 
accept the results. Most of them 

launched their appeals days after 

the results had been announced,” 
revealed a member of the appeals 

committee. BDP Secretary General 
Mpho Balopi said that the Appeals 

Board has completed its work in 
regard to the elections appeals.

“The Central Committee is 
meeting on Wednesday and that is 

when the board will present their 
report to us and then discuss it,” he 

revealed.
Among ministers that were 

pinning their hopes on a positive 
outcome of the appeal are Defence, 

Justice and Security Minister Shaw 
Kgathi; Presidential Affairs Minister 

Nonofho Molefhi, Agriculture 
Minister Patrick Ralotsia, 

Infrastructure minister Vincent 
Seretse, Water and Sanitation 

minister Kefentse Mzwinila, his 
assistant Itumeleng Moepisi and 

Tertiary Education Minister Ngaka 
Ngaka. Though President Masisi 

has gone on record declaring that 
some of the candidates that won 

the Primary elections against his 
ministers were not good enough 

to replace them at Cabinet, he will 

find his hands tied to revise the 
outcome of the appeals panel.  This 

sets in a new danger to his already 
strained presidency because with 

the ministers now disgruntled they 
may join forces with a faction of the 

party that wants to topple Masisi 
from presidency. The party has 

fallen in difficult times, particularly 
with former President Ian Khama 

seemingly unhappy with the way his 

successor has been treating him. His 

loyalists are lining up against Masisi 
and even threatening to ensure that 

he does not get nominated to run as 
presidential candidate in next year’s 

General elections. They have a ready 

and waiting ally to conveniently work 

with to frustrate Masisi. Motion of no confidence
It is anticipated that the Leader 

of Opposition in Parliament Duma 
Boko will re-table his Motion of No 

Confidence against President Masisi. 
Information gathered by this 

publication and collaborated by 
highly placed sources close to both 

Boko and former President has 
shown that, the LOO got some 

information from the previous 
administration to build a strong 

motion against Masisi.“He is mostly going to expose 
the donations that Masisi received 

while he was VP and some of the 
properties bought for him by some 

business people,” confided a source.
Boko is allegedly weaponised with 

classified information – which will 
make his motion more researched 

and lethal than the previous one. 
Asked if he has been provided with 

information by Khama, Boko denied 

that but said should there be such 
need he will approach him.

“And let it be known that in my 
entire life I have never been to 

Mosu and wonder where people get 
that information from,” said Boko 

who denied that he is financially 
sponsored by Khama.Former President Khama had 

revealed that he had sought legal 
advice from Boko, especially 

regarding the refusal by the current 
administration to employ former 

Directorate of Intelligence and 
Security Services (DISS) Isaac Kgosi 

as his private secretary.To show that he is building his 
case, in response to SONA, Boko 

said they want a forensic audit on the 

National Petroleum Fund (NPF).
“The State was swindled no less 

than 240 million Pula. So far only 
three pawns in a grand scheme 

of looting are facing prosecution. 
The President has now become a 

recurrent decimal in the NPF saga. 
He must account. He must face up to 

Rapitsenyane’s question and account 

and atone,” he said.During the initial Motion of No 
Confidence, some BDP legislators 

dismissed Boko as a hired gun 
with assistant Minister of Tertiary 

Education Fidelis Molao almost 
letting the cat out when he accused 

Boko of rubble rousing for certain 
people. “This Motion has been 

brought to the House and I opined 
that the mover of the Motion is a 

hired gun and I stick by it. He is 
doing the bidding for certain people, 

and it is very dangerous Mr Speaker,” 

said Molao, refusing to state those 
certain people.

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw P resident Mokgweetsi 

Masisi is said to have resolved to take a tough 
stance and crack the whip in order 

to restore stability in the troubled 
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) 

after weeks of infighting that had 
seen party members publicly take 

on each other to the chagrin of the 
public.

The next Central Committee 
meeting on Wednesday is 

expected to be one of its kinds as 
he will have to specifically deal 

with instability within the party 
especially among members of 

the Central Committee.  His next 
move would be to meet party 

caucus to address contentious 
issues.

There is raging fear in the 
corridors of power that the ruling 

party is on the verge of crumbling 
under the weight of internal 

feuding emanating from emerging 
factions with some aligned behind 

former President Ian Khama and 
undermining the presidency of 

Masisi.
The recent revelation by 

President Masisi that the transition 
from Khama to him was not as 

smooth as was expected is said to 
have been his first warning shot 

that he wants to crack the whip 
and take control of the party and 

government.The climax of his toxic 
relationship with Khama Though in an interview with 

Mmegi newspaper, former 
President Khama said that the 

reason he could not attend the 
SONA was that he was at his 

farm, information gathered by 
this publication shows that he was 

being economical with the truth.
On Friday, Khama was given 

the government chopper to go to 
Shakawe where he had an event 

and came back to Gaborone on 
Sunday. Though he confirmed 

that he will attend the SONA 
on Monday morning, President 

Khama took the chopper and flew 
to his farm and came back in the 

evening.
This is said to have been the ‘the 

last straw that broke the camel’s 
back’ as this infuriated President 

Masisi who decided to include 
paragraph 270 in his address. 

Elective Congress One of the issues that is said 
to be pushing the political 

temperatures to a boiling point 
is the continued campaign for 

the Central Committee positions 
which will be filled at a party 

congress next year. This is causing 
extreme divisions in the party.   

Some party elders are said to 
have warned President Masisi that 

“if you do not fix a crack, you will 
be forced to build the entire wall”. 

Masisi is expected to follow 
what former Presidents the late 

Sir Ketumile Masire and past 
immediate Ian Khama did by 

proposing a compromise ahead of 
the elective congress next year.

The aim of the compromise 
is to help align the party to the 

campaigns of the 2019 General 
Elections. Insiders have revealed 

that it is not going to be easy 

Ministers lose appeals 
• Some might turn against Masisi  • Last hope is on Central Committee review 

• Boko moots another Motion of No Confidence against Masisi   

•  Some in Central District opposed 
Masire’s rise•  Mogae threatened to dissolve Parley

•  Barataphathi faced Khama’s wrath

•  Masisi faces Khama’s faction

BDP’s difficult transitions
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PHILLIMON MMESO 
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This week members of the 
Botswana Democratic Party’s 
Appeals Board are said to 

have dismissed most of the appeals 
that were brought by most the 
incumbent Members of Parliament, 
mostly cabinet ministers who lost the 
party’s primary elections. 

Most appeals fell out on grounds 
that appellants didn’t follow proper 
procedures. 

The Appeals Board has overturned 
a decision by the North East 
Regional Committee that had 
recommended a re-run between 
Biggie Butale and the winner of the 
primary elections chairman of the 
BDP Youth Wing Simon Moabi.`

“The reason that these guys lost 
their appeals is that they failed to 
follow the election procedures, 
which state that immediately after 
the results are announced they must 
declare whether they accept or not 
accept the results. Most of them 
launched their appeals days after 

the results had been announced,” 
revealed a member of the appeals 
committee. BDP Secretary General 
Mpho Balopi said that the Appeals 
Board has completed its work in 
regard to the elections appeals.

“The Central Committee is 
meeting on Wednesday and that is 
when the board will present their 
report to us and then discuss it,” he 
revealed.

Among ministers that were 
pinning their hopes on a positive 
outcome of the appeal are Defence, 
Justice and Security Minister Shaw 
Kgathi; Presidential Affairs Minister 
Nonofho Molefhi, Agriculture 
Minister Patrick Ralotsia, 
Infrastructure minister Vincent 
Seretse, Water and Sanitation 
minister Kefentse Mzwinila, his 
assistant Itumeleng Moepisi and 
Tertiary Education Minister Ngaka 
Ngaka. Though President Masisi 
has gone on record declaring that 
some of the candidates that won 
the Primary elections against his 
ministers were not good enough 
to replace them at Cabinet, he will 

find his hands tied to revise the 
outcome of the appeals panel.  This 
sets in a new danger to his already 
strained presidency because with 
the ministers now disgruntled they 
may join forces with a faction of the 
party that wants to topple Masisi 
from presidency. The party has 
fallen in difficult times, particularly 
with former President Ian Khama 
seemingly unhappy with the way his 
successor has been treating him. His 
loyalists are lining up against Masisi 
and even threatening to ensure that 
he does not get nominated to run as 
presidential candidate in next year’s 
General elections. They have a ready 
and waiting ally to conveniently work 
with to frustrate Masisi. 

Motion of no confidence
It is anticipated that the Leader 

of Opposition in Parliament Duma 
Boko will re-table his Motion of No 
Confidence against President Masisi. 

Information gathered by this 
publication and collaborated by 
highly placed sources close to both 
Boko and former President has 
shown that, the LOO got some 

information from the previous 
administration to build a strong 
motion against Masisi.

“He is mostly going to expose 
the donations that Masisi received 
while he was VP and some of the 
properties bought for him by some 
business people,” confided a source.

Boko is allegedly weaponised with 
classified information – which will 
make his motion more researched 
and lethal than the previous one. 

Asked if he has been provided with 
information by Khama, Boko denied 
that but said should there be such 
need he will approach him.

“And let it be known that in my 
entire life I have never been to 
Mosu and wonder where people get 
that information from,” said Boko 
who denied that he is financially 
sponsored by Khama.

Former President Khama had 
revealed that he had sought legal 
advice from Boko, especially 
regarding the refusal by the current 
administration to employ former 
Directorate of Intelligence and 
Security Services (DISS) Isaac Kgosi 

as his private secretary.
To show that he is building his 

case, in response to SONA, Boko 
said they want a forensic audit on the 
National Petroleum Fund (NPF).

“The State was swindled no less 
than 240 million Pula. So far only 
three pawns in a grand scheme 
of looting are facing prosecution. 
The President has now become a 
recurrent decimal in the NPF saga. 
He must account. He must face up to 
Rapitsenyane’s question and account 
and atone,” he said.

During the initial Motion of No 
Confidence, some BDP legislators 
dismissed Boko as a hired gun 
with assistant Minister of Tertiary 
Education Fidelis Molao almost 
letting the cat out when he accused 
Boko of rubble rousing for certain 
people. “This Motion has been 
brought to the House and I opined 
that the mover of the Motion is a 
hired gun and I stick by it. He is 
doing the bidding for certain people, 
and it is very dangerous Mr Speaker,” 
said Molao, refusing to state those 
certain people.

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw 

P resident Mokgweetsi 
Masisi is said to have 
resolved to take a tough 

stance and crack the whip in order 
to restore stability in the troubled 
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) 
after weeks of infighting that had 
seen party members publicly take 
on each other to the chagrin of the 
public.

The next Central Committee 
meeting on Wednesday is 
expected to be one of its kinds as 
he will have to specifically deal 
with instability within the party 
especially among members of 
the Central Committee.  His next 
move would be to meet party 
caucus to address contentious 
issues.

There is raging fear in the 
corridors of power that the ruling 
party is on the verge of crumbling 
under the weight of internal 
feuding emanating from emerging 
factions with some aligned behind 
former President Ian Khama and 
undermining the presidency of 
Masisi.

The recent revelation by 
President Masisi that the transition 
from Khama to him was not as 
smooth as was expected is said to 
have been his first warning shot 
that he wants to crack the whip 
and take control of the party and 
government.

The climax of his toxic 
relationship with Khama 

Though in an interview with 
Mmegi newspaper, former 
President Khama said that the 

reason he could not attend the 
SONA was that he was at his 
farm, information gathered by 
this publication shows that he was 
being economical with the truth.

On Friday, Khama was given 
the government chopper to go to 
Shakawe where he had an event 
and came back to Gaborone on 
Sunday. Though he confirmed 
that he will attend the SONA 
on Monday morning, President 
Khama took the chopper and flew 
to his farm and came back in the 
evening.

This is said to have been the ‘the 
last straw that broke the camel’s 
back’ as this infuriated President 
Masisi who decided to include 
paragraph 270 in his address. 

Elective Congress 
One of the issues that is said 

to be pushing the political 
temperatures to a boiling point 
is the continued campaign for 
the Central Committee positions 
which will be filled at a party 
congress next year. This is causing 
extreme divisions in the party.   

Some party elders are said to 
have warned President Masisi that 
“if you do not fix a crack, you will 
be forced to build the entire wall”. 

Masisi is expected to follow 
what former Presidents the late 
Sir Ketumile Masire and past 
immediate Ian Khama did by 
proposing a compromise ahead of 
the elective congress next year.

The aim of the compromise 
is to help align the party to the 
campaigns of the 2019 General 
Elections. Insiders have revealed 
that it is not going to be easy 

Ministers lose appeals 
• Some might turn against Masisi  • Last hope is on Central Committee review 

• Boko moots another Motion of No Confidence against Masisi   

•  Some in Central District opposed 
Masire’s rise

•  Mogae threatened to dissolve Parley
•  Barataphathi faced Khama’s wrath
•  Masisi faces Khama’s faction

BDP’s 
difficult 
transitions

To page 3

Seretse Butale Kgathi Ralotsia 

Botswana potential 
financial hub – expert

Business

The Patriot on Sunday  |  www.thepatriot.co.bw | July 01, 2018

News  1

‘BALANCED & FAIR’

‘BALANCED & FAIR’

Basarwa excluded in CBNRM PAGE 
06

PAGE 
09

JULY 01, 2018 | ISSUE 281

P10.50

www.thepatriot.co.bw

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw C oalition pangs and stuttering unity efforts are staring at Umbrella 

for Democratic Change (UDC) 
just a few days before some of 

the contracting partners go for 
decisive conferences which will be 

their first ones after the new UDC 
was launched in February this 

year.
Highly placed and intimate 

sources with party leadership have 
revealed that Botswana Congress 

Party (BCP), which is heading to 
Bobonong for their conference, 

might come back not a UDC 
member. BCP Publicity Secretary 

Dithapelo Keorapetse confirmed 
that BCP members are not happy 

at the snail pace of the process of 
finalising the new constitution 

document and filing it with the 
Registrar of Societies.He said the process of 

accommodating the BCP into 
the UDC has not been concluded 

and as a party they are not happy 
and feel frustrated with the slow 

pace of finalising the document. 
“Our members feel they are not 

full members of the UDC without 
the Constitution stating that fact. 

Let it be known that we are fully 
committed to the UDC; we’ve held 

by-elections with huge successes. 
We are of the view that that there 

is no other viable alternative other 
than the UDC; that we should 

be in in 2019 to defeat the ruling 
party,” he said.“If the new UDC constitution is 

not registered with the Registrar 
of Societies before our conference  

I don’t see the need for us to be 
still part of the UDC as technically 

and legally we are not members 
of the umbrella. We only have a 

Memorandum of Cooperation 
with them,” said one of the BCP 

leaders.
Although in the past the BCP 

was divided over their status 
within UDC, recent development 

especially the constituency 
allocations, which has strained 

relationship among the contracting 
partners, has united them and 

all believe it is time to leave the 
coalition. Keorapetse said BCP 

members have resolved that the 
party should join the UDC for 

the purpose of unseating the 
BDP and in the same resolution it 

stated unequivocally that the party 
shouldn’t be disbanded.

“The debate of leaving the UDC 
is a debate which hasn’t reached 

any structure of the BCP,” he said 
in response.Cracks within the UDC started 

to show ahead of the Boipuso Hall 
‘meeting’ as the leaders within 

the contradicting partners gave 
contradicting statements. BCP 

President Dumelang Saleshando 
and BNF Secretary General Moeti 

Mohwasa informed the media that 
it would be a decisive congress. 

The two leaders revealed that 
one of the issues to be address by 

the congress was to amend the 
constitution and give congress 

power to be the highest decision 
making body as the current 

UDC constitution places those 
powers on the National Executive 

Committee. On the other hand, BMD 
President Advocate Sidney Pilane 

and BNF President Advocate 
Duma Boko said that it was to be 

a consultative congress. Since the 
UDC relaunch, which followed the 

consultative congress at Boipuso 
Hall, the party leadership has not 

discussed some of the proposals 
from the delegates who called for 

other amendments in the new 
constitution.Among the thorny issues that 

were discussed was that of having 
two vice presidents which some 

especially within the BCP and 
Botswana National Front (BNF) 

felt it causes confusion and was not 
in consonant with the country’s 

constitution. The BCP and BNF 
delegates wanted BCP President 

Dumelang Saleshando to be 
appointed the running mate for 

Duma Boko in the 2019 General 
Elections but BMD opposed that; 

even dismissing the Boipuso 
conference as just a consultative 

meeting which had no power to 
make any decisions or resolutions. 

Another issue that does not sit 
well with BCP is the reluctance 

by their contracting partners to 
support their ongoing Electronic 

Voting Machines case against 
Government. Saleshando said he 

doesn’t know why their partners 
at UDC are not supporting them 

choosing to say that maybe is not 
their priority.This will not be the first time 

that BCP dumped the Umbrella 
as they did that in 2011 due to 

differences over constituency 
allocations and resulted in the 

party performing badly in the 2014 
General Elections.

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T he 2019 General Elections 

are increasingly promising 
to be an expensive exercise 

for politicians as well resourced 
candidates are already turning to 

consultants to craft powerful slogans, 

appealing personalities and stylish 
swag to win over an increasingly 

influential floating voters.  
It is all about the ‘Americanisation’ 

of political campaigns in  Botswana, 
a trend hitherto  seen in other 

countries as politicians recognize 
that high-priced consultants can fine-

tune their message and give them an 

edge at the ballot box. President of 
Botswana National Front (BNF) and 

Umbrella for Democratic Change 
(UDC) Advocate Duma Boko has 

stepped up the moneyed ladder after 

recently boasting that he will sponsor 

the July BNF conference to the tune 
of P2 million and the 2019 general 

elections with P10 million.  
True to his word, Boko has 

engaged a South African image 
company Status Reputation 

Management Consultancy which 
has stated that anything to do with 

UDC president, especially the media, 

must contact Karabo Molotsi, a 
senior Account Executive at Status 

RMC. Although Status RMC claims 
to have been engaged by UDC, the 

coalition Publicity Secretary Moeti 
Mohwasa exercised ignorance over 

the development referring this 
publication to Boko who is currently 

in Angola on Parliamentary business.
The move by Boko to engage 

reputation managers and image 
consultants is said to have been 

motivated by internal bickering 
within the two organisations 

he leads, which has dented 
the reputation not only of the 

organisations but also his and 
threaten to spiral out of control. 

The BNF and their partners 
Botswana Movement for Democracy 

(BMD) are currently fighting 
for the Lentsweletau/ Mmopane 

constituency, following another 
ugly fallout recently over Moshupa/ 

Manyana. Those internal disagreements led 
to BNF openly expressing shock to 

hear that their partners have already 

found Parliamentary candidates 
without consulting them. “The 

Botswana National Front (BNF) 
would like to correct the picture that 

is being created that a resolution has 

been reached regarding the impasse 
over the allocation of Moshupa/ 

Manyana and Lentsweletau/ 
Mmopane constituencies as the 

reports coming from the recent 
BMD press conference seem to 

suggest. While it is not our position 
to publicly discuss matters that are 

a subject of discussion with our 
partners, in the interest of ensuring 

that the nation and our members are 

not confused and fed with wrong 
information, we are compelled to set 

the record straight,” reads a statement 

from BNF Secretary General Moeti 

BCP ready to walk out•  Unhappy with failure to adopt 
new Constitution•  Spokesperson insists that 

they are committed to UDC
•  Include us or we are out – 

BCP source  

Boko’s millions fix UDC image• Engages SA PR consultant for 2019

Mohwasa.Currently there is swelling call 
within the BNF that Boko has failed 

the party as he doesn’t cooperate 
with most members of the Central 

Committee, which has led to some 
demanding that he step down as the 

party president. At the UDC he is 
being accused of being controlled 

by BMD President Sydney Pilane. 
Since engaging Status RMC Boko 

has reduced engaging in social media 

fights with party members, but rather 

posts on issues of national interest or 

those affecting the party.In their statement Status RMC 
states that UDC will have a three-day 

conference to thrash out issues which 

underlie Botswana’s economic and 
socio-economic development, in line 

with what the people need. Boko is 
quoted in the statement saying: “My 

leadership and I are unyielding in our 

commitment that Botswana needs 
to be a global player on all fronts 

and not simply be seen as a diamond 

trader with a few nice lodges.  We 
will use this time at the conference 

to discuss how we can shape more 
effective and inclusive policy, so 

it allows for the improvement of 
the education and health systems; 

infrastructure development; growth 
of local manufacturing; more 

support of small businesses and the 
enticement of a larger contingent of 

international investors to actively 
participate in Botswana’s economy. 

Our discussions will also concentrate 

on youth development, to ensure 

Botswana becomes the beneficiary 
of their talent which we too often 

lose to other countries. Our youth 
must never feel the need to leave our 

borders for greener pastures. We 
need to create ample opportunities 

for them at home”. Interestingly the press release from 

Status RMC only mentions Boko and 

his right hand man MP for Selibe 
Phikwe West Dithapelo Keorapetse. 

It quotes Keorapetse, saying he 
concurs with Duma as follows: “We 

will be covering all the bases during 
the event with an eye to presenting 

real solutions to the problems facing 

our country today. This will be 
condensed, refined and included 

in our manifesto, which will be 
available to the voters early in 2019, 

if not sooner. Additionally, we will be 

scrutinising our skills resource pool 
to ensure we have the right people, in 

the right positions to efficiently and 
successfully contest the election, and 

thereafter deliver on our campaign 
promises. It is our contention that 

a successful government deploys 
competent individuals to accomplish 

its mandate. Unfortunately, 
the current government has 

institutionalised mediocrity. This 
has crippled their ability to deliver 

services to the public and weakened 
confidence in both local and 

international investors. We need 
to strive for exceptionalism and 

create a meritocracy where all our 
appointments are based on non-

negotiable competence.”

Boko 

Botswana Congress Party [BCP], president Dumelang Saleshando 
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PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw Y outhful Tshepang Mabaila, 

who up to Friday was Botswana 
Democratic Party (BDP) 

parliamentary candidate for 2019 
general elections in Mogoditshane 

constituency, has dumped the ruling 

party to contest as independent 
candidate after he was slapped with a 

suspension of five years. Mabaila, who is former president 
Ian Khama’s blue eyed boy, has been 

serving a two months suspension 
after being suspended by the BDP’s 

disciplinary committee. He had been 

accused of committing offences against 

the rules and regulations and General 

Code of Conduct of the ruling party. 

He is alleged to have conspired and 
tried to persuade Minister of Health 

and Wellness Dr Alfred Madigele 
and Member of Parliament for Boteti 

East Sethomo Lelatisitswe to support 

a motion of no confidence against 
President Mokgweetsi Masisi, which 

was tabled before parliament by the 
Leader of Opposition, Duma Boko.

Addressing the media outside 
Tsholetsa House after the verdict, 

Mabaila said he was not happy with 
the decision as he was not given an 

opportunity to cross-examine key 
witnesses, among them Madigele and 

Lelatisitswe. “The truth will come out one day 
and you can see by the loss of Madigele 

in the primaries that he is being 
punished for not telling the truth,” he 

said. Mabaila denied that he is against 

Masisi, saying he supports him and 
remains hopeful that with the passage 

of time he will realise the real truth.
According to Mabaila, one of the 

reasons he was pushed out – through 

what he calls trumped up charges – was 

that some democrats advanced the 
propaganda that he was not from 

Mogoditshane and as such cannot 
contest in the area. “I am reliably informed that some 

party elders want Tumiso Rakgare to 

Mabaila dumps BDP
•  Tsholetsa suspends him for five years •  Rakgare to replace him in Mogoditshane?

STAFF WRITEReditors@thepatriot.co.bw 

S even lecturers at Botswana 
Police College in Otse got the shock 

of their life on Friday when Police 

Commissioner Keabetswe Makgophe 

suspended them with immediate effect over 

involvement in sexual relationships with 

some of their students. In the suspension letters, written and 

delivered on Friday, Makgophe wrote: “Be 

informed that it has been reported to this 

office that you are being investigated for an 

offence of Discreditable Conduct. 
This followed allegations that you are 

involved in an intimate relationship with 

trainees under your direction. 
Such investigation may result in 

you being charged criminally and/ or 

disciplinarily. In view of the seriousness of 

this matter, I have decided to suspend you 

from duty on full salary effective today 05 

October 2018 pending the outcome of the 

investigation against you”.“Consequent to the above, the Director 

Training is to confine you to the police 

camp or place of residence during such 

hours as s/he may decide. I do hope that you will cooperate with the 

investigating officers in order to facilitate 

the speedy completion of this matter,” said 

Makgophe to one Sergeant. 
Still reeling in shock, the suspended 

police officers met their lawyer in Gaborone 

on Friday afternoon to seek legal advice and 

map the way forward, immediately after 

receiving suspension letters. 
They are considering dragging the 

Commissioner to court over the matter 

convinced that there is no provision 
prohibiting them from having intimate 

relationships with police trainees who are 

full legal entities that can consent to sex. 

Their main contention is that there is no 

provision either in the statutes that govern 

police officers or their code of conduct 

that bars lecturers from having intimate 

relationships with trainees and that sex 

with their partners is and was consensual. 

According to the cops, who spoke on 

condition of anonymity, although the 

Police Act deals with discreditable conduct, 

intimate relationships with trainees are not 

part of the conduct, which the Act prohibits. 

“Even the Botswana Police College, which 

is a tertiary institution attended by adults 

recognized as such by law and qualified to 

engage in sexual relationships, does not 

have institutional rules which forbid sexual 

relationships between instructors and 

trainees,” a source at the college said. 
The lawyer consulted by the suspended 

officers declined to shed light on the matter, 

saying it is confidential and that he does not 

have instructions from his clients to share 

the information with the media. 

Sex claims land seven cops in hot soup

CRACKING THE WHIP: Makgophe

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw S enior government officials 

appearing before the Public Accounts 

Committee (PAC) this week, for 

the first time since the construction of the 

controversial Mosu airstrip, admitted that it 

has been built using state funds for former 

President Ian Khama’s private use.  
Further, they conceded that the airstrip 

was built using Botswana Defence Force 

(BDF) personnel on private land belonging 

to Khama and will never revert to the state 

as the public has always been made to 

believe. 
Appearing before the PAC, Botswana 

Defence Force (BDF) Commander 
Lieutenant General Placid Segokgo 

admitted that the airstrip was constructed 

by the army using army resources and 

funds. “Our understanding was that it was 

not being built on a private property,” he 

revealed, adding that they used their own 

machinery to construct it to cut costs.
Put to him by the PAC member Dithapelo 

Keorapetse that the construction of the 

airstrip has cost more than P6 million, 

General Segokgo said he did not have the 

figures. General Segokgo said they moved 

their machinery after Khama retired as the 

Head of State as per the protocol dictates.

