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Political Competition among Local Elites toward the Establishment
of a County: Case of the Old Province of Kamitsukeno from the
Sixth to Eighth Centuries, A.D.

WAKASA Toru

This paper approaches the political competition among local elites toward the local
establishment of a “county” or kdr7, an important unit of local administration in ancient
Japan from the sixth to eighth centuries, A.D. The author focuses on the case of the
western Kamitsuke region, 80 miles northwest of Tokyo. It is in this region where the
Three Cherished Stelae of Ancient Kozuke, that has just been inscribed as the World
Memories by UNESCO, are located. These stelae were erected in the seventh and early
eighth centuries, which are very early and very rare examples of inscribed stelae in Japan.
In order to approach the background to the erection of these stelae, the author examined
not only the contents of the inscriptions of the: stelae themselves but also the spatial
distributions of and temporal change in sixth-century large mound tombs and settlements.

The author concludes that the background to the erection of these stelae was local
elites’ desire to distinguish themselves as candidates for the County Magistrate of a newly-
established county at the end of the seventh century. Furthermore, the author suspects
that the central government at that time effectively utilized competition among local elites
to gain control over local regions, thereby establishing a centralized state.

Keywords: State formation, state control over local regions, stelae with inscriptions, keyhole-
shaped mound tombs, county
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