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Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s Death in Peking and Its Political Impact

Ryoko IECHIKA

Dr. Sun Yat-sen was born in Xiangshan [#[[] county (present
Zhongshan [th[l[] city) of Guangdong [J8] province in 1866.
He had established four revolutionary organizations—namely,
Xing Zhong Hui [#lH14x], Tong Ming Hui [[6%£x], the
Nationalist Party [[E[X3] of the early Republican period, and
the Chinese Revolutionary Party [H1# & ay38] before he
formed the Chinese Nationalist Party [HEE K] in 1919.
These four organizations had their bases of activity in southern
China. The Xing Zhong Hui and Tong Ming Hui could not
expand their political influence toward northern China, since
they were illegal organizations under the Qing dynasty’s rule.
The early Republican Nationalist Party and the Chinese

Revolutionary Party could not build influential political
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branches in northern China, where the Peking government
had efficient control. The Chinese Nationalist Party suffered
from the same problem.

Northern China is geographically and culturally different
from southern China. The Yangzi River is considered to be the
border. Each society had its own social issues. The revolution-
ary movement that launched from the south, however, did not
pay enough attention to the social problems of the north.
Therefore, northern society had little response to it.

The Chinese Nationalist Party tried to reunite the nation
under the leadership of Dr. Sun, but it did not have any organ-
izational base in northern China. In October 1924 General
Fung Yu Xiang [#E£] took power by coup d’etat and in-
vited Dr. Sun to come to Peking. Dr. Sun left Canton for
Peking and arrived there in January 1925. However, he died in
Peking on March 12 of hepatic cancer.

The death of Dr. Sun Yat-sen in Peking attracted much con-
cern about him and his political thought, which was known as
the Three People’s Principles [=X3-2&]. But this did not pro-
mote the expansion of the party organization toward northern
China. Later the Nanking government emphasized the Three
People’s Principles as the key ideology of national integration
during the last stage of its Northern Expedition [JL{&] in
February 1928. This strategy did not help the Nanking gover
nment’s project to integrate the northern part of China into
the nation. The social ideas of the Three People’s Principles,
which were developed in southern China, became obstacles in

permeating its political rule nationwide.
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