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92 — Abstract —

A Study on the Construction of Social Capital around Mingei-Movement
—with a special focusing it’s practitioners and their supports local culture—

NakAE Keiko

In today’s world where cultural diversity and coexistence are called for, the Mingei thought of
Yanagi Muneyoshi is important as one of the pluralistic ideas of Japan modern era. In addition, the
Minegi movement also aims to create a concrete society in which diverse cultures actually coexist.
Mingei also brought about the overall fact that they created styles and methods unique to each region
and promoted the unique and diverse cultures of many regions. What kind of human relationships
brought in the wide range of intermediate zones between Yanagi Muneyoshi’s thought and the unique
practices of each region?

In this paper, I will examine cases of connecting thought and practice in two places: San-in
(Shimane and Tottori Prefecture) and Matsumoto City, Nagano Prefecture.

I noted the existence of several key men with thick social capital in these area. In Shimane and
Tottori, I am considering taking up Yoshida Shoya, Kanatsu Shigeru, and Ota Naoyuki. In Matsumoto,
Kurumizawa Kannai, Ikegami Kisaku and Maruyama Taro developed activities and connection to
explore the postwar literature, handicrafts and new industries.

The spread of Mingei thought and Mingei activities to protect diverse local cultures was the
results of works of cultural mediators. Cultural mediators explained Mingei ideas in response to the
actual situation in the field, stayed close to the work of the craftsmen, and supported the workers’
lives and even the sale of goods.

This paper argues that each cultural mediator has its own social capital, that it incorporates
external evaluations while opening up local cultures to the outside world, and that this open network

has given important meaning to the region.
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