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THE REPORT OF THE

COURT OF INQUIRY,

HARELD IN PURSUANCE OF AN ORDER OF THE BOARD OF TRADE, DATED TIL
12011 SEPTEMBER 1874, INTO THE CIRCUMSTANCES ATIENDING THE

Collision on the Great Kastern Railway which occurred near
Norwich on the 10th September 1874,

Board of Trade,
(Raitway Departinent),
|, Fetehall, 30th September 1874,

Tx compliance with your appointmeut of the
12th of this month, I have the honour to 1'01.)011 lto
the Board of T'rade the vesult of the public inquiry
into the collision which occurred ou the night ol Fhe
10th of September, about 13 miles from tlfe Norwich
(‘Thorpe) station on the Great Eastern Railway.

On this occusion the express train, due to lewve
Tondon &t & p.m., and Novwich at 9.10 pm., came into
collision with the up mail wrain, 8.20 pan. from
Lowestolt, aud 8.40 p.an. from Yarmoutl, which was
rupping i an opposite direetion on the sawe Ihie of
rails, a6 about half-past 9 pam. I regret to sny
19¥ passengers, of whom one was » servant of the
Compuny, and 4 other servants of the Company, were
killed on the spot or have since died from therr in-
juvics, besides 73 passengers and 2 servants of the
Company who were move ov less seviously injured.

The Court sat in the Guildhall at Norwich, which
was kindly placcd at our disposal by the Mayor of that
eity, who further afforded ws cvery assistunce during
our investigatiou.

After an inspection of the scenc of the accident,
proceedings were commenced on Monday the 21st of
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- September, and were continued on the following day.

After an adjournment, they were resumed ou Mou-
day the 28th, and were concluded on Tuesday the
29th instant. Altogether, 33 witnesses were examined,
and their sworn Jepositions accompany this report.

The Coroners for the county of Norfolk and for the
couuty of the city of Norwich, who were holding
independent inquests ou the bodies of persons killed
in the collision, attended our inquiry and reudered
us valuable assistance which we desive thus to
ncknowledge.

Description,

The Great Basterm Railway lias a double line of rails
from the Thorpe station at Norwich, for rather more
than n quarter of o mile, to the Norwich (Thorpe)
junetion, whence it diverges to Brundall and Reedham
for Yarmouth and Lowestoft on the east, and to Ily
on the west.  From that junction to Drundall, about
51 miles, the line is single; but a portion qf it, EllbOElt
l# miles long, to the Itast Norfolk junction, is in
ecoutse of being doubled, and will shortly be opened
as a double line for traffic; and powers have been
obtained for doubling the remainder of the line fo
Brundall. From the latter pluce to Reedham, six
miles and a half, the line is double; and thence to
Yarmouth and ILowestoft therc are single lines,
According to the evidence of My, Langley, the cugi-
neer of the Cowpany, the site of the collision (showu in
dizgram No. L), was about 126 chains from the Nerwich
(Thorpe) station, and 13 chains on the east of the
tiver Yare ; and ¢hie Norwich train would have vun
for 13 chains up a gradient of 1 in 2,443, then for 10
chains up 1 in 337, and then for about 24 chains
down 2 gradient ot 1 in 228 ; whilst the traiu f'l'nm
Brundall would have been ascending o long gradient
of 1 in 228 up to the point of collision. _

At the Norwich (Thorpe) station there 1s an
arcade, under which ave two platforms (shown in

¢ Alterwords increased by two other deaths,
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diagram No. 2), with three lines of rails hetween them.
The booking and telegraph-offices (diagram No. 3)
arc on the departare-platfornt.  The telegraph-oflice
has o small window, with an aperture helow i,
9% inches wide by 121 inches deep, closed by o wooden
shutter, and referved to in the evidonee ax the tele-
graph-wicket ; and a desk under it on which messages
may be written. A special book is kept in this office
in which single-line messages should all be enteved.
The distance from the telegraph-window to the edge
of the platform is about 23 feet. This window is ulso
about cight yards from the open end of the arcade,
and 70 yards from the closed end of it. It iy, there-
fore, conveniently situated to enable anyone in charge
of the station to commmnuniente with the telegraph-clerk,
There is no cntrance from the platform to the tele-
graph-office, and the only means of communication
between the platform and the telegraph-oflice s
through the aperture or wicket below the window
above referred to, At the back of the telegraph-ofiice,
and on the roud of approach to the station, there is a
door, and near this door iz a desl for the use of persons
sending ordinary messages. There is o glass gerecn
between this desk and the interior of the office, hut
the public arein the habit of also writing messages on
the desk below the aperture on the platforin.  Inside
the telegraph office there are eight speaking instru-
ments, of which the third from the approach road and
the sixth fromn the platform is nsed for messazes
between Norwich and Brundell, though this instru-
ment appears to be used alzo for other purposes
when required,  This description of the telegraph-
ollice and its fittings will he beteer understood by o
reterence to dingram No. 3. The departure-platform
is coutimied beyond the arcade, and the ticket-
platforur about half-way between the middle of ihe
statiou and the Norwich (Thorpe} junction, ns will
be seen in diagram No. 2 5 but there 1s a curve in the
line to the left in looking from the depurtive-platiorm,
and  the ticket-platlorm cammot be scen from  the
depurture-platformt by a persou standing opposite the
telegraph window. The end of it becones visible,
liowever, on stepping oft’ the platforny ncross ¢he de-
parturc-line, to the turthter side of that line of rails,
The Lvidenee.

Tu giving a swnmary of the evidence it will be
desirable to commence with that whicl treats of the
system of working the traflic over this portion of the
line, and then to proeced with that relating to the
facts of the case.

My, Jumes Robertson, superintendent of the wholoe
of the Great Lustern Raibway for the Inst 1S years,
in describing the arrangements for working the traflic
over this portion of their system, said, all ordinary
trains were passed over the single line in aceordance
with the working time-tables for goods and passenger
traing, It auy irregularity oceurred the fruins were
divected by telegraph.  The regalations on pp. 46, 47
of the Company’s working thne-tables (now put iun),
comprised all that was vequived, and was enforecd,
in the working of the single Tine hetween Novwich
and Drandall,  These vegulations had been in force
for 20 yewrs, so fur as they were contained in the
Company's rule-book.  Kngine-dvivers of all trains
had to be furnished by written authority belore pussing
2
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over this single line, and without written orders no
engine-driver could do xo. e produced the order,
dated 28th August 1872 (Appendix A.), under which
this was done, and also a copy of the form of ticket.
to be given to ench engine-driver passing over the single
line (Appendix D.), There were no instructions beyond
what had been thus produced for the working of the
single line between Norwiel cud Brundadl. The only
alteration during 20 years hind been the addition of this
starting order. The book produced coninining entries of
telegraph messnges wis used specially for this pacticular
portion of single line and fov thai puirpose only,  The
practice wax to sign the cntries berore the messages
were sent, amd there was an order by the chiel of
the telegraph-department on that snlject.  Replies
should also be signed before action was takew on any
message,  This had been the practice, but there were
no printed or written instractions for it.  The objeet
of’ these regulations was Lo enable those in chavge of
the stations to olier the crossing-places so as to
facilitate the vamiing of Ll trains,

He put in acopy of aletter, dated 21st Novenber
1872 (Appendix 13), to the distriet superintendent,
Norwich, with reference to the stariing of the 8,40 pan,
mail train from Yarmouth to Londen.

In wltering the crossing of trains n message should

be sent from Norwich to Drundall, signed by the
inspector on duty before it wus sent.  The inspector
was the responsible man.  He might employ the clevk
to write it, but it was the inspector’s message, and the
telegraph-clerk was respousible if he sent it without
signature. I the inspector could not get an imme-
diate veply, it would still be his duty, even if hie left the
telegraph-window, to retun, and receive that reply, and
sign it The message would be complete at Brundall on
being veeeived there with the signature of the Nor-
wich inspector, and the frain might he despateld
from DBrundall accordingly, They trusted to the
inspeetor that he had sent the message to Druudall,
and would not send any other train to Drundall.  In
the event of n change of duty, they trnsted to com-
munication between the men to prevent one wmna from
ordering o train from one divection and another man
from starting a train in the opposite dircetion.  He
had never considered it necessary to make any extra
sufeguard to mect this contingency.  The amount of
trallic and the number of special trains running
had prevented the adoption of the train-sta)l system.
There were o great mumber of special fish-trains,
With the experienee of this accident he should nos be
dispozedd  to udopt the train-staff’ system between
Brundail and Norwich because the traflic could not
be carried on without great frvegnlavity. If the teein-
stadl’ system waos possible 16 would give additional
safety, and he would adopt it to-morrow if he thought
the traflic could be carvied 0. Tie would recommend
that the train-staff system should be adopted botween
the ILast Noviolk junction and Brundall when the
double line had been completed from Norwich to the
Iinst Norfolk junction.  Ile had had that in view for
some time, and should further recommenid his diveetors
to adopt the sawme system: letwean Heedham and
Yarmouth awd Reedham aud Lowestoft.  Where the
train-statf system could not be adopted hie knew of no
other safeguard that he could recommend. 1t would
be easier to work between the Kast Norfolk junetion
and Brundall on the train-staff systom than between
Norwich and Brundall, s one length was four and the
other six miles, and it would be casier to send from
cither ¢nd in the event of a break-down and more easy
to pass the fvains on nccount of the shorter dis-
tance.

Mr. Thomas Stevenson, district superintendent for
the Great Lastern Raitway Company, said that his
distriet extended for 220 mles, from Norwich to Ely,
from Lly to Wells, from Wells to IHeacham, from
Derebam to Flunstanton junction near Lynn, from
Noywieh to Yarmounth, from Reedham to Lowestoft,
also from Yarmouth to Beceles on tlhie Kast Suffolk
section, from Norwich to Tivetshall, and from Tivees-

hall to Beccles, This included the ort A
wpon which the late aecident oceurred P of iy
in the serviee of the Company for 97 ® hag pg
May, Till 1852 he was principally in y&"" fmm_
partment at Thovpe siation, Norwich Ie &dods
of that ycar Le was appointed smtic;n <

A that time the single line betwegn Norw:
Brundall was worked uuder his immediatemmch; :
and until he was appointed district Superf:tpel‘vlsm
-Mnrch 1854, It was worked then ag now ang
it s0 aud continued it. . When trains werg
their ordinary conrse, that was o say, in g
with the working time-tables, no teleu-’m h?mr
wis sent, no other than verbal orders WErec s
the engine-drivers, and, in fact, they h‘ustegwen s
time-tables for safety. In the event of gp %o the
larity he Dhelieved a messase was sent f'ol.yi ik
fromy Norwich to Brundall, usking for a.:certqinn;ta:--
be sent on in the same form as wasnow eml;lo edm.n
gave the messages himself and not through Illfin‘ H
tor, andt they were lorwarded by o teIng h-gl
He stavted the tinins, o, in his absence af mlzal: 3.3 ]
the juspecior on duty,  No irregularity, with AT
ceplion, ever oceurred up to the present tim o