He said BDF has constructed airstrips for 

former Presidents being founding President 

the late Sir Seretse Khama and second 

President Sir Ketumile Masire at their 

farms. Recently when appearing before 

PAC last week, Permanent Secretary in the 

Ministry of Transport and Communications 

Kabelo Ebineng said they have stopped 

maintaining the airstrip because it was 

proving too costly. “That particular airstrip is the private 

property of the former president. He had a 

piece of land he acquired through Ngwato 

land board. Because of other privileges I 

can’t go into, a provision was made that the 

airstrip be constructed by Government. It 

was constructed by the BDF,” he revealed.

In the past when defending the 
construction of the airstrip, government 

maintained that the airstrip was a “strategic” 

facility registered with the Civil Aviation 

Authority of Botswana (CAAB) that will 

“continue to be managed by the BDF as part 

of its strategic support of the President” and 

be handed to the authority when Khama 

leaves office.Ebineng last week somersaulted and 

stated that they did not take over the 

airstrip as per the initial agreement because 

they have enough airfields within the 

area of their use as they are in reasonable 

Mosu lies exposed
• Govt dumps Khama’s P6 million airstrip • It cost state P250 000/month to maintain - PS • State funds, resources used by 

BDF to build Mosu airstrip • Our understanding was that it is not on private land but belonged to state – 

BDF Commander • Except for Mogae, Seretse Khama and Masire built private airstrips

proximity. “We couldn’t justify why we should be 

spending P250 000 annually and a lump 

sum of P 5 million every five years,” he 

revealed and admitting that they could not 

justify the construction and maintenance of 

the airstrip.

In September 2016 the then Permanent 

Secretary in the Ministry of Transport and 

Communications Goitsemang Morekisi 

wrote to Civil Aviation Authorities 
Botswana (CAAB) instructing them 

to fence the Mosu airstrip with the 
understanding that after the completion of 

fencing it will be transferred to CAAB.
This never happened until President 

Khama retired from office in April this year. 

When answering a question in Parliament 

in 2013 the then Minister of Presidential 

Affairs and Public Administration 
Mokgweetsi Masisi who is currently the 

state President defended the construction 

of the Mosu airstrip. Masisi said President 

Khama intended to hand the airfield over 

for public use and that it was constructed by 

personnel and machinery of the Botswana 

Defence Force (BDF) as an exercise and 

measure of utmost frugality.

To page 3

Mabaila 

Botswana Defence Force (BDF) Commander Lieutenant General Placid Segokgo
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PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T he recently suspended Botswana Democratic Party 

(BDP) parliamentary candidate for Mogoditshane, 
Tshepang Mabaila is facing 

another battle – this time 
around it is from the taxman 

who suspects that he has been 
evading tax.Highly placed sources have 

revealed that Botswana Unified 
Revenue Services (BURS) 

recently approached the Local 
Enterprise Authority (LEA) 

about their dealings with 
Mabaila, especially payments 

made to his security company, 
Emirates Securities.This was after LEA terminated their contract 

with Emirates Securities after 
it failed to fulfill some of the 

contractual obligations.“The security officers were 
not provided with uniform 

and other accessories needed 
for a security officer  and as 

stipulated in the contract 
every time he was asked to 

fulfill contractual obligations 
he will threaten to report 

the management to the then President Khama and 
Permanent Secretary to the 

President Carter Morupisi,” 
revealed the source.In an interview with this publication, Mabaila 

confirmed that indeed LEA has 
terminated the contract with 

him, but added that he is suing 
them for unlawful termination 

of the contract.“They started threatening 
me with termination of the 

contract last year and failed. 
They then pushed it to this 

year,” he said, denying that he 
used his closeness with former 

President Khama to threaten 
LEA officials.Regarding the issue of non-

compliance with the contract 
obligations, he vehemently 

denied that – insisting that all 

Taxman after Mabaila  •  BURS investigates him for tax evasion •  I have over P10 million worth of tenders with Govt – Mabaila •  ‘I am suing LEA’•  Denies that he won tenders due friendship with Khama  

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw B otswana Democratic 

Party (BDP) is allegedly 
rocked by secret meetings 

involving top party figures, some 
within the Central Committee in a 

plot to oust President Mokgweetsi 

Masisi, Party Chairman Slumber 
Tsogwane and Secretary General 

Mpho Balopi from their respective 
positions within the party.

Recently the party leadership was 
left shocked when former President 

Ian Khama announced that he 
never resigned as party president 

and that should those pursuing 

the case win he will reassume his 
position.

Khama told a local paper 
that before he stepped down he 

consulted Balopi about writing a 
resignation letter but he was told it 

was not necessary.According to highly placed 
sources the announcement by 

former President Khama is part of 
the grand plan to cast doubt on the 

leadership of both Masisi and his 
close associate Balopi within the 

party.

BDP faction turns heat on PresidentPlot tooust Masisi
• Factions holding secret night meetings  

• People are focused on party positions rather than the 2019 elections – Balopi 

• Kgalagadi South constituency strategic meeting cancelled 

• Guma was the guest speaker

Mabaila 

[PIC:PRESSPHOTO]

President Masisi and Vice President Tsogwane 

FULL STORY ON PAGE 5
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to form Botswana Movement for 
Democracy (BMD). Although this was a purely 

partisan matter, that had nothing 
to do with state presidency, Khama 

deafeated Motswaledi on the 
presidential immunity clause as he 

was head of state 24 hours a day. It 
was impossible to separate decisions 

he made in his personal capacity and 

those he made as head of state.    
Khama has stated that upon 

the retirement of Brigadier George Tlhalerwa he informed  Masisi and that he has identified Colonel Kgosi as a fitting candidate for the vacant position and submitted his curriculum vitae.Served with distinction
In motivating his reasons for the appointment of the former spy chief, Khama 

said Kgosi who is his close 
associate had served the 

government of Botswana with 
distinction in a career spanning 

over forty years. “That Col. Isaac Seabelo 
Kgosi had recently served in the 

eminent position of Director 
General of the DISS with 

distinction,” he said in his letter, 
adding that he was retired upon 

the assumption of office by President 

Masisi.
He said the retirement of Kgosi 

was not based on any fault, failure 
or impropriety as such could never 

amount to a disqualification from 
serving in any capacity for which he 

qualifies in the public service. In May 

this year, President Masisi shocked 
many when he fired Kgosi as 

Director General of DISS replacing 
him with Brigadier Peter Magosi 

who was retired by Khama 
as commander of Ground 

Forces at Botswana 
Defence Force (BDF).

Khama, who is very close to Kgosi, 

publicly expressed his shock and 
unhappiness; saying that the firing 

of his close ally was undignified.  

Through his lawyers, Khama states 
that Kgosi has served as his private 

secretary when he was the Vice 
President of Botswana. “The rapport and understanding 

that subsists between the claimant 
and Col Kgosi would enable the 

smooth filling of the vacant position 
with a person most eminently 
qualified and, most importantly, 
the claimant’s own choice and 
preference, as envisioned by the 
law, with regard to the nature 
of this position,” reads the 
statutory notice.Verbally declinedTo Khama’s dismay, President Masisi verbally 

advised him that his choice 
has been declined, which 
forced Khama to write a letter maintaining his choice and motivating his reasons for it. He maintained there was no valid, lawful and rational basis for rejection of his recommendation to appoint Kgosi as his private secretary. 

The 
relationship been 
Khama and Kgosi dates back to their time 

at the barracks where he 
served as Head of Intelligence and 

when he joined politics, he brought 
him along and appointed him his 

private secretary. Kgosi was sent for 
further studies in United States of 

America as way of preparing him to 
establish the DISS. 

Babereki deals damage 
Confianza
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PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T he fallout between President Mokgweetsi Masisi 

and his predecessor former 
President Ian Khama degenerated 

on Friday when the latter served 
him with statutory notice, in the first 

litmus test to powers and authority 
of the incumbent.In the papers which were delivered 

to the Attorney General’s Chambers 
on Friday, Khama,  through his 

lawyers Toteng and Company, states 
that he is entitled to the services 

of a Private Secretary of his own 
choice and selection as the relevant 

law provides. Khama is demanding 
that President Masisi should accept 

former Director of Intelligence and 
Security Services (DISS) Isaac Kgosi 

as his chosen Private Secretary. 
According to Khama, President 

Masisi told him that the reason he 
cannot appoint Kgosi is because he 

will retire in December 2018.Unreasonable, irrational 
“His Excellency, President Masisi’s 

decision to refuse the appointment 
is therefore, unreasonable, irrational 

and unlawful and liable to be 
reviewed and set aside, if challenged 

before the courts,” reads Khama’s 
notice.  Khama demands that  the 

decision to reject the appointment 
of Colonel Kgosi as his  Private 

Secretary be vacated and that he be 
duly appointed into the position with 

immediate effect, “or within such 
time as is reasonably and practicable, 

taking into account the grave 
inconvenience the claimant suffers 

from the failure to fill the vacancy.”
Khama has given Masisi 30 days 

to meet the demands from the date 
of service of the notice and if they 

are not met they will institute review 

proceedings and seek, inter alia, 
an order declaring that President 

Masisi’s decision is unreasonable, 
irrational and unlawful and be set 

aside.
Immunity 

It appears Khama does not see 
his intentions as an exercise in 

futility since President Masisi enjoys 

immunity from legal challenges 
for decisions he has taken while in 

the office of head of state as part of 
his work. Over the years Khama 

has benefited handsomely from 
presidential immunity provision 

with many cases against him falling 
by the way side on the same ground. 

One such case was when the late 
Gomolemo Motswaledi took Khama 

to court to challenge him for his 
decision to suspend him from 

the Botswana Democratic Party 
(BDP); the outcome of which forced 

Motswaledi to bolt out of the party 

Khama to Masisi …APPOINT KGOSI…OR! 
• Says Masisi is unreasonable, irrational and acted unlawfully   

• Gives Masisi 30 days to respond or else goes to court 

• Masisi’s grounds: Kgosi retires in December 2018
PHILLIMON MMESO 

phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw A recent announcement by 
Umbrella for Democratic 

Change (UDC) president 
Duma Boko that he will sponsor 

2019 campaigns with over P10 
million and subsequent speculation 

that he is a hired gun for some 
ruling party politicians has attracted 

the attention of Directorate 
on Corruption and Economic 

Crime (DCEC) and the Financial 
Intelligence Agency (FIA).

Graft busters are reportedly 
snooping around opposition 

Botswana National Front (BNF) 
and its leader. Highly placed sources 

within the two organizations have 
confirmed that they are investigating 

possible money laundering involving 

the BNF and its leader Boko.  
“During  the BNF conference held 

in Rakops recently, most if not all 
service providers were paid cash 

which fuelled our suspicion,” a 
source revealed. Highly placed sources close to 

both Boko and former President Ian 

Khama have alleged  that the latter 
sponsored the BNF conference and 

the UDC 2019 campaign strategy 
with unclosed millions of pula. 

In interview with this publication 
recently Boko vehemently denied 

that they were funded by former 
President Khama and that he 

(Khama) funded the motion of 
no confidence against President 

Mokgweetsi Masisi which was tabled 

by Boko in Parliament.In an interview BNF Treasurer 
Noah Salakae revealed that indeed 

Boko informed them that he will 
fund the conference but the money 

was not deposited into the party’s 
account. “He informed us that the 

money was given to him personally 
and in his business account as such 

he was the one paying the bills,” he 
said.

One of the people who is alleged 
to have been paying the service 

providers during the conference is 
Boko’s close ally Elliot Moshoke. In a 

written response, Moshoke declined 
to comment on his involvement in 

the controversy surrounding funds 
disbursed at the Rakops conference. 

“As a disciplined member of the BNF 

I cannot engage with newspapers 
directly on matters about the party 

as I am not the spokesperson of the 
party. I respect all my leaders and 

all the procedures and processes of 
the BNF. If any leader has said such 

gross allegations, it would be very 
unfortunate,” he said The two met 

after the conference After the BNF conference, Boko 
is alleged to have driven to Mosu 

where he met former President 
Khama and former DISS Director 

General Isaac Kgosi. Efforts to get 
comment from advocate Boko were 

futile at the time of going to press 
while DCEC promised to respond to 

a questionnaire sent to them but has 

not done so by the time of going to 
print. 

DCEC, FIA investigate Boko
• Suspect possible money laundering at BNF conference

• Boko failed to keep his promises: No buses for delegates 

• Some NEC members want Boko to resign

• BNF on the brink of another split

Things fall apart at BNF 
Things are falling apart in the 

country’s leading opposition party, 
Botswana National Front (BNF) and 

the centre can no longer hold, and 
that is principally because the center 

is literally absent. Highly placed 
sources within the BNF National 

Executive Committee have revealed 
that the party especially leadership 

have lost trust in their President 
Duma Boko who also doubles up 

as president of the Umbrella for 
Democratic Change (UDC).

The August NEC which is 
expected to discuss the conference 

is expected to produce fireworks 
as there is suspicion by some BNF 

members that there is a plan to 
set aside resolution 7 which read 

thus; “Noting that after several and 
consistent requests BNF made to 

have a bilateral with BMD to address 

the representation issues, BMD has 
consistently not been responsive. 

We therefore resolve that 
there should be joint primary 

elections under the UDC in all the 
parliamentary and council seats 

allocated to the BMD in 2014, except 

where it holds incumbency. If this 
fails, then the BNF should assume 

the leadership of these constituencies 

and wards. The UDC would be the 
final arbiter if the above two do not 

succeed.”
The Boko camp commonly known 

as Fear fokol is said to be against the 
motion as they have a soft spot for 

BMD while a faction led by BNF vice 

president Rev. Dr Prince Dibeela 
prefer partnership with the Alliance 

for Progressives (AP) and want BMD 

expelled from the UDC. The group 
which is believed to prefer an alliance 

with the Ndaba Gaolathe led Alliance 

for Progressives is said to be ready 
to walk out should the resolution be 

set aside. “Our aim is to force Boko 
to resign if he cannot reign in Pilane.  

If he doesn’t we will force him to do 
so,  that’s why we convinced Noah 

Salakae to withdraw his resignation 
because we need numbers at the 

NEC meeting,” confided a source.
Ahead of the BNF National 

Conference in Rakops, Boko 
promised that he will personally fund 

the conference with P2 million which 

will mostly cater for buses, meals 
and other logistics. The buses were 

expected to be branded with BNF 
color but this came only a dream as 

only five buses were sourced.
In an interview BNF Publicity 

Secretary Justin Hunyepa confirmed 

that they could not source the buses 
because regions brought the names 

very late. “We know where those 
allegations come from but President 

Boko explained to the delegates that 
he has desired to hire buses for them 

but due to failure to submit names 
on time this did not happen,” he said, 

adding that people must understand 

that it was during public holidays 
where buses were on high demand.

Hunyepa hailed the conference 
saying it was one of the best 

organized as they even put 
WIFI in the main tent to ease 

communication. “Those who are 
peddling those rumors we know 

their agenda and won’t entertain 
them,” he said. He said most of 

people who are peddling the rumors 

are those who expressed aversion on 

the membership of BMD within the 
UDC and calling for coalition with 

Alliance for Progressives (AP).
Those who are against Boko have 

said that his absent leadership has 
created a vaccuum and left the party 

without cohesion and direction. They 

accuse him of running a party with 
his friends and leaving NEC outside, 

“The P2 million that he talked about 

was not given to the party treasurer 
but the money was held by his close 

friends,” another source alleged. 

HAPPIER TIMES: Masisi and Khama 
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Boko

The Patriot on Sunday  |  www.thepatriot.co.bw | November 4, 2018

News  1

“Do or Die” for Botswana - Gaolathe

P12.00

www.thepatriot.co.bw

NOVEMBER 11, 2018 | ISSUE 300

PAGE 
06

4890

Mug
Breakfast

COLLECTOR’S

Ts & Cs apply. O� er includes 2 eggs, 3 rashers of streaky bacon, toast & 1 mug. 

6 mug designs available. Mug designs are subject to availability. Available 

at selected restaurants only. Price inclusive. While stocks last. Visuals for 

descriptive purposes only. Full nutritional information available at wimpy.co.za.

AIRPORT JUNCTION +267 397 5424 | FRANCISTOWN +267 241 8680 

GAMECITY +267 391 0741 | MAHALAPYE +267 471 2462

MAUN +267 686 5272 | ORAPA +267 297 0979 | PALAPYE +267 492 4173

RIVERWALK +267 370 0186 | WESTERN BYPASS +267 392 4187

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T his week members of the 

Botswana Democratic Party’s 
Appeals Board are said to 

have dismissed most of the appeals 
that were brought by most the 

incumbent Members of Parliament, 
mostly cabinet ministers who lost the 

party’s primary elections. Most appeals fell out on grounds 
that appellants didn’t follow proper 

procedures. The Appeals Board has overturned 

a decision by the North East 
Regional Committee that had 

recommended a re-run between 
Biggie Butale and the winner of the 

primary elections chairman of the 
BDP Youth Wing Simon Moabi.`

“The reason that these guys lost 
their appeals is that they failed to 

follow the election procedures, 
which state that immediately after 

the results are announced they must 

declare whether they accept or not 
accept the results. Most of them 

launched their appeals days after 

the results had been announced,” 
revealed a member of the appeals 

committee. BDP Secretary General 
Mpho Balopi said that the Appeals 

Board has completed its work in 
regard to the elections appeals.

“The Central Committee is 
meeting on Wednesday and that is 

when the board will present their 
report to us and then discuss it,” he 

revealed.
Among ministers that were 

pinning their hopes on a positive 
outcome of the appeal are Defence, 

Justice and Security Minister Shaw 
Kgathi; Presidential Affairs Minister 

Nonofho Molefhi, Agriculture 
Minister Patrick Ralotsia, 

Infrastructure minister Vincent 
Seretse, Water and Sanitation 

minister Kefentse Mzwinila, his 
assistant Itumeleng Moepisi and 

Tertiary Education Minister Ngaka 
Ngaka. Though President Masisi 

has gone on record declaring that 
some of the candidates that won 

the Primary elections against his 
ministers were not good enough 

to replace them at Cabinet, he will 

find his hands tied to revise the 
outcome of the appeals panel.  This 

sets in a new danger to his already 
strained presidency because with 

the ministers now disgruntled they 
may join forces with a faction of the 

party that wants to topple Masisi 
from presidency. The party has 

fallen in difficult times, particularly 
with former President Ian Khama 

seemingly unhappy with the way his 

successor has been treating him. His 

loyalists are lining up against Masisi 
and even threatening to ensure that 

he does not get nominated to run as 
presidential candidate in next year’s 

General elections. They have a ready 

and waiting ally to conveniently work 

with to frustrate Masisi. Motion of no confidence
It is anticipated that the Leader 

of Opposition in Parliament Duma 
Boko will re-table his Motion of No 

Confidence against President Masisi. 
Information gathered by this 

publication and collaborated by 
highly placed sources close to both 

Boko and former President has 
shown that, the LOO got some 

information from the previous 
administration to build a strong 

motion against Masisi.“He is mostly going to expose 
the donations that Masisi received 

while he was VP and some of the 
properties bought for him by some 

business people,” confided a source.
Boko is allegedly weaponised with 

classified information – which will 
make his motion more researched 

and lethal than the previous one. 
Asked if he has been provided with 

information by Khama, Boko denied 

that but said should there be such 
need he will approach him.

“And let it be known that in my 
entire life I have never been to 

Mosu and wonder where people get 
that information from,” said Boko 

who denied that he is financially 
sponsored by Khama.Former President Khama had 

revealed that he had sought legal 
advice from Boko, especially 

regarding the refusal by the current 
administration to employ former 

Directorate of Intelligence and 
Security Services (DISS) Isaac Kgosi 

as his private secretary.To show that he is building his 
case, in response to SONA, Boko 

said they want a forensic audit on the 

National Petroleum Fund (NPF).
“The State was swindled no less 

than 240 million Pula. So far only 
three pawns in a grand scheme 

of looting are facing prosecution. 
The President has now become a 

recurrent decimal in the NPF saga. 
He must account. He must face up to 

Rapitsenyane’s question and account 

and atone,” he said.During the initial Motion of No 
Confidence, some BDP legislators 

dismissed Boko as a hired gun 
with assistant Minister of Tertiary 

Education Fidelis Molao almost 
letting the cat out when he accused 

Boko of rubble rousing for certain 
people. “This Motion has been 

brought to the House and I opined 
that the mover of the Motion is a 

hired gun and I stick by it. He is 
doing the bidding for certain people, 

and it is very dangerous Mr Speaker,” 

said Molao, refusing to state those 
certain people.

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw P resident Mokgweetsi 

Masisi is said to have resolved to take a tough 
stance and crack the whip in order 

to restore stability in the troubled 
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) 

after weeks of infighting that had 
seen party members publicly take 

on each other to the chagrin of the 
public.

The next Central Committee 
meeting on Wednesday is 

expected to be one of its kinds as 
he will have to specifically deal 

with instability within the party 
especially among members of 

the Central Committee.  His next 
move would be to meet party 

caucus to address contentious 
issues.

There is raging fear in the 
corridors of power that the ruling 

party is on the verge of crumbling 
under the weight of internal 

feuding emanating from emerging 
factions with some aligned behind 

former President Ian Khama and 
undermining the presidency of 

Masisi.
The recent revelation by 

President Masisi that the transition 
from Khama to him was not as 

smooth as was expected is said to 
have been his first warning shot 

that he wants to crack the whip 
and take control of the party and 

government.The climax of his toxic 
relationship with Khama Though in an interview with 

Mmegi newspaper, former 
President Khama said that the 

reason he could not attend the 
SONA was that he was at his 

farm, information gathered by 
this publication shows that he was 

being economical with the truth.
On Friday, Khama was given 

the government chopper to go to 
Shakawe where he had an event 

and came back to Gaborone on 
Sunday. Though he confirmed 

that he will attend the SONA 
on Monday morning, President 

Khama took the chopper and flew 
to his farm and came back in the 

evening.
This is said to have been the ‘the 

last straw that broke the camel’s 
back’ as this infuriated President 

Masisi who decided to include 
paragraph 270 in his address. 

Elective Congress One of the issues that is said 
to be pushing the political 

temperatures to a boiling point 
is the continued campaign for 

the Central Committee positions 
which will be filled at a party 

congress next year. This is causing 
extreme divisions in the party.   

Some party elders are said to 
have warned President Masisi that 

“if you do not fix a crack, you will 
be forced to build the entire wall”. 

Masisi is expected to follow 
what former Presidents the late 

Sir Ketumile Masire and past 
immediate Ian Khama did by 

proposing a compromise ahead of 
the elective congress next year.

The aim of the compromise 
is to help align the party to the 

campaigns of the 2019 General 
Elections. Insiders have revealed 

that it is not going to be easy 

Ministers lose appeals 
• Some might turn against Masisi  • Last hope is on Central Committee review 

• Boko moots another Motion of No Confidence against Masisi   

•  Some in Central District opposed 
Masire’s rise•  Mogae threatened to dissolve Parley

•  Barataphathi faced Khama’s wrath

•  Masisi faces Khama’s faction

BDP’s difficult transitions
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W ith growing internal 
bickering, which threatens to destabilise 

the ruling Botswana Democratic 
Party (BDP) ahead of the 2019 

general elections, Secretary General 
Mpho Balopi denied knowledge of 

a new faction in the ruling party 
calling itself New Jerusalem. 

In an attempt deflect the question 
on the factions within BDP, Balopi 

said, as a Christian man he knows 
Jerusalem to be a peaceful and holy 

place, and therefore “people who 
call themselves Jerusalem should 

either disband or find another name 

because they don’t stand for peace 
and harmony in the BDP. Sodom 

& Gomorrah would be apt,” he 
lashed out. Sodom and Gomorrah 

have been used historically and 
today as metaphors for vice and 

homosexuality. According to 
Wikipedia, in Abrahamic religions, 

Sodom and Gomorrah have become 

synonymous with impenitent sin, 
and their fall with a proverbial 

manifestation of divine retribution. 
Sodom and Gomorrah were cities 

mentioned in the Book of Genesis 
and throughout the Hebrew Bible, 

the New Testament. According to the Torah, the 
kingdoms of Sodom and Gomorrah 

were allied with the cities of Admah, 

Zeboim, and Bela. Divine judgment 
by God was passed upon Sodom 

and Gomorrah and two neighboring 

cities, which were completely 
consumed by fire and brimstone. 

On Thursday afternoon Balopi was 
at pains trying to explain and justify 

the decison by the BDP central 
committee to postpone to 2020, the 

youth congress that was due in 2019 
where a new leadership was to be 

elected. 
He claimed that the current Youth 

Wing leadership had proposed the 
postponement, which was then 

accepted by the Central Committee 
after considering compelling reasons 

advanced by the youth. “Next year 
(2019) we will have a very busy 

schedule for the party preparing for 

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T he expression on Brigadier Thulaganyo Masisi’s face changes 

to a more serious look, as he 
adjusts his posture to sit up 

straight when reminded that the 
former Director General of the 

Directorate of Intelligence and 
Security Services (DISS) accused 

him of being bitter because he 
refused to employ him. “I could 

never work under Kgosi, ever! It 
is a total lie because he does not 

have good management skills,” he 
says, face contorted.Brigadier Masisi said with the 

style of leadership of his younger 
brother President Masisi he knew 

very early on that Kgosi was not 
going to last long as the DISS 

Director General. He however 

vehemently denies contributing 
to the dismissal of Isaac Kgosi 

shortly after Masisi ascended the 
presidency. “The reason he thinks I am the 

one who was behind his dismissal 
is because he knows that I am an 

expert in the drill of disarming 
and containing a delinquent 

officer,” he revealed, adding that 
the firing of Kgosi was a welcome 

development.Brigadier Masisi was fielding 
questions from The Patriot on 

Sunday in a no-holds-barred 
interview during the week at 

his home in Gaborone where he 
immediately dismissed reports 

that that he is employed at the 
Office of the President as head of 

Security. He, however, does not 
deny advising his younger brother 

when the need arises, because 
‘blood is thicker than water’. 

