00o0ooooOoo 0440 030 2001 1010 ~1260

EHRXELEHFRKH
—ARLEOBREERLIC LT

0 [ 0 [

The Documents of the Hoshino and Hoshino Chotaro

Kazuhiro TOMIZAWA

Summary

As part of my study on the campaign of establishment of the law encouraging direct export of
raw silk, in this treatise I examine Hoshino Chotaro, the leader of the campaign, as well as
original historic materials and documents of the Hoshino. In addition I also examine the

research history of the documents of the Hoshino.

The Hoshino had been well-known as a wealthy farmer since the latter part of the Edo era.
It was an old family, which had taken up residence in Mizunuma-Mura, Seta-Gun, at the east
foot of Akagi mountain (Mizunuma, Kurohone-Mura, Seta-Gun, presently Gunma-Ken) and
whose history dates back to the Tensho period (1573-1591). The Hoshino family had succeeded
the name of Shichiroemon and had accumulated the fields rapidly since the middle of the Edo
era. By the 4th year of the Tenpo period (1833), they controlled more than 50ha, 300 -koku
stipend that included fields within Mizunuma -Mura and 11 other villages. In addition to
landowning, financing and trading, they expanded their business to include shipping and
management of mines. Thus the Hoshino family had grown to become a reputed wealthy

farmer in Kouzuke-no-kuni in the latter part of this particular era.

In consequence of such financial success, the Hoshino family gradually came to have a closer
relationship with Iwahana-Daikansho (local administration to govern the Shogunate territory
in this district, presently Takasaki-shi) and its following Ashio-Jinya (where Daikan’s vassals
stayed, Ashio-Machi, Tsuga -Gun, presently Tochigi -Ken).They became involved in official
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works such as purveyance of tribute, disposal of rice tribute, and preparation of both horsemen
and their horses for the memorial services of the Shogunate at Nikko temple. The Hoshino
family was then appointed to important official positions, which included: ‘Gunchu -

Torishimariyaku (district director) during the 4th year of the Bunka period (1807), ‘Ashio
Dozan Fukisho-Sewayaku (manager of Ashio Copper mine foundry) in the 13th year of the
Bunka period (1816). The former position was to govern the neighboring 18 villages on

instructions of Daikansho and the latter one was to support Ashio copper mine financially.

Through these two official positions, the Hoshino family gained closer relationship with
Iwahana-Daikansho, Ashio-Jinya and Shogunate Kanjosho (the Finance Ministry).From this
time forward they came to play part in governing the Shogunate territory. The 8th proprietor,
Hoshino Shichiroemon Tomoari, was given permission to adopt the surname and wear swords.
This privilege had been inherited to the Restoration period with the two official positions. The
Hoshino family worked free of charge on the felling of trees provided for the Edo castle during
the 4th year of the Tenpo period (1833).Thus during the Edo era the Hoshino family was in its
heyday in the early part of the 19th century.

However the Hoshino family faced serious crises during the Restoration period, unable to
recover credits for the Shogunate vassals, as well as large financial losses due to the intrusion
of the new government army. As last resort for preserving his family's wealth, Hoshino
Chotaro (1845 -1908), the 11th proprietor, focused his attention toward the silk industry,
which had been very active since the opening of the seaport in Yokohama. During the 7th year
of the Meiji era (1874), he opened the Mizunuma silk mill, the first western style of silk mill in
this district. In the 9th year of the Meiji era (1876), he then sent his younger brother, Arai
Ryoichiro, to New York in order to establish the silk market for their products. From the
endeavors they came to realize the first direct export of raw silk, which had become a well -

known event in modern history.

Hoshino Chotaro, who stood out as not only a silk manufacturer but also a silk trader in the
early part of the Meiji era, had a close relation with high -ranking officials such as Okubo
Toshimichi, Matsukata Masayoshi, Inoue Kaoru, Shinagawa Yajiro, Maeda Masana, Kawase
Hideji and many more. In the 13th year of the Meiji era (1880), according to the government
policy, which encouraging the direct export of raw silk, he took a direct part in the founding

and management of Jomo Silk Improvement Company (head office in Maebashi) and Yoko-
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hama Doshin Company (head office in Yokohama). Hoshino Chotaro played an active part in
Gunma, Tokyo and Yokohama, and had been famous as a commendable silk manufacturer as

well as a prominent businessman since the early part of the Meiji era.

According to the historical documents made during 23rd year of the Meiji era (1890),
Hoshino Chotaro was the biggest taxpayer in Gunma -ken, paying in excess of 3,380 yen. He
was not only wealthy but also famous, and in 12 year of the Meiji era (1879), he was elected as
the first vice -chairman of the prefectural assembly. Afterward, consecutively holding various
official posts, later in 37th year of the Meiji era (1904), he was elected as a member of the
House of Representatives. Among these official positions, I must make special mention to the
post of nation -wide associations of silk manufacture. Since the 17th year of the Meiji era
(1884), Hoshino Chotaro had kept residence in Iida-machi, Koujimachi-ku, Tokyo (Ilidabashi,
Chiyoda -ku, Tokyo). He successively engaged as the leader of the Nipon Silk Association,
Central Silk Industry Union, Dai-Nippon Silk Association and so on. In the business group
campaign, he was a good helper of Maeda Masana in the latter part of the 20’s during the Meiji
era. The name of Hoshino Chotaro remains in the memory of the people as a great authority on

the silk industry during the Meiji era.

This is an outline of the history of the Hoshino from its beginnings in the Edo era to the
Meiji era, and includes accounts of Hoshino Chotaro's career. As the Hoshino had been very
prominent politically and financially in their district for a long time, a number of documents
were made and have been kept to present. There are more than 6,000 documents of the Edo
era and 7,000 documents of the Meiji era. Referring to the documents of modern ages, there are
many official documents on the government and politics. But we can also find private docu-
ments, such as diaries and letters about management of the Hoshino, Mizunuma silk mill, silk
industry, silk trade, and so on. These documents include a large number of newspapers,
magazines and books of which some documents remain so valuable that they are even not kept

at the National Diet Library.

These documents, which show the history of the Hoshino, are well-known for their historic
value as well as their enormous volume. They have been carefully kept by Ms. Sugisaki
Shizuyo (1916-) who lives in Mizunuma, Kurohone-Mura, Seta-Gun, Gunma-Ken. She is one
of the direct grandchildren of Hoshino Chotaro. I always owe a great deal to her. In conclusion

I would like to express my deep appreciation to Ms. Sugisaki Shizuyo.
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Mr. R. Arai New York, Sept. 26,1876
Dear Sir,
I have your note of the 21st. I am glad you have filled the order we gave you at the prices
advanced on your hand. You have asked like an honest merchant, and you will not hereafter
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