. ; i ¢ in wor
ing the single line. 1§ oceurred on a Sntm‘da}? ‘W(;fé i
they were Dlocked with  trufie !l

from Yarmounth .
about 17 yeavs ago.  He bad ordered u'-s;? i

to be got rendy to Yarmouth, and a shanter who had
no :mu!.hom.t.y to st\zu't_th_c frain, gave an order for ey
to start without pevmission of the inspector on duty’s
and, being a epecinl frain, it should not have stay
without - telegraphic order. No collision ogeurs
'Icn_' it was in the middle of the day, and the engl
dvivers of the two trains suw each other and pull
ap, not far from the site of the recent collision,
was not aware of any other irregularity in the g
ing ol » train from either end, nor of any messs
being sent ivegularly by telegraph-clerks, or delive
in without signatures of inspectors, He had the mo
perfect confidenee in the working of the presen
system, and his confidence was only shaken mow b
this aceident.  He believed the inspector did not carry
out his duty. IMe ought in the first place to has
signed the miessage eolling the mail on from Bran-
dall, if he intended it to go. He did not- think'sn
mspector would dictate a message iutending it not t0+
be sent until it reccived his signature. He mighty =
possibly, being in o hurry, order the message to:
sent, promising to return and sign it.  He might expees
the elerk to send the unsigned message if he wers
called vavaty ina huevy. This was his opinion. He wa
not awore of messeges being so sent, nor had he.
reason o believe it had boen done.  From the ver
lrge and uncertain traffic passing over thaf portion
line, and coming from Yarmouth and Lowesl:?f’bt_
felt it would he impossible to work that pOl‘Llon.._fs
line satisfactorily by the train-staff system, He knew
of no other additional safeguard to the present syl
that could he used to advantage, The more heavy
and vavinble the traflie, the more necessary it was to
provide as fur us possible perfect safegnards, an
auch could not be applied, then the ouly other alte
tive wis to double the line. &
In this cuse, it being a [requent message £0 Brun:
dall, he had no doubt an iuspector would intend ‘fi.lm-.-_
Le sent though he did not siegn it, but he would ratist
nob cxpress an opinion us to whether, in t.lr.!e
message being dictated or handed in with
signed, an inspector or telegraph-clerk should A
responsible in regard to it.  The tl‘aﬂi‘:’ bewm-éa‘.‘
Lowestott, Yarmonth, and Norwich was incres 15
and was probubly one-third more than lbh‘l"";‘s]-in“
yews ngo. The passengers passing over tﬂ‘i -
must be counted by thousands, Lhe bra X éﬂ;"‘
very heavy, lle was awave that Rule 142& PP a.
dix €.) had unot been observed as regm'ence
second part of it, owing to the inconvem®
eiving the order to the guard of 2 A
The order, which was a printed form (
D.), was now given to the engine-driver 7 & o8 i
was only- 2 verbal communication t0 the €% B
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: cco . . .
i :dded to that of the existing Norwich and Brun-

" he asked the clerk fo do it for him,

" mhe doubling to the Iast Norfollk junction was on

ant of the traffic of the East Norfolk line being

Jall line. A portion of the line bcf._weeu Reedhan
5 Lowestoft was warked on the train-stall’ system,
becmtsodircct'trmns ransofrequently lmt\vcc{n Reedhnm
and Lowestoft and Yarmoeuth .und IJE)\\'(zsth[.. It was
not worked on thut system nutil the diveet line hetween
yormouth rud Lowestof was opencd, and inercased
graffic throwil upou .thc section. It had bLeen the
custom for the last six or eight ycars to eall on Lh?
pil from Brundall when the express was nbout 23
minntes lute, It was only telegraphed from Brandon
to Novwich when 13 ivutes late. It might, of
course, be always telegraphed in order that informa-
tion might he afforded as to what time it wis keeping.
There is 10 such book 1n existence aus that referred
to in Rule 98 (Appendix L) Since the taking off
of the express train between Ely and Norwich the
slow train Dad come in more irregularly,

The arrangenients for working the telegraphs wero
described by r. Henry Vincy Draper, superinten-
dent of telegraphs for the distriet including Norwicl,
Peterboro’, Cambridge, Lynn, Ipswich, and other
places. He said he had been at Norwich in that
capacity since Sthh November 1870, and had been
altogether 28 years in the telegraph service ; he was
principally engaged on the line, but spent vueh of his
time in the telegraph-office a¢ the Thorpe station,

In altering the crossing of truins on tlis single line,

the inspector came to the telegrapli-window ou the plat-

form, which was conveniently situated for the pur-

" pose, and got the single-line book. He sometimes wrote

iu it the message to be sent himself, and sometimes
They sanetioned
the clerk doing it for him, because the inspector was
not always able to do if for himself. The message
must then be signed hy the inspector, but there were
no written or printed instructions om the subject.
His superior told him (the witness) to satis{y himselt
that any clerk cmployed for siugle-line messages
must nnderstand  his  duties before beiug allowed
to transmit single-line messuges.  Those were his
instructions when he first joined the department in
1870, and Lic had been told so many times sinee.
When a clerk was appointed he cousidered whether
he was capuble of doing single-line duty.  The clerks
eame as ¢ good telegraphists,” and worked for two weeks
or more under the eye of the clevk in charge of the
telegraph-oflice before they were entrusted with the sole
responsibility of single line messages. It would Le the
duty of the telegraph-vlerk tosee themessnge doly signed
by the inspector belore secepting it for frummission,

“He had never tu his life scen o single-line nessage

sent before it was signed. I he suw such o message
had Leen sent before huving the sender’s signature, he
should very severely reprimand the clerk.  When the

Message was signed it might be forwarded at once.

The reply was reccived generally in Iram one {o two
minutes. As it was received it was written in the
book, and put through the aperture below the window,
aud left there for the signature of the inspector Lo
the reply-message,  The inspector generally left (he
window for one, two, or three wminutes, and cume
back to sign this. He had never known an inspector

Jetany considerable period of time elupse Lefore doing so.

He must come to receive his reply-message before he
could nctuponit. There was a bell whicl conld be rung
from the telegraph-office. Tt was fixed ontside under
the aveade aad above the platform, near the window of
the oflice. It was specially nsed to call the inspectors ;
when thie station-ruaster at Brundall wanted to cross
& train out of the ordinary way, then the inspector
came to see whut was wanted.  If the inspector did
not come immediately the bell shonld be rung.  Iun
the event of w message from Norwich to Brundall
having Leen sent, aud the book with the reply having
been pluced in the wicket door, or left inside for the
Wspector’s signature, the bell would not be rang for
him, bat the Look would remain until Le came back,
even if he stayed sway an hour,  He considered that

the telegraph-clerk had done his duty when he had
placed the hook, with the reply in it, within reach of
the iuspector af or inside the telegraph-window, and
that it was not his dnty to ring the Dell to call the
attention of the inspeetor to it.  The elerk took his
orders {rom the tnspeetor on (duty. It wns the former’s
duty to send the message and receive the reply, hue
not to call the Inspector afterwards.,  Fle belicved
this accident would have oceurred even if the bell had
heen rung immediately for the inspeetor. If he had
heen in the office at the time he shounld have probably
rung the bell for the inspector, though it wonld not be
his duty. Ide was in the telegraph office about two
hours after the accident ocenrred.  Hubbard, the clerk
in charge, was there, and Robson, hut the latter was
tlie only person wlo ought to have been there at 9.33,
and no one else had any vight there unless he came on
bustness. He looked at the stugle-line book sl foitnd
the following message in the hook, now produced mi-
signed, “ Send up madl train on to Norwieh before the
“ 910 pan. down passenger train leaves Norwich.
“ Time received 9,24 pan. Time sent .25 pan.”

He found also the following reply enteved in the
opposite page: “I will seud the up mail frain on to
“ Norwich before the 9.10 p.m. down passenger frain
“ leaves Norwich, Signed, W, Platford, Time re-
“ ceived 9.25 pan.”

He said to Robson, ¢ Robson, why have you not
“ carried out your instructions in getting the nes-
“ gage siguned hefore sending 162  You know the
“ importance of the matter as well as I do 7 ”—He
replied, X am aware of it.  Cooper, the night inspec-
“ tor, cane to the wicket, dictated this message to mo.
“ I wrote it down, Couper left the wickel, saying he
“ would come and sign instantly.” The witness re-
joined, ¢ Why did yon not ger it signed then ? You
“ seo the serious consequences of the affair, and the
“ trouble it is likely to bring you in” He replied
again, ** I see my error, 1 did it to oblige Cooper;
“ never did such a thing before in my lite.”

Robson having sens sn unsigned message might
have rung for Cooper, but he could not say that be
ought to have done so, even though he had sent an
nnsigned message, as he considered it to Le the in-
spector’s duty to vefurn to the wicket to sizu the
messade,

If an inspector told a telegraph-clerk to wrile n
messape he should consider he iutended it to go
though Le did not sign it. He did not know of suel
& case having occurred before,  He lind never known
an nusigned single-line messuge being givenin before.

There were  cight  instruwents i the Norwich
(Thorpe) telegraph ofliee, amd the Yoarmouth instru-
meut (the third from the approach end), used for
single-line messages, wnd also for other purposes,
wis  an ovrdinary,  double-needle  speaking-instru-
ment, A glass  parlikion  sepurated the lobby
usad by the public for sending messages {rom the
ollice containing the instruments. There were no
telegraphic means of stopping the trains when ouce
the mistake had been made.

Ile had often called Robson’s attentiouw to the im-
portance of getting messages signed, though he never
knew Lim to omit this duty. Robson was once fined,
sbout twelve months ago, for having a strunger in the
office. Otherwise he had heen most commendable in
the discharge of his duties, He had been 14 or 15
months i1 the department at the Norwieh {Thorpe)
station. e (the witness) had watehed him and could
give him the best of characters. Robson was still
doing duty in the office, but was not allowed to touch
the single-line instruments,

Herberi Samuel Taylor, u telegraph-clerk iu the
employ of the Great Bastern Ruilway Company at
Thorpe station for 16 months, said he took alter-
nate duty with Robson, He was on duty alone in the
night but not by day. e had sent single-line mes-
sages for the Inst 16 rmonths. Tu seuding single-line
messages in the day the luspector himsoll most fre-
quently wrote the message in the hook, and ai night
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the clerk most frequently wrote for him. When the
inspector wrote he signed at once.  When the clerk
wrote for him he was sometimes enlled away, and then
the message waited until the inspector returned.  IHe
had waited as many as {ive minutes for an inspector to
return and sign a messaee after he had dietated it
If the ingpector did not rvetnrn {he message should
lie where it was.  He would not eall the Inspeetor or
ring the bell.  ITe confirmed the last witness as Lo its
being their duty not to send a single-line message
away witheut its being sivned hy the inspector on
duty, and said he would not do so. He had been
froquently cautioned by his superintendent not to send
away such a message. Ile had worked the New-
market single line ai the Cambridge station on the
same system hefore coming ro Thorpe.

Ar. Sprawle, station-master at Norwich (Thorpe)
station for 16 yewrs, said the number of trains
running daily up and down between Norwich and
Brundall averaged 15, he Dbelieved.  There were ten
up trains ou Mondays and Saturdays amd nine up
trains on ordinary days. There were 11 down on
Mondays il 12 dowu on Saturdays, and 10 on ordi-
nary days, ‘Flere were specials nearly every day, and
fish trains in the fish season, At present these
averaged abouf one up and one down daily, but in the
fishing season they averaged more than three trains
ench way daily. The fishing scason embraced Qeto-
ber, November, and December. The express train,
when more than 135 minutes late, was always tele-
graphed from Brandon, but no telegram was veceived
for the express train, 5.0 p.n. fromn Londou, on the
evening of the 10th September.  He (witness) never
interfered with the working of the single line as re-
mvded the ulteration of the erossing-places for trains,
That was at Norwich the special duty of the in-