BDP cracks widen

Balopi dismisses faction as ‘Sodom and Gomorrah’ as
• Party registered 134 Bulela Ditswe appeals • BDP Youth Congress postponed to 2020 

• Kgathi, Moipisi given a lifeline • Mabaila to know his fate next  week 

HARDTIMES: Botswana Democratic Party is marred by internal problems ahead of the 2019 General Elections. The party’s 

Secretary General, Mpho Balopi denied knowledge of any new faction within his party.                                                                                                                                       

Not 
working for OP – Brigadier Masisi•  He welcomes Kgosi’s dismissal•  Khama, Masisi can resolve 

their differences•  How he saved President 
Masisi’s life•  Caught in a ‘honey trap’ 

as rivals target him

Full Story on Page 5

Masisi 
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the general elections. Therefore after 

careful consideration we agreed that 

we are going to need more time to 
focus on the general elections alone,” 

said Balopi. Quizzed on the decision 

to extend the Simon Mavange 
led committee over a period that 

violates the BDP constitution, which 

stipulates that every two years there 
should be youth congress where 

a new committee will be elected, 
Balopi said it is normal for the 

congress to be postponed. He denied 

that the postponement is due to 
instability or growing factionalism 

that threatens to spill over the 
the youth and render the BDP 

ungovernable ahead of 2019 polls.
Bulela Ditswe appeals Balopi denied interference by the 

Central Committee led by President 
Mokgweetsi Masisi  in the outcomes 

of Bulela Ditswe appeals lodged by 
losers in the recent party primary 

elections. He said the appeals 
were handled by the Electoral 

Board together with the Appeals 
Committee appointed by Masisi 

with powers vested on him by the 
party’s constitution. Balopi also 

denied that the Central Committee 
has been delaying the release of 

the outcomes of the appeals saying 
the correct procedure had to be 

followed in a comprehensive manner 

by the relevant structures which 
are independent and free from the 

Central Committee. He said the 
party received 134 appeals lodged 

by councilors and MPs candidates 
in the primary elections.  He noted 

that 39 out of 110 which constitutes 
(36.6 %) of the Councilors appeals 

succeeded while only 2 out 24 (8.3 
%) of the MP appeals were also 

succesful. The two constituencies 
which will have election re –runs 

in the MP category are Bobonong 
and Kgalagadi North where some 

irregulaties were identified following 

investigations by both the Electoral 
Board and Appeals Committees as 

indicated in the report handed to 
the central committee this week. The 

re-runs in Bobonong and Kgalagadi 
North constituencies will give a life 

line and glimpse of hope to cabinet 
ministers Shaw Kgathi who is the 

Minister of Defense, Justice and 
Security and Itumeleng Moipisi who 

is currently the Assistant Minister 
of Water and Sanitation Services. 

Kgathi lost the elections against 
newcomer Francisco Kgoboko 

who garnered 5, 595 votes against 
Kgathi’s 1, 785 while Moipisi lost to 

the high rising Talitha Monnakgotla. 

Moipisi only managed 1, 696 votes 
against Monnakgotla’s 2, 139. “We 

experienced a lot of challenges 
through appeals in the primary 

elections. We will only have council 
and parliamentary primary election 

re-runs in constituencies and wards 

where appeals were succesful. The 
committees tasked with handling the 

appeals have done well, hence the 
go-ahead in those constituencies for 

election re-runs. The other appeals 
which were not successful were 

dismissed and our focus has now 
shifted to delivering credible and fair 

elections on the ordered re-runs,” 
said Balopi.  

Mabaila saga Balopi said  that the suspended 
Tshephang Mabaila has written to 

the party appealing against a recent 
decision to suspend him. He said 

Mabaila is still on suspension and 
will know his fate next week when 

the relevant structures will release 
the verdict on the issue.“I can confirm that Mabaila has 

put in an appeal over his recent 
suspension from the party. As of now 

let’s wait for the final outcome and 
see how things will go,” said Balopi.

DITIRO MOTLHABANE 
ditiro@thepatriot.co.bw Three weeks before Botswana 

Public Employees Union (BOPEU) 
hold elections for national office 

bearers, the president Masego 
Mogwera, is involved in a 

dirty scuffle with five regional 
chairpersons after she slapped them 

with suspension letters on Monday.  
On Friday lawyers representing 

the suspended chairpersons replied 
to Mogwera warning her that 

should she not wothdraw he letter 
by close of business they will file 

an urgent application in court on 
Tuesday (Novermber 20, 2018) to 

interdict the suspensions. Dismissing 

Mogwera, they notified her that 
she does not have the powers she 

claims to have invoked when she 
suspended them as she has been 

suspended by the national executive 
council herself. “You made a decision 

upon a matter in which you do not 
posses the power to decide. National 

Executive Council suspended you 

on allegations of unauthorised 
deductions. Your suspension has 

not been lifted, and accordingly you 
lack the capacity to suspend other 

members,” reads part of the response. 
The regional chairpersons also 

accuse Mogwera of claiming 
to have instituted disciplinary 

proceedings against them and later 
passing judgment (suspensions), 

thus behaving like a judge and 
a prosecutor in the same cause. 

Further, they accuse her of violating 
the laws of natural justice by 

failing to hear them out first before 
suspending them. Mogwera had suspended the 

five regional chairpersons of the 
union in what they have dismissed 

as a strategy to deflate or kill off 
competition ahead of the elective 

congress scheduled for Kasane 
starting December 09, 2018. The 

congress is expected to attract 500 
delegates. The five, who are among 

the only eligible national executive 
committee members to contest 

Mogwera suspends five regional chairpersons
-Olefile Monakwe, Tshepo Maribela  

-BOBS region chairpeson,  CAAB 
Chairperson  Tulo Mojasagagwe, 

Statistics Botswana Chairperson 
Modise Ramaretlwa and Tebogo 

Segadika – David Magang Region 
chairperson. Sources inside BOPEU have 

revealed that all the five suspended 
regional chairpersons have declared 

interest to contest NEC positions 
in Kasane. The National Executive 

Committee is made up of Regional 
chairpersons and National Office 

Bearers. National Office Bearers’ 
positions that will be contested at 

the Kasane elective congress are 
for President, two Vice President 

positions, deputy Secretary General 
and the Treasurer. The Secretary 

General is a full time position 
currently held by Topias Marenga. 

According BOPEU Constitution  
Article 25.1.2, to be eligible to hold 

office as a national office bearer, a 
member shall have served atleast one 

full term in the Regional Executive 

committee or any other national 
statutory structures of the union 

and  also have been a member of the 

union in good standing for a period 
of not less than four years. 

In the suspension letters delivered 

on Monday, whose contents are 
identical, Mogwera accuse the five of 

allegations of serious misconduct. “I 

am of the considered view that you 
have conducted yourself in a manner 

that is inconsistent with the spirit 
and dictate of BOPEU constitution. 

In the exercise of my powers you 
are hereby suspended pending a 

decision of by the national executive 

committee on the matter,” wrote 
Mogwera without giving details of 

the alleged offences. During the period of suspension 
the chairpersons have been ordered 

not to issue instructions to staff or 
hold them out as officials of BOPEU 

or its subsidiaries including a 
member of any of its boards or access 

any union offices without written 
authorisation from Mogwera. 

national office bearers’  positions 
currently held by Mogwera and 

four others, are Ogaufi Matilda 
Mathame 2nd Vice President, 

Regional Chairperson Remmogo 

Mogwera 
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PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T his week members of the 

Botswana Democratic Party’s 
Appeals Board are said to 

have dismissed most of the appeals 
that were brought by most the 

incumbent Members of Parliament, 
mostly cabinet ministers who lost the 

party’s primary elections. Most appeals fell out on grounds 
that appellants didn’t follow proper 

procedures. The Appeals Board has overturned 

a decision by the North East 
Regional Committee that had 

recommended a re-run between 
Biggie Butale and the winner of the 

primary elections chairman of the 
BDP Youth Wing Simon Moabi.`

“The reason that these guys lost 
their appeals is that they failed to 

follow the election procedures, 
which state that immediately after 

the results are announced they must 

declare whether they accept or not 
accept the results. Most of them 

launched their appeals days after 

the results had been announced,” 
revealed a member of the appeals 

committee. BDP Secretary General 
Mpho Balopi said that the Appeals 

Board has completed its work in 
regard to the elections appeals.

“The Central Committee is 
meeting on Wednesday and that is 

when the board will present their 
report to us and then discuss it,” he 

revealed.
Among ministers that were 

pinning their hopes on a positive 
outcome of the appeal are Defence, 

Justice and Security Minister Shaw 
Kgathi; Presidential Affairs Minister 

Nonofho Molefhi, Agriculture 
Minister Patrick Ralotsia, 

Infrastructure minister Vincent 
Seretse, Water and Sanitation 

minister Kefentse Mzwinila, his 
assistant Itumeleng Moepisi and 

Tertiary Education Minister Ngaka 
Ngaka. Though President Masisi 

has gone on record declaring that 
some of the candidates that won 

the Primary elections against his 
ministers were not good enough 

to replace them at Cabinet, he will 

find his hands tied to revise the 
outcome of the appeals panel.  This 

sets in a new danger to his already 
strained presidency because with 

the ministers now disgruntled they 
may join forces with a faction of the 

party that wants to topple Masisi 
from presidency. The party has 

fallen in difficult times, particularly 
with former President Ian Khama 

seemingly unhappy with the way his 

successor has been treating him. His 

loyalists are lining up against Masisi 
and even threatening to ensure that 

he does not get nominated to run as 
presidential candidate in next year’s 

General elections. They have a ready 

and waiting ally to conveniently work 

with to frustrate Masisi. Motion of no confidence
It is anticipated that the Leader 

of Opposition in Parliament Duma 
Boko will re-table his Motion of No 

Confidence against President Masisi. 
Information gathered by this 

publication and collaborated by 
highly placed sources close to both 

Boko and former President has 
shown that, the LOO got some 

information from the previous 
administration to build a strong 

motion against Masisi.“He is mostly going to expose 
the donations that Masisi received 

while he was VP and some of the 
properties bought for him by some 

business people,” confided a source.
Boko is allegedly weaponised with 

classified information – which will 
make his motion more researched 

and lethal than the previous one. 
Asked if he has been provided with 

information by Khama, Boko denied 

that but said should there be such 
need he will approach him.

“And let it be known that in my 
entire life I have never been to 

Mosu and wonder where people get 
that information from,” said Boko 

who denied that he is financially 
sponsored by Khama.Former President Khama had 

revealed that he had sought legal 
advice from Boko, especially 

regarding the refusal by the current 
administration to employ former 

Directorate of Intelligence and 
Security Services (DISS) Isaac Kgosi 

as his private secretary.To show that he is building his 
case, in response to SONA, Boko 

said they want a forensic audit on the 

National Petroleum Fund (NPF).
“The State was swindled no less 

than 240 million Pula. So far only 
three pawns in a grand scheme 

of looting are facing prosecution. 
The President has now become a 

recurrent decimal in the NPF saga. 
He must account. He must face up to 

Rapitsenyane’s question and account 

and atone,” he said.During the initial Motion of No 
Confidence, some BDP legislators 

dismissed Boko as a hired gun 
with assistant Minister of Tertiary 

Education Fidelis Molao almost 
letting the cat out when he accused 

Boko of rubble rousing for certain 
people. “This Motion has been 

brought to the House and I opined 
that the mover of the Motion is a 

hired gun and I stick by it. He is 
doing the bidding for certain people, 

and it is very dangerous Mr Speaker,” 

said Molao, refusing to state those 
certain people.

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw P resident Mokgweetsi 

Masisi is said to have resolved to take a tough 
stance and crack the whip in order 

to restore stability in the troubled 
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) 

after weeks of infighting that had 
seen party members publicly take 

on each other to the chagrin of the 
public.

The next Central Committee 
meeting on Wednesday is 

expected to be one of its kinds as 
he will have to specifically deal 

with instability within the party 
especially among members of 

the Central Committee.  His next 
move would be to meet party 

caucus to address contentious 
issues.

There is raging fear in the 
corridors of power that the ruling 

party is on the verge of crumbling 
under the weight of internal 

feuding emanating from emerging 
factions with some aligned behind 

former President Ian Khama and 
undermining the presidency of 

Masisi.
The recent revelation by 

President Masisi that the transition 
from Khama to him was not as 

smooth as was expected is said to 
have been his first warning shot 

that he wants to crack the whip 
and take control of the party and 

government.The climax of his toxic 
relationship with Khama Though in an interview with 

Mmegi newspaper, former 
President Khama said that the 

reason he could not attend the 
SONA was that he was at his 

farm, information gathered by 
this publication shows that he was 

being economical with the truth.
On Friday, Khama was given 

the government chopper to go to 
Shakawe where he had an event 

and came back to Gaborone on 
Sunday. Though he confirmed 

that he will attend the SONA 
on Monday morning, President 

Khama took the chopper and flew 
to his farm and came back in the 

evening.
This is said to have been the ‘the 

last straw that broke the camel’s 
back’ as this infuriated President 

Masisi who decided to include 
paragraph 270 in his address. 

Elective Congress One of the issues that is said 
to be pushing the political 

temperatures to a boiling point 
is the continued campaign for 

the Central Committee positions 
which will be filled at a party 

congress next year. This is causing 
extreme divisions in the party.   

Some party elders are said to 
have warned President Masisi that 

“if you do not fix a crack, you will 
be forced to build the entire wall”. 

Masisi is expected to follow 
what former Presidents the late 

Sir Ketumile Masire and past 
immediate Ian Khama did by 

proposing a compromise ahead of 
the elective congress next year.

The aim of the compromise 
is to help align the party to the 

campaigns of the 2019 General 
Elections. Insiders have revealed 

that it is not going to be easy 

Ministers lose appeals 
• Some might turn against Masisi  • Last hope is on Central Committee review 

• Boko moots another Motion of No Confidence against Masisi   

•  Some in Central District opposed 
Masire’s rise•  Mogae threatened to dissolve Parley

•  Barataphathi faced Khama’s wrath

•  Masisi faces Khama’s faction

BDP’s difficult transitions
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PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw 

This week members of the 
Botswana Democratic Party’s 
Appeals Board are said to 

have dismissed most of the appeals 
that were brought by most the 
incumbent Members of Parliament, 
mostly cabinet ministers who lost the 
party’s primary elections. 

Most appeals fell out on grounds 
that appellants didn’t follow proper 
procedures. 

The Appeals Board has overturned 
a decision by the North East 
Regional Committee that had 
recommended a re-run between 
Biggie Butale and the winner of the 
primary elections chairman of the 
BDP Youth Wing Simon Moabi.`

“The reason that these guys lost 
their appeals is that they failed to 
follow the election procedures, 
which state that immediately after 
the results are announced they must 
declare whether they accept or not 
accept the results. Most of them 
launched their appeals days after 

the results had been announced,” 
revealed a member of the appeals 
committee. BDP Secretary General 
Mpho Balopi said that the Appeals 
Board has completed its work in 
regard to the elections appeals.

“The Central Committee is 
meeting on Wednesday and that is 
when the board will present their 
report to us and then discuss it,” he 
revealed.

Among ministers that were 
pinning their hopes on a positive 
outcome of the appeal are Defence, 
Justice and Security Minister Shaw 
Kgathi; Presidential Affairs Minister 
Nonofho Molefhi, Agriculture 
Minister Patrick Ralotsia, 
Infrastructure minister Vincent 
Seretse, Water and Sanitation 
minister Kefentse Mzwinila, his 
assistant Itumeleng Moepisi and 
Tertiary Education Minister Ngaka 
Ngaka. Though President Masisi 
has gone on record declaring that 
some of the candidates that won 
the Primary elections against his 
ministers were not good enough 
to replace them at Cabinet, he will 

find his hands tied to revise the 
outcome of the appeals panel.  This 
sets in a new danger to his already 
strained presidency because with 
the ministers now disgruntled they 
may join forces with a faction of the 
party that wants to topple Masisi 
from presidency. The party has 
fallen in difficult times, particularly 
with former President Ian Khama 
seemingly unhappy with the way his 
successor has been treating him. His 
loyalists are lining up against Masisi 
and even threatening to ensure that 
he does not get nominated to run as 
presidential candidate in next year’s 
General elections. They have a ready 
and waiting ally to conveniently work 
with to frustrate Masisi. 

Motion of no confidence
It is anticipated that the Leader 

of Opposition in Parliament Duma 
Boko will re-table his Motion of No 
Confidence against President Masisi. 

Information gathered by this 
publication and collaborated by 
highly placed sources close to both 
Boko and former President has 
shown that, the LOO got some 

information from the previous 
administration to build a strong 
motion against Masisi.

“He is mostly going to expose 
the donations that Masisi received 
while he was VP and some of the 
properties bought for him by some 
business people,” confided a source.

Boko is allegedly weaponised with 
classified information – which will 
make his motion more researched 
and lethal than the previous one. 

Asked if he has been provided with 
information by Khama, Boko denied 
that but said should there be such 
need he will approach him.

“And let it be known that in my 
entire life I have never been to 
Mosu and wonder where people get 
that information from,” said Boko 
who denied that he is financially 
sponsored by Khama.

Former President Khama had 
revealed that he had sought legal 
advice from Boko, especially 
regarding the refusal by the current 
administration to employ former 
Directorate of Intelligence and 
Security Services (DISS) Isaac Kgosi 

as his private secretary.
To show that he is building his 

case, in response to SONA, Boko 
said they want a forensic audit on the 
National Petroleum Fund (NPF).

“The State was swindled no less 
than 240 million Pula. So far only 
three pawns in a grand scheme 
of looting are facing prosecution. 
The President has now become a 
recurrent decimal in the NPF saga. 
He must account. He must face up to 
Rapitsenyane’s question and account 
and atone,” he said.

During the initial Motion of No 
Confidence, some BDP legislators 
dismissed Boko as a hired gun 
with assistant Minister of Tertiary 
Education Fidelis Molao almost 
letting the cat out when he accused 
Boko of rubble rousing for certain 
people. “This Motion has been 
brought to the House and I opined 
that the mover of the Motion is a 
hired gun and I stick by it. He is 
doing the bidding for certain people, 
and it is very dangerous Mr Speaker,” 
said Molao, refusing to state those 
certain people.

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw 

P resident Mokgweetsi 
Masisi is said to have 
resolved to take a tough 

stance and crack the whip in order 
to restore stability in the troubled 
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) 
after weeks of infighting that had 
seen party members publicly take 
on each other to the chagrin of the 
public.

The next Central Committee 
meeting on Wednesday is 
expected to be one of its kinds as 
he will have to specifically deal 
with instability within the party 
especially among members of 
the Central Committee.  His next 
move would be to meet party 
caucus to address contentious 
issues.

There is raging fear in the 
corridors of power that the ruling 
party is on the verge of crumbling 
under the weight of internal 
feuding emanating from emerging 
factions with some aligned behind 
former President Ian Khama and 
undermining the presidency of 
Masisi.

The recent revelation by 
President Masisi that the transition 
from Khama to him was not as 
smooth as was expected is said to 
have been his first warning shot 
that he wants to crack the whip 
and take control of the party and 
government.

The climax of his toxic 
relationship with Khama 

Though in an interview with 
Mmegi newspaper, former 
President Khama said that the 

reason he could not attend the 
SONA was that he was at his 
farm, information gathered by 
this publication shows that he was 
being economical with the truth.

On Friday, Khama was given 
the government chopper to go to 
Shakawe where he had an event 
and came back to Gaborone on 
Sunday. Though he confirmed 
that he will attend the SONA 
on Monday morning, President 
Khama took the chopper and flew 
to his farm and came back in the 
evening.

This is said to have been the ‘the 
last straw that broke the camel’s 
back’ as this infuriated President 
Masisi who decided to include 
paragraph 270 in his address. 

Elective Congress 
One of the issues that is said 

to be pushing the political 
temperatures to a boiling point 
is the continued campaign for 
the Central Committee positions 
which will be filled at a party 
congress next year. This is causing 
extreme divisions in the party.   

Some party elders are said to 
have warned President Masisi that 
“if you do not fix a crack, you will 
be forced to build the entire wall”. 

Masisi is expected to follow 
what former Presidents the late 
Sir Ketumile Masire and past 
immediate Ian Khama did by 
proposing a compromise ahead of 
the elective congress next year.

The aim of the compromise 
is to help align the party to the 
campaigns of the 2019 General 
Elections. Insiders have revealed 
that it is not going to be easy 

Ministers lose appeals 
• Some might turn against Masisi  • Last hope is on Central Committee review 

• Boko moots another Motion of No Confidence against Masisi   

•  Some in Central District opposed 
Masire’s rise

•  Mogae threatened to dissolve Parley
•  Barataphathi faced Khama’s wrath
•  Masisi faces Khama’s faction

BDP’s 
difficult 
transitions

To page 3

Seretse Butale Kgathi Ralotsia 

Botswana potential 
financial hub – expert
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PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw C oalition pangs and stuttering unity efforts are staring at Umbrella 

for Democratic Change (UDC) 
just a few days before some of 

the contracting partners go for 
decisive conferences which will be 

their first ones after the new UDC 
was launched in February this 

year.
Highly placed and intimate 

sources with party leadership have 
revealed that Botswana Congress 

Party (BCP), which is heading to 
Bobonong for their conference, 

might come back not a UDC 
member. BCP Publicity Secretary 

Dithapelo Keorapetse confirmed 
that BCP members are not happy 

at the snail pace of the process of 
finalising the new constitution 

document and filing it with the 
Registrar of Societies.He said the process of 

accommodating the BCP into 
the UDC has not been concluded 

and as a party they are not happy 
and feel frustrated with the slow 

pace of finalising the document. 
“Our members feel they are not 

full members of the UDC without 
the Constitution stating that fact. 

Let it be known that we are fully 
committed to the UDC; we’ve held 

by-elections with huge successes. 
We are of the view that that there 

is no other viable alternative other 
than the UDC; that we should 

be in in 2019 to defeat the ruling 
party,” he said.“If the new UDC constitution is 

not registered with the Registrar 
of Societies before our conference  

I don’t see the need for us to be 
still part of the UDC as technically 

and legally we are not members 
of the umbrella. We only have a 

Memorandum of Cooperation 
with them,” said one of the BCP 

leaders.
Although in the past the BCP 

was divided over their status 
within UDC, recent development 

especially the constituency 
allocations, which has strained 

relationship among the contracting 
partners, has united them and 

all believe it is time to leave the 
coalition. Keorapetse said BCP 

members have resolved that the 
party should join the UDC for 

the purpose of unseating the 
BDP and in the same resolution it 

stated unequivocally that the party 
shouldn’t be disbanded.

“The debate of leaving the UDC 
is a debate which hasn’t reached 

any structure of the BCP,” he said 
in response.Cracks within the UDC started 

to show ahead of the Boipuso Hall 
‘meeting’ as the leaders within 

the contradicting partners gave 
contradicting statements. BCP 

President Dumelang Saleshando 
and BNF Secretary General Moeti 

Mohwasa informed the media that 
it would be a decisive congress. 

The two leaders revealed that 
one of the issues to be address by 

the congress was to amend the 
constitution and give congress 

power to be the highest decision 
making body as the current 

UDC constitution places those 
powers on the National Executive 

Committee. On the other hand, BMD 
President Advocate Sidney Pilane 

and BNF President Advocate 
Duma Boko said that it was to be 

a consultative congress. Since the 
UDC relaunch, which followed the 

consultative congress at Boipuso 
Hall, the party leadership has not 

discussed some of the proposals 
from the delegates who called for 

other amendments in the new 
constitution.Among the thorny issues that 

were discussed was that of having 
two vice presidents which some 

especially within the BCP and 
Botswana National Front (BNF) 

felt it causes confusion and was not 
in consonant with the country’s 

constitution. The BCP and BNF 
delegates wanted BCP President 

Dumelang Saleshando to be 
appointed the running mate for 

Duma Boko in the 2019 General 
Elections but BMD opposed that; 

even dismissing the Boipuso 
conference as just a consultative 

meeting which had no power to 
make any decisions or resolutions. 

Another issue that does not sit 
well with BCP is the reluctance 

by their contracting partners to 
support their ongoing Electronic 

Voting Machines case against 
Government. Saleshando said he 

doesn’t know why their partners 
at UDC are not supporting them 

choosing to say that maybe is not 
their priority.This will not be the first time 

that BCP dumped the Umbrella 
as they did that in 2011 due to 

differences over constituency 
allocations and resulted in the 

party performing badly in the 2014 
General Elections.

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T he 2019 General Elections 

are increasingly promising 
to be an expensive exercise 

for politicians as well resourced 
candidates are already turning to 

consultants to craft powerful slogans, 

appealing personalities and stylish 
swag to win over an increasingly 

influential floating voters.  
It is all about the ‘Americanisation’ 

of political campaigns in  Botswana, 
a trend hitherto  seen in other 

countries as politicians recognize 
that high-priced consultants can fine-

tune their message and give them an 

edge at the ballot box. President of 
Botswana National Front (BNF) and 

Umbrella for Democratic Change 
(UDC) Advocate Duma Boko has 

stepped up the moneyed ladder after 

recently boasting that he will sponsor 

the July BNF conference to the tune 
of P2 million and the 2019 general 

elections with P10 million.  
True to his word, Boko has 

engaged a South African image 
company Status Reputation 

Management Consultancy which 
has stated that anything to do with 

UDC president, especially the media, 

must contact Karabo Molotsi, a 
senior Account Executive at Status 

RMC. Although Status RMC claims 
to have been engaged by UDC, the 

coalition Publicity Secretary Moeti 
Mohwasa exercised ignorance over 

the development referring this 
publication to Boko who is currently 

in Angola on Parliamentary business.
The move by Boko to engage 

reputation managers and image 
consultants is said to have been 

motivated by internal bickering 
within the two organisations 

he leads, which has dented 
the reputation not only of the 

organisations but also his and 
threaten to spiral out of control. 

The BNF and their partners 
Botswana Movement for Democracy 

(BMD) are currently fighting 
for the Lentsweletau/ Mmopane 

constituency, following another 
ugly fallout recently over Moshupa/ 

Manyana. Those internal disagreements led 
to BNF openly expressing shock to 

hear that their partners have already 

found Parliamentary candidates 
without consulting them. “The 

Botswana National Front (BNF) 
would like to correct the picture that 

is being created that a resolution has 

been reached regarding the impasse 
over the allocation of Moshupa/ 

Manyana and Lentsweletau/ 
Mmopane constituencies as the 

reports coming from the recent 
BMD press conference seem to 

suggest. While it is not our position 
to publicly discuss matters that are 

a subject of discussion with our 
partners, in the interest of ensuring 

that the nation and our members are 

not confused and fed with wrong 
information, we are compelled to set 

the record straight,” reads a statement 

from BNF Secretary General Moeti 

BCP ready to walk out•  Unhappy with failure to adopt 
new Constitution•  Spokesperson insists that 

they are committed to UDC
•  Include us or we are out – 

BCP source  

Boko’s millions fix UDC image• Engages SA PR consultant for 2019

Mohwasa.Currently there is swelling call 
within the BNF that Boko has failed 

the party as he doesn’t cooperate 
with most members of the Central 

Committee, which has led to some 
demanding that he step down as the 

party president. At the UDC he is 
being accused of being controlled 

by BMD President Sydney Pilane. 
Since engaging Status RMC Boko 

has reduced engaging in social media 

fights with party members, but rather 

posts on issues of national interest or 

those affecting the party.In their statement Status RMC 
states that UDC will have a three-day 

conference to thrash out issues which 

underlie Botswana’s economic and 
socio-economic development, in line 

with what the people need. Boko is 
quoted in the statement saying: “My 

leadership and I are unyielding in our 

commitment that Botswana needs 
to be a global player on all fronts 

and not simply be seen as a diamond 

trader with a few nice lodges.  We 
will use this time at the conference 

to discuss how we can shape more 
effective and inclusive policy, so 

it allows for the improvement of 
the education and health systems; 

infrastructure development; growth 
of local manufacturing; more 

support of small businesses and the 
enticement of a larger contingent of 

international investors to actively 
participate in Botswana’s economy. 

Our discussions will also concentrate 

on youth development, to ensure 

Botswana becomes the beneficiary 
of their talent which we too often 

lose to other countries. Our youth 
must never feel the need to leave our 

borders for greener pastures. We 
need to create ample opportunities 

for them at home”. Interestingly the press release from 

Status RMC only mentions Boko and 

his right hand man MP for Selibe 
Phikwe West Dithapelo Keorapetse. 

It quotes Keorapetse, saying he 
concurs with Duma as follows: “We 

will be covering all the bases during 
the event with an eye to presenting 

real solutions to the problems facing 

our country today. This will be 
condensed, refined and included 

in our manifesto, which will be 
available to the voters early in 2019, 

if not sooner. Additionally, we will be 

scrutinising our skills resource pool 
to ensure we have the right people, in 

the right positions to efficiently and 
successfully contest the election, and 

thereafter deliver on our campaign 
promises. It is our contention that 

a successful government deploys 
competent individuals to accomplish 

its mandate. Unfortunately, 
the current government has 

institutionalised mediocrity. This 
has crippled their ability to deliver 

services to the public and weakened 
confidence in both local and 

international investors. We need 
to strive for exceptionalism and 

create a meritocracy where all our 
appointments are based on non-

negotiable competence.”

Boko 

Botswana Congress Party [BCP], president Dumelang Saleshando 

BTCL profit drops 8%
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phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw Y outhful Tshepang Mabaila, 

who up to Friday was Botswana 
Democratic Party (BDP) 

parliamentary candidate for 2019 
general elections in Mogoditshane 

constituency, has dumped the ruling 

party to contest as independent 
candidate after he was slapped with a 

suspension of five years. Mabaila, who is former president 
Ian Khama’s blue eyed boy, has been 

serving a two months suspension 
after being suspended by the BDP’s 

disciplinary committee. He had been 

accused of committing offences against 

the rules and regulations and General 

Code of Conduct of the ruling party. 

He is alleged to have conspired and 
tried to persuade Minister of Health 

and Wellness Dr Alfred Madigele 
and Member of Parliament for Boteti 

East Sethomo Lelatisitswe to support 

a motion of no confidence against 
President Mokgweetsi Masisi, which 

was tabled before parliament by the 
Leader of Opposition, Duma Boko.

Addressing the media outside 
Tsholetsa House after the verdict, 

Mabaila said he was not happy with 
the decision as he was not given an 

opportunity to cross-examine key 
witnesses, among them Madigele and 

Lelatisitswe. “The truth will come out one day 
and you can see by the loss of Madigele 

in the primaries that he is being 
punished for not telling the truth,” he 

said. Mabaila denied that he is against 

Masisi, saying he supports him and 
remains hopeful that with the passage 

of time he will realise the real truth.
According to Mabaila, one of the 

reasons he was pushed out – through 

what he calls trumped up charges – was 

that some democrats advanced the 
propaganda that he was not from 

Mogoditshane and as such cannot 
contest in the area. “I am reliably informed that some 

party elders want Tumiso Rakgare to 

Mabaila dumps BDP
•  Tsholetsa suspends him for five years •  Rakgare to replace him in Mogoditshane?
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S even lecturers at Botswana 
Police College in Otse got the shock 

of their life on Friday when Police 

Commissioner Keabetswe Makgophe 

suspended them with immediate effect over 

involvement in sexual relationships with 

some of their students. In the suspension letters, written and 

delivered on Friday, Makgophe wrote: “Be 

informed that it has been reported to this 

office that you are being investigated for an 

offence of Discreditable Conduct. 
This followed allegations that you are 

involved in an intimate relationship with 

trainees under your direction. 
Such investigation may result in 

you being charged criminally and/ or 

disciplinarily. In view of the seriousness of 

this matter, I have decided to suspend you 

from duty on full salary effective today 05 

October 2018 pending the outcome of the 

investigation against you”.“Consequent to the above, the Director 

Training is to confine you to the police 

camp or place of residence during such 

hours as s/he may decide. I do hope that you will cooperate with the 

investigating officers in order to facilitate 

the speedy completion of this matter,” said 

Makgophe to one Sergeant. 
Still reeling in shock, the suspended 

police officers met their lawyer in Gaborone 

on Friday afternoon to seek legal advice and 

map the way forward, immediately after 

receiving suspension letters. 
They are considering dragging the 

Commissioner to court over the matter 

convinced that there is no provision 
prohibiting them from having intimate 

relationships with police trainees who are 

full legal entities that can consent to sex. 

Their main contention is that there is no 

provision either in the statutes that govern 

police officers or their code of conduct 

that bars lecturers from having intimate 

relationships with trainees and that sex 

with their partners is and was consensual. 

According to the cops, who spoke on 

condition of anonymity, although the 

Police Act deals with discreditable conduct, 

intimate relationships with trainees are not 

part of the conduct, which the Act prohibits. 

“Even the Botswana Police College, which 

is a tertiary institution attended by adults 

recognized as such by law and qualified to 

engage in sexual relationships, does not 

have institutional rules which forbid sexual 

relationships between instructors and 

trainees,” a source at the college said. 
The lawyer consulted by the suspended 

officers declined to shed light on the matter, 

saying it is confidential and that he does not 

have instructions from his clients to share 

the information with the media. 

Sex claims land seven cops in hot soup

CRACKING THE WHIP: Makgophe

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw S enior government officials 

appearing before the Public Accounts 

Committee (PAC) this week, for 

the first time since the construction of the 

controversial Mosu airstrip, admitted that it 

has been built using state funds for former 

President Ian Khama’s private use.  
Further, they conceded that the airstrip 

was built using Botswana Defence Force 

(BDF) personnel on private land belonging 

to Khama and will never revert to the state 

as the public has always been made to 

believe. 
Appearing before the PAC, Botswana 

Defence Force (BDF) Commander 
Lieutenant General Placid Segokgo 

admitted that the airstrip was constructed 

by the army using army resources and 

funds. “Our understanding was that it was 

not being built on a private property,” he 

revealed, adding that they used their own 

machinery to construct it to cut costs.
Put to him by the PAC member Dithapelo 

Keorapetse that the construction of the 

airstrip has cost more than P6 million, 

General Segokgo said he did not have the 

figures. General Segokgo said they moved 

their machinery after Khama retired as the 

Head of State as per the protocol dictates.

He said BDF has constructed airstrips for 

former Presidents being founding President 

the late Sir Seretse Khama and second 

President Sir Ketumile Masire at their 

farms. Recently when appearing before 

PAC last week, Permanent Secretary in the 

Ministry of Transport and Communications 

Kabelo Ebineng said they have stopped 

maintaining the airstrip because it was 

proving too costly. “That particular airstrip is the private 

property of the former president. He had a 

piece of land he acquired through Ngwato 

land board. Because of other privileges I 

can’t go into, a provision was made that the 

airstrip be constructed by Government. It 

was constructed by the BDF,” he revealed.

In the past when defending the 
construction of the airstrip, government 

maintained that the airstrip was a “strategic” 

facility registered with the Civil Aviation 

Authority of Botswana (CAAB) that will 

“continue to be managed by the BDF as part 

of its strategic support of the President” and 

be handed to the authority when Khama 

leaves office.Ebineng last week somersaulted and 

stated that they did not take over the 

airstrip as per the initial agreement because 

they have enough airfields within the 

area of their use as they are in reasonable 

Mosu lies exposed
• Govt dumps Khama’s P6 million airstrip • It cost state P250 000/month to maintain - PS • State funds, resources used by 

BDF to build Mosu airstrip • Our understanding was that it is not on private land but belonged to state – 

BDF Commander • Except for Mogae, Seretse Khama and Masire built private airstrips

proximity. “We couldn’t justify why we should be 

spending P250 000 annually and a lump 

sum of P 5 million every five years,” he 

revealed and admitting that they could not 

justify the construction and maintenance of 

the airstrip.

In September 2016 the then Permanent 

Secretary in the Ministry of Transport and 

Communications Goitsemang Morekisi 

wrote to Civil Aviation Authorities 
Botswana (CAAB) instructing them 

to fence the Mosu airstrip with the 
understanding that after the completion of 

fencing it will be transferred to CAAB.
This never happened until President 

Khama retired from office in April this year. 

When answering a question in Parliament 

in 2013 the then Minister of Presidential 

Affairs and Public Administration 
Mokgweetsi Masisi who is currently the 

state President defended the construction 

of the Mosu airstrip. Masisi said President 

Khama intended to hand the airfield over 

for public use and that it was constructed by 

personnel and machinery of the Botswana 

Defence Force (BDF) as an exercise and 

measure of utmost frugality.

To page 3

Mabaila 

Botswana Defence Force (BDF) Commander Lieutenant General Placid Segokgo
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phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T he recently suspended Botswana Democratic Party 

(BDP) parliamentary candidate for Mogoditshane, 
Tshepang Mabaila is facing 

another battle – this time 
around it is from the taxman 

who suspects that he has been 
evading tax.Highly placed sources have 

revealed that Botswana Unified 
Revenue Services (BURS) 

recently approached the Local 
Enterprise Authority (LEA) 

about their dealings with 
Mabaila, especially payments 

made to his security company, 
Emirates Securities.This was after LEA terminated their contract 

with Emirates Securities after 
it failed to fulfill some of the 

contractual obligations.“The security officers were 
not provided with uniform 

and other accessories needed 
for a security officer  and as 

stipulated in the contract 
every time he was asked to 

fulfill contractual obligations 
he will threaten to report 

the management to the then President Khama and 
Permanent Secretary to the 

President Carter Morupisi,” 
revealed the source.In an interview with this publication, Mabaila 

confirmed that indeed LEA has 
terminated the contract with 

him, but added that he is suing 
them for unlawful termination 

of the contract.“They started threatening 
me with termination of the 

contract last year and failed. 
They then pushed it to this 

year,” he said, denying that he 
used his closeness with former 

President Khama to threaten 
LEA officials.Regarding the issue of non-

compliance with the contract 
obligations, he vehemently 

denied that – insisting that all 

Taxman after Mabaila  •  BURS investigates him for tax evasion •  I have over P10 million worth of tenders with Govt – Mabaila •  ‘I am suing LEA’•  Denies that he won tenders due friendship with Khama  

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw B otswana Democratic 

Party (BDP) is allegedly 
rocked by secret meetings 

involving top party figures, some 
within the Central Committee in a 

plot to oust President Mokgweetsi 

Masisi, Party Chairman Slumber 
Tsogwane and Secretary General 

Mpho Balopi from their respective 
positions within the party.

Recently the party leadership was 
left shocked when former President 

Ian Khama announced that he 
never resigned as party president 

and that should those pursuing 

the case win he will reassume his 
position.

Khama told a local paper 
that before he stepped down he 

consulted Balopi about writing a 
resignation letter but he was told it 

was not necessary.According to highly placed 
sources the announcement by 

former President Khama is part of 
the grand plan to cast doubt on the 

leadership of both Masisi and his 
close associate Balopi within the 

party.

BDP faction turns heat on PresidentPlot tooust Masisi
• Factions holding secret night meetings  

• People are focused on party positions rather than the 2019 elections – Balopi 

• Kgalagadi South constituency strategic meeting cancelled 

• Guma was the guest speaker

Mabaila 

[PIC:PRESSPHOTO]

President Masisi and Vice President Tsogwane 

FULL STORY ON PAGE 5
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to form Botswana Movement for 
Democracy (BMD). Although this was a purely 

partisan matter, that had nothing 
to do with state presidency, Khama 

deafeated Motswaledi on the 
presidential immunity clause as he 

was head of state 24 hours a day. It 
was impossible to separate decisions 

he made in his personal capacity and 

those he made as head of state.    
Khama has stated that upon 

the retirement of Brigadier George Tlhalerwa he informed  Masisi and that he has identified Colonel Kgosi as a fitting candidate for the vacant position and submitted his curriculum vitae.Served with distinction
In motivating his reasons for the appointment of the former spy chief, Khama 

said Kgosi who is his close 
associate had served the 

government of Botswana with 
distinction in a career spanning 

over forty years. “That Col. Isaac Seabelo 
Kgosi had recently served in the 

eminent position of Director 
General of the DISS with 

distinction,” he said in his letter, 
adding that he was retired upon 

the assumption of office by President 

Masisi.
He said the retirement of Kgosi 

was not based on any fault, failure 
or impropriety as such could never 

amount to a disqualification from 
serving in any capacity for which he 

qualifies in the public service. In May 

this year, President Masisi shocked 
many when he fired Kgosi as 

Director General of DISS replacing 
him with Brigadier Peter Magosi 

who was retired by Khama 
as commander of Ground 

Forces at Botswana 
Defence Force (BDF).

Khama, who is very close to Kgosi, 

publicly expressed his shock and 
unhappiness; saying that the firing 

of his close ally was undignified.  

Through his lawyers, Khama states 
that Kgosi has served as his private 

secretary when he was the Vice 
President of Botswana. “The rapport and understanding 

that subsists between the claimant 
and Col Kgosi would enable the 

smooth filling of the vacant position 
with a person most eminently 
qualified and, most importantly, 
the claimant’s own choice and 
preference, as envisioned by the 
law, with regard to the nature 
of this position,” reads the 
statutory notice.Verbally declinedTo Khama’s dismay, President Masisi verbally 

advised him that his choice 
has been declined, which 
forced Khama to write a letter maintaining his choice and motivating his reasons for it. He maintained there was no valid, lawful and rational basis for rejection of his recommendation to appoint Kgosi as his private secretary. 

The 
relationship been 
Khama and Kgosi dates back to their time 

at the barracks where he 
served as Head of Intelligence and 

when he joined politics, he brought 
him along and appointed him his 

private secretary. Kgosi was sent for 
further studies in United States of 

America as way of preparing him to 
establish the DISS. 

Babereki deals damage 
Confianza
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PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T he fallout between President Mokgweetsi Masisi 

and his predecessor former 
President Ian Khama degenerated 

on Friday when the latter served 
him with statutory notice, in the first 

litmus test to powers and authority 
of the incumbent.In the papers which were delivered 

to the Attorney General’s Chambers 
on Friday, Khama,  through his 

lawyers Toteng and Company, states 
that he is entitled to the services 

of a Private Secretary of his own 
choice and selection as the relevant 

law provides. Khama is demanding 
that President Masisi should accept 

former Director of Intelligence and 
Security Services (DISS) Isaac Kgosi 

as his chosen Private Secretary. 
According to Khama, President 

Masisi told him that the reason he 
cannot appoint Kgosi is because he 

will retire in December 2018.Unreasonable, irrational 
“His Excellency, President Masisi’s 

decision to refuse the appointment 
is therefore, unreasonable, irrational 

and unlawful and liable to be 
reviewed and set aside, if challenged 

before the courts,” reads Khama’s 
notice.  Khama demands that  the 

decision to reject the appointment 
of Colonel Kgosi as his  Private 

Secretary be vacated and that he be 
duly appointed into the position with 

immediate effect, “or within such 
time as is reasonably and practicable, 

taking into account the grave 
inconvenience the claimant suffers 

from the failure to fill the vacancy.”
Khama has given Masisi 30 days 

to meet the demands from the date 
of service of the notice and if they 

are not met they will institute review 

proceedings and seek, inter alia, 
an order declaring that President 

Masisi’s decision is unreasonable, 
irrational and unlawful and be set 

aside.
Immunity 

It appears Khama does not see 
his intentions as an exercise in 

futility since President Masisi enjoys 

immunity from legal challenges 
for decisions he has taken while in 

the office of head of state as part of 
his work. Over the years Khama 

has benefited handsomely from 
presidential immunity provision 

with many cases against him falling 
by the way side on the same ground. 

One such case was when the late 
Gomolemo Motswaledi took Khama 

to court to challenge him for his 
decision to suspend him from 

the Botswana Democratic Party 
(BDP); the outcome of which forced 

Motswaledi to bolt out of the party 

Khama to Masisi …APPOINT KGOSI…OR! 
• Says Masisi is unreasonable, irrational and acted unlawfully   

• Gives Masisi 30 days to respond or else goes to court 

• Masisi’s grounds: Kgosi retires in December 2018
PHILLIMON MMESO 

phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw A recent announcement by 
Umbrella for Democratic 

Change (UDC) president 
Duma Boko that he will sponsor 

2019 campaigns with over P10 
million and subsequent speculation 

that he is a hired gun for some 
ruling party politicians has attracted 

the attention of Directorate 
on Corruption and Economic 

Crime (DCEC) and the Financial 
Intelligence Agency (FIA).

Graft busters are reportedly 
snooping around opposition 

Botswana National Front (BNF) 
and its leader. Highly placed sources 

within the two organizations have 
confirmed that they are investigating 

possible money laundering involving 

the BNF and its leader Boko.  
“During  the BNF conference held 

in Rakops recently, most if not all 
service providers were paid cash 

which fuelled our suspicion,” a 
source revealed. Highly placed sources close to 

both Boko and former President Ian 

Khama have alleged  that the latter 
sponsored the BNF conference and 

the UDC 2019 campaign strategy 
with unclosed millions of pula. 

In interview with this publication 
recently Boko vehemently denied 

that they were funded by former 
President Khama and that he 

(Khama) funded the motion of 
no confidence against President 

Mokgweetsi Masisi which was tabled 

by Boko in Parliament.In an interview BNF Treasurer 
Noah Salakae revealed that indeed 

Boko informed them that he will 
fund the conference but the money 

was not deposited into the party’s 
account. “He informed us that the 

money was given to him personally 
and in his business account as such 

he was the one paying the bills,” he 
said.

One of the people who is alleged 
to have been paying the service 

providers during the conference is 
Boko’s close ally Elliot Moshoke. In a 

written response, Moshoke declined 
to comment on his involvement in 

the controversy surrounding funds 
disbursed at the Rakops conference. 

“As a disciplined member of the BNF 

I cannot engage with newspapers 
directly on matters about the party 

as I am not the spokesperson of the 
party. I respect all my leaders and 

all the procedures and processes of 
the BNF. If any leader has said such 

gross allegations, it would be very 
unfortunate,” he said The two met 

after the conference After the BNF conference, Boko 
is alleged to have driven to Mosu 

where he met former President 
Khama and former DISS Director 

General Isaac Kgosi. Efforts to get 
comment from advocate Boko were 

futile at the time of going to press 
while DCEC promised to respond to 

a questionnaire sent to them but has 

not done so by the time of going to 
print. 

DCEC, FIA investigate Boko
• Suspect possible money laundering at BNF conference

• Boko failed to keep his promises: No buses for delegates 

• Some NEC members want Boko to resign

• BNF on the brink of another split

Things fall apart at BNF 
Things are falling apart in the 

country’s leading opposition party, 
Botswana National Front (BNF) and 

the centre can no longer hold, and 
that is principally because the center 

is literally absent. Highly placed 
sources within the BNF National 

Executive Committee have revealed 
that the party especially leadership 

have lost trust in their President 
Duma Boko who also doubles up 

as president of the Umbrella for 
Democratic Change (UDC).

The August NEC which is 
expected to discuss the conference 

is expected to produce fireworks 
as there is suspicion by some BNF 

members that there is a plan to 
set aside resolution 7 which read 

thus; “Noting that after several and 
consistent requests BNF made to 

have a bilateral with BMD to address 

the representation issues, BMD has 
consistently not been responsive. 

We therefore resolve that 
there should be joint primary 

elections under the UDC in all the 
parliamentary and council seats 

allocated to the BMD in 2014, except 

where it holds incumbency. If this 
fails, then the BNF should assume 

the leadership of these constituencies 

and wards. The UDC would be the 
final arbiter if the above two do not 

succeed.”
The Boko camp commonly known 

as Fear fokol is said to be against the 
motion as they have a soft spot for 

BMD while a faction led by BNF vice 

president Rev. Dr Prince Dibeela 
prefer partnership with the Alliance 

for Progressives (AP) and want BMD 

expelled from the UDC. The group 
which is believed to prefer an alliance 

with the Ndaba Gaolathe led Alliance 

for Progressives is said to be ready 
to walk out should the resolution be 

set aside. “Our aim is to force Boko 
to resign if he cannot reign in Pilane.  

If he doesn’t we will force him to do 
so,  that’s why we convinced Noah 

Salakae to withdraw his resignation 
because we need numbers at the 

NEC meeting,” confided a source.
Ahead of the BNF National 

Conference in Rakops, Boko 
promised that he will personally fund 

the conference with P2 million which 

will mostly cater for buses, meals 
and other logistics. The buses were 

expected to be branded with BNF 
color but this came only a dream as 

only five buses were sourced.
In an interview BNF Publicity 

Secretary Justin Hunyepa confirmed 

that they could not source the buses 
because regions brought the names 

very late. “We know where those 
allegations come from but President 

Boko explained to the delegates that 
he has desired to hire buses for them 

but due to failure to submit names 
on time this did not happen,” he said, 

adding that people must understand 

that it was during public holidays 
where buses were on high demand.

Hunyepa hailed the conference 
saying it was one of the best 

organized as they even put 
WIFI in the main tent to ease 

communication. “Those who are 
peddling those rumors we know 

their agenda and won’t entertain 
them,” he said. He said most of 

people who are peddling the rumors 

are those who expressed aversion on 

the membership of BMD within the 
UDC and calling for coalition with 

Alliance for Progressives (AP).
Those who are against Boko have 

said that his absent leadership has 
created a vaccuum and left the party 

without cohesion and direction. They 

accuse him of running a party with 
his friends and leaving NEC outside, 

“The P2 million that he talked about 

was not given to the party treasurer 
but the money was held by his close 

friends,” another source alleged. 

HAPPIER TIMES: Masisi and Khama 
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Mug
Breakfast

COLLECTOR’S

Ts & Cs apply. O� er includes 2 eggs, 3 rashers of streaky bacon, toast & 1 mug. 

6 mug designs available. Mug designs are subject to availability. Available 

at selected restaurants only. Price inclusive. While stocks last. Visuals for 

descriptive purposes only. Full nutritional information available at wimpy.co.za.

AIRPORT JUNCTION +267 397 5424 | FRANCISTOWN +267 241 8680 

GAMECITY +267 391 0741 | MAHALAPYE +267 471 2462

MAUN +267 686 5272 | ORAPA +267 297 0979 | PALAPYE +267 492 4173

RIVERWALK +267 370 0186 | WESTERN BYPASS +267 392 4187

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T his week members of the 

Botswana Democratic Party’s 
Appeals Board are said to 

have dismissed most of the appeals 
that were brought by most the 

incumbent Members of Parliament, 
mostly cabinet ministers who lost the 

party’s primary elections. Most appeals fell out on grounds 
that appellants didn’t follow proper 

procedures. The Appeals Board has overturned 

a decision by the North East 
Regional Committee that had 

recommended a re-run between 
Biggie Butale and the winner of the 

primary elections chairman of the 
BDP Youth Wing Simon Moabi.`

“The reason that these guys lost 
their appeals is that they failed to 

follow the election procedures, 
which state that immediately after 

the results are announced they must 

declare whether they accept or not 
accept the results. Most of them 

launched their appeals days after 

the results had been announced,” 
revealed a member of the appeals 

committee. BDP Secretary General 
Mpho Balopi said that the Appeals 

Board has completed its work in 
regard to the elections appeals.

“The Central Committee is 
meeting on Wednesday and that is 

when the board will present their 
report to us and then discuss it,” he 

revealed.
Among ministers that were 

pinning their hopes on a positive 
outcome of the appeal are Defence, 

Justice and Security Minister Shaw 
Kgathi; Presidential Affairs Minister 

Nonofho Molefhi, Agriculture 
Minister Patrick Ralotsia, 

Infrastructure minister Vincent 
Seretse, Water and Sanitation 

minister Kefentse Mzwinila, his 
assistant Itumeleng Moepisi and 

Tertiary Education Minister Ngaka 
Ngaka. Though President Masisi 

has gone on record declaring that 
some of the candidates that won 

the Primary elections against his 
ministers were not good enough 

to replace them at Cabinet, he will 

find his hands tied to revise the 
outcome of the appeals panel.  This 

sets in a new danger to his already 
strained presidency because with 

the ministers now disgruntled they 
may join forces with a faction of the 

party that wants to topple Masisi 
from presidency. The party has 

fallen in difficult times, particularly 
with former President Ian Khama 

seemingly unhappy with the way his 

successor has been treating him. His 

loyalists are lining up against Masisi 
and even threatening to ensure that 

he does not get nominated to run as 
presidential candidate in next year’s 

General elections. They have a ready 

and waiting ally to conveniently work 

with to frustrate Masisi. Motion of no confidence
It is anticipated that the Leader 

of Opposition in Parliament Duma 
Boko will re-table his Motion of No 

Confidence against President Masisi. 
Information gathered by this 

publication and collaborated by 
highly placed sources close to both 

Boko and former President has 
shown that, the LOO got some 

information from the previous 
administration to build a strong 

motion against Masisi.“He is mostly going to expose 
the donations that Masisi received 

while he was VP and some of the 
properties bought for him by some 

business people,” confided a source.
Boko is allegedly weaponised with 

classified information – which will 
make his motion more researched 

and lethal than the previous one. 
Asked if he has been provided with 

information by Khama, Boko denied 

that but said should there be such 
need he will approach him.