spectors—Darker by day and Cooper by night, If

he were there they sometimes consnlted him on the
subject, bot not as u matter of dnty. e simply gave
the gencral instructious, leaving tlie iuspectors to
carry then out. When an inspector wished | to
change the erossing-place he should go to the tele-
graph-wicket aud ask for the single-line book, and
enter in it the usnal message sent on such occasions.
They did not always write the message themselves,
owing sometimes to the weather, hut requested the
telegruph-clerk to do so.  1le had not seen this happen
so [ as he could vemember, but he knew it was done,
having seen the messages written in a handwriting not
the nspector’s.  They were invariably signed by the
inspectors and handed to the telegraph-clerks, and he
could not conceive an inspector omitting to do this.
A message being signed was sent by the clerk, the
inspector as o vule waiting to sign the reply.  Ocea-
sionnlly, as he had scen happen many a time, the
inzpector went away upon some duty and returned to
sign the reply.  He (the witness) only dealc with the
telegruph-clerks through their snpevintendent,  They
were not under his charge. It Jie ind known an
unsigned message had been sent he should have left
the matter for inquiry. He hal uo hesitation in
saying that he shonld blame the inspector for giving
in an unsigned message more than a telegraph-elerk
for veeetving ity especially considering the ditlevence
ot nge and experienee as hetween Robson and Cooper,
It seemedd to hini utterly impossible that an inspector
should ask a telegraph-clerk to write such a message
not meaning it to go until it was signed, beeause the
risk was so great, nnd heeanse he had never known
such o thing to have oceurved previously,  No frains
of any description were allowed to leave the stuation
without written authority being given to the engine-
driver.  Phe inspector wrote is limself and handed it
Limsell to the engine-driver. They sent the booked
trains forward withont any telegraphic communication,
and they might follow one another without notice of
“linc-clear” from Drundall, or of their having been
despatched from Norwich. No speeial train could be
started without 2 distinet ovder by telegraph. The
bell outside the window of the telegraph-office had
always, us fir as he knew, been used for summoning

til;xe inspeetor to raceive a Single-line I pagaly
Srundall, and, he believed, occasionally fop tsl?ge :
of an urgent message. On the receipt oi‘e Teeg;
sizned wessage the clerk should take no pogro, & 28
all, or might ring the bell at hig discr?f.' °f.1_$‘ g
ingnive whiat was meant.  His hest Courg 3 ‘AR
bc: to deeline semding o messnge unti] it Wa: ‘f‘rou.r
Il e received such 4 mesgage he shonl( sy “831\
“ s the message, I will send i when you h'v:r % h 3
“ ik, Imt not till ihen”  If the nspector W:?::a $e
message pronsing to come back and sien 3¢ tho the TGS
would not he justified in sending it w_iftheu;; hieﬂlgrk: 3
nature.  During the 16 years he hag bee S Siga e
Norswich stution no alterations had been
i}és;t;m, ’I(‘\lffopt- as regards ‘thc stariing orderg PR
. 2y previously worked under the SAIME §7stam
without the starting orders, except when traingst?-.l.n_ :
out of their conrse, for which they were always uwgrej :
He always had eonfidence in the system, Mo hne‘:,e d“l‘. .
no difficulty in the relief of iuspectors, and hagq Ee OFF,:-.
them consult caclt other night aud morning, {R ell'l ”
98 (Appendix I.) of the Generul Regnlutiong ;‘!u_ )
vides for interchange of «uty.) Inslpgc;m. Paf')k'
had heen on duty all day September 10th auﬂdr?,
Inspector Cooper came on duty at 9 o'clock nm -
to relieve him, It was understood that Par
should vemain to assist unfil the 9.10 p.am, traip had
left, though his duty had ceased. Tt had Wl
Leen the custom for Parker to remain and start {ha.
down express, unless it was very late, but with the
consent of the night inspector,  Parker made no come
municiation tq bim before starting the traln, -qupéf‘.:, =
had been an inspector on the line at Thorpe station
about 14 years, and had borne an excellent charae
He never had o more careful man under bis directions.
Cooper was away ill about five weeks in May, Jung;
and July 1869, and le received an injury te h
hand last year which caused his absence from the 6th
to the 20th of December. e
Procecding to the facts of the case, Mr. Sproule’ sa
that on the night in question lie was in his office, which
was next the telegraph-oflice, when Cooper eameinfo
get liis wsnal orders for the night at about 9.16 p.m.,
and said to him, “ What about having the mail up, sir 2
Witness looked at his wateh which was right,—it was
9.17 pan.,—and asked Cooper ¢ What time the mail was
“due at Drundall?”  He rveplied, “9.25 pm
Witness said, “ We will not have the mail up, certainly”
“ not.”  Cooper then remurked, * You know, sif,
‘ there is an order allowing us to detain the 9.10 p.my =
down train as late ns 9.35.7  Ile said, “ All right, -W
“ will soon get her off.”  Cooper then left his office. He:
could not have been there more than two minutes. A
fesv minutes afterwards, at 9,23, witness heard thedown -
express run in under the areade. In cight lm_nuﬁ?ﬂ;'
22931, he saw the train start again while standing b
the door of his office.
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e went in there agail_l_ !!J_ld_-ﬁ__

Lieard some few minutes after a sharp click of the wicket:
opering at the telegraph-window.  ITe wondered ﬂg&;:
listened, and heard something alout mail. He rush e
out and said, “ What alrout mail #”  Cooper wa3 th_e&' v
standing agaiust the telegraph-window, He tm;l--. 2
round, and had the appearance of a man Eavzﬂy’?h,_.ﬁ
and said “T Lave ordered it np,” or ¢ the mail upy :' :
was not sure which, He {the witnesg) was 80 unsiﬁrﬂ;il; &%
that he havdly knew what took place. He fe thibi::‘ AT
Cooper so much that he could hardly SIJ(_BHL'L b(;mr e,'~

but put the tieket collector, Hayden, 1n 3 ge;' il
he did not know at what time. 1le suspend_cd (/Og?]g.. O
some time carly in the morning, fecling he was W;ﬂ o
He knew that no other person could give the mee £t
for the train to come on, ITe had made no 111%'-‘313{')3& i
Mr. Sproule, having been reealled towrards t--‘gid RS
of the inquiry, was further examined, zllld[ ”‘t S ThE
Cooper came into his office at 9.17 p-1u- tiat.hro?!gh _
It would talce him two or three minntes to look minuted
his orders. It was impossible that he “"“S_Ien.ng poy= ¥
in doing so.

. . :
He (witness) was engaged sIgP
sheets and letters durving that time.

=

He COUF rhe. LT
A . offce, for D& T
tell the exact time Cooper came 11to his office, the
did not look at his watch until he as



mail. Put it was quite true he came into his office
ad looked through the orders before he asked about
Iéhe mail.  He was very busy and hurriedly engaged
signing pay-sheets and letters in order to get thicin
way by the mail. e did not think it possible that
ﬂopc than three or four minutes coukl hiave clapsed
-ﬁ}f‘ore Cooper asked him about the mail. Ie saw
ser come into his office.  There would be about
palf a dozen orders, of about {wo or three lines
Some of the orders would be addressed
himself, which he would read, He
repeﬂted that Le told Cooper distinctly_ not to order
the mail up. Cooper left the door o.f' his o‘fﬁce open,
put he did not hear him say anything at ihe W{Ck(}t.
He could have heard anything .w'poke'n in an ordinary
sone at the telegraph-wicket from his office, but that
pight was windy, and the wind might have 1)1"e\re1}Ectl
© im from hearing, There was no one in his office
petweet 9.6 awd 9.20 exeept Cooper. He x'vent on
yninterruptediy sizning when the latter eame o,

el
1o Cooper

ypilliem Parker (day inspector at the Thorpe
gation for 20 years) said that he came on duty
on the 10th September at 9 am. he ordinarily
left duty at 9.10 p.m. Tc first saw Inspector Cooper
fhat evening at 9.24, one minute after the down ex-
ress had run into the arende.  Witness had been
assisting in collecting the tickets of that train and
came on with it to the arrival platform, and there
found Cooper.  Inowing the train was late, lie asked
Cooper whether he had ordered the up mail on to
Kovwich; this was at 9,24, Ilereplied, “Certainly not.
« Let us get the train away as soon as possible.”’
Perlups a quarter hefore nine, but he could not say for
eortain, he wrote the order for starting the train, e
wrote it then so as to have it in readiness in case the
teain should be in time.  This was his usual practice,
He did what he could in assisting to get the train away,
“and then handed the starting order to the engine-
driver, e always did this himself'; he said to the
enginc-driver on thab oceasion you have got fo go to
Brundall before the up mail arrives, Nothing clg:
bappened before he started the train. Cooper told
bim afterwards in couversation that he had gone o
the wicket, and ordercd the np mail train on to Nor-
_wich, about the time when the dow train reached the
- tieket-platform ; thut lie had renwined near the wicket
il he saw the down train run into the station; and
that e had then gone back to the wicket and eancelled
* his previous message.
Johen Eayden, ticket-collector at Thorpe station, and
20 years in the serviee of the Great Enstern Railway

. 'Er:. \Company, saidl that he, on the 10th Septewber, also

went to the ticket-platforin at 8.50 pm. and collected
the tickets of the cxpress which arvived at the ticket-
platform at 9,18, and he rode in with the train to the
arvival-platform and assisted the pazsengers out of the
train.  He saw Cooper and Parker on the arrival-
platlorm assisting with the passengers and luggage.
He heard nothing pass hetween the inspectors.  Alter-
wards, whei Lie was on the arrival-platform, he heard
Cooper, who was standing oear the telegraph-office,
eall out ¢ T did not.” He went across to the depar-
tore-platform, and saw him, and said, < What is the
“ matter ¥ e rveplied, “The mail is coming up.”
Witness said, ¢ Good God ! this will be a frightinl
“ thing,” After sceing Mr, Sproule, he called the
men together and got them io light the lomps of the
eXpress-train carriages, and to go with M, Sproule fo
the scene of the aceident, of which we had not
heard, but which he expected to ocenr. Mur. Sproule
wheu he left for the scene of aceident told him to fake
charge of the station. When inspectors Parker ov
Cooper had heen away he hud very often taken their
dnty, and sent messages altering the erossing-places
of trnins, The process he adopted was to write the
Inessage Limsclf in a single-line boak, ITe did not
remember to have ever nsked a telegraph-clerk to
write it for him, or know that the luspectors ever did
50, Both this and the last witness said they always
signed o message before sending it. 1t was against the

rules to send one unsigned. He never sent a crossing
ovder to an cueine-driver, he always handed it to him
hiimself.

LEdward Trew, inspector of police for three years in
the employ of the Great Itastern Railway Compuny,
said Dhis duties were sololy police duties, and he
knew nothing of the iworking of single lines.  He
was on duty at Thorpe station on the 10th Sep-
tember, about 9.30, and was at the telegraph-office
window, and =aw Robzon inside the telegraph-
oflice, standing against the wicket, so that the wit-
ness conld not soe anyone clse in the office. Rob-
gon asked him if he knew where the down express
was, Ie vreplied, *She has  just left.”  Roh-
son then said, “ What, left the yard ?” and secmed
about to make an exclamation. Cooper came up
hurriedly and said, “You have'nt ordered the mail
“ up, have you #” or “ Don’t order the mail up;” he
was not sure which, but was inclined to think it was
the former. Robson said, ¢ Why you told me to
“ order her np.” Cooper replied, I distinctly told
“ you not to do s0.”  Cooper then turned from the
wicket to Inspeetor Parker, who was standing near,
but whom witness had not scen before, and said,
thouglh he could not give his exact words, * They
have ordered the mail up.” Witness stopped to
hear no more. e knew what musgt occur, and hurried
away to ake arvangemcents for the relief of the
snflerers of whom he expeeted to hear.

Joln Bye, a shunter at Thorpe station, in the scr-
vice of the Great Eastern Railway Company, said
that he was at the station on the night of the accident,
and about threc minutes after the express had sturted
Inspector LParker called to him and told him that
‘ooper had ordered up the mail from DBrundall.
This was the first he heard of it. e lad ocea-
sionally taken crossing-orders from Inspector Larker
to the cogine-drivers, but never from Iuspector
Cooper.

William Turner, a passenger porter, said he lcard
Cooper tell Parker the mail had left. Cooper spoke
first.

Thomas Drowne, Jokye DBarker, George Daynces,
Jemes Hurt, George Balls, Sumuel Platten, and Edward
Chapman, the other porters on duty at Norwich
(Thorpe) station that night, added nothing important
to the above evidence.

We come now to the evidence us to what transpired
in the telegraph-offiee at the Norwich (Thorpe) station,
which is amongst the most important evidence in the
case,

Jolm Keeble, for six years a clerk in the goods
office, Thorpe station, in the serviee of the Great
Jeastern Railway Company, said that on the nigil of
the necident he was in that telegraph-office.  He
went thore about a quarter jrast nine, to speak to
Robson, but he had no business of the Compuany to
transact. He stayed there until about 933 pou.
About 9.22 there were several knoeks af the
wicket, which was {astened, and Robson went nnd
opened it. Witness looked ont, and saw Cooper, who
had some conversation with Robsonr 5 wnd he remem-
bered hearing the words, ¢ Tell Brundall to seud the
“ ynail on to Norwich,” and he said scmething more to
Robson which lie thought he heard at the time but did
not vemember even the substance of.  Cooper then
went away and Lobsou shut the wicket but did not
fusten it When he heard this conversation he was
sitting on a chair on the right-hand side (looking
towards the plntf'orm) of the wicket. Immediately
Coopor left, Robson asked him to get up whilst he sat
down and wrote out the message. He complied, and
Tobson sat down and wrote down the message diveetly.
e asked witness the time as he could not sec the clock,
and he told him it was 9.23, but correeted at to 9,24,
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Robson put that down, and sent his message to Brun-
dall directly. He (Keeble) saw him send it. He did not
understand the working of the instrument. ‘The reply
cante back immediately, and Robson wrote it in the
boolk at ouce.  Nothing more occurred till » few
minutes afterwards, when Inspector Trow eame fo the
wicket and usked something about o messaze. Ile did
uot remember what. Rohson went to the wicket to
reply to Trew, and asked him where the express was,
His words were, he helicved, “ Trew, where is the
“ express?”  Trew answered, ¢ It is gone.”  Robson
then psked some other auestion whiclh e did not re-

member. At that moment Cooper camc up to the
wicket agnin, and said somcthing about the mail. He
did not remember lis words or the effect of them. Ie

was on the poinut of leaving when Cooper came up the
second time. He left the office and heard no more.
He helieved Robson was at the imstrument when he
lefi the office.  He did not hear him say anything,
Three porsons only came into the office while he was
there. These were William Banham, and John IIol-
royd, and some onc he did not kaow (Charles Donkin).
He thought Holroyd was a clerk somewhere, but
had ncver seen himn before thatevening. Banham
was formerly engagedin the telegraph-office. Holroyd
and Banham were speaking to Robson purt of the
time. Holroyd and the one he did not know cnne
in together, Banham went away after Cooper came to
the wicket. When he (Keeble) got round tothe platform
Cooper and Robson were talking together. He did
not remember whai was said; or recolleet whetlhier
Robson was alone or not when he went in to see him;
nor was he sure whether Holroyd and the man he +lid
not know were in Robson’s office wlhen he went in, but
hie thought thcy were and was surc no onc clse was
there. DBanliain came into the office hefore Cooper
came the frst time to the wicket. He thought IHol-
royd and the one he did not know were in the oflice
wlhen Cooper first came to the wicket.

He was afterwards reealled, and said further :—
He went into the telegraph office as lie had he-
fore suid.  He spoke to Robson, he did nof re-
member what he suid.  He ways standing nearly all
the time he was there, but not in one particular
place.  The first thing he noticed out of the common
was Cooper knocking at the wicket, which was
fastened by 2 bool being placed to prevent it from heing
slid back. e was about two or three feet from the
wicket and on the side of it on which the instrumcuts
were placed. When Cooper knocked at the wicket Rob-
son wnoved the hook away and opened the wicket.
He passed Robson as he stood ut the wicket and
saf down on the chair Dbetween the platform-wall
and the table.  He distinctly lieard Cooper say,
«Pell Brondall to send the mail on to Nor-
“ wich.”  IIe was in a perfectly good position
for hearing, but he did not remember now what else
was sald.  Cooper afterwards went away, and Robson
shut the wicket, and asked him to get up for him to
write the message. He believed Rolwon had sent
severnl messages while he was in the office. He
might have gone to the Brundall instrument but le
was not cerfain, Immediately after he spoke with
Cooper, Robson took the boolk up from the shelf hy
tlia wicket, brought it and laid it down on the table,
and asked him to get up and let him write in it, and
he did this before he went to the Brundall instru-
ment. Ie did not know why he asked him to move.
He could not rememiber whether anyone was siiting
on the other side of the table, He could not account
for Robson’s coming to sit on the chair he oceupied,
and turning him out for the pnrpose, unless it was
because lie always wrote on that chair. If Donkin
said e was sitting in that chair it was not true. He
did not sec himi sitting in it during the cvening,
Neither did he ask him to get up tor him to pass hy.
When Robson wrote the message he stood close by
the wicket. Ile only wrote one message, and that
was on the left-hand side of the book, e asked him
the time. Ile looked and thought it was 9.23., hut
now remembered that cither FHolroyd or Donkin

- asked Robson something aboui the majl, He (Keoh,

said J. D. H,, which meant in 18
Linguage 9.24. He believed thegos:{{?ﬁcg te.
glass partition near the entrance to BN
was certain the person who spoke dig HG :
write 9.24 in the book. He tlien seI;t tha -
Brundall, and the reply ecame baek imm d'e Mesgnm
liecved Robson then wrote the pe i ° tefely, 3,
same chair and wrifing in the bool pI}:f going t5 §
whether Robson wrote on both parre: ore could ng
the hook. He did not on that oe%azionou o
niove from the chair. It was unoceupied
did not remecinber having ever seen eitlhe-' ;
Holroyd before that night. After Coo em DOnk.im Ux
to send on the mail from Brunda]] IliogmldRo
wicket hefore leaving it, but he did ;:u)t £ 800 B:hut
did not think it could have been opened aikfu it
his noticing it. He did not see it opeﬁbegmw}:th.
Inspector Trew came.  Tnspector Trew g again ¢
wicket himself. e (Keeble)was stand; ape]?ed.
middle ot the office.  Trew asked Ro])sonn;b.: e
aage,  Ile did ot remmember what Robson wél; =
He remembered Robson asking Trew where the dain
was. Trew answered, © It's gone,” Robgoex'ﬂ -
suid something else to Trew, He holieyeq 1'1{:"'
“ What, left the yard?”  Then Cooper came lllp'

it
b
B

thou left the office alone, and went on to (he Iatf
becanse hie knew something was wrong, and 5 o
what it was. He knew Robson had orde’l'ed the m
up, and that the express had left, He saw Coone:
the wicket, but heard nothing.  As soon ag he 0%
the wicket Cooper went away. e asked Rohg%%
at the wicket front the platform whether the mail} nd g
left, and he sail “Yes” He had known Robarn
about three months, They did not live neas
other. e saw him often during the week, and
seer: him many fimes sinee the accident.

Willicm Jumes Banham, o law-clerk, oceasior
employed by the Great Iiastern Railway Compan
telegraplic-mossenger, confirmed the above stateme
a5 to the message and to its being sent.  He i
did not remember that Cooper added anything |
to it, or that there was any reply., Witness was stan
ing about two yards from the wicket, close to 1
counfer on which the telegraph-instruments
plaiced. Ifc was therc when Robson shut the wie
The latter wrote the mnessage in the usaal book
called on the instruments, He worked the inat
ments for about a minute and seemed to be sendt
the message, and then scemed to receive a reply:
he went to the same book and wrote in it, but he }1*
not sce what he wrote. No interval elapsed betwee
the shutting of the wicket and sending of the mes
sage. Lobson then shut the book and placed it near::
the wicket. Ile had to get up, to reach round & small ©
pariition-board, and he placed the hook on the shetts i
near the wicket-door inside the office. The wicket was ==
then quite shut, No one clse came to it. He st& ed
at the offiee fonr or five ininntes after that, and
went away. No one but Keeble, Holroyd, and Donldl
were there. There was no noise or talking W]ﬂ!”!i"'
Robszon worked the instrument. T

Afterwards he was further examined, and said that: £l
on the night of the accident, ahout 9.20., h‘f‘ i&.ﬂ s
Cooper comne to the wicket and say to Robson Telis
“ Brundall to send up the mail before the down frail
“ leaves Norwich.” He believed Keeble was sxttmﬂgg 5
with Dbis back to the platform-wall. Witness s
standing Dhefween the wicket and the cupboard Of
which the Instrunents stood.  Holvoyd was sm.ndl_ﬂg.-'

il he
near the entrance-door by the glass-partilon "‘?dn = R
v L Y [ e
did not kuow wlhere Donkin was,  Aftet Coope kgt v,
in the message Robson shut the wicket, t00

Look, and wrote in it Then he worked on e 1;111 L

strument, and returned and wrote in - the hoolf;g £ g 5
He could not soy whether he wrote on tW0 Si shTi

the hook, or an one side, hefore e went (0 the mt o
ment.  When he carae hack from the lllstl.%]:iou P
wrole only on Lis right side of the book.

: I, the
not sny whether he wrote on the top of the boo%



B ddle of the book, or the bottom of the book, before he
went to the instrument, or whether he wrote on the top
of the bool or the bottom of the book when he came
' pack from the_instrument. Ile did not Im:'n' him ask
pody the time, or see him write the time in the
pook. The wicket could not have been opened after
Cooper first visited it wu‘:houthls_secmg it. It was not
opencd again until he lefe the office at 9.28. When he
. frst wont into the ofﬁge he asked Robsen for s short-
* hand book, and, exeepting t.h{u:,:md perhaps another word
or bwo more, he was ta]k.m.u; to Kceble all the time.
Their conversation was chiefly about tclegmph—wo_l‘k-
ing, and he was trying to read off by the ear-taps which
Keeble made on the ta}}le. Keol_)lc was all thiy timne on
the chair inside the wicket agninst the platform-wall.
Keeble resnmed his sent after Robson had written in
the hook, and he waz there when he left the office,
When Robson wrote in the book I{ceble stood near him,
He (Banham) believed he saw Doukin sitting in  the
chair between the table and the wall for about & minate.
He believed he got up to speak with Holroyd at the
door. He =at on the other ehair which was by the
firc-place just after he entered the oflice. e got up
from that chair to work oune of the telegraph-instru-
ments, ‘That was before Cooper came to the wicket. A
mescage was laid on the instrument in the usual place,
and he was culling <Y, M. for Wymondham, Ile did
pot vemember whether he received any reply from
Wymondham, and it was then Kecble was tapping on
the table. ITe bhelicved Keeble was interrnpted in his
taps when Cooper knocked at the wicket, and that
" Keeble was tapping on the table both before and after
Cooper cante to the wicket. During part of the time
Donkin was talking to Robson, and partof the time to
Holvoyd. Donkin was sitting in the chalr between
the table and the wall before Cooper came to the
wicket. After Robson had written in the book he
rose from the chair, and put the book round the little
wooden partition on to the shelf. He (Banham) was
now engaged in learning the duties iu the telegraph-
office at Thorpe station, but not at the time of the
4 aecident. Ile went away home after Cooper hud given
& inthe message. He heard him say no more.
| ' Johs Holroyd, a clevk in the post-office since
. January 1870, said he went to the ollice at 9 or 9.10,
and Keeble came in about 9.15. The next shing he
saw was Cooper coming to the wicket, which was open,
~and speaking to Robson; but he did not heawr what
4 he said; he (witness) was standing against the door
i of the office. He saw Robsou wrile in a book and
send o message on the instruments, but hie thought he
sent the message first, and wrote in the hook after-
wards. He wrote in the hook at the table on the
right of the wicket, looking towards the platforu,
Witness was tatking to Charles Donkin, standing
near the door at the time. He did not see Robwon
write in the hook move than once. Ie thought
he wrote two messages down at once. Ile believed
he wrote on the left-hand side of the book first,
and then on the right-hand side, at the same sitting.
I He did wot hear anyone ask the time at & hat
o moment. Ile was facing Robson as he wrote, and
about o yard and half' from the hook. Witiress left the
office, and went ont on the platform, when he saw
it was 9.38 by the station clock. At nbout 9,30
he saw Ceoper come to the wicket on the platform.
Robson left the wicket and went to the instrument,
He heard Cooper say, “ Oh, my God!” and then lie
turned away, saying something else which he did not
cateh. He saw no one else atb the wicket at that time,
nor heard anything that Rohson said.  Ilobson ran to
the instrument diveetly, but did not appear to send o
fresh message, and was not there half n second. He
could not see any other person outside on the platform
if anyoue stood in front of the wicket, He did not
see Cooper after he first came to the wicket until
he came agnin at 9.30, but he wight have come
withont his secing him.  There was ne larking
at all in the office, und no one intefered with Robson
in the performance of his duties.  Donkin was there
to see Robzon about some lodgings. They werc not
on telegraph-duty ; he aecompanied Donkin, a friend
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of his; no one was there besides Robson, Banham,
Keeble, Donkin, and himself,

He also was recalled and added that his only
reason for going to the telegraph-office on the 10th
September was to aceompany Donkin.  They reached
the office between 9.0 and 9.10 pan., and he sat
down on the cupboard ncar the glass partition.
He did not remember what Donkin did. ‘The first thing
that attracted his attention was the entrance of Keeble ;
he did not notice where he went to; he (Holroyd)
was sitting on the cupboard doing nothing and saying
nothing ; he had not exchanged a word with Donkin
about his evidence. He was in court yesterday when
Donkin gave his evidence, but did not krow, as he was
nnable to hear, all that he said. He suw Cooper come
to the wicket, amd saw Robson go to the wicket.
e heard nothing and only saw Robson and Cooper ,
Robson Jeft the wicket and went straight to the
instrument.  He thought he went to the third one
from the cupboard on which he (witness) was sitting.
Lle appeared to be sending a message, and then he
left, and went to the table, and wrotc somecthing in
n book, Robson sat down ; he saw no one move for
im. He sat on the chair between the table and the plat-
form-wall.  Some oune might have moved without Lis
secing it.  When Robson was at the instrument the
sceond time he said, * Leave the office, leave the
oflice.” He supposed he intended that to apply to
Donkin and him. They left dircetly, about 9.32.
I{ceble had gone out just before, and Banliaun five ov
ten minutes before. He did not see Inspector Trew
come to the wicket, he could have come without his
seeing him.  He did uot notice Doukin sitting at
all.  He spoke to him against the fire-place, they
were theu standing, He did not see what Robson
wrote in the book, He saw him write at that sitting
on both sides of the book, .

Charles Donkin said he was a telegvaph velief-
clerk employed at the-post office in Norwich, e was
at the telegraph office at Thorpe station on the
evening of the accident.  He went there between 9.0
and 9.10 p.m. He went with Holroyd to speak to
Robsou in regard to lodging with him, and did so.
He bad known him about four months, and had
occasionally called to see him.  When he rcached the
office Robson was disengaged, Keeble und Banham
were there. He had wot scen Ieeble before, He
did not notice anything until 9.30 or 9.35, five minutes
before he left. During the 20 minutes previously he
saw Robson go to two or three lnstruments,  ITe kept
talking with Robson and Holroyd nearly all the time.
The principal conversation was between Robson,
Iolroyd, and himselt, It was chiefly about tedgiugs,
About 9.30 he saw Ilobson go to the Brundall tele-
graph-instrument, and he supposed e was sending” o
message.  He did not notice his writing in a book,
nov did he sec anyouc come to the wicket to speak to
him before Le went to the instrument. e (witness)
was sitting in the right-hand corner (looking towards
the platform) of the office, aud his back was turned to
the platform.  He was 1} or 2 yards from the wicket,
but there was o thin serecu abont 3 feet deep, and 12
or 18 inches wide, between hiin and the wicket. Iie wus
in a good position for hearing anything which Robson
might have said, o for hearing anything that might
have passed at the wicket. He did not hear anyone
come Lo the wicket before Robson went to the instru-
ment.  After he went to the instrument witness rose
from the plwce where he had been sitting.  Holroyd
was newr the fire-place and he was speaking to Lim,
Robsou had pointed out the Brundall instrument
to himi before. Ile noticed the single-live message
book on the table where he wus sitting.  Robson
conld not have gone to the iostrument without first
writing in the book unless he had scen it.  {Te did
not write in the book first. He did not sec or
hear anybody at the wicket before Robson went

to the iustrument.  Ile saw  Robson leave the
instrument and then go to write in the book, Ile

seemed to write two seutences on the left-hand side of
the book, and one sentence on the rvight-hand side.
He was sitting at the tuble whilst he did so, and the
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witness was standing at the fire-place, ahoui a yard
from the table, and the beok was between them, so
that he looked over the top of it while he wrote.
He did not afterwards reml what e wrote.  Adter
lie bl finished writing he resumed his  conver-
sution with ITolvoyd and himself, That conversation
was intermmpted by Robson opening the wicket, be-
canse somehody knocked at it He supposed it must
have beeu Mr. Cooper who knocked, heeause, when
the wicket was opened, be saw Lim standing outside,
anel no one else. He knew him by sight. The wicket
was shut and fastened by some hooks at the time of
the knocking,  He did not see the hooks put there,
and had not scen the wicket opened Dbefore then. It
was abont 9.30. e (witness) was silting in the same
position at, the table between 9.0 and 9.10, when he
reached the oflice, and the time when he saw Rohson
go to the Brandall instrument.  Ile got up of lis own
accord just after Robson went to the Brandall instru-
men, {le had only read Holroyd’s evidence, Danham
was sitting at one end of the table and he at the other.
The table was about four feet long, DBanham got up
before hiim and sat down again.  Banham had been
sitiing there three or four minutes hefore Robson went
to the Brundall instrument.  When he left the table
Banham got up to make way for him to get out,
amnd then sat down again. Then Robsen asked
Lim to get up and let him write in the book, and then
it was that he saw Llobson write those three messages
in the book. When Robson apened the wicket on the
knoeking at it, the first words he heard were, “ Oh,
my God!” from Cooper. They had been speaking
before, bt he did not Liear what was said,  He was
not. leking particulu notice.  Cooper made n remark
as he left the wicket whieh he did not hear, and ve-
turned a few sceonds after with Iuspector Parker.
Before Cooper came back with Pavker, Robson went
to rhe Brundall instrument and said something, in
effect ¢ Iad the mail left,” and he hewrd him say
#T4°s left.” Witness then Telt the oflice with Ilolroyd
and went round to the platlform.  ITe saw Cooper in
au agitated state,  Robzou was also in an agitated
state when Cooper came fo the wieket first, When
Cooper and Parker cante to the wicket afterwards they
said nothing. They seemed to be waiting for an
answer from Brundall, hut did not even ask for it.
When Le left the oflice they were at the wicket. Ile
then lett the station and went home, knowing what
wonld happen, without making any inquiry. On secing
the single-line message-hook he recogmised threc mes-
snoes a3 those which were written by Robson at the
tahle as he was looking at him after he enme from the
Brundall instrument.  He saw Inspector Trew on the
platform when he left the offiec, but not at the wicket
when Cooper came to it. e did not know what
beeame of the book afier Robson hind written in it.
Afterwards he snid he was mistaken in saying that
he heard Cooper knocking at the wicket, and saw him
standing there, on the night of the nccident. He
remembered that it was on the previous night that
that happened, e also had made a mistake between
Kecble and Banham. Ie (witness) sat hetween the
platform-wall and the table newr the wicket until 9.20
or .25,  Abent that time, as he judged, he got up and
passedd Keceble, whe was sitting in a chaiv near the
wicket at Lhe end of the table.  He got up to let him
pass, and fhen sat down agnin,  He went to the five-
place where Holvoyd was standing, and stood  talking
to him from about 9.25 till he lefi the oflice at 9.34.
He left the office Leeause Robson said, “ Go out of tho
“ office.”  Although he was sitting close to the wicket,
he did not hear or see Cooper or anyone clse come to
the wicket that night until he saw Robson working the
Brundall instrument, )

John Robson, 17 years of aze on tle 22nd Oe-
tober 1873, having Dheen cautioncd that he need
not. say anything (aud who was nssisted by a solicitor)
saidd he was a telegeaph-clevk in the employment
of the Great Hastern Railway Company and lul
been so between 14 and 13 months. He came on
‘duty at 8.0 p.n, on the 10th Septemher. He was

a0t very busy then ; there was
keep him comfortably emploved, F P
called at the oﬂicc.y I-Iollr(;yd an;lpojls‘;,oi-hm fri
first together abour 9.5 or 9.10; thenn L gy
Kecble cune in ahout 9.13, and Banham, fl‘le beliays
later. e bad been in the habit of qn by
li_ne messages for upwards of 14 montl;fm]
tice was for the inspector to come m
in the case of sending one of these m

,c,»_nmaLimcs he eame into the office E8sages, _biﬁé{“"
Cooper hie Delieved that e as oftan
sages for him as he wrote them [op himaelf I
nearly always written  the messtocs fo He hg
Parker sometimes eame into the ofrfic.e I??
very scldom didso. When they wrote tiiq mu::
Cooper they had to put the hook oyt ol fhs
for him to sign. He had never withiy his e
sent o message first and then writt g
aflerwards.  He had never
single-line mossage  before Wils
inspeetor.  Between 9.23 and 9.24 on
the accident some one knocked at the wicket, T}
was no fustening to the wicket, Dut it veas sh;it t bl
time, and he thought it was fastened by a lnoknb ﬁq,'ﬂ" -
behind it,  He opened the wicket and saw Coﬁmg'. .
who said to him, “Tell Brnndall to send the pe o2
“ train on before the down train leaves” Hea Pimmﬂ-ll[ L
diately asked Keeble, who was sitting {na chairn'!h
get up and let him write the messame in theb’-i‘:é;
He was quite certain hie wrote the Elessao-e in-ot?h‘ g
hook before he went. to the instrument.  After wﬂﬁng“;"
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it he went direetly to the instrument, He dig ni)i;'L
eyt oy Ja ot . Y e . vl 1
wait for Cooper’s signature hefore sending the message,

beeause Cooper snid he would eome hack directly an
sight it. {Ic never recollected his doing such a thin ;
hef'or_c. Qool)er then woent away immediutely afmi"r
banding in the message, and he had not on'op e
tunity of speaking to him. The bell ontside the
telegrapl office was. used to call the inspector fo :
:‘Ltt.c:n_d to a message frem Brundall, of which he knew .
nothing, but he might have used it to call him back to
sigi the message.  ITe saw Cooper run away from the
wicket, He had not had a moment’s hesitation n
writing the message, going to the instrument, and:
degpatching the message.  He knew he was breaking
lis instruetions, but he expected Cooper to return
and sign it.  What was cntered in the book was not
preeiscly what he sent to Brundail, because he added”
“A. Coaper” to it. e sent it as a signed messags
to Brundall, although it had not been signed in the
book.  After sending the message he received the
reply from Brandall before Ieaving the instrument,
and then wrote it in the hook. He was eertain he
wrote the message hefore going to the instrament, and
the veply after leaving it.  Before writing 9.24 on
the left-hand page at the top of the book, he asked
Keeble for the time and he gave it him. The entry
9.25 opposite the message and venly was from his
own observation of the clock, The 51?ccczcding messaTe,
—*“ When the up mail train has arrived at Norwieh

“ will line be clear for 9.10 pm. down passenger
“ train to Brundall #*—he wrofe as soon #s he had
finished writing the reply at 9.25 from Brundall; and
e wrote it without orders, but in readiness, becatse
e believed that the inspector wonld shortly requiré
such o message to be sent to Prundall before the
down train eould leave Novwich, ITe next laid the
hook on the ledge neav the wicket, ready for the
inspector to come and sign it, This would be about
9.26 pm, e then went on with other messiges @
which no record was kept, except by filing the mes=
sages themsclves.  Fle believed there were four other
messages, At about 9.30 Tnspector Trew came Y
the wicket (o inquive about a messaze for Walsinghai,
when, on lookiug out of the wicket, he noticed that
the express train was not standing under Fhe zll'ﬁ«".de*
and he said to ‘Trew, “ Where is (he down frain ¥ 0F