“And let it be known that in my 
entire life I have never been to 

Mosu and wonder where people get 
that information from,” said Boko 

who denied that he is financially 
sponsored by Khama.Former President Khama had 

revealed that he had sought legal 
advice from Boko, especially 

regarding the refusal by the current 
administration to employ former 

Directorate of Intelligence and 
Security Services (DISS) Isaac Kgosi 

as his private secretary.To show that he is building his 
case, in response to SONA, Boko 

said they want a forensic audit on the 

National Petroleum Fund (NPF).
“The State was swindled no less 

than 240 million Pula. So far only 
three pawns in a grand scheme 

of looting are facing prosecution. 
The President has now become a 

recurrent decimal in the NPF saga. 
He must account. He must face up to 

Rapitsenyane’s question and account 

and atone,” he said.During the initial Motion of No 
Confidence, some BDP legislators 

dismissed Boko as a hired gun 
with assistant Minister of Tertiary 

Education Fidelis Molao almost 
letting the cat out when he accused 

Boko of rubble rousing for certain 
people. “This Motion has been 

brought to the House and I opined 
that the mover of the Motion is a 

hired gun and I stick by it. He is 
doing the bidding for certain people, 

and it is very dangerous Mr Speaker,” 

said Molao, refusing to state those 
certain people.

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw P resident Mokgweetsi 

Masisi is said to have resolved to take a tough 
stance and crack the whip in order 

to restore stability in the troubled 
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) 

after weeks of infighting that had 
seen party members publicly take 

on each other to the chagrin of the 
public.

The next Central Committee 
meeting on Wednesday is 

expected to be one of its kinds as 
he will have to specifically deal 

with instability within the party 
especially among members of 

the Central Committee.  His next 
move would be to meet party 

caucus to address contentious 
issues.

There is raging fear in the 
corridors of power that the ruling 

party is on the verge of crumbling 
under the weight of internal 

feuding emanating from emerging 
factions with some aligned behind 

former President Ian Khama and 
undermining the presidency of 

Masisi.
The recent revelation by 

President Masisi that the transition 
from Khama to him was not as 

smooth as was expected is said to 
have been his first warning shot 

that he wants to crack the whip 
and take control of the party and 

government.The climax of his toxic 
relationship with Khama Though in an interview with 

Mmegi newspaper, former 
President Khama said that the 

reason he could not attend the 
SONA was that he was at his 

farm, information gathered by 
this publication shows that he was 

being economical with the truth.
On Friday, Khama was given 

the government chopper to go to 
Shakawe where he had an event 

and came back to Gaborone on 
Sunday. Though he confirmed 

that he will attend the SONA 
on Monday morning, President 

Khama took the chopper and flew 
to his farm and came back in the 

evening.
This is said to have been the ‘the 

last straw that broke the camel’s 
back’ as this infuriated President 

Masisi who decided to include 
paragraph 270 in his address. 

Elective Congress One of the issues that is said 
to be pushing the political 

temperatures to a boiling point 
is the continued campaign for 

the Central Committee positions 
which will be filled at a party 

congress next year. This is causing 
extreme divisions in the party.   

Some party elders are said to 
have warned President Masisi that 

“if you do not fix a crack, you will 
be forced to build the entire wall”. 

Masisi is expected to follow 
what former Presidents the late 

Sir Ketumile Masire and past 
immediate Ian Khama did by 

proposing a compromise ahead of 
the elective congress next year.

The aim of the compromise 
is to help align the party to the 

campaigns of the 2019 General 
Elections. Insiders have revealed 

that it is not going to be easy 

Ministers lose appeals 
• Some might turn against Masisi  • Last hope is on Central Committee review 

• Boko moots another Motion of No Confidence against Masisi   

•  Some in Central District opposed 
Masire’s rise•  Mogae threatened to dissolve Parley

•  Barataphathi faced Khama’s wrath

•  Masisi faces Khama’s faction

BDP’s difficult transitions

To page 3

Seretse 

Butale

Kgathi 

Ralotsia 

Botswana potential 
financial hub – expert

Business

The Patriot on Sunday  |  www.thepatriot.co.bw | November 18, 2018

News  1

Govt loses millions on fuel levy

P12.00

www.thepatriot.co.bw

NOVEMBER 18, 2018 | ISSUE 301

PAGE 
03

BAKANG TIRO editors@thepatriot.co.bw

W ith growing internal 
bickering, which threatens to destabilise 

the ruling Botswana Democratic 
Party (BDP) ahead of the 2019 

general elections, Secretary General 
Mpho Balopi denied knowledge of 

a new faction in the ruling party 
calling itself New Jerusalem. 

In an attempt deflect the question 
on the factions within BDP, Balopi 

said, as a Christian man he knows 
Jerusalem to be a peaceful and holy 

place, and therefore “people who 
call themselves Jerusalem should 

either disband or find another name 

because they don’t stand for peace 
and harmony in the BDP. Sodom 

& Gomorrah would be apt,” he 
lashed out. Sodom and Gomorrah 

have been used historically and 
today as metaphors for vice and 

homosexuality. According to 
Wikipedia, in Abrahamic religions, 

Sodom and Gomorrah have become 

synonymous with impenitent sin, 
and their fall with a proverbial 

manifestation of divine retribution. 
Sodom and Gomorrah were cities 

mentioned in the Book of Genesis 
and throughout the Hebrew Bible, 

the New Testament. According to the Torah, the 
kingdoms of Sodom and Gomorrah 

were allied with the cities of Admah, 

Zeboim, and Bela. Divine judgment 
by God was passed upon Sodom 

and Gomorrah and two neighboring 

cities, which were completely 
consumed by fire and brimstone. 

On Thursday afternoon Balopi was 
at pains trying to explain and justify 

the decison by the BDP central 
committee to postpone to 2020, the 

youth congress that was due in 2019 
where a new leadership was to be 

elected. 
He claimed that the current Youth 

Wing leadership had proposed the 
postponement, which was then 

accepted by the Central Committee 
after considering compelling reasons 

advanced by the youth. “Next year 
(2019) we will have a very busy 

schedule for the party preparing for 

PHILLIMON MMESO 
phillimonm@thepatriot.co.bw T he expression on Brigadier Thulaganyo Masisi’s face changes 

to a more serious look, as he 
adjusts his posture to sit up 

straight when reminded that the 
former Director General of the 

Directorate of Intelligence and 
Security Services (DISS) accused 

him of being bitter because he 
refused to employ him. “I could 

never work under Kgosi, ever! It 
is a total lie because he does not 

have good management skills,” he 
says, face contorted.Brigadier Masisi said with the 

style of leadership of his younger 
brother President Masisi he knew 

very early on that Kgosi was not 
going to last long as the DISS 

Director General. He however 

vehemently denies contributing 
to the dismissal of Isaac Kgosi 

shortly after Masisi ascended the 
presidency. “The reason he thinks I am the 

one who was behind his dismissal 
is because he knows that I am an 

expert in the drill of disarming 
and containing a delinquent 

officer,” he revealed, adding that 
the firing of Kgosi was a welcome 

development.Brigadier Masisi was fielding 
questions from The Patriot on 

Sunday in a no-holds-barred 
interview during the week at 

his home in Gaborone where he 
immediately dismissed reports 

that that he is employed at the 
Office of the President as head of 

Security. He, however, does not 
deny advising his younger brother 

when the need arises, because 
‘blood is thicker than water’. 

BDP cracks widen

Balopi dismisses faction as ‘Sodom and Gomorrah’ as
• Party registered 134 Bulela Ditswe appeals • BDP Youth Congress postponed to 2020 

• Kgathi, Moipisi given a lifeline • Mabaila to know his fate next  week 

HARDTIMES: Botswana Democratic Party is marred by internal problems ahead of the 2019 General Elections. The party’s 

Secretary General, Mpho Balopi denied knowledge of any new faction within his party.                                                                                                                                       

Not 
working for OP – Brigadier Masisi•  He welcomes Kgosi’s dismissal•  Khama, Masisi can resolve 

their differences•  How he saved President 
Masisi’s life•  Caught in a ‘honey trap’ 

as rivals target him

Full Story on Page 5

Masisi 
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the general elections. Therefore after 

careful consideration we agreed that 

we are going to need more time to 
focus on the general elections alone,” 

said Balopi. Quizzed on the decision 

to extend the Simon Mavange 
led committee over a period that 

violates the BDP constitution, which 

stipulates that every two years there 
should be youth congress where 

a new committee will be elected, 
Balopi said it is normal for the 

congress to be postponed. He denied 

that the postponement is due to 
instability or growing factionalism 

that threatens to spill over the 
the youth and render the BDP 

ungovernable ahead of 2019 polls.
Bulela Ditswe appeals Balopi denied interference by the 

Central Committee led by President 
Mokgweetsi Masisi  in the outcomes 

of Bulela Ditswe appeals lodged by 
losers in the recent party primary 

elections. He said the appeals 
were handled by the Electoral 

Board together with the Appeals 
Committee appointed by Masisi 

with powers vested on him by the 
party’s constitution. Balopi also 

denied that the Central Committee 
has been delaying the release of 

the outcomes of the appeals saying 
the correct procedure had to be 

followed in a comprehensive manner 

by the relevant structures which 
are independent and free from the 

Central Committee. He said the 
party received 134 appeals lodged 

by councilors and MPs candidates 
in the primary elections.  He noted 

that 39 out of 110 which constitutes 
(36.6 %) of the Councilors appeals 

succeeded while only 2 out 24 (8.3 
%) of the MP appeals were also 

succesful. The two constituencies 
which will have election re –runs 

in the MP category are Bobonong 
and Kgalagadi North where some 

irregulaties were identified following 

investigations by both the Electoral 
Board and Appeals Committees as 

indicated in the report handed to 
the central committee this week. The 

re-runs in Bobonong and Kgalagadi 
North constituencies will give a life 

line and glimpse of hope to cabinet 
ministers Shaw Kgathi who is the 

Minister of Defense, Justice and 
Security and Itumeleng Moipisi who 

is currently the Assistant Minister 
of Water and Sanitation Services. 

Kgathi lost the elections against 
newcomer Francisco Kgoboko 

who garnered 5, 595 votes against 
Kgathi’s 1, 785 while Moipisi lost to 

the high rising Talitha Monnakgotla. 

Moipisi only managed 1, 696 votes 
against Monnakgotla’s 2, 139. “We 

experienced a lot of challenges 
through appeals in the primary 

elections. We will only have council 
and parliamentary primary election 

re-runs in constituencies and wards 

where appeals were succesful. The 
committees tasked with handling the 

appeals have done well, hence the 
go-ahead in those constituencies for 

election re-runs. The other appeals 
which were not successful were 

dismissed and our focus has now 
shifted to delivering credible and fair 

elections on the ordered re-runs,” 
said Balopi.  

Mabaila saga Balopi said  that the suspended 
Tshephang Mabaila has written to 

the party appealing against a recent 
decision to suspend him. He said 

Mabaila is still on suspension and 
will know his fate next week when 

the relevant structures will release 
the verdict on the issue.“I can confirm that Mabaila has 

put in an appeal over his recent 
suspension from the party. As of now 

let’s wait for the final outcome and 
see how things will go,” said Balopi.

DITIRO MOTLHABANE 
ditiro@thepatriot.co.bw Three weeks before Botswana 

Public Employees Union (BOPEU) 
hold elections for national office 

bearers, the president Masego 
Mogwera, is involved in a 

dirty scuffle with five regional 
chairpersons after she slapped them 

with suspension letters on Monday.  
On Friday lawyers representing 

the suspended chairpersons replied 
to Mogwera warning her that 

should she not wothdraw he letter 
by close of business they will file 

an urgent application in court on 
Tuesday (Novermber 20, 2018) to 

interdict the suspensions. Dismissing 

Mogwera, they notified her that 
she does not have the powers she 

claims to have invoked when she 
suspended them as she has been 

suspended by the national executive 
council herself. “You made a decision 

upon a matter in which you do not 
posses the power to decide. National 

Executive Council suspended you 

on allegations of unauthorised 
deductions. Your suspension has 

not been lifted, and accordingly you 
lack the capacity to suspend other 

members,” reads part of the response. 
The regional chairpersons also 

accuse Mogwera of claiming 
to have instituted disciplinary 

proceedings against them and later 
passing judgment (suspensions), 

thus behaving like a judge and 
a prosecutor in the same cause. 

Further, they accuse her of violating 
the laws of natural justice by 

failing to hear them out first before 
suspending them. Mogwera had suspended the 

five regional chairpersons of the 
union in what they have dismissed 

as a strategy to deflate or kill off 
competition ahead of the elective 

congress scheduled for Kasane 
starting December 09, 2018. The 

congress is expected to attract 500 
delegates. The five, who are among 

the only eligible national executive 
committee members to contest 

Mogwera suspends five regional chairpersons
-Olefile Monakwe, Tshepo Maribela  

-BOBS region chairpeson,  CAAB 
Chairperson  Tulo Mojasagagwe, 

Statistics Botswana Chairperson 
Modise Ramaretlwa and Tebogo 

Segadika – David Magang Region 
chairperson. Sources inside BOPEU have 

revealed that all the five suspended 
regional chairpersons have declared 

interest to contest NEC positions 
in Kasane. The National Executive 

Committee is made up of Regional 
chairpersons and National Office 

Bearers. National Office Bearers’ 
positions that will be contested at 

the Kasane elective congress are 
for President, two Vice President 

positions, deputy Secretary General 
and the Treasurer. The Secretary 

General is a full time position 
currently held by Topias Marenga. 

According BOPEU Constitution  
Article 25.1.2, to be eligible to hold 

office as a national office bearer, a 
member shall have served atleast one 

full term in the Regional Executive 

committee or any other national 
statutory structures of the union 

and  also have been a member of the 

union in good standing for a period 
of not less than four years. 

In the suspension letters delivered 

on Monday, whose contents are 
identical, Mogwera accuse the five of 

allegations of serious misconduct. “I 

am of the considered view that you 
have conducted yourself in a manner 

that is inconsistent with the spirit 
and dictate of BOPEU constitution. 

In the exercise of my powers you 
are hereby suspended pending a 

decision of by the national executive 

committee on the matter,” wrote 
Mogwera without giving details of 

the alleged offences. During the period of suspension 
the chairpersons have been ordered 

not to issue instructions to staff or 
hold them out as officials of BOPEU 

or its subsidiaries including a 
member of any of its boards or access 

any union offices without written 
authorisation from Mogwera. 

national office bearers’  positions 
currently held by Mogwera and 

four others, are Ogaufi Matilda 
Mathame 2nd Vice President, 

Regional Chairperson Remmogo 

Mogwera 
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Admiral Touch (Pty) Ltd) is a progressive farm based in Rasesa that deals with growing of assortment 
of vegetable crops and rearing of goats and sheep production. We are looking for a qualified Production 
Manager

The suitable candidate will be responsible for the following:

Job Description:
Reporting to the Farm Manager, this full-time position involves coordinating and executing the various 
tasks necessary to produce and deliver high quality crops to market, including but not limited to: planting, 
pruning, thinning, spraying, mowing, irrigation, harvesting, packing, and processing (cider) of the various 
crops.

Responsibilities and Duties:
• Inspect plantations and other units; confer with and advise Farm Manager on problems; requisition, 

equipment and materials; approve work schedules
• Plan and supervise the planting, cultivating, harvesting, and storing of crops on large and diversified 

farming operation
• Create reports on time, equipment, materials, costs, and production; keep records and prepare estimates 

of needs
• Manage and implement crop protection programs
• Perform routine inspections on and direct the repair and maintenance of farm buildings and equipment; 

coordinate maintenance of trucks, tractors, and farm machinery with Mechanic, supervisors and farm 
Manager

• Hire, supervise, and train employees as needed and/or assigned
• Coordinate receiving and storage of crops with supervisors to ensure optimal utilization of space and to 

minimize handling
• Consult with Farm Manager to ensure adequate supply of vegetables  in the market and to enable 

sufficient purchasing from outside suppliers

Education & Experience Requirements:

• At least a certificate in crop production, or graduated from a standard vocational or high school 
supplemented by some college course work in agriculture; and extensive responsible experience in 
general farm work involving farm planning, methods, and production; and experience in supervisory 
farm work; or any equivalent combination of training and experience.

• A minimum of six years’ experience.
• Ability to keep records of time, production, and costs, and to make reports and recommendations for 

improvement in methods and equipment
• Ability to plan and direct large-scale diversified farm activities, to supervise and train groups of farm 

workers in farm activities, and to direct skilled and unskilled employees in varied farm operations
• Computer Skills: Word Processing, Spreadsheets and email.
• Familiarity with Good Agricultural Practices and Food Safety Regulations.

Remunerations 
Competitive salary (based on experience)

Interested candidates should send their application letters with CV, certified copies of qualifications to the 
following address not later than the 21st May 2021

The Farm Manager
Admiral Touch Pty Ltd
Private Bag 00278
Gaborone

VACANCY

VET AGRIC SUPPLIERS (PTY) LTD IS LOOKING FOR A FARM WORKER

Qualifications and Experience
•	 BGCSE	or	its	equivalence.
•	 Must	have	practical	knowledge	in	poultry	farming.
•	 A	minimum	of	3	post	qualification	experience.
•	 Being	able	to	work	long	hours.	

Roles/ duties
•	 Feed	livestock	and	clean	and	disinfect	their	pens,	cages,	yards,	and	hutches.	
•	 Examine	animals	to	detect	symptoms	of	illness	or	injury.
•	 Administer	vaccines	to	protect	animals	from	diseases.
•	 Operate	and	service	farm	machinery.
•	 Must	be	willing	to	stay	in	a	farm	full	time.

	Salary;	As	per	the	current	market.

Applicants	may	forward	their	applications	no	longer	than	the	21st May 2021
All applications must be addressed to,

The Manager
Vet Agric Suppliers (Pty) Ltd
P / Bag 00278
Gaborone 
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KABO MORWAENG*

O n behalf of His 
Excellency, Dr Mokgweetsi 
Masisi, President of the 

Republic of Botswana, I am proud 
to be amongst you this afternoon 
as we receive another batch of 
COVID-19 vaccines. I have been 
informed that this consignment 
of SinoVac vaccines comprises 
200,000 doses generously donated 
by the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China. 

This donation will be followed by 
another 200 000 vaccines purchased 
by the Government of Botswana 
from China which will arrive in the 
country soon. A combination of the 
donated vaccines and the purchased 
ones will make a total of 400 000 
doses which will cover a significant 
percentage of our population.

The continued arrival of 
COVID-19 vaccines is testament to 
Government’s commitment to ensure 
that all Batswana are vaccinated in 
order to improve immunity against 
COVID-19. Most importantly, it 
is a sign of our strong bi-lateral 
and multilateral relations with 
sister nations in the international 
community. I do note, however, that 
the arrival of vaccines across the 
world is not as fast as we would have 
hoped. 

Allow me, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
to congratulate and thank all those 
who have already taken the vaccine. 
I also wish to implore all those who 
may be reluctant to do so, to step 
up and take their jabs. This process 
is intended for the good of all of us. 
I must assure you that our health 
authorities, through the Botswana 
Medicines Regulatory Authority 
(BOMRA), will continue to ascertain 
that the vaccines we receive are safe 
for use by all of us. 

At this juncture, I wish to express 

The Ministry of 
Environment, Natural 
Resources Conservation and 

Tourism wishes to strongly condemn 
the falsehoods appearing in the 
Dutch newspaper, Trouw, following 
an interview with Former President, 
Lt. General Dr. Seretse Khama Ian 
Khama. The Ministry wishes to set 
the record straight that the prudent 
management of the country’s natural 
resources, including wildlife, is based 
on legislation, policies and strategies 
that are consistent with sustainable 
development and international 
standards. 

As such, Botswana has earned 
international accolades for her 
sterling efforts to conserve and 
manage the country’s wildlife 
resources.  

Disarmament of Department of 
Wildlife and National Parks Anti-
Poaching Unit:  

The President of the 
Republic of Namibia, 
His Excellency Dr. Hage 

G. Geingob concluded today, 
Monday 26 April 2021, meetings 
with Traditional Authorities, and 
residents of Impalila Island, and 
condoled with the bereaved Nchindo 
family in the Zambezi Region.

On Saturday evening, 24 April 
2021, the President held briefing 
meetings with the Right Honourable 
Prime Minister, Saara Kuugongelwa-
Amadhila, the Honourable Minister 
of Home Affairs, Immigration, Safety 
and Security, Hon. Albert Kawana, 
the Secretary to Cabinet, Dr. George 
Simataa, the Regional Governor, 
Honourable Lawrence Sampofu and 
senior government officials to discuss 
developmental matters pertaining to 
the region. On Sunday, 25 April 2021, 
President Geingob held consultations 
with the Leaders of Traditional 
Authorities in the Zambezi Region.

During the meeting, Chief Kisco 
Liswani III of the Masubiya, Chief 
Boniface Shufu of the Mayeyi, Chief 
Joseph Tembwe Mayuni of the Mashi 
and Chief George Mamili VII of the 
Mafwe assured

President Geingob of their 
continued cooperation in order to 
advance the collective developmental 
interests of the region.

Moreover, the Traditional Leaders 
also denounced the divisive activities 
of some of the movements, including 

the Zambezi Lives Matters, saying 
that these were aimed at instability 
and damaging politicization of the 
Nchindo killings at the hands of the 
Botswana Defence Force.

In that vein, the Traditional 
Leaders informed that the approach 
taken by President Geingob and the 
Namibian Government following the 
killings of the Nchindo brothers and 
their cousin on 5 November 2020 
was correct to advance a peaceful 
border with Botswana and good 
neighbourliness.

President Geingob provided a 
report regarding the Nchindo killings 
and the border issues, and thanked 
the Traditional Authorities for their 
support and cooperation,

including the role they play in 
social cohesion in the country.

Following meetings with the 
Traditional Authorities, President 
Geingob, accompanied by the Prime 
Minister and Chief Liswani III 
proceeded to Impalila Island where 
the President held a community 
meeting with residents of the Island, 
thanking them for their cooperation 
following the killings of the Nchindo 
brothers.

The President emphasized that 
he was not only on the Island to 
meet with the community, but 
most importantly to meet with the 
Nchindo Family in order to extend 
condolences and to hear and see first-
hand how the family was doing.

Members of the Impalila 
community raised a number of 
developmental concerns, including 
the absence of adequate health 
infrastructure on the Island, and 
other infrastructure deficits leading 
to poor access to the mainland and 
the need for more employment 
opportunities for the residents.

President Geingob informed that 
the Government would look into 
the issues raised and the relevant 
Government Offices, Ministries and 
Agencies would look at addressing 
the concerns of the Impalila 
community.

The community requested 
President Geingob to return to 
the Island before completion of 
the Presidential term, a request 
the President acceded to without 
hesitation.

President Geingob proceeded 
to the Nchindo family homestead 
where the President extended sincere 
condolences to the family in person 
following the death of the Nchindo 
brothers, including their mother 
Alphonsina Mubu.

The Head of State provided a 
report on progress with regard to 
the killings of the Nchindo brothers, 
Tommy, Martin, Wamunyima and 
informed the Nchindo family that he 
had raised the “shoot to kill” policy 
with former President Ian Khama of 
the Republic of Botswana. 

However, the current President 

President Geingob condoles with the Nchindo family  
•	 Concludes	consultations	in	the	Zambezi	region	with	traditional	leaders	

Mokgweetsi Masisi of the Republic of 
Botswana had reassured

President Geingob that the 
Botswana Defence Force did not have 
a “shoot to kill policy”.

 President Geingob further 
informed that President Masisi was 
a good friend of Namibia, and had 
expressed regret at the shootings and 
also extended condolences to the 
Nchindo Family, including Namibia 
at large. The matter is currently 
before the institutions of Botswana.

With regard to the report, which 
the Nchindo family requested to see, 
the President informed that the joint 
investigation report into the killings 
was complete, as he had previously 
announced and the Government 
would consider their request to view 
contents of the report.

However, the question of 
jurisdiction was equally important 
and the report could not be made 
public, the President emphasized.

In the family statement, read on 
behalf by the family spokesperson, 
Mr. Owen Sinvula, the Nchindo 
family expressed appreciation 
to President Geingob and the 
Government for having accompanied 
the family during a difficult period 

after the killings of the Nchindo 
brothers and their cousin, including 
their mother who passed away 
subsequently. Distancing the family 
from the activities of Zambezi Lives 
Matter, the Nchindo family requested 
further assistance following the 
deaths of the brothers and husbands.

 President Geingob informed that 
the Government would look into the 
request for assistance, in addition to 
what had been provided already.

President Geingob concluded 
today 26 April 2021 the consultations 
and meetings on the Impalila Island 
in the Zambezi Region with a tour of 
Government facilities.

The President was accompanied 
to the Zambezi Region by the First 
Lady, Madame Monica Geingos, the 
Right Honourable Prime Minister, 
the Minister of Home Affairs, 
Immigration, Safety and Security, 
Deputy Minister of Environment, 
Forestry and Tourism, Constituency 
Councillor, Hon. John Likando, the 
Secretary to Cabinet, and the Press 
Secretary.

[Signed] 
Dr. AlfredoTjiurimo Hengari
Press Secretary 
Republic of Namibia

Botswana is deeply indebted 
to the Chinese Government 

‘Khama peddles falsehoods about Botswana’ 
been affected by rhino poaching 
over the last few years, it should 
be acknowledged that the several 
key rhino range states in the region 
have also suffered a surge in rhino 
poaching. 

Lifting of the hunting 
moratorium: 

It is a fact that Botswana has 
the largest number of elephants 
in the world and that they 
are overpopulated causing 
environmental stress and human-
wildlife conflict in some parts of the 
country. 

In order to mitigate the 
overpopulation, Government 
in consultation with affected 
communities lifted the hunting 
moratorium. 

*REBUTTAL OF TROUW 
NEWSPAPER INTERVIEW 
WITH FORMER PRESIDENT, DR 
SERETSE KHAMA IAN KHAMA

The decision to temporarily 
disarm the Anti-poaching Unit was 
taken with the view to put enact 
appropriate law which will permit 
the Department to carry firearms. 
This process is still ongoing and 
will be concluded in the near 
future. Meanwhile, the Department 
of Wildlife and National Parks 
undertakes anti-poaching activities 

in collaboration with other security 
agencies allowed by the law to carry 
firearms.  

Rhinos: 
The re-introduction of rhinos into 

the wild began in 2002 before the 
term of office of Former President, 
Khama. The number of rhinos has 
been increasing since then. 

While it is true that Botswana has 

Khama 

President Geingob visits the Nchindo family

my profound gratitude to the People’s 
Republic of China for her continued 
support to Botswana. Throughout 
the period of the pandemic, China 
has stood by us and extended a 
helping hand in several ways. To this 
end, Botswana is deeply indebted 
to the Chinese Government and 
its people and we will work hard 
to ensure that our sound bilateral 
relations last many more decades for 
the benefit of our peoples. 