¢ Has the down train gone 77 Tle did not vemember
the words, bul that was their offeet. Il reply Wm; i
that she had gone.  He asked if it had left the s .'
Just then Inspector Cooper rushed to the wmkel;r
appeared to he in o state of great excitement ; 0.




pim t0 tel Brundall to cancel bLis single-line
L and stop the mnail, When he looked at the
elock it wos 9,52, He knew there was no time to
write the message in- proper form in the book.  He
mn fo the Brwalall lustroaent, and  told Brandall,
u Stop mauil.”  Brondall imunediately veplied, ¢ MMail
s loit.” e told Cooper what Brundali snid, and asked
pim to sign the messaze and the reply,  Cooper said,
wNo, I never guve you the message,™  He said,
“Yes you did, or why, it you did not give me the
pessaze, 40 You Now cone back to cancel it#” e
palievad that was all thut transpired hetween Cooper
qod him.  The above was as nearly aceanrate as he
could remember, e veceived the message ai 9.24,
and 25 the madl was due to leave Benndall ot 9.25 he
feared thot he should deluy it if he did not seml off
the message immediately.

e was waiting Detween 923 and 9.32 Ter Cuoper
to conte baek nmd siga the message, I he had rung
the bell Cooper would have veturned and “made o row™
for being enlled away frome his duty,  The messege
gevet lay wailing for Lhe inspectors signatures, They
might oo away, but not for o minnte, and they always
came baek amd signed it before it was sent. When
. they did not come ek to sign the reply, he sometimes
rang the bell to eall their adtention to i, and that was
wihen they complained. e did not use the bell on this
ccension, for he was cxpecling Cooper’s rainem every
half minute. When he was sifting ot the toble,
writing the message i the book, [elroyd was facing
him, and was botwoen the fire-place and the door,
Belove getting up the sccond time he wrote the
wmesaace which he thought would be required, but
wos nob sent. This would explain that he did write
two meszures on eppesite sides of the book at the
sne siklng,

He wlso was reealled, and sakd further, alter beieg
aain cuntioned, that he was positive that Keeble
was i the ehalr between the table and e plat-
form-weell at 9.24, when Cooper cune to the wicket,
for L usked him fo get up for him to write, He
wrole the wessage on the top of the lefl-hand page
before he went to  the instrument ; he then went
to the instrument aud sent the messaze, and reeeived
the reply, and then wrote the reply on the right-hand
prge, el then second tlie message on the left-
hand page below the first message,  He saw Donkin
near ihie fire-place with Holvoyd, but not near the
clinir between the platform-wall and the fable.

He was then examined 85 to certrin nusigned mes-
sages {Appendix I8) found in the single-line Looks,
e wceonuted for the first vusigned messnge of Felu-
ary 12l 1874 by sopposing thut Cooper miglht
possibly have sigied on the right-hend when sewd-
ing the wessage, sl rotined to put the date o
the reply. I the next ease, May 1st, 1874, he
wroty dlown the messuge as he read ic off the instro-
ment from Brundall, tmt bad omitted appavently o
put down the signature telographed.  The two
next cases witness had nothing to do with, as Mr.
Llubburd bad entered the messages, In the thivd
ese, which did not relute to hiw, Inspector Iwn-
Phivey had dictated the message, but had not sigued
uniil he rveturued for the rveply ot 124 pam., six
minuies after the time the messnge was given in for
transnission, whon he had zigned the reply only. 1o the
tourth ense, 24th August 1874, the message wus #cnt
wid the ropdy received at the sane time, 122, and
the reply only was signed, It was perhaps explained
by the iwspector uet thinking it wecessary to sign
fwice in the same minute.

Alfred Cooper (who was also cantioned), said he
was an inspector at the Norwieh (Therpe) station,
in the service of the Great Eastern Iulway Cowm-
pany, mnl bad been so for 15 years, Ilv had
Leen in the labit all that time of sending what
are called single-dine messages. The responsibility
of altering the crossing-places of trnins ou the
single line had rested on bim during thal period
wien he bad Leen onduty,  His practice in regard
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to thut duty had been to go to the wicket st the
telegcraph offiee, and sometiumes, but very seldom,
into the office. If he wanted n train sent forwaed
from Brundall out of the erdinury eourse, he either
wrote the message himsell” ov asked the clerk to write
it for DLim. It was very awkward sonictimes writing
messnzes himself, nnd he frequently nsked the clerk
to write them for him. In the case of the clerk’s
writing it, he (the wituees) stood outside mul waited
fill Lo Lind written it, aud then signed it. He had
sometimes asked the elerk to write the message, and
then gone to make out the starting order, md returned
to sign the book. He had never given an ovder for
thul teain, and gone away wilhout signing it.  Bome-
times e had been called away in the morning, and
goue without completing a messages, aud had retiened
afterwards to sign it.  He wos not aware, and shonold
Lare no means of knowing, whether in the meantime
the message was despatehed or not. He was not so
linble to b called away from the wicket while sending
a message o the evening es i the morning.  His
first duty when he came on of an evening was to
attend fo the express train from London and the mail
from Yarmouth, When he had lett o messnge un-
signed, the elerks fresuently had rung the bell for him
t come and sign it. He belioved he might have
complained when they had rung the bell for him from
the telegraph-office.  They raug the hell commonly
when they bad a message for the inspector. On the
10th September, the express being late, and looking
fram the platforn at the telegraph-wicket, and sceing
that it had not ecume in, he opencd the wieket, but
did net knoek av it, and xaid, “ Mr., Robson, the
4 gxpress is not in; we will have the mail ap before
“ the down train leaves,” or words lo that cffoet,
He snid, = All right,” and he (witness) stepped a pace
or two hackwards and forwards waiting to sign.  Ha
did not go away suywhere,  He expeeted Robson to
write out a message for him (o sign, About half o
minute after, or in less than a mioate, he saw the
express rumaing in from the ticket-platform to the
arcade, Tle went straight tu the wicket, not having
gone move than three yawds from it since he had
given in the message, nnd said, *Mr. Robson, don’t
“ order the mail up.  The express is ranning in; we
# ywill get her away first.,”  The wicket was open,
aid Robson was standing at the table tucing him. e
was not sure whether the wicket had been shot
betwaeen the time of his giving in the messige wnd
the tiwe of his eaneelling it,  IIe understood Roeb-
son to say, “All right, eaptain,” which was whaul
he wsed to esll Lim. He then left the telegraph-
wicgket, and woeni to the wrrival-platfom ac the
opposile side of the station to nssist with tho express,
Inspector Darker eame to hing wnd aghed it he had
ordercd the mail up.  When the expross was late he
always usked the question,  He replivd, ® No, sir;
“ cortainly not,” or #“I have not. et us get the Lrain
“ pway as soon as possible”  This was done, and the
express storted at 9.31.  He walked round io the
telegrnpli-wicket aguin, to wdvise Recdham of the time
the down trajin leit Novwieh, which is the practice
when the train 15 15 minuies e, and said 1o Robson
that he wanted to sead an M1V de, a wain-nessige
1o Reedham, Delore he could get the words out of
his mouth, Robsou said, ¢ I have ordered the mail up.”
Witness said, < Good Gead, Robson, how darc you
“ grder the mail up when I distinetly told you not fo
“ do so.” He said, © You did nothing of the kind.”
Witness said, * How dare you asgert such o lie 7 and
added, * A lie stauds for nothing.” Rulizon had not
time to write the :icesuze in the Look before he
cancelled it,  When wuiting to sign he did not see
what was going on inside the oflice. e could not
account at all for what Robson did. Ile thought
Le noticed three young men in  the oflice when
he handed in the message, buk not when be can-
celled it. e believed the wickel was shut while
be was waiting,  Ele slipped the wicket huek to cancel
the message.  He heard ve talking in the telegraph-
office, When the express urrived thwt night, he went



round and assisted with the passengers’ luggage at the
arrival-platform.  He had no menns of knowing when
the frain was af the ticket-platform,  Mr, Spronle and
Le had spoken about the express being Tate, nud it was
in consequence of that he went to the wicket and
gave the messagze, He did wat know that he hod
ever hal ocension to cancel a message before. e
hael Lefore allowed the wicket to be shut whilsl he
wha waling to sign a message.

Afterwards be also was reenlled and re-cautioned, mud
he made the following further stalement.  Before the
arrival of the express, and abont 9.6, he went into Mr,
Sproule’s office, nud remained theve nutil about 9,20 or
9.21, leoking through the orders for the next day, He
(Couper) was standing n the otfice all that time look-
ing through the ovders. The orders veluted to tha
traflic-arrangements  for the wext morning.  Mr
Sproule wos there all the thne,  They were speaking
about husiness, and with regard to the wail train he
thought ho spolie first about 9,20, and suid the express
was not in, Thoey bad had no advice about if, and
be sugmested  the bringing up of the mail,  His
(Mr, Sproule’s) words were, ¢ You had bettor do so,”
or something to thot effect. (It will be remembered
that Mr. Sproule directly contradicted this, and suid
fivst that Clooper eame ta his oliee ot 9.16 and after-
wards that Cooper was not in his oflice more than
three or forw minutes.)  He understoed Mr, Sproule
to assent to briugivg up the mail. 11 was then
he went to the wicket, and he Believed ho knocked
ab it. It was closed, and Rebson opened it.  He
snid to him “The express is not i, We had Dhotter
have  the mail wp” or words to that effecr.  Hu
then paced  hackwards and  forwards  waiting  to
sien the message Tor about half a minote or three-
fquarters of’ o minute anpd saw the express running
i from the ticket-pladornn into the station; and
he told Rlobson not ife order the mail up ax the
express  wus running in, He waderstood him to
reply, * All vight, capliin.”  1Te olmerved some onc
in the oflice v the first, but not on the secomd oe-
caxion.  Ile closal the wicket, ns he always did,

because the wind was disagreceble to those inside..

Ho did not inquire whethey IRolson had written the
muszage ay he did ot think he had had time to do so.

Wlliean Pletford, the sintion-master at Bendall,
sbd e Liad beoy so for oight years and nine months,
ITe had eften toalter the erossing-nplaces of trning dur-
ingdhat thme, Inease of irregulavicy in a meeting frain
e telegraphed to Norwieh to wrrange neeordingly.
He sometimes signed o message before it was sent,
sometimes afterwards. It all depended ou the husiness.
Soumetines he wrote & message, and someliwes in-
strneted bis elerk, Thomns Spieer, to do =0, More
frequently the lotter did se, and sometimes i< son, a
lad ol twelve years did so, whilst he was standing by,
wnd then they would send the message.  LIe never
had adlowed the calling on of the mail to be taken on
the instruiuent by suyone but himself.  He sent the
message bimselt on the evening of the accident. e
produced the book with the eutry—

“Send the up il train on to Norwich hefore the
“ 9,10 puan, down passenger train leaves Novwich.