Bagaetsho, let me remind the 
whole nation that vaccination against 
COVID-19 does not mean that 
we should disregard the existing 
protocols. Vaccination is only one 
of the measures that reduces the 
risk of infection and severe illness. 
Therefore, let us continued wearing 
facemasks properly, keeping our 
hands clean, maintaining social 
distancing, and avoiding unnecessary 
travel.

*STATEMENT BY KABO 
MORWAENG, MINISTER FOR 
PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS, 
GOVERNANCE AND PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION ON THE 
OCCASION OF RECEIVING 
COVID-19 VACCINES
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F ollowing its successful 
acquisition of BancABC Botswana 
stake, the Nigerian founded leading 

bank Access Bank anticipates to be fully 
operational as Access Bank Botswana 
during Q3 2021.

The Nigerian‘s biggest lender, which is 
present in 12 markets in Africa, Europe 
and Asia, agreed has last week to buy a 
majority stake in African Bank Corporation 
Botswana.

Access Bank is expanding across the 
African continent to counter, among others 

the stagflation and dollar shortages in 
Nigeria that have frustrated businesses and 
shrinking the lending market.

The Bank Managing Director Herbert 
Wigwe said that the bank expansion into 
Botswana was premised on the economic 
potential that the country boasts of as 
strategic market in the region.

He said the acquisition of BancABC 
Botswana is a step in the right direction 
for the bank to robustly expand across the 
lucrative Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) market.

“Our expansion into Botswana will 
make the country a financial centre. 
Botswana is a resilient market with stable 

economic prowess. Our focus as we enter 
this promising market will be then looking 
at how Access Bank Botswana becomes a 
leading bank in the next three years,” he 
said.

Oozing with confidence, Wigwe said 
BancABC Botswana has been a resilient 
business and therefore he is confident that 
the business has potential to grow in leaps 
and bounds as Access bank too.

In addition, Wigwe said that the bank 
will remain listed on the Botswana Stock 
Exchange (BSE). He also promised that 
there will be no job losses due to transition 
from BancABC to Access bank.

“I can confidently say that there will 

be zero job losses and top management 
positions will still remain for the citizens. 
We are a business that believes in citizen 
empowerment. Moreover, our entrance 
into Botswana will come with more job 
opportunities as we will be carrying a 
massive growth drive across the country. A 
huge branding campaign is in the offing as 
well,” he stressed.

Furthermore, the outspoken consummate 
Nigerian banker revealed that the bank is 
embarking on expanding into major trade 
centres in Africa and across the globe. 
Wigwe said Access bank is targeting to 
reach 100 million customers milestone in 
2022. Currently, he said the bank has over 

40 million customers; thus reflecting large 
customer base.

He said the bank is worth US$22 billion, 
stressing that the figure will grow as bank 
expands. BancABC Managing Director 
Kgotso Bannalotlhe said it is very inspiring 
for the bank to be part of large Acess Bank 
Group, pointing out that the acquisition 
comes with lot of growth opportunities.

He said the opportunities include that the 
staff will be afforded jobs in other markets 
where the bank is present, maintaining that 
the bank will continue to empower local 
investors.

According to him, 22% of shareholding in 
the bank is held by the citizen investors.

“BancABC has grown tremendously in the 
last 10 years and with Access Bank coming 
on board this will take the bank to another 
level. We are the fourth largest profitable 
bank locally and Acess bank is also the third 
profitable bank in Nigeria. This paints how 
future is bright,” he said.

Access Bank has a footprint in some of 
the strong financial markets such as China, 
Hong Kong, Dubai and United Kingdom. In 
the SADC region it operates in South Africa 
and Mozambique.

Botswana is the latest market for the bank 
to expand into but Wigwe said it eyes more 
markets.

Access Bank Botswana comes alive 
•	 Top	Nigerian	Access	Bank	takes	over	BancABC	Botswana	 •	 Targets	to	have	rebranded	by	Q3	2021

•	 MD	Wigwe	promises	that	top	posts	will	remain	with	locals

BAKANG TIRO
editors@thepatriot.co.bw

T
he central bank, Bank of Botswana 
(BoB), forecasts that the domestic 
inflation will bridge the bank’s objective 

range of 3-6 percent in the second quarter of 
2020 driven by supply side factors.

BoB Governor Moses Pelaelo revealed this on 
Thursday during a Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC) briefing.

Pelaelo noted that inflation increased 
significantly from 2.4 percent in February to 3.2 
percent in March 2021, before reverting to within 
the Bank’s medium objective term range of 3-6 
percent.

“The increase in the inflation largely reflects 
the upward adjustment in domestic fuel prices 
in March 2021. The domestic inflation is forecast 
to breach the upper bound of the Bank’s 3 to 6 
percent objective range in the second quarter 
of 2021, driven mainly by supply-side factors. 
However, inflation is projected to revert to within 
the objective range in the first quarter of 2022,” 

he said.
According to him, overall, risks to the inflation 

outlook are assessed to be skewed to the upside.
“Upside risks include the potential increase in 

international commodity prices beyond current 
forecasts, aggressive action by governments (for 
example Economic Recovery and Transformation 
Plan) and major central banks to bolster 
aggregate demand including successful rollout of 
vaccines. Persistence of supply constraints due to 
possible travel restrictions and lockdowns could 
also lead to higher prices,” he added.

Additional domestic factors relate to second 
round effects of recently announced increase 
in administered prices, with experts pointing 
out that deepening inflation can result in slow 
growth.

“The risks are moderated by the possibility 
of weak domestic and global economic activity, 
which could be exacerbated by periodic 
lockdowns and other forms of restrictions due 
to emergence of new Covid-19 variants and slow 
rollout of vaccines and decline in international 
commodity prices,” said BoB.

B otswana’s state-owned 
Morupule Coal Mine (MCM) plans 
to boost production by over a third 

as the country seeks to cut its dependence 
on imported power, a company official said 
on Wednesday.

Many countries are seeking to cut the use 
of carbon-intensive coal to reduce climate-
warming emissions.

But Botswana is anxious to use its 
estimated 212 billion tonnes of coal 
resources to curb its reliance on imported 
power, needed in large volumes for its 
diamond industry.

As part of the plan to boost output, MCM 
plans to develop an open cast coal mine 

and on Wednesday it awarded a 5-year 
contract to a joint venture between South 
Africa’s Basil Read Mining and citizen-
owned company Bothakga Burrow, its 
spokeswoman Boineelo Seitshiro said. 

The mine will boost MCM’s production 
by 35%, she said, but she did say by when.

Botswana has national power generation 
capacity of 720 megawatts (MW) but plans 
to double output in the next six years 
through solar and coal-fired power as it 
strives to wean itself off imports and aspires 
to export power.

MCM ran the country’s only operating 
coal mine until privately-owned Minergy 
commissioned a new mine in 2019 with an 

annual capacity of 1.2 million tonnes.
The state-owned firm produces 2.8 million 

tonnes annually from its underground 
operations, feeding two nearby state-owned 
power stations with some of the output 
being exported to South Africa, Namibia 
and Zimbabwe.

“The team will commence with site 
establishment and mobilisation in April 
2021 and the project is envisaged to 
increase coal production capacity from the 
current 2.8 million tons to 3.8 million tons 
per annum,” she said. The resource at the 
open cast mine has the potential to supply 
power station-grade coal for over 30 years. 
[Reuters]

Domestic	inflation	to	deepen	in	Q2

BoB said the growth projections by the 
Ministry of Finance and Economic Development 
and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
suggest a rebound in economic growth for 
Botswana in 2021. The ministry projections 
show a strong growth rate of 8.8 percent in 2021, 
compared to the earlier estimate growth rate of 
7.7 percent, before moderating to a growth rate 
of 5.5 percent in 2022.

On the other hand, the IMF forecasts that the 
domestic economy would grow by 8.3 percent 
in 2021 compared to an earlier projection of 8.7 
percent in the January 2021 World Economic 
Outlook Update. 

“This is expected to moderate to a growth 
rate of 6.4 percent in 2022. The growth outcome 
will largely depend on the successful vaccine 
rollout as it will enable opening up of the 
economy to align with the projections. The 
disparity in forecasts attest to the challenges 
of making forward projections when there is 
uncertainty about the duration of constrained 
economic activity, the resultant adverse impact 
on productive capacity, as well as the speed of 
resumption of production and pace of recovery 
in demand,” said the central but optimistic of 
recovery during Q2 of 2021.

The domestic expectation of an 8.8 percent 
rebound on the implementation of the P20 
billion Economic Recovery and Transformation 
Plan (ERTP) launched last year by government 
as well as the promising outlook for the mining 
industry led by rebound in diamond production 
and sales.

De Beers Group has recently reported positive 
sales figures following the improvement in the 
demand of diamonds in its key markets such as 
China and United States of America (USA). The 
group said that it expects growth in diamond 
production targeting over 30 million carats in 
2021. Meanwhile, Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC) has maintained the Bank Rate at 3.75 
percent.

•	 Growth	driven	by	supply	side	factors •	 Increase	in	fuel	prices	peaks	inflation
•	 Bank	rate	maintained	at	3.75	percent

MCM	to	boost	output	by	35%

Morupule B power plant [PIC:PRESSPHOTO]

BoB Governor Moses Pelaelo [PIC:PRESSPHOTO]
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MACK Air, a Botswana-based 
airline, made its maiden flight 
into Victoria Falls from Kasane 

on Saturday – May 1, 2021 –launching 
daily scheduled flights aimed at providing 
seamless and scenic experience to tourists 
between the two neighbouring countries. 
Mack Air becomes the first airline to offer 
international scheduled flights between 
Victoria Falls and Kasane and will be using 
its new Cessna Grand Caravan EX aircraft, 
which carries 12 passengers and two crew 
members, for the 20 minute-scenic flight.

Botswana airline extends service to Vic Falls

The airline’s managing director, Mr 
Michael Weyl, said the service is expected 
to boost confidence in tourism in the wake 
of Covid-19, as well as attracting more 
tourists to visit Southern Africa, particularly 
Victoria Falls and Chobe. He said Mack Air 
will offer only links between Kasane and 
Victoria Falls connecting all Zimbabwe and 
Botswana destinations.

Usually on a good day, about 1 000 
tourists use road between Victoria Falls and 
Kasane across the Kazungula border and 
the air service will add glamour to the tours 
and also connect tourists further to Hwange 
National Park, Mana Pools and Kariba 

through partnerships with other operators.
“As promised, we are expanding our reach 

to accommodate all of our passengers’ wild 
adventures. We are excited to announce that 
with effect from May 1, 2021 Mack Air will 
be operating daily scheduled flights between 
Kasane and Victoria Falls from where they 
can visit Victoria Falls and a number of 
Zimbabwe destinations and Botswana, all in 
one action packed vacation,” says Mr Weyl.

“This creates an exceptional fly in safari 
experience for our passengers. On a normal 
day between 200 and 1 000 people travel 
from Victoria Falls across the border to visit 
Chobe National park.

S
outhern African energy 
development company Tlou Energy 
said that, following a recent capital 

raising, it has the necessary funds in place to 
start construction on the transmission line for 
its Lesedi project.

It added that the Botswana Department 
of Environmental Affairs had approved the 
environmental-impact statement (EIS) for 
its Boomslang project, which is adjacent to the 
Lesedi power project. 

“Tlou Energy plans to commence work on 
the development of the Lesedi project as soon 
as possible,” the company said in a quarterly 
operational update published on April 26.

Key stages to achieve first revenue include 
construction of the transmission line to 
connect Lesedi to the existing power grid, 
the installation of substations at the Lesedi 
site and at Serowe to integrate with the grid, 
the installation of generation assets at Lesedi, 
commissioning and testing, and the sale of 
first power, it said. 

“During the quarter [ended March 31, Tlou 
Energy] successfully raised gross proceeds 
of £2.625-million pursuant to the placing of 
75-million new shares at an issue price of 3.5 
pence a share. The funds raised are planned to 
go towards commencement of transmission 
line construction. While this work proceeds, 
Tlou will also continue its negotiations with 
other financiers for further development of 
the Lesedi project.”

The Lesedi project is the company’s most 
advanced project. Tlou plans to develop gas 
and solar power generation assets at Lesedi.

In addition, it has two large exploration 
areas designated Mamba and Boomslang.

During the quarter under review, Tlou 
received correspondence from advisers 
assisting the government of Botswana in the 

Tlou to start Lesedi Phase 1 

O range Money has collaborated 
with the Citizen Entrepreneurial 
Development Agency (CEDA) 

to introduce a much-needed Bill Payment 
solution targeting CEDA customers. 
With the COVID-19 restrictions of social 
distancing and staying at home, this 
convenient solution will enable customers 
to repay their loans through Orange Money 
from the comfort of their homes, allowing 
technology and innovation to put the power 
back into the consumer’s hands. 

“We are excited to have partnered with 
CEDA to drive greater financial inclusion 
by bringing our financial services closer 
to Batswana. This partnership allows both 
Orange Money and CEDA to leverage 
their strengths to contribute positively to 
the growth of the informal sector and the 
finance sector. As Orange Money, we are 
committed to providing Batswana with 
seamless solutions that give them peace of 
mind and thus bring them closer to what 

Orange Money, CEDA launch Bill Payment Solution
matter most to them,” said Orange Money 
CEO, Seabelo Pilane

The Bill Payment service offered through 
Orange Money affords CEDA customers 
total control, flexibility and freedom when 
making their CEDA Loan Repayments. 
To use this solution, one needs to be: a 
registered Orange Money user; and an 
Existing or new CEDA customer.

To make Orange Money payments to 
CEDA, simply dial *133# and go to Loan 
Payments, Choose Orange Money and 
follow the prompts to submit your payment. 

“At Orange Money we continue to explore 
new avenues to help bridge the financial 
gap in Botswana and collaborations such 
as this one are often the most effective and 
value-adding. We believe in improving, 
supporting, and bettering the lives of all 
Batswana and our partnership with CEDA 
here is a testament to that. Indeed, Orange 
Money continues to grow its payment 
partnerships helping businesses grow 
through payment enablement,” said Pilane.

The Local Enterprise Authority 
(LEA) and Botswana Bureau of 
Standards (BOBS) have partnered 

through a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU); as a commitment to work together 
to contribute towards the growth of local 
Entrepreneurs and Enterprises. 

Under this MoU the two entities intend 
to ensure that Small, Medium and Micro 
Enterprises in Botswana are compliant to 
the business practices and professional 
standards in the provision of commodities 
and services to local and international 
markets. This joint effort will among others 
focus on offering appropriate awareness 
creation amongst SMMEs to utilize local 
and international standards, testing, 
certification, inspection and equipment 
calibration to enable them to compete 
in both domestic, and most importantly 
export markets. 

The MoU further demonstrates 
commitment to expose entrepreneurship 
and business management training on 
standards and quality assurance as well 
as mentorship programmes to assist 
entrepreneurs to uptake and adhere to 
quality standards. The parties will also 
facilitate linkages and channel information 
relating to standards implementation 
to individual SMMEs. LEA and BOBS 
have also committed to provide support 
and facilitate for testing of products for 
specified parameters for quality assurance 
and compliance with available standards 
and other industry/sector specific quality 
associations. Additionally, the two entities 
will facilitate resources required for the 
adoption of Quality and inculcate quality 
culture amongst SMMEs.

LEA, BOBS 
partner 

execution of its coal-bed methane (CBM) 
programme for the development of up to 
100 MW of CBM-fuelled pilot power plants. 
The aim of this process is to secure a 10 MW 
power purchase agreement (PPA) between 
Tlou and the national energy utility Botswana 
Power Corporation (BPC).

Advisers have confirmed they are reviewing 
project documents including the draft PPA. 
Tlou is focused on progressing this to a 
conclusion as soon as possible.

Further, BPC has issued a tender for the 
supply and delivery of natural gas to the 
Orapa 90 MW power plant. The power plant 
provides power to the Orapa diamond mine, 
one of the largest diamond mines in the world.

Orapa is currently running on intermittent 
grid power and emergency diesel generation. 
Anglo American, which is the owner of the 
De Beers group and co-owner of Orapa 
along with the government of Botswana, has 
publicly stated its objective to move to cleaner 
fuel sources.

“Gas from Tlou’s nearby discoveries could 
be ideally suited to assist with meeting their 
cleaner energy objectives. Tlou will review 
the tender documentation and subject to 
meeting the eligibility criteria, plan to submit 
a response. The tender closes in May,” the 
company said.

Tlou is seeking project finance to build 
infrastructure to connect the Lesedi power 
project to the existing electricity grid in 
Botswana. This infrastructure includes 
transmission lines, electrical substations, 
as well as the installation of gas and solar 
generation assets.

“Project finance discussions are at an 
advanced stage with a very reputable 
Botswana-based entity. Owing to 
confidentiality, Tlou is unable to name the 
entity concerned at this time. However, we can 
confirm that their investment committee and 
board have discussed the project financing 
and are favourably disposed to Tlou’s 
proposal.  They are now proceeding with a 
third-party technical review of the project as 
part of their due diligence process. Once this 
report is assessed, an investment decision can 
be made,” it said in the quarterly update.

Boomslang project
Meanwhile, all proposed project activities 

for the Boomslang project outlined under the 
EIS have been authorised, including drilling 
of core holes and stratigraphy boreholes, 
conducting seismic and geomagnetic surveys, 
pilot testing production wells (called pods), 
monitoring wells and evaporation ponds and 
installing pumping monitoring, gathering 
lines and evaluation equipment.

“Tlou believes the Boomslang project 
can complement the more mature Lesedi 
and Mamba projects, particularly given the 
presence of the highly prospective Serowe 
coal seam. The Lesedi and Mamba projects 
primarily target the deeper Morupule coal 
seam.

“EIS approval for exploration of the 
Boomslang permit represents another key 
milestone for Tlou. Successful exploration 
and development of the Boomslang area 
could facilitate Tlou’s longer-term strategy of 
expansion beyond the current Lesedi project 
area,” the company said.

Tlou is looking into the potential of using 
gas and solar to produce green hydrogen. 
These early-stage plans may lead to a trial 
project hosted at its field operations in 
Botswana. [miningweekly.com]

“Previously everyone had to transition by 
road or charter their own aircraft.”

Mr Weyl said Mack Air service will be 
cost effective compared to chartering own 
aircraft, and the daily flights will afford 
tourists an experience of Africa’s best safaris 
in one package. He said the aircraft will land 
at the Victoria Falls International Airport at 
11:20am on Saturday.

“Victoria Falls is well known as the hub 
for tourist activity and our new scheduled 
flight will bring neighbours closer together 
and offer people a seamless trip. We are 
extremely excited to start this venture, as 
we open up borders for tourists. We will 
be plying Kasane-Victoria Falls-Kasane 
once daily and once tourism recovers, we 
will increase frequency and capacity which 
might see us putting another aircraft,” he 
said.

The airline has been operating for 27 
years and commands a significant share of 
the market in Botswana especially around 
tourist destinations such as Chobe, Maun, 
Okavango Delta, Kasane, which is now 
extending to Victoria Falls and later to 
Livingstone in Zambia.

Mr Weyl said the post Covid-19 era 
was all about recovery of industry hence 
the need to connect destinations that are 
inaccessible by road.

“Volumes will be low initially but we are 
hoping to boost confidence to travel. We 
thank CAAZ (Civil Aviation Authority of 
Zimbabwe) as they have been extremely 
supportive, a clear indication that they want 
to see tourism recovering,” he said. 

Tony Gilby, Tlou Energy MD

Orange Money CEO, Seabelo Pilane
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENTS
The University is looking for quali�ed and experienced individuals for the below stated positions; The positions are tenable at the 
BIUST Campus, Palapye. The positions are o�ered on �xed term contract of �ve (5) years. 

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMICAL AND FORENSIC SCIENCES

1. LECTURER IN WILDLIFE FORENSIC SCIENCE

MAIN PURPOSE OF THE JOB

To teach and educate undergraduate and graduate students in Wildlife 
Forensics and to build the knowledge base in Wildlife Forensic Science 
through research and publications. To administer teaching activities within 
the discipline of Wildlife Forensics and provide leadership at the module or 
course level. To establish a national and international research reputation in 
the �eld of Wildlife Forensic Science. To be active in professional service 
related to Wildlife Forensics.

QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE 

• PhD in Forensic Science or MSc in Forensic Science and PhD in related 
�eld specializing in Wildlife Forensics or PhD in related discipline and 
professional experience in Wildlife Forensic Science

• Proven specialist knowledge and experience in forensic analysis of 
nonhuman DNA for species identi�cation and assignment of 
unidenti�ed samples to a particular individual of a certain species

• Must be knowledgeable in the investigation and handling of various 
types of crime scenes especially those related to Wildlife 

• Must be knowledgeable in international laws applicable to trade in 
wildlife products and the role of the various international organizations 
involved in policing this trade 

• Must be knowledgeable in the role of forensic science in collecting 
intelligence on organized criminal trade in wildlife and wildlife 
products as well as understand and apply the methods used in 
detection of undeclared wildlife products at national borders

• Should be able to teach introductory forensic science courses 
• Teaching experience and supervision of undergraduate and 

postgraduate students will be considered as added advantages
• Record of attracting research grants is an added advantage
• Demonstrated and sustained excellent leadership in academic and 

Professional �eld is an added advantage 
• Research and publications will be considered as an added advantage

KEY COMPETENCIES/ SKILLS
 
• In depth understanding of own specialization to enable the 

development of new knowledge, innovation and understanding within 
the �eld

• Ability to prepare and submit proposals and applications to external 
bodies’ e.g. for funding and accreditation purposes

• Understanding of academic management structures and their 
functioning

• Excellent knowledge of the international academic discipline 
environment  

• Involvement in professional activities where applicable
• Effective communication skills 

2. LECTURER FORENSIC SCIENCE

•  A PhD in Forensic Science or MSc in Forensic Science and a PhD in a 
related discipline or a PhD in related discipline and professional 
experience in Forensic Science

•  Proven knowledge and experience in Forensic criminalistics and trace 
evidence analysis as well as forensic science laboratory techniques

•  Should be knowledgeable in crime scene management including the 
handling of di�erent types of forensic evidence.

•  Should be able to teach other topics in forensic science such as 
document examination, impression evidence, blood pattern analysis 
and other related topics.

• Teaching experience and supervision of undergraduate and 
postgraduate students will be considered as added advantages

•  Research and publications will be considered as added advantage

KEY COMPETENCIES/ SKILLS

•  In depth understanding of own specialization to enable the 
development of new knowledge, innovation and understanding within 
the �eld.

•  Ability to prepare and submit proposals and applications to external 
bodies e.g., for funding and accreditation purposes

•  Understanding of academic management structures and their 
functioning

•  Excellent knowledge of the international academic discipline 
environment

•  Involvement in professional activities where applicable
•  Effective communication skills

The University o�ers an attractive package commensurate with quali�cation 
and experience.

If you meet the requirements of the above stated positions please send your 
application letter and detailed Curriculum Vitae including at least three (3) 
recent professional references to;

Director, Human Resources at the email address below. 
recruitment.chemforensic@biust.ac.bw

This advert is open until �lled.

Processing of applications will commence on 01 June 2021

ONLY SHORTLISTED CANDIDATES WILL BE RESPONDED TO.

For any further enquiries, you may call Ms Taolo/ Ms Oleseng 4931307/49413

BIUST | Driving Change
www.biust.ac.bw

FACULTY OF SCIENCES EXTERNAL VACANCY CIRCULAR NO. 2 OF 2021

Botswana Unified Revenue Service (BURS) is a semi-autonomous 
organisation of Government responsible for assessing and collecting 
tax revenue as well as border administration. BURS invites dynamic, 
self-motivated and qualified citizens of Botswana to visit the BURS 
website and apply for the following positions:

1. Operational Risk Specialist – Gaborone x 3
2. Technical Analyst, Networks – Gaborone x 1
3. Graphic Designer – Gaborone x 1
4. Principal Legal Services Officer – Gaborone x 1
5. HR Business Partner North – Francistown x 1

Kindly access the advert at BURS website, BURS Facebook and twitter 
pages/sites as follows:

Website: www.burs.org.bw

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/ BotswanaUnifiedRevenueService/

Twitter: @TheOfficialBURS

Director, Human Resources
Botswana Unified Revenue Service,
Plot 54379 CBD, Tower Block – 5th Floor
Private Bag 0013
Gaborone

For more information regarding these positions, please contact the Human Resources 
office at these numbers: Ms. M. Bothata 3638472, Ms. A. B. Tlhankane @ 3638351, 
Ms. E. Mmereki @ 3638932. 

Closing date: 7th May 2021 at 16:30 hours

ROXANNE HENDERSON 
Bloomberg News

The global pandemic was a 
moment of vindication for African 
sovereign wealth funds focused 

on their local economies as the Covid-19 
crisis stoked demand across industries from 
pharmaceuticals to farming.

A report published on Wednesday by the 
International Forum of Sovereign Wealth 
Funds and Franklin Templeton found that 
“for those sovereign wealth funds that do 
invest domestically, the pandemic has been 
a boon.”

“The demands of the pandemic 
stimulated domestic industries in which 
they were already invested, such as health 
care, agribusiness and digital technology, 
because their products were in high demand 
in 2020,” it said.

A dislocation in markets caused by the 

coronavirus pandemic soon gave way to the 
challenge of shielding economies in Africa 
that were already starved of investment 
and held back by corruption and instability. 
As wealth funds from Angola, Botswana, 
Ghana and Nigeria stepped in to help 
finance public spending, others looked to 
boost returns at a time of extra low interest 
rates by considering greater allocations to 
emerging markets such as China, according 
to the report.

The study consisted of interviews with 
officials at institutions either operating 
or planning a wealth fund and included 
a survey of eight of Africa’s established 
sovereign wealth funds.

New Breed
“The sovereign wealth funds of Africa 

are at the forefront of a new breed of 
state-owned investors that are looking to 
attract capital into their home economies 
to accelerate economic development, rather 

Pandemic a ‘boon’ for African Wealth Funds  
than deploy capital into global financial 
markets,” the report said.

While small by global standards, the size 
of African wealth funds is “commensurate” 
with their economies, it said.

Excluding the holdings of the Libyan 
Investment Authority, which are frozen 
under international sanctions, total assets 
under management in 2020 reached 
only $22.8 billion across 13 funds. The 
Egyptian sovereign fund’s authorized capital 
accounted for more than half.

Three-quarters of the continent’s funds 
surveyed were mandated in some form to 
aid domestic growth. While focusing on 
driving development in their countries, they 
must also contend with low levels of trust 
from international investors that consider 
Africa to be risky or projects to betoo small.

Climate Change
Some of the funds found it harder to 

direct capital toward projects favoring 
environmental, social and governance 
objectives amid a common perception that 
the idea of climate change is “a way for the 
West to keep Africa subjugated,” the report 
said. Instead, they focus on addressing 
challenges caused by climate change, such 
as food and energy security.

About 60% of African sovereign wealth 
funds surveyed had multiple mandates and 
some of these were grappling with deciding 
on their priorities and allocating skills.

While partnerships with continental 
peers represent a strategy that could be 
used to overcome some of the obstacles 
driving away foreign investment, such 
“collaboration is only in its infancy,” the 
report found. Among the funds surveyed, 
83% said collaboration with other similar 
African state-owned investors was 
insufficient.

After the pandemic, sovereign funds 
in Africa will remain on the frontline of 
harnessing capital for their economies.

“For those countries that already have 
hefty debt burdens, sovereign wealth funds 
will need to play an important role in 
attracting international capital into their 
economies to stimulate post-Covid-19 
economic growth,” the report said.

[Bloomberg] 

E
volve Back, one of India’s leading 
luxury experiential resorts has launched 
their first ever international property in 

Central Kalahari, Botswana in South Africa.
Known as the ‘Evolve Back Gham Dhao 

Lodge’, the name ‘Gham Dhao’ is from the 
local San language and translates as ‘Tracks 
of the Lion’ in English, the luxury resort 
is located on the northern boundary of 
Botswana’s Central Kalahari Game Reserve 
(CKGR).

Situated in its own 11,000-hectare private 
game reserve, the lodge offers a classic 
Kalahari experience, with game viewing and 
personal interaction with the indigenous 
San people of Kalahari. The guests at Evolve 
Back Gham Dhao Lodge will experience 
personalized game drives led by expert 
Rangers, nature walks with the San people and 
bush dinners deep in the African wilderness 
under the breath-taking night skies.

The property features three categories 
of luxury tented accommodation with the 
maximum capacity of twenty guests thus 
ensuring exclusivity that defines contemporary 

luxury, allowing you to experience the 
Kalahari at your own pace. The resort has its 
own private airstrip located in the heart of the 
Kalahari to make it easily accessible within 
Botswana.

Adds Jose Ramapuram, Director-Marketing, 
Evolve Back Luxury Resorts, “This has 
been a dream project for us. Africa is the 
most premium market today and we chose 
Botswana because we believe in going to 
non-commercial places and building it up 
while retaining its natural wilderness.  With 
this property, our aim is to create incredible 
immersive experiences for our guests by 
introducing them to every aspect of Kalahari 
from its famed night skies and unique wildlife 
to the resident San people and their ancient 
culture. We want to globally reiterate our belief 
of being one with the land and while doing 
that we want to promote low-impact, high-end 
tourism”.

For their first international project Evolve 
Back zeroed in on Botswana because apart 
from having extraordinary wildlife offerings, 
it has a stable democracy and the highest per 

capita income in Africa. Botswana is also a 
country that is not overtly commercialised and 
strongly focuses on “high-end low-volume” 
tourism, maintaining the natural and wild 
surrounding that Evolve Back resorts are best 
known for.

Established in 1961 and measuring a little 
over 52000 sq. km, the Central Kalahari 
Game Reserve is the second largest game 
reserve in the world. Located in the centre of 
the Kalahari Desert, it is a distinct ecological 
unit that links the woodlands of the northern 
Kalahari with the thornveld and scrub plains 
of the south making it home to many exotic 
species such as the Lion, Leopard, the elusive 
Brown Hyena, Gemsbok, Blue Wildebeest 
and Eland. The Kalahari Desert is a large 
basin like plain located in the interior plateau 
of Southern Africa. It stretches across most 
of Botswana, eastern Namibia and parts of 
the Northern Cape province in South Africa. 
The spectacular location are the highlights of 
the Evolve Back Gham Dhao Lodge, which 
is now open for guests across the world. 
[hotelierindia.com]

Evolve Back launches its first ever 
international property in Kalahari 
The property features three categories of luxury tented accommodation with 
the maximum capacity of twenty guests thus ensuring exclusivity that defines 
contemporary luxury
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INVITATION TO TENDER

 

 

 

                 
 
Suitably qualified 100 % Cit izen Owned service providers are hereby invited to tender for the 
following services to Debswana Diamond Company (Pty) Ltd at Jwaneng Mine: 
 
Management of Contractor’s Camp at Jwaneng Mine  
 
Brief 
 
Debswana invites suitably qualified Citizen Owned Companies for Management of the Camp who are 
fully licensed and registered with the Government of Botswana with experience in Hospitality for the 
PROVISION OF MANAGEMENT OF THE CONTRACTOR’S CAMP AT JWANENG MINE. The 
service is to provide the management of camp rooms, offer cleaning, catering, land scape services and 
maintenance of facility with 1856 rooms. This includes preparing three meals per day for 2000 people 
when the camp is at full capacity. Only Companies who can demonstrate commitment to meaningful 
employment of citizens, local procurement as well as experience in provision of services of a similar 
nature and scale are invited to tender. This tender is open to all qualifying Companies irrespective of 
whether they are registered with Debswana or not.  
 
SITE VISIT 
 
Tenderers are required to attend the compulsory site visit to familiarize themselves with the Site, the 
scope of services and the conditions under which the Services are to be provided. The site visit will start 
at 1100hrs on the 23rd February 2021. For directions to the Jwaneng Mine Contractors’ Camp 
(GPS Coordinates: 24°36’18” S, 24°42’24” S), kindly contact Ms. Lekhidi Molokomme on +267 588 
4914 or email lmolokomme@debswana.bw 
 
Tenderers are required to arrange their own transport and accommodation. Please note that Covid - 19 
Protocols will apply; therefore, tenderers are expected to have done the covid-19 test and present the 
negative test results (not loner than 48hrs). Number of representatives is limited to 1person per 
company. 
 
Please bring your own hard hat, steel toed boots, reflective vest, ear plugs and goggles. 
 
All queries relating to location and time of the site visit should be raised before the date of the site visit. 
 
Tendering on Ariba 
 
Debswana has adopted SAP Ariba – an online bidding and supplier management solution for all its 
tendering and supplier registration requirements. 
 
Bidders who wish to participate in this tender will need to register their interest with Monica Mpaesele-
Kitsi at mmpaesele@debswana.bw contact +267 71383791. The closing time for showing interest 
is on 19th February 2021 at 1600hrs 
 
Bidders who are already registered with Debswana on SAP Ariba should just register their interest on the 
RFP as per Part 2 below. 
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Suitably qualified, experienced and fully registered Citizen owned entities (More than 50% Citizen Ownership) are 
hereby invited to tender for the following services to Debswana Diamond Company (Pty) Ltd at Orapa Mines:

Doc650002254 - RFP_Provision of Waste Management Services at Orapa, Letlhakane and Damtshaa Mines.

Brief
The scope of work shall comprise of all service necessary for daily waste management including the collection, transport and 
disposal of general residential, operational and construction / building waste for the entire Orapa lease area including but not 
limited to the township, certain identified residential houses in Letlhakane, and the mine operations at Orapa, Letlhakane and 
Damtshaa mines, and any other areas as will be set out in the scope of work, all said areas falling within the Orapa lease area, 
and Letlhakane and Damtshaa mine operations. 

The proposed contract shall run for three years with rate review on annual basis. Contractor shall be expected to conform to 
all applicable laws and guidelines regarding waste management services as well as conformance to Debswana standard and 
procedures including C0VID-19 regulations.

Pre-Bid Meeting: 

Prospective tenderers are required to attend a Compulsory Pre-Bid Meeting in order to get more clarity on the scope of services 
and the conditions under which the services are to be executed. Tenderers will also have an opportunity to ask questions on the 
scope of services. 

Owing to the on-going COVID-19, pandemic, the Pre-Bid Meeting will be conducted via Microsoft Teams® platform in lieu of Site 
Visits. The invitation to participate in the Pre-Bid meeting will be sent to bidders who have registered their interest to participate 
as per instructions below. The details of the Pre-Bid Meeting are as follows: 

Date: 19th May 2021 
Time: 09:00 – 1100 hrs 
Venue:  Online through Microsoft Teams ® Meeting 

Tendering on Ariba

Debswana has adopted SAP Ariba – an online bidding and supplier management solution for all its tendering and supplier 
registration requirements. . There is no requirement to purchase the Tender document. Please Contact Mr. Oteng Chelane at 
OChelane@debswana.bw, Telephone 3648008 specifically for supplier registration on SAP Ariba Platform and Mrs. Gape 
Masilonyane at GMasilonyane@debswana.bw, Telephone 2902239 for support around SAP ARIBA Platform.  

Interested tenderers who wish to participate in the tender should follow the Steps in Part 2 and/or Part 1.

Tenderers who are already registered with Debswana on SAP Ariba should just register their interest on the RFP as per instructions 
on Part 2 below. Those not registered as Debswana Suppliers on SAP Ariba platform will need to complete the following steps in 
Part 1 & 2. 

Part 1: Registering as a vendor on SAP Ariba
To participate in any event on SAP Ariba, a supplier will need to be registered on SAP Ariba and have a valid SAP Ariba Network 
Supplier account and profile by following the steps below:
 1. Go to Debswana SAP Ariba self-registration page:
   (https://s1-eu.ariba.com/Sourcing/Main/ad/selfRegistration/?realm=debswana)  
 2. Initiate Account creation 
  3. Complete account registration 
 4. Once you have SAP Ariba Network Supplier Account and access credentials, proceed to Part 2 below:

Part 2: Indicating Interest to Participate in the RFP (for Ariba Registered Suppliers)
 1. Register your interest by sending an email to Gape Masilonyane at GMasilonyane@debswana.bw before 12noon on 

Wednesday 12th May 2021 as follows:

i. Subject of the Email should be “Doc650002254 - RFP_Provision of Waste Management Services 
at Orapa, Letlhakane and Damtshaa Mines – Expression of Interest”

ii. State Name of the Company as registered in Part 1 above.
iii. State Name of contact persons
iv. State Contact Details of the Contact person (i.e. phone numbers, email address, postal & physical address)

 2. Debswana will then invite you to participate in the RFP. 
 3. Once invited by Debswana, you will receive an email notification from SAP Ariba that you have been invited to participate 

in the RFP
 4. Respond to the RFP and submit through SAP Ariba platform  

Submission

Tenderers are required to submit their respective bids on or before the 2nd June 2021 at 12 noon through the Debswana SAP 
Ariba platform as per the instructions to be provided. 

Tenders received via telephone, telex, email or facsimile will not be considered. Debswana reserves the right to accept or reject any 
tender and does not bind itself to accept the lowest or any portion of any tender.

For any enquiries please contact Gape Masilonyane at – Tel: +267 290 2239 or e-mail: GMasilonyane@debswana.bw 

This tender notice can also be viewed at:  http://www.debswana.com/Supply-Chain/Pages/Current-Public-Tenders.aspx

F aced with declining demand for 
its diamonds, Botswana, Africa’s top 
producer of the gems, is recording 

modest success in its attempts to diversify 
the economy and reduce reliance on the 
minerals.

Demand for the gems has been reducing 
over the years, a situation that has worsened 
during the COVID-19 pandemic—which 
also severely affected the tourism sector, the 
country’s second-biggest revenue earner.

The latest figures from Statistics 
Botswana for January indicate that 
Botswana’s total export value rose by 43.7 
percent—approximately $239,800 from 
$548,890 recorded for December 2020 to 
$788,690 during the month under review. 
Exports from non-diamonds—mainly 

machinery and electrical equipment, salt 
and soda, gold, and other goods—reached 
$42,589.

Although the January exports figures 
suggest an increase in the value of diamond 
exports, authorities are worried that heavy 
reliance on the gems is not sustainable. It 
is for this reason that manufacturers in the 
country are now aggressively seeking export 
markets.

Apart from the pandemic igniting 
manufacturers’ appetite for export, the 
recent African Continental Free Trade 
Agreement (AfCFTA) has also spurred the 
enthusiasm.

Botswana Export Manufacturers 
Association is also eyeing the American, 
Asian and European markets.

Mmantlha Sankoloba, chief executive 

of Botswana Export Manufacturers 
Association, is optimistic that Botswana’s 
products are ready to compete globally, as 
the search for an alternative export revenue 
earner goes on.

“The facts around Botswana’s product 
quality status are often misconstrued and 
linked to (perceived) inferiority,” Sankoloba 
told Zenger News.

“The potential for Botswana 
manufactured products to perform well in 
other markets is quite impressive,” she said.

Secret Kalahari director Johannes Visagie, 
whose company Donkey Milk Industries is 
already exporting donkey milk products to 
the U.S., shared his views.

“COVID-19 has dealt a deadly blow to 
small businesses in Botswana, and the only 
way out is to look for markets outside of 

Botswana seeks to diversify economy
Botswana,” Visagie told Zenger News.

“Our products are high-end, and we 
are looking for niche markets. Customers 
value donkey milk for its high cosmetic 
properties,” he said. Visagie is yet to 
establish exactly how much product his 
company can export per annum, but he is 
soon rolling out an aggressive advertising 
campaign.

“It is too soon to establish trends because 
we are still very new in the market,” he said.

“The aim is to have enough variants of 
products with good marketing to reach 
$1 million turnover per annum. We have 
only two products on Amazon. We have 
just added another six to make eight.” He 
intends to spend $16,445 to upgrade their 
marketing level on Amazon from “silver” to 
“platinum” to give his milk products better 
visibility on the retail giant’s platform. 

Exports from non-diamonds—mainly 
machinery and electrical equipment, salt 
and soda, gold, and other goods—reached 
$42,589. (Wolfgang Hasselmann/Unsplash)

Another celebrated exporter from the 
country is the Botswana Vaccine Institute 
Limited, which manufactures animal 
vaccines exported to the Southern Africa 
Development Community, West and East 
Africa, North Africa, and the Middle East.

Other exporting success stories 
include Chrolide Exide Botswana, a battery 
manufacturing company exporting to 
South Africa, Namibia, Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland, and 
Angola.

Under tourism products, Botswana 
exports aluminum boats manufactured 
by Aliboats to South Africa, Namibia, 
Zambia, Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, and 
Europe.

Francistown Knitters exports school wear, 
corporate wear, security wear, industrial and 
sportswear to Zimbabwe and Zambia.

Though these companies and many 
others are making headway to capture 
foreign markets, others have found the 
going tough.

Otsile Moje, the owner of Euclea Crispa 
Limited, a company manufacturing sanitary 
pads, said he lost more than $185,000 
setting up a factory that was to supply both 

O nline trading is increasing in 
popularity as more people seek 
additional and convenient income 

options. To assist beginners kick off their 
trading journeys, Dany Mawas, Regional 
Director at INFINOX (www.INFINOX.
com) - a globally recognised CFD and FX 
trading broker which operates in Botswana 
- explains key financial instruments that 
are great options for beginner traders to get 
started with.

Mawas says that while the market 
presents a vast array of earning potential, all 
beginner traders need to first understand 
the differences between FX and CFD 
trading, and that there are several factors 
to determine before deciding on their 
preferred trading instrument.

FX Trading
“FX is the abbreviated term for forex, and 

is the instrument for trading international 
currencies,” he says. “With markets reacting 
to daily geopolitical and economic affairs, 
the forex market is ideal for speculating on 
world events and taking advantage of trade 
opportunities.”

Mawas points out that the forex market 
is exceptionally popular with traders and is 
the largest market in the world with more 
than $5trn traded everyday. This, he says, 
creates a hugely liquid market and makes it 
easy to enter and exit at the price you want 
to, therefore increasing trade opportunities 
for all types of trader. Additionally, forex 
instruments also provide a significant 
amount of leverage, and volatility, thus 
making it one of the most accessible 
instruments to trade.

CFD Trading
CFD or ‘Contract for Difference’ is a 

financial instrument used to make a profit 
on the price change of an asset without 
having to own it. As such, the trader 
doesn’t need to buy a particular stock or 
commodity to make a profit in the future. 
Instead, the contract between a buyer and 
a seller provides traders with the ability to 
trade on margin without owning an asset 
outright.

The value and movements of a contract 
do follow the underlying asset, but note that 
it is not directly pinned to the price, which 
is why you might see slight differences 
between brokers. A CFD is a broad asset 
class, with traders able to buy and sell CFDs 
in the following:

CFD Equities: These allow traders to 
trade the share prices of some of the world’s 
largest companies and most popular 

Dany Mawas explains key financial instruments that are great options for 
beginner traders to get started with

How to start online trading

brands using smaller margin amounts. 
Furthermore, they allow traders to access 
global stock markets and take advantage of 
rising and falling share prices.

CFD Indices: Indices are one of the most 
popular instruments to trade, and allow 
traders to buy and sell the value of the entire 
stock market in a single trade. They’re a 
great asset to speculate on world events as 
well as diversifying an investment portfolio.

CFD Commodities: The world revolves 
around commodities and CFD commodity 
trading allows traders to speculate on the 
price of assets such as precious metals, 
energies or agriculture. As global events 
shape demand and supply, speculators 
will look to take advantage of trade 
opportunities or use them as a tool to 
manage their risk.

CFD Futures: Futures contracts are 
standardised contracts with a fixed quantity, 
price and delivery location that serve as a 
legal agreement to purchase an asset at a 
fixed price in the future. Most commonly, 
futures contracts are used for trading 
commodities such as soybean, cocoa and 
crude oil, amongst others. They’re another 
great way to get exposure to popular 
markets.

Factors to consider when choosing a 
trading instrument

Mawas says beginner traders need to 
consider several factors before investing 
in their chosen instrument, including 
liquidity, volatility, low transaction costs and 
availability of information.

“Liquidity refers to the ease in which 
traders can buy and sell their chosen 
instrument, with high levels of liquidity 
seen as easier to trade,” he explains. “The 

volatility of an instrument refers to its 
continuous rise and fall, with a highly 
volatile instrument favouring traders - 
owing to its higher risk and greater profit 
possibilities.”

Mawas adds that traders should look for 
an instrument that features low transaction 
costs as this will allow them to generate 
greater returns. “One must, however, be 
aware that their preferred broker may 
charge a minimal trading fee depending on 
the instrument chosen.”

“The best financial instrument to 
trade depends on several factors, and for 
beginners, their budgets should dictate the 
type of instruments they trade,” he says. 
“Traders should also choose a broker that 
not only offers them support by being easily 
contactable with a local presence, but also 
offers learning resources.”

Another viable way to learn and 
kickstart your trading journey is via online 
community apps, such as IX Social. Here, 
traders can share knowledge, trades and 
experiences with like-minded people. Users 
are put in the driving seat with the latest 
news, community trending topics, top 
traders of the day and the latest prices all in 
one place.

“Its easy-to-use functionality, coupled 
with an auto-copy feature allows you to 
automatically copy the top traders and 
receive the same results. This makes it the 
ideal platform for beginner traders to learn 
and grow,” concludes Mawas.

Distributed by APO Group on behalf of 
INFINOX Capital.

SOURCE: INFINOX Capital

Recently Botswana Export Manufacturers 
Association signed a collaboration 
agreement with Indian Importers Chambers 
of Commerce & Industry.

Last year Bank of Botswana governor 
Moses Pelaelo announced that the 
economy’s export potential has shrunk over 
the past five years, as a proportion of the 
GDP, as uncertainties have enveloped the 
diamond trade.

Although the January exports figures 
suggest an increase in the value of 
diamond exports, authorities are worried 
that heavy reliance on the gems is not 
sustainable. (Sabrinna Ringquist/Unsplash)

In February, he challenged the business 
community to rally behind the Bank 
of Botswana’s expansionary monetary 
and fiscal policies to boost prospects for 
economic recovery.

“The redesign of industrial and 
trade policies to promote exports, the 
transition towards the digital economy, 
greater financial inclusion and broader 
participation by all segments of society 
in productive economic activities, should 
result in fast-tracking the recovery, as well as 
enhancing economic resilience and moving 
the economy to a high-income status,” said 
Pelaelo, while launching a monetary policy 
in Gaborone.

The government is also bolstering the 
export initiative. The former minister of 
finance, Thapelo Matsheka, while presenting 
the country’s 2021/22 fiscal year proposal in 
February, said the promotion of export-led 
growth requires improved competitiveness 
and productivity, focusing on reducing the 
costs of domestic production and removing 
trade barriers.

“Hence, competitiveness will be the 
overriding criteria to gauge all government 
policies and measures. For export-led 
growth to be achieved, the criteria must 
be applied systematically to the review 
of all government decisions and all 
major policy frameworks, systems, and 
procedures in the economic, labor, and 
social areas,” said Matsheka. . [zenger.news; 
jacksonvillefreepress.com]

(Edited by Kipchumba Some and Amrita 
Das. Map by Urvashi M

local and export market.
Moje bemoaned the lack of support to 

local manufacturers before seeking markets 
outside the borders.

“Botswana manufacturers are competing 
on an uneven playing ground,” Moje told 
Zenger News, noting that the government 
has allowed substandard products to 
dominate the local market.

Sankoloba said although the minerals 
sector has dominated Botswana’s economy 
over the past years, with efforts to diversify 
the economy, certain products have shown 
tremendous potential.

“The furniture sector is a great example 
of a product to pick from. We have a very 
organized yet competitive furniture sector 
in Botswana, producing a range of products 
from household, school to office furniture.”

Sankoloba said the local market is 
small—Botswana’s population is around 2.3 
million—and cannot sustain the desire for 
growth, hence an endless search for new 
markets.

“We have established great working 
relations with foreign counterparts from 
across Africa, U.S., Europe, and Asia,” she 
said.

Dany Mawas, Regional Director at INFINOX

Sankoloba

Sankoloba
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Promoting access to safe medicines 
FS 739935

  Plot 112, International Finance Park, Gaborone
  Private Bag 2, Gaborone Station, Botswana
  +267 373 1727/20
  Toll Free : 0800 600 216
  info@bomra.co.bw 

  Botswana Medicines Regulatory Authority
  www.bomra.co.bw

PUBLIC 
NOTICE
27TH APRIL 2021

VIRTUAL STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT - COMPLEMENTARY 

MEDICINES & COSMETICS  
The Botswana Medicines Regulatory Authority (BoMRA) will conduct virtual stakeholder sessions 
to discuss the registrability of medicines and listing requirements for cosmetics.
The engagements will be scheduled as follows:

Tuesday 25th May 2021 from 0900 – 1200 hours Session 1:
Listing of Cosmetics  

Tuesday 25th May 2021 from 1400 – 1700 hours Session 2:
Listing of Cosmetics

Wednesday 26th May 2021 from 0900 – 1200hrs 
Session 3:
Registrability process 
{borderline substances}

To confirm your participation please send an RSVP no later than  15th May 2021 to the following 
email addresses: 
Confirmation of Sessions 1 and 2 should be sent to: cosmetics.services@bomra.co.bw 
Confirmation of Session 3 should be sent to compmeds.services@bomra.co.bw

Detailed information regarding each stakeholder engagement session will be communicated 
directly to the participants via email. 

For more information please contact Botswana Medicines Regulatory Authority at:
compmeds.services@bomra.co.bw or  cosmetics.services@bomra.co.bw.
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Representative from the Office of the President - Mma Moalosi

Representative from Botswana Police Project Overview by Tebogo Gareitsanye

Opening remarks by Cindy Kelemi

Note from coach Legodile Seganabeng

Note from coach Charles Kakomee

Sharing her experiences with women living with disabilty - Gosego Mosolwa

Cindy Kelemi with Lesedi

Arrival and registration

Group picture

Cindy Kelemi presenting the book ‘VOICES ONCE SUPPRESSED’ now speak out loud book

BONELA PROMOTES SEXUAL REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH 
AND RIGHTS FOR WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES

The Botswana Network on Ethics, Law 
and HIV/AIDS (BONELA) has successfully 
launched a book that is aims to advance  
Universal Access to Sexual Reproductive 
Health and Rights (SRHR) Services for 

Women with Disabilities in Botswana. The book 
consists of stories documented by women with 
disabilities on the challenges they face including 
negligence from family, discrimination and being 
denied access to education.

Launched on Wednesday and dubbed the “Voices: 
Once Suppressed Now Speak Loud. Elevating Voices of 
Women with Disability in Botswana” the book is meant to 
advocate for inclusiveness of people with disabilities in the 
provision of Health Services.

Launching the book, BONELA Executive Director Cindy 
Kelemi said that advocacy is very important in advancing the 
sexual reproductive and health rights of women with disabilities. 
She noted that investing in Sexual Reproductive Health and Rights 
of women with disabilities is key in influencing action for law and 
policy adding that BONELA is committed to advocate for change.

“Gender equality is a prerequisite for fully achieving Sexual 
Reproductive Health and Rights for women living with disabilities. 
The inequalities in the enjoyment of Sexual Reproductive Health 
and Rights for women with disabilities needs to be addressed 
promptly,” stressed Kelemi, adding that often women with 
disabilities experience gender discrimination which compounds 
the inequalities along economic, social and health creation hence it 
creates severe obstacles for their lives.

“Poor Sexual Reproductive Health outcomes constrains 
potential access by women and girls with disability to education, 
employment and equal income-earning opportunities. This 
undermines their ability to participate on an equal basis in all 
spheres of life,” said Kelemi, reiterating that there are people in 
communities who view people with disabilities as bringing/having 
bad luck to the extent that even some families have a tendency to 
neglect or disown them. 

So, the BONELA Executive Director stated that the organisation 
works with a number of groups including women, children, 
migrants, prison inmates and migrants as they also make up 
vulnerable groups.

According to her, BONELA is committed to ensuring full 

participation of women with disabilities in the socio 
and economic spheres, saying that for this to be 

realized key stakeholders need to act. Giving the project 
overview, Policy and Legal Coordinator at BONELA, 

Tebogo Gareitsanye said since  2014 BONELA has 
programmes tailored specifically for the people with 

disabilities. 
This project entails looking at the real life 

situations of people with disabilities such as 
whether they have access to health as well as 

community participation among others. “In 2016 BONELA 
commenced a journey to advocate for PWDs and this 
was done through  community engagements in Palapye, 

Francistown and Gaborone. Following these engagements 
women were approached to share their stories in the book 
so as to advocate for their rights and equality,’’ she said.

In addition, Gareitsanye noted that according to the research it 
is evident that women with disabilities still don’t fully enjoy their  
sexual reproductive health and rights thus making them vulnerable 
to GBV. She said coaches were engaged to help women to tell their 
stories in a creative manner that could spread the message that 
could change people’s perception about women with disabilities.

One of the coaches, Legodile Segabaneng said the book 
contains original life stories from the women which were identified 
as having been bullied, neglected and sexually abused. He noted 
that the authors had to be creative so that the message reflect 
challenges on ground. According to him, the book should be used 
as direction for advocacy on issues that affect the people with 
disability commending BONELA for its sterling jobs when it comes 
for advocacy.

Narrating her ordeal, Gosego Mosolwa said her life became hell 
after she suffered a car accident which claimed lives of her parents 
while she was left paralyzed, and now uses a wheelchair. Despite 
all the abuse from her family, Mosolwa said she remained resolute 
as she accepted that her disability is not an inability to change her 
life urging other people with disability to be focused.

Kelemi underscored that it is important for BONELA to partner 
with important stakeholders such as the Botswana Police, Social 
Workers and families of people living with disabilities in an 
endeavour to promote education on Sexual Reproductive Health 
and Rights of PWDs.
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L ast year (2020), Botswana experienced a 
surge in number of Gender based violence 
(GBV) especially against women and children 

during lockdown that was imposed to control the 
spread of corona virus pandemic. 

Following increase in these cases, government set 
up special courts dedicated  to gender based violence  
and related cases. Other stakeholders which included 
individuals also took part in sensitizing the community 
about the impact of gender based violence. While most 
of the victims of GBV choose to stay mum,  for fear of 
being stigmatized, some had chosen to talk about their 
experience.

In an interview, Janet Taunyane, a 36 year old, 
GBV and Mental health activist and survivor from 
Serowe, on Thursday, she said the experience she went 
through  with gender based violence contributed to her 
activism. “I am generally a loving person, and I also 
had a experience with GBV, where I was raped when 
I was doing standard 2 by our garden boy in Selibe 
Phikwe and I was also molested by my father’s friend 
when I was doing standard 5,” she said.

She said the two incidents which she never reported 
to both the police and her parents left her traumatized. 
“I never told my family, the garden boy was discovered 
by our maid on top of me before he ran away, I was 

only doing standard two, my expectation was that she 
will tell my parents, so she never said anything, I also 
kept quite and lived with that in my head,” she said.

However to cope, Taunyane said she managed 
to block the ordeal for most of her life. She said 
nevertheless the trauma was triggered while at the 
university in 2008 where she joined a club that helped 
orphan children, abused children  and some who went 
through the same ordeal. “I ended up getting sick, 
those who counselled me, according to what they told 
me is that when something like that happen, usually a 
person’s reaction is to put that at the back of their head 
and sort of forget about it for sometime, you become 
numb, I became numb for most of my childhood, but 
when I got to the university, my involvement with 
helping the abused children triggered what I have 
forgotten and I broke down and went into depression, 
went through anxiety and even as far as schizophrenia,” 
she said.

“So I started medication on that, I have been on 
medication since 2009, but I feel I am winning the 
battle of mental health, because it was a trauma that 
happened  and it never goes away, you don’t forget 
it, I have to deal with it everyday, and I have positive 
things to say to myself and to people out there who 
had experienced GBV, that you can be courageous, you 
can be positive, so everything I wrote in a book that i 
compiled,” she added.

 Taunyane said the book which was published in 

2018, and titled RISE is an inspirational, 
and motivational book. “The 
reason why I titled it RISE 
is because when you have 
gone through this things, 
you become dead, you are 
robbed of your innocence, 
you just don’t know how to 
live anymore, so I am saying 
to the people let’s  just rise 
and take this life head on, 
we can make it, we can beat 
what the devil is trying to 
do, the negative thing that 
happened was meant to 
suppress me and kill me, so 
I am rising I am ignoring 
that fact and choosing 
another direction of my 
life, so it must be upward,”  
she explained. 

“ The book entails the 
experiences I went through 
from childhood, the abuse, 
the way I was, how I coped 
up until I  became strong, 
living with mental health, 
people don’t understand that it is an everyday battle, it 
is all entailed in this book,” she further explained. 

She said the book also act 
as a guideline for parents of 
how to raise their children, 
how to relate with their 
children, so that they may 
be able to open up to them  
whenever they are in 
trouble or they experience 
abuse.

She further said 
the book is basically a 
guideline, as it gives a lot 
of principles of how to 
live and how to go about 
things from somebody 
who had been through the 
most of life.

Furthermore Taunyane 
said writing the book 
which can be accessed 
on playstore and 
downloaded under ixcess 
at a reasonable fee helped 
her heal. “What I can tell 
you is that I am healed, 
I have forgiven, I no 

longer have that torment 
in my mind, it healed me to keep looking forward, not 
what happened in the past,” she said.

‘Writing 
a book 
helped 
me heal’ 

W ith the pandemic decimating 
the tourist industry, locals are 
delighted to welcome visitors 

back to this magnificent wildlife haven
A mokoro ride is a staple of a visit to 

Botswana’s tourism crown jewel — the place 
where the mighty Okavango River flows in 
from the Angolan highlands, splintering off 
across 15,000 square kilometers of African 
plains towards the Kalahari Desert. 

Being punted along by a wiry villager 
from a neighboring village, who stands 
sentinel at the back of the canoe with a large 
pole, reminiscent of a Venetian gondolier, 
is a favored experience for international 
tourists, and the waterways are often full 
with foreign faces taking in the country’s 
famed wildlife. But not this year, of course.

The serenity of floating through one of 
the Delta’s famed papyrus-lined channels 
is the hard-earned pay off for the assault 
course you have to conquer to arrive here.  
The two-hour speedboat ride to your 
mokoro involves papyrus reeds, branches 
and large insects whipping your face while a 
strangled boat engine threatens to cut out as 
your guide deftly navigates the overgrown 
channels. 

There are no tourists around this year, our 
guide explained, and therefore less boats 
puttering through the channels to keep the 
fast-growing papyrus that dominates the 
Okavango back. Some channels are at risk 
of being swallowed forever. 

Botswana — like so many other 
tourism-reliant countries — is suffering 
from the COVID-19 pandemic’s impact 
on international travel. It closed its borders 
on March 24, 2020, and reopened eight 
months later, in a bid to lure back travellers. 

Beautiful Botswana: Exploring the Okavango Delta

It hasn’t yet been successful. During our trip 
to three camps in the Delta in January, we 
were only the second international guests to 
have arrived since the reopening. The vast 
majority of lodges across Botswana remain 
closed.

But there is a flip side to this. Botswana 
— which has long marketed itself as a 
luxury tourism destination (Prince Harry 
got engaged to Meghan Markle here) — 
offering opulent all-inclusive lodges that 
routinely run up to $4,000 per night, has 

had to bring down its nightly rates to 
incentivize locals to travel. 

The country has traditionaly favored a 
sustainable travel model similar to Rwanda 
and Bhutan — keeping prices high to ensure 
no mass tourism. Until now, most lodges 
in Botswana did not have “international” 
and “local” prices. But introducing the 
dual rates, sometimes a quarter of the 
international price, has worked to some 
extent. During December and the first 
week of January, Roots and Journeys, which 
operates water-based lodge Mopiri and 
land-based lodge Nokanyana, reported full 
houses. 

The company adamantly believes there 
is a mid-range market just waiting to be 
catered for in Botswana. Their $500 all-
inclusive offering is a fraction of the cost 
of other camps in the area, and though it’s 

a more rustic experience, you do get to see 
the same wildlife.  It was at Mopiri Camp 
that we took to the water on a mokoro ride.

While it can seem like a gimmick, 
the half-day excursion in a mokoro also 
demonstrates just how entwined many of 
the lodges are with their local communities. 
Food is purchased from the tiny nearby 
village of Etsha 6. 

Our mokoro guide, Alco, is from the 
neighboring village of Tsau.

“Corona was an eye-opener,” our camp 
guide Sediq says. “The locals poured in 
because it was cheap. 

We survived because of them.” The 5-star 
experiences are finding it just as hard. 
Nearby is one of Botswana’s most famous 
lodges: Belmond Savute Elephant Lodge. 
Located right in the middle of Chobe 
National Park, on the edge of a watering 

hole frequented by giant elephants, we are 
its only visitors. The camp has stayed open 
regardless — a commitment to keeping its 
staff in jobs. 

The staff member showing us to our 
rooms laughs as I suggest she must be 
annoyed at our interruption of a rare time 
of quiet. “No way,” she says. “We are so 
bored. We miss our guests. We get excited 
when people come.”

The elephants seem to agree. They’re out 
in force over the next few days, perhaps 
reveling in the lack of tourists. We spot lions 
crossing a tar-sealed road, gazelle aplenty 
and — the highlight — a pack of wild dogs 
reclining on a roadside. 

Our guide tells us we’re “very lucky”. But 
perhaps it’s just the animals reclaiming 
what’s rightfully theirs. [https://www.
arabnews.com]

W
ilderness Safaris has 
announced the opening of the 
completely rebuilt DumaTau Camp 

as well as Little DumaTau, a co-located but 
smaller and more intimate camp, in northern 
Botswana’s Linyanti Wilderness Reserve. 

The two new camps are situated on the 
same site as the previous DumaTau, to take 
advantage of the views over Osprey Lagoon 
and the prolific wildlife of the Linyanti 
conservation area. 

“DumaTau’s location at the end of the Great 
Rift Valley is truly extraordinary; the camps 
offer an unrivaled wilderness experience, with 
private access to Zibadianja Lagoon and more 
than 45 kilometers of exclusive traversing 
along Linyanti River frontage, as well as the 
north and south banks of the Savuti Channel,” 
said Wilderness Safaris Botswana managing 
director Kim Nixon.

The camps have been rebuilt with a focus on 
ensuring a cool environment during the heat 
of the day. The central Osprey Retreat between 
the two camps features a separate pool, deli 
and Safari Boutique area, as a third public 
space between the main area of each camp. 

Further upgrades include an extended 
deck (with plunge pool) and awnings to 
create pools of shade at each of DumaTau’s 
eight tented suites and the four suites at Little 
DumaTau. The camps both offer a full range of 
safari activities, including day and night game 
drives, boat excursions and guided nature 
walks led by expert guides. Guests at the 
DumaTau Camp can also enjoy customized 
spa experiences as part of the “restorative 
safari” concept.

https://www.travelweekly.com/

Wilderness Safaris 
opens two new 
camps in Botswana

A
frican Travel is offering an 
educational opportunity to top-selling 
Africa advisors. The company has 

compiled a new and exclusive educational 
safari visiting Botswana’s unspoiled wilderness 
as well as Victoria Falls. Over eight days, travel 
advisors and their companions can explore 
African Travel’s newest lodge, Red Carnation’s 
Xigera Safari Lodge, and experience the 
flexible safari experience the lodge offers. 
They’ll also enjoy an elephants’ paradise in 
the Chobe Game Reserve and visit Victoria 
Falls in Zimbabwe, exploring the “smoke 
that thunders” and game spotting along the 
Zambezi River.

Trip highlights include:
•	 Three	nights	at	the	ultraluxe	Xigera	Safari	

Lodge (double/twin share)
•	 Two	nights	at	the	five-star	Chobe	Game	

Lodge (double/twin share) 
•	 Two	nights	at	the	Victoria	Falls	River	Lodge	

(double/twin share)
•	 Internal	flights	in	Botswana	(Maun-

Okavango Delta-Kasane)
•	 Game	drives,	walking	and	water	safaris
•	 Meals	on	safari
•	 Meet	and	greet	services	
•	 Scheduled	transfers

The trip costs $2,899 and is available 
between April 1 and Oct. 31. Space is 
limited and only offered to top-producing 
advisors. After hosting a consumer event and 
confirming their first booking of seven nights 
or more, travel advisors will receive $200 cash 
back. https://www.travelweekly.com/

African Travel offers 
educational safari
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D ays after the New Yorker and 
The Trace jointly released footage 
of his botched elephant hunt in 

Botswana, National Rifle Association chief 
Wayne LaPierre faced questions about the 
embarrassing video during the group’s 
federal bankruptcy trial on Thursday.

A lawyer for the NRA’s former publicity 
firm Ackerman McQueen cited the footage, 
widely viewed as a public relations disaster 
for the gun group, to undermine the CEO’s 
testimony that he aimed to appeal to 
“mainstream America.”

“Not to ignore the elephant in the room, 
but let’s talk about elephants,” attorney Mike 
Gruber said.

An outtake of the 2013 Botswana hunting 
trip for the once-NRA sponsored TV show 
“Under Wild Skies,” the previously unseen 
footage shows LaPierre shooting at the 
elephant once, wounding the creature, and 
then again three times from point-blank 
range in the wrong spot. The show’s host 
delivered the kill shot in LaPierre’s place.

The New Yorker narrates:
Later that day, Susan LaPierre showed 

herself to be a better shot than her husband. 
After guides tracked down an elephant for 
her, Susan killed it, cut off its tail, and held it 
in the air. “Victory!” she shouted, laughing. 
“That’s my elephant tail. Way cool.”

Asked about whether the footage and the 
cascade of embarrassing headlines that grew 
out of it, LaPierre answered generally: “I 
understand that there have been newspaper 
articles.” “I haven’t read them,” LaPierre 
added. Gruber attempted to press the 
matter further by asking whether the public 
relations fiasco landed poorly with both 
hunters and non-hunters, but the NRA’s 
lawyer Greg Garman jumped to object to 
the line of questioning as irrelevant and 
“highly objectionable.”

Although Gruber cast the tapes 
as relevant to LaPierre’s focus on his 
mainstream appeal, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge 
Harlin Hale cut him off: “I don’t think we 

‘The Elephant in the Room’
• Wayne LaPierre Grilled on Botched Botswana Hunt in U.S. Bankruptcy Court

need to go there, Mr. Gruber.”
The brief and interrupted exchange fell 

at the tail end of LaPierre’s second round 
of questioning. The NRA executive vice 
president and CEO had previously testified 
some six hours roughly two weeks ago, 
when called by the office of New York 
Attorney General Letitia James (D). The 

attorney general sued to shut down the 
150-year-old gun group for violating the 
state’s charity law, alleging that LaPierre 
and other executives used the NRA as a 
personal “piggy bank.” Earlier this year, 
LaPierre opened up a company Sea Girt 
LLC in Texas, which filed for bankruptcy 
on the NRA’s behalf—allegedly, without 

informing the group’s board. The attorney 
general says that Sea Girt is little more than 
LaPierre’s “wholly owned shell company” to 
establish a toehold in the Lone Star State for 
bankruptcy, in an effort to duck her lawsuit.

Some observers believe the NRA’s gambit 
backfired, with the bankruptcy trial leading 
to a number of embarrassing revelations.

On April 7, LaPierre testified about his 
lavish lifestyle on the dime of the NRA, 
its donors and its friends, including flying 
exclusively by private charter jet. LaPierre 
defended his receipt of nearly $300,000 
in Italian suits from a Beverly Hills 
Zegna, which the group’s longtime public 
relations Ackerman McQueen bought 

him for television appearances. LaPierre 
also claimed that he went on Hollywood 
producer Stanton McKenzie’s 108-foot 
yacht, the Illusions, after the Sandy Hook 
shooting for “security” reasons.

Listen to highlights from his first round 
of testimony on Law&Crime’s podcast 
“Objections.” [https://lawandcrime.com/]

National Rifle Association chief Wayne LaPierre [Insert] 
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The arrival of Goabaone 
Taylor at Lekidi as the new 
Chief Executive Officer 

(CEO) of Botswana Football 
Association (BFA) caught many 
football supporters by surprise and 
rattled feathers, as it bucked the trend 
many had become accustomed to. 

Goaba, as she is affectionately 
known by her friends, has brushed 
aside the curious stares from 
onlookers and hit the ground 
running, launching a fact finding 
mission in her first week at the office 
to gather information about the state 
of affairs at the football governing 
body, to prepare a plan and set out 
priorities for the way forward. “In my 
first week I have been able to have 
a meet and greet with most senior 
managers and the rest of the staff 
where we discussed issues, challenges 
and opportunities for change and 
growth,” she said, oozing with 
confidence after being taken through 
a two-day induction program 
facilitated by Mamelodi Consulting.

Women and Sport Botswana 
(WASBO) chairperson Matlho 
Kgosi hailed the BFA decision saying 
they made the best choice. She said 
WASBO is proud to have a woman at 
the helm of the most popular sport 
in the country. “We believe she is 
capable, talented and a right fit for the 
job. Together with our male partners 
we will ensure her success in reviving 
the fortunes of BFA,” said Kgosi. 

Taylor’s second week was spent on 
training and gaining insight from 
other General Secretaries of Football 
Associations from across Africa, 
before attending a General Secretaries 
course on Football Management 

hosted by COSAFA in partnership 
with Confederation of African 
Football (CAF) and facilitated by 
UEFA Assist.

Taylor has already attended her first 
BFA Executive Management meeting, 
where she discussed her 100 day plan 
with the Letshwiti and his EXCO. 
“My first 100 days will be focused on 
people management to ensure BFA is 
an efficient organization. Moreover, 
the 100-day plan will be cascaded 
and incorporated into the teams’ 
scorecards for implementation and 
monitoring,” she explained.  

Taylor said she will also use this 
time to put together a long-term 
plan for future sustainability of the 
BFA while ensuring continuity on 
all matters that have been ongoing 
prior to my appointment. The 
long-term plan is to have an FA 
that is efficient and sustainable with 
reduced dependence on government 
grants and other areas of focus will 
rest on women’s football and youth 
development to ensure alignment 
and prioritization aimed at yielding 
impressive results. Still on her 
journey, Taylor managed to have a 
meet and greet with the women’s 
senior national team where they 
shared their aspirations and areas 
they need support. “I proceeded to 
have a meeting with the head coach 
and her team to understand areas 
that the association needs to focus on. 
It was a great meeting and it yielded 
enough for me to know where 
priorities will be given once I start to 
engage with other stakeholders,” she 
said.

Armed with a Bachelor of Business 
Administration Degree with a major 
in Marketing from the University 
of Botswana (UB), including an 
array of professional courses in the 

areas of Digital Marketing from the 
University of Cape Town (UCT), 
Senior Development Program 
with USB-Ed and Enterprise Risk 
Management with Botswana 
Accountancy College (BAC) among 
others, Goaba believes she is well 
equipped for the mammoth task 
ahead. Her three year tenure at the 
helm of BFA started on April 5, 2021.

Welcoming Goaba to Lekidi 
Football Centre, BFA President 
Maclean Letshwiti said her 
appointment is the best decision to 
take local football forward. “This 
restructuring of BFA leadership 
will ensure future success while 
expediting organic growth and new 
acquisitions,” he said. 

2020/21 season
BFA Competitions Manager, 

Phuthego Setete said they are 
aware that football supporters 
are disappointed because of the 
nullification of the 2020/21 league, 
but unfortunately the decision was 
taken as a result of the pandemic. 
“Based on expert medical advice from 
the Covid19 task force, Government 
has suspended all sporting activities 
to control the spread of the virus. 
However, we are hopeful that we will 
be back to playing fields soon,” he 
said, explaining that the BFA have 
submitted a new proposal to the 
Ministry of Youth, Sport and Culture 
(MYSC) and are awaiting feedback 
with regards to the possibility of 
getting back on the field. 

“We are constantly in talks with 
government through Botswana 
National Sport Commission (BNSC) 
but for now, national teams and 
national activities are still ongoing 
and fans are encouraged to engage 
and support until the situation 
stabilizes,” he added. 

Background 
Armed with more than 18 years 

of professional experience backed 
by a distinguished track record of 
identifying the uniqueness of brands, 
accentuating their appeal, taking 
them to market and maximizing their 
value, Goaba brings a unique set of 
skills, perspectives and relationships 
to lead the BFA into the future.

Goaba led the commercialization 
of Pay TV and Free-to-Air content 
platforms as the Country Manager 
of Econet Media, implementing a 
go-to-market strategy, driving brand 
awareness, partner and customer 
acquisition as well as enhancing 
customer experience. She has also 
worked in the Wholesale Business 
arm of BTCL, spearheading business 
development efforts, managing 
international relationships with 
strategic business partners; a similar 
arrangement which exists in football 
with both FIFA and UEFA.

The incoming CEO said in 
partnership with Letshwiti and his 
NEC, it is time to focus on what 
is best for football, from the very 
bottom to the very top. She believes 
local football is awash with raw and 
undeveloped talent awaiting to be 
harnessed. “My plan is to use all these 
skills to good effect in developing 
the local football eco-system, from 
grassroots upwards for boys and 
girls. We need to build a ‘one vision’ 
view of the future where the interests 
of many prevail over the agenda of 
individuals within the game and 
its administration. Success will 
only come to those who work hard 
together for the love of the game. 
It is my job, with the help of the 
Association, to lead in the progress of 
the game in all its facets,” said Goaba. 

DITIRO MOTHIBEDI*

What a coach ; What a 
teacher; KP was Godsent 
to change the lives of 

young scholars using Basketball 
to touch all aspects of their lives, 
emotional support, academic 
development, social, moral and 
physical development. His classes 
amassed high percentage credit 
passes in JC exams at Boipelego 
Junior Secondary School (BOPSEC). 

I met Coach KP in 2005 at Serowe 
Sports Centre where I went for 
individual basketball workout. I 
was intrigued to see kids dribbling 
basketball, something which never 
happened in Serowe. KP was a 
new teacher transferred from 
Tshwaragano Junior Secondary 
School where he left a huge 
basketball foundation. We had a 
chat and immediately ideas were 
conceived by the two of us on how 
we could develop basketball in 
Serowe and surrounding areas. 

We worked on a basketball 
program which was modelled 
around Maruapula basketball 
development. KP started a basketball 
partnership program with Lotsane 
Senior in Palapye. He made sure 
Form three athletes, especially those 
with challenging backgrounds were 
admitted at Lotsane Senior School 
where I was a basketball coach and 
a chemistry teacher. This model 
developed top basketball athletes 
who are now playing in the BBA 
league. There was continuity in 
Basketball. 

KP further initiated partnership 
between Serowe basketball and 
Institution Teams like BDF, Police, 
Serowe College. BDF team came 
for basketball training sessions in 
Serowe. Coach KP accommodated 
the whole team at his house and 
he would prefer to sleep on the 
couch, making sure BDF officials 
felt comfortable. Serowe athletes 
benefited from this partnership. 
Many of KPs former players got 
employed by these institutions 
especially BDF and Botswana Police. 
My friend was an amazing coach! 

He lived for basketball and he 
wanted Bopsec to be a center 
for basketball Excellence. He 
collaborated with top development 
coaches as far as United States 
of America (USA) to develop 
basketball facilities in Serowe 
especially at BOPSEC. A visionary 
coach. He dominated Junior School 
Basketball since 2005 to 2016, 
the year he transferred to Pitikwe 
Junior Secondary School in Lobatse.  
Bopsec won 7 gold medals, 2 silvers 
and 4 bronze at the BISA junior 
school finals. 

It still pains me why a man 
who developed students so much, 
decorated school heads office with 

Goaba’s eyes on the ball
Woman on Top!

•	 Baptism	of	fire	awaits	Taylor	 •	 WASBO	excited	about	rise	of	women	
•	 Nullified	2020/21	league	haunts	BFA	

Tribute: Coach Olebile Maltas  “KP” Kepaletswe

F atma El-kindiy, one of 
Rugby Africa’s 12 
Unstoppables, has launched 

“A Try for Change”, which is a 
grassroots initiative to empower 
girls through the sport. She and 
others seek to conscientize young 
women and girls to grow their self-
confidence, as a means of unlocking 
their true potential in society. 
Rugby is used as a medium of 
instruction, but the goal of her work 

is to empower attendees to become 
agents of change in their respective 
communities- on or off the field of 
play. The programme is targeted at 
primary school leavers and includes 
modules on introspective exercises, 
recreational activities with learning 
objectives, mentorships, as well as 
preparatory programs in enterprise 
development.

As an Unstoppable leader, El-
kindiyis breaking the silence of abuse 

in communities by raising awareness 
around civil liberties and justice. She 
deeply empathises with young girls 
who are not taught about building 
their confidence in school, as the 
priority is generally put on teaching 
the standard course curriculum. 
Sessions with Fatma and her team 
have become safe and supportive 
structures for personal development 
in the schools and communities they 
serve.

‘A Try for Change’

beautiful trophies was not promoted 
or at least given a chance to upgrade 
his academic qualifications. The 
man sweat for good academic results 
at Boipelego and everyone knows, 
school heads know , the regional 
office knows KP was a top performer. 
During his times at Boipelego JSS you 
could not hear of disturbing issues of 
drug abuse, bullying, fights and many 
elements of students indiscipline. He 
was a man who would be on duty 
all the week days making sure there 
is serenity and calmness at Bopsec. 
He knew all scholars and was able to 
trace their backgrounds and involve 
their parents more in their academic 
development. These are the things he 
shared with me and other coaches. 
He was a rare breed in the teaching 
fraternity. He executed duties of his 
mandate in a more serious fashion. 
He united the student community. 
He was the best in selecting and 
mentoring student leadership (SRC)  
wherever he worked.

KP made sure many schools in 
the North Central region started 
basketball. His initiative even reached 
schools in rural areas like Thabala C 
J S S. He identified teachers whom 
he shared basics basketball skills 
with so that they push the basketball 
foundation and development. He 
visited all these areas using his own 
resources. 

I lost a friend, my basketball twin, 
a brother, a humble guy who cared 
for all people. He chose to smile 
when things got tough, he called 
everyone “Ntsalaka” and that made 
him unique, he was loved by all 
coaches and athletes in Botswana. 
He was a father and he made sure 
all his players cared for one another. 
He often said to students “the fact 

that you pass the ball to a teammate 
means  you appreciate and trust them 
, do that in everyday life , before you 
open a can of drink on camp look at 
your other team mate”.  

That mantra unified Serowe 
basketball athletes. They knew 
sharing is caring. KP would spend 
his last thebe to buy basic items e.g. 
soap, shoes for students especially the 
needy. He profiled his students and 
basketball players and followed their 
academic progress to tertiary level. 
The bond he had with his former 
players and students never broke, KP 
was an erudite teacher .The country 
lost a good teacher, coach, parent 
to all students especially basketball 
athletes in Botswana. He once told 
me he doesn’t have millions to donate 
to all kids but his millions are the 
Basketball skills he shared with the 
nation.

He was a great fan of the late 
American Artist TUPAC SHAKUR. 
He used some of Tupac lyrics to 
inspire students and players, he made 
sure they sweat for top academic 
grades, they sweat for Gold in 
basketball championship.

 “ something  we all adore ,
    something worth dying for 
    Nothing but pain , stuck in this 

game searching for fortune and 
Fame”

This made Boipelego J S S, 
Tshwaragano J S S, Pitikwe J S S great 
basketball schools because of coach 
KP’s love for the game of Basketball.

Rest in peace my basketball twin
Coach Carter DT Mothibedi
*Friend. Basketball Coach, 

Former Under 17 coach, Chemistry 
Teacher Swaneng Senior Secondary 
School 

Coach KP