# Signed A, Cooper. ‘Time received 9,26.7

e veeeived this himself with the siguature @ A.
Cooper " to it If that signature Lad net been
attached the train would never have beew stted.
He veplied, as noted jn the book —

“ 1 will sead the upmail train on to Norwich before
the 9.10 pan, down passenger trnin lesves Norwich,

“ Signed W, Plafford.  Time received 9.26.”
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The up mail deew into the station just after he had
receivad that muessage and scut hagk the reply. Tle
turned ronnd from tho instrument and sew the mai
stopping  at the platfurm,  He wrote the ovder for
the il o stert wnd gave ic himself’ to ile cngine-
driver,  The mail then lefs af 9,28, After secing the
train leave, he stood watching the Instrument, and at

9.:_%3 F‘Q[‘I'ib’(:d the messagrp, “ Sf.op up maj] »
pled mstautly, @ Up il Las left.” Ty, hes
he received was 5o block the Tine aftep i
He acecunted for the absence of SIENAturee 3
singleline telegeaph-messngis in ﬂ‘c._hookmh 0 the
purtly by the clerk having omitted 14 EOPI‘Ddu ,
and - purtly by peeple  who had taken ]l\.y them,
omitting to sigr them, and parily by his u:;"’ !
thought it neeessary (0 sion at the hottom Df% b
sige as well as on the opposite pace, Ay he h :
ol the telegraph-iusteaments, and ulsg of the g :
of” the erossing-places of the trning, it djg % teration
to him %o be of the smme impartance thyg o
sign the messages in the book as ag Nor
always telegraplod his signntires though he g
always entered them in the boolr, Tl Dl\nd nfd e
ceived an unsigned message from Norwiel, oy
might wait fov ever; and he would net
without the receipi of o sigued message, His b

of duty were {rom 6.30 aau. to 9,23 p.lg, e ;\‘a e
hard at werk all the time,  He lhad g chork él:i:llm
porter, and was sometimes sssisted by his son H“
watched the Jattur. - He gave 1o special notiee ag gy 3
seribed by the Rule 142, and queted o ghe “-EL.]‘:
ingy time-bill, prge 40, for September 1874, 1o the "uur&
for the train to procecd. He only handed the ?l‘mﬂl
starting-order on o printad form ta the Cl]gi11(5'dl'i.Ter
and this was bLis practice.  Besides doing this, be in.
formed both guavds and the cngine-driver verbally
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* You are gaing ou hetore the 9.10 down tepin.” He
also ¥aid to the last guwmd, “ Make haste and get the
“ tru'!n away." His books were inspected somefimes hy
Mr, Draper. The last inspection was  Tpss thun
twelve mouths ngo.  He resided iu the station with
his family.
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Thomus Spicer and Fillioue Platford the younger
confirmed the nbove evidenee, and Spicer added’ that
he aecomnied for the abscenee of signatures to some
of the messages in the Brindall single-line baok, by
supposing he ad been ealled away Lefore he could
sign, or had forgotten to do s 1le was not on duty
at the time of the acctdent.

MMr. Synwnds, station-naater ab Drandon for 10
years, said the London express syvived at Brandon
on the 10th of September nd 748 pan. and left at
7510 It owas due to leave at 7.40, nnd was there-
fore 1! minutes late,  If the train was 13 minutes
late he had orders to telegraph it forward.  So that
Le did not telegraply it on the night of the accident,

Next follows the evidence of two guards, one from
cach teeiu. The others were too much iujured to be
able to appear.

Jowes Chapmen, (passenger guard in the Greab
Fastern Railway Company’s sevvice for 13 yeors)
said he was gunrd from Lowestoft o Readhae with
the 8.20 pan. train for Norwich on the night of the
aceident, 1le joined the Yarmouth tenin at Reedbum,
and then beenme under-guaed.  His portion of the
train consisted of one first-class, two second-elass, $wW0
third-clnss carringes, and oue break-van,  His van
was pluced next behind the Yarmonth train, and his
carviages were bebind his van,  ‘Phe Yarmouth tran
was in front of his tenin,  He did not take the (Ime
at Bruudsll as he was not in charge,  Lhe slsbon-
master there told him they were golng up hefore the
down train.  That was after they had been h
4 minuze or o minute ut (he station, e toid them tw
get away as soon as fhey could, [t was raming af
Drundall and all the time they were mnning till the
aceident oecurred, It was very dark indeed. Abol‘l:‘
two or three minutes afier leaving Brundall he we]l;
to sit on the seat looking out of the window, ‘md ‘e
noties!l nothing till he folt the shock of i-hﬂ_colhbl?hi
He did net hear o brenk-whistle, neither did he ?E;i
a gliwkening of speed.  ITis van was the first V_’ehlc?
thal exeaped without beivg broken, except the “'m.dowé
which Lis arm went through, Aftec the accider
hie went baek to Broudall to protect his trais
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George Nend, passenger guard in the Greut Eastern
Railway Compuny's service, said he Jeft London as
pead-guard with the five o'clock express. The train
arived at Cambridge at 6.33 pan,, three minutes late,
They reached the t.wkur.-plluifm‘m at Norwieh (Thorpe)
9.18, and the arrvival-platform at 9.23. is traia from
Norwichwas composed of two first-cluss, two composite,
ywo sceond-class, five thivd-class earriages, two hrenk-
gans, wrd 2 horse-box.  They lefi Cawmbridge, Ire bi-
lioved, eight minutes late, from delay in attaching o
porse-hox.  They lost a mingte ov two at Ely.  On
reaching Norwich, hie rode down with Inspector Puy-
ser from the ticket-platform to the station.  He asked
nim, < If they were ¢ woing down betore the up mail
greived 27 He said # Yes, hut he must see Cooper
gret,”  Nothing move passed between them.  He was
riding, when Le lett Norwich,in the fenth vehicle from
the engine, and there were four vehicles behind his von,

. Parker was calling out at the last moment for some

Ingange belonging ta Mr. Pulracr, which was left in the
cloal-room ; ancd that lngeage was put in at the otl side
of the train by Barker the porter. It was just be-
ginning to rain when they left. Norwich, and it wus
very dark. e had torned a portinuntean on its end
aud was sitting on it, and had got out his book to sce
whether his value-book corresponded with the number
of parcels in liis van, A he was doing this he felt the
shock of the collision. e had heard no whistle nor
feit any slackening of speed. He was thrown down.
They conld not make up time between Wymondham
and Norwich, there being only 14 minutes nllowed for
nine miles, and they did not do so.

Jolm Phillips, an enoine-driver in the service of the
Company, proved that the engine of the Company,
No. 285, which had drawn the express train on that
evening from Cambridge to Norwich, and against
which some compinints had beon made, was in good
working order.

My, Witliam Adums said he was locomotive super-
intendent of the Great Iastern Railway, and had
been so for about 15 months, e wis previously
locowotive  superinteadent of the North London
Railway for nearly 20 years, e had visited the seene
of the accident, and had asecrtained from personal
inspeetion that the cngine-drivers of the two traing
conld, if the atmosphere had heen clear, have scen cach
othors head-lights for a distance of 320 yards us the
trains approached one another. FEven considering the
weather, as described on the night of the necident,
he believed they might have seen each other for
that distance. They would both have been tra-
velling at o specd of ahout 20 to 25 miles un hour.
The train approuching Norwich would have had the
steamy of its engine shut off' a little before that point,
and the train (rom Norwich would havdly have zot
into speed.  ‘Fhe engine of the train from Norwich
had cylinders 15 inches in dinmeter with 24 inches
stroke, outside the framing. The wheels were, four
of them coupled, and were § feet 6 inches in diameter ;
and the leading wheels weve 3 feet 6 inches in diameter.
The weight of the engine in running order would be
26 tons. Tt was No. 218, and was used for goods or
Passenger traius.  The cugine of the train from Yur-
mouth was No. 54, an cxpress ontside-cylinder engine,
diameter of eylinders 16 by 24 inches stroke, single
driving wheels 7 feet diameter, leading and trailing
wheels 3 feet 6 inches in dinmeter; mxd the total weight
was 30 tous.  DBoth were tender-engines,  When he
saw the engines, the chimneys nnd smoke-boxes were
destroyed, and the smoke-box tube-plates -were laid
bare.  TFhe eylinders were driven back and the framing
was hent out. The framing wis further bent so that
the leading wheels of the express engine expecially
were thrown out of square.  The land-mils woere
broken away from the foot~plate.  The tanks were
knocked away from the nuder-framings of the tenders,
There were 13 vehicles destroyed, and four damaged.
The destroyed vehicles were a thivd-class, & coniposite,
anoghier composiie, third, secoud, third, second, and »

13

horse-box ; all these were in the {vain for Yurmouth.
I'n the other train were two composites, n third-cluss,
amadl van, and a composite.  There were two bhreak-
vans to ench train, with itwo guards, besides tender-
breaks. He believed the engine-drivers snw each other
us he found the stenm shut off on both eugines.  1le
looked at the reversing-lever of No. 218 engine, and
it was in mid gear. He believed also that the {re-
men of both engines had endeavoured to apply the
tender-bregks.  There were 14 vehicles in the train
from Norwich, and 13 vehicles in the train from
Yarmouth.

He went on fo say that No. 291 engine took the
London express frou: London to Cambridge, and No., 285
engine took the train from Cambridge to Norwich on
the 10th September. These are both express engines,
and in first clags condition, having 7-feet driving-
wheels, There was no truth in the allegation contained
in the Jetter tlat one engine was infertor to the other,

My, Willian Cochrell Bardwell, n clerk In the
office of the superintendent of the Great astern Rail-
way Company in Louodon, handed in a list {(Appendix
G.) of the sufferers by the collison.  Up to that
time 23 people had died, of whom 19 were passengers
and four were servants of' the Company working with
the trains,  Of the passengers killed only one was a
servant of the Company. Altogether 73 passengers
and fwo guards bad been injured, besides the 23 who
had died, so far as he hud ascertained,

In Appendix H. will be fownd o return of the
times of arrival of the down express and up mail
traing in question, for the year ending 31st August
1874,

Conelusion.

This is the most serious collision between traius
meeting one another on a single line of rails, if not the
wost  serious vailway eatastrople as regards the
nunibers of lives lost and serious injuries, that has yet
been experienced in this country. In discussing the
cirenmstances nnder which it occurred, it will he
necessary first to consider the system adopted in the
working of the line, and how far it was Hable to break
down in consequence of mistakes or misnnderstand-
ings on the part of the scrvants of the Company em-
ployed to carry it out ; sccoudly, to examine the im-
mediate causes by which the aceident was produced,
and the blame to Dbe attached to the servants
of the Compoany implicated ; and thirdly, to con-
sider the prineiples generally adopted in the work-
ing of single lines, and the means by whieh the risk
of uceidents of this nnture may best be provided
agninst.  Fhe system employed may, as will be
observed from the cvidence, be easily described.
Referring to the particaluv portion of line in question,
no engine-driver, whether running punctually or
not, with a regular train or with a special traio,
wis allowed fo leave either Norwich or Brundall
without instructions betng banded to him on o printed
form (Appendix D.) authorising him to proceed on
his jowrney. The duty of formally starting the engiue-
driver in this manner devolved on the inspector on
day or night duty st Norwich, sud on the station-
master at Brundadl.  So long as the trains were
running punctually, fecording to properly-avranged
working time-tables, there could of course, in no case,
be any risk of sueh a collision, It was only when
specinl trains were employed, or when there were altera-
tions from the crossing-places luid down in the time-
tables, that clements of risk were introduced.  Before
trains were allowad, in consequence of unpunctuality
or otherwise, to cross each other at places not appointed
in the working time-tables, telegraphic messages in
simple forms always adhered to (Appendix IN), had to
he exchanged between the two stations, At Brundall
the respousibility vested on the statiou-master wlone.
Tt was hix duty to work the telegrapli-instraments, as

* Theve were Lwo other denths Jater, whilst (his veporl was passing
{Trrcnsly e press,
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well as to arrauge for any alterations in the crossing-
places of the trains. At Norwich this duty was
divided hetween the inspector and the telegraph-clerk,
IL was the duiy of the inspector to write, or to employ
the teleeraph-clerk to write, and when writlen to
sign, any message on single-line business 5 it was the
duty of the clerk to transmit such wessage  when
signed ; and it was, further, the duty of the inspector
to sign the reply, without which the message was not
considered complete, and which, when properly re-
ceived, Indicated that it had been well understood.
S long ng (his system was stricdly adhered 1o, no
collision between meetiog traing could De expected to
ocenr ; but there was clearly, in the eveut of any
laxity of practice, less Hubility o misinke at Bmndall,
where one man wax responsible for the whole wr-
rangement, than at Novwich, where
making and completing the arrangement, aud of trans-
mitting the message, was divided betweenan inspector
and o telegraph-clerk.,  But even at Norwich, there
was little, if any, risk of mistake, il fhe inspector took
care that no change of erossing-places was permited
without a proper message, siguned by himscll, heing
entered in the telegeaph-book for transmission, and
a proper veply, also signed by himself, being reeelved
to show that it was understood ; and if he, ot the
same time, acted in accordance with any arrangeicent
he had thus made through the telegraph-clerk with
Brundall.

As regards this particular case, there appears to have
been a misunderstanding in the first place between
the station-master, Mr. Sproule, and Cooper, the in-
spector, as to whether, the express train being late,
the mail train should be ordered up from Brundall.
Mr, Sproule believes that, whilst engaged in signing
letters and pay-shects, he said “Ceriainly not” in
reply to Cooper's suggestion,  Cooper says he under-
stood him to assent to the suggestion, and  went
straight from My, Sproule’s office to the telegraph-
window and acted upon it. Whatever be the truth of
this matter, no danger onght, however, to hiave arisen
in consequence of sieh a misunderstanding.  The
rules and practice in vegard to the working of the
single line ought in cither event to have been saflicient
to prevent the risk of any accideut.

The blame as regards the immedinte causes ol
the collision lies clearly betweeu Inspector Cooper and
Telegraph-clerk Robson. The cvidence as to what
passed between  them rests mainly on their own
statelments, wnd they contradict each other in im-
portant particulars, It is diflicult to Lelieve that In-
spector Cooper  would, almost  fmuediately  nfter
leaving the telegraph-window, have informed Inspee-
tor Purker that he had not ordered the mail train up
from Brundall, and thut the express teain might be
stavied [rom Novwich, unless he had at that mowent
felt satisticd that the message which {(aecording to his
own statement) he direcled Robson to prepare at .21,
had eicher heen delayed for want of his signature, or had
been caneelted, And it i egually dilficult to believe
that if KQobson had heard and nnderstood Cooper
to tell Lim, (as Cooper states le did), to cancel
the message, and had veplicd < All vight, captain,”
e would, if he hud previously transmitted the
messuee, lhave failed to cancel it, or would after-
wards have trausmitted iU in spite of its having
been  cancclled. 1t is evident there was o mis-
take or wisunderstandiug  between  Cooper  und
Robson, and that hoth were to blane,  Cooper ad
mittedly directed Robson to order the watl train
forward  from Brundall; and, having once done so,
ho ought to have mwade very cevtain, cither that
the messuge wus not seunt, or that it was cancelial,
aud et wo  doubt  conld exist on the  subject
betore hc permitted Tuspector Turker to sturt the
express brain ivom Norwich., 1t is true that he had
not signed the message, that it oughe not to have been
transmitted without Lis signature, and that bhe might
suppose that eveu if it had been transmitted without
his signature, it ought not o have been acted upon
al Brundall ; but he should have taken cure that

the duty of

Ctooask for Cooper’s  singature,
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could be no possibility of a mist.a.kel ﬁu
given an instruction  for Tyin o
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forward {rom Broudall, he onght g hay

uscertained whether lhltz messee hyd baen
the  hook, whether it had been  fopw
who!‘hur', ' o, the usanl reply to it‘(
received ; and he ought to have made qujg
that no chance of errov could exist, thag ?p,ll ¢ cor
out 1f written in the Look auwd -1101, tray ‘.Va_s, 8¢
that it was cancelled by 2 seeond Messy ]hn}ltte
been transmitied hefore the e ssuge 1f
But, as  qualifying these vemarks, the ey
Cooper has made, to the effeet that he did not e e
mally canecl the message which was o unfonetow
transwmitlead to Brandall hecnuse e Qid not lhli‘ -l{inutel
had been time lor cither writing it iy the nb there
transmitting it, must not be overlvoked ; ang Rol;?-k or
statement, that Cooper did not eance] the 01'(:1 &‘Oua
the messuge at all, musé also be remembereq i
‘The Lelegraph-clerk, Rolson, admits, ng iu fact b
hoolt shows, that !m forwarded, on COOPCL"S Vel‘i}il ':l‘ns
structions, i unsigned message to Brundall, tha‘t tlg-
reply was ut ouce relurned from Brundall, and that [lmg
r,lu:_ arrangemend was complete for ]Jl'iugin_g up the ma{l
train f.'mm lll'unr"::tl[ at 926 pau. And yei he waited fop
six minutes, undil 9.52 po, without taking ARy Steps
to call COOP(—)I:, au_d to make him sign the mEss:we mI:d
reply, both of which ought to have received hisasiuna.
ture.  IIe had a bell at hand which Le might Tald
rung at any moment, and which would no doubt haye
brought an inspector, if' not also the station-mastep
froru the next office, quickly to Lis window, But hé
nmade no use of it, and it was ouly, according to his
own nccount, when the Inspeetor of Policel(Trew] -
came on other Dusiness to the telegrapli-windew at
0.82 pan., that he made an inquiry concerning khe
express  train, and  ascertained  that during  those
huportant six minuetes it had run into the station,
had started agnin for Brundall, aud was probably
about to come i collistion with the mail, which was
dac fo leave Brundall at 9.25, and which appears
to have left that station, by Norwich time, at
9.27.  In order to understund the gravity of his
fandt I sending  an unsizgned  message, 16 must
[nrther be vemembered that he forwarded to Brundall
ag iF it had been received, a signature which had never
been attached by Cooper to the message.  And there
is an importaut diserepancy in the statements of the
witnesses present in the telegraph-oflice,  One of
them affivmed that Robsen sens not oaly an un-
signed, but also an ozwritten message to Bruadall
on a verbal order [ront Cooper, and afterwards wrote
in the sivgle-line book the message, the reply te i
and o thivd message in auticipation of its being re-
quired.  The time oeenpied in =ending the message
to Drundall and receiving the reply would aceount
abso [or the difference between $.21, when Cooper states
he fivst went to the wicket, and 9.2 or 9.24, .“'hel.li
as the book sliows, Robson conunenced to write bis
entries i it 1 Robson lLind never, ag hie states, PEB
viously sent anunwritten or unsigned message, 113 f;i ;
cultto understandg how Lie conld 1)0:45'11)])' rest in hiso ;5
for those six minutes without taking measures fOl‘-ca]'_'
ing  Cooper to sign the message and  the 'eP{
whiel he had received io it And the more 50 zlsil
fiad ub his hand a bell-cord, which he COlfld ens ojl'.
lave  cwployed for the purpose. His GACUS‘;O -
not using i, — because  he J’c:ll'@l t_h"]t “mfke
might complain, or as he cxpressed 1 might uec‘:e‘é'
a rvow,” and say he lnd rung the bell ;‘;‘c o
savily,—caonot Dbe considered valid, when lmust
wits 80 vital and the risk so inrminent. I;{‘jﬂ"e to’
appavently, bave Leen wapsmitting the n'qu?tere
Grundall two minutes aiter the express 'tm{n‘ Cbefol"-"
the Norwich siadon, awd, say Lwo _ml{lm.ebhc pell
the mail wrain left Brandall. By 1‘1“‘5';1%1' t
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pEPUOSS frain b .‘.).:lil,u.ml thus hinve ]n'evrlmt(:rl the eol-
Jizion. even snpposing hie hil not hc_:u'([. him eancel the
grder for the message, Jub o fhis fime 'Ihm‘(e were
po less than [our ofher yonng men with him, :lj_{u'mst
orcders, in ihe felegraplioflice, whose presence 111};‘;1\(:
palarally fend (o divert his atfention from his duties,

To = up (he case, as hetween Cooper and Rohson,
¢he Dlue mes :1pp:1r0nl]y attach te them respue-
tvely as follows =—Cooper, niter diveeting the falal
messnce to b sent, fough it is tene he did not sign it,
and it onghi not to have heen =ent, or to have heen
acted upon i =ent, withouf his signature, failed to take
gucll suhs=equent measures as should prevent the possi-
pilitv of & wmistake, and make coverin that there was
po mismnderstanding in the matter before he allowed
Parker to stact the express train from Norwich,
As an o experienced amd responsible  officer  such
yrecatitions mivht reasonably he expecied from hin,
Rolon forwarded to Brundadl as signed an unsigned,
and apparently an unwritten message, which was, e
admits, agaiust his instractiony, and which he at first
siated he lid never done belore ; and he received a
reply to it by which the mexsnge was, so far ax Brundall
was concerned, perfected and  completed. e then
allowed six minmures to clapse without enlling Cooper's
atieution o the fact that he had done so, whilst the
express irain was entering and leaving the station
for Brundall, fuking no trouble to  prevent mis-
anderstanding on o matier of sneh vifal importance,
Rolon was frther to blame in sllowing fonr young
men fo e in fhe office where he onght to lhave been
alone.  Thoneh I+ was not 18 years old, he had for
upwards of 1 montls been employed on the same
duty, sl lie is o young man of great iufeiligenee and
apparently of mood edueation,

Oui of 16,082 miles of vailway epen for tradlic
in the United  Kingdom, there were 7,395 miles
of single line at the end of 1873, as returned by
the Companics ta the Bowrd of Trade; and the
virions portions of single lie muking up the above
total wre worked under different systoms, and under a
varieiy of insteucdons, according to ciremmstances,

and the ddeas of the ollicers of the compinies. Bul
the principles involved are few in mwmber. Many

yours age the collisions which occorred from trains
mecling one another i econsequence of mistakes in the
working of  single lines Dy telegraph, led to the
inveution and adoption on wmany lines of the train-
stafl’ system: and 18 may be said, after considerable
experience in the workivg of that system, that it
bas Deen  atfended  with  greaf, thongh not with
enfive sneeess, as o pleans of preventing  aeeidents
from frvaius mecting cach other. When tenin-tickots
are used with the frain-stafl) there is still o linbilicy
to collizion from hains following one nuother; but when
the train-staff ouly 1= employed, and when no engine
or train i= allowed fo pass along o section of line
unless it Qs accompanied by flie train-staff” appertain-
ing o thot <ection, then the risk of mizunderstomi-
ings e nixtokes iz appavently reduced to a minimun,
The safest mode of working o single lue that has
yot boen devised s helleved to be n combination
of train-stadl and Block-telegraph,  With  the
double check of the steff wal the telegraph, there
st e extroordinary  combination  of  wis-
takes by weviepal to produce o collision
from trains mecting one another  from any  two
stwions,  Out,  unfortinateiy, incrensed safety  is
Parelased mnder sieh asystem ak gome expense of
frecdom ant canvenionce in working,  And this is
especindly the eoze whore the teaflie is Drregnlar and
consjlernble, wnd whers long continunus porlions of
fingle Jine ave to be worked, Tnsnedt cases ethermeaus
bove  heen alopted  ta eftect  that object. “or
Mstanee, the stmtionsmastess, or persons in charge
of the statiows, wre not of themselves allowad on some
lines fo wlter the erossing-places of traing with cach
Other, amd can enly do so under insfroctions {rom
in officer of the Cempuny  specially appointed to
thai duty. This ollicer, called 2 train-despateher,
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knowing  from  day to day by telegrapl  how
all the frains on lis line are running, is able, with
or withent the aid of dingrams, aecording to cir-
cnmsfanees, to  diveck  thelr movements; and  {he
stution-masters, or pergons in charge of the different
stations, are simply vequired (0 obey his instrnetions
—tither to send the teaing on, or to stop them, or to
zee that any two trains erosg cach ofher, or puss each
othier af lis station, s the trnin-despatehor inany divees.
This system s in operation on the eoniinent of
Ameriea over continuons lengths of single line f(or
Iundreds and hundreds of miles, the lines being divided
into xcetions, with train-despatehors constantly em-
ployed on this duty, and baving no other duty
to perform, i central positions on eacle scetion,
and it is also cemployed on considerable lengths
of line fn this country. But none of these systems,
except perhaps the combination of block-telegraph
and  train-stalf, have been worked with enfive free-
dom from accident, Collisions have oceurred fre-
(uently in working single lines under different systcing
by telegraph, not only when station-masters and others
hiave been allowed to arvange with ench other for the
alteration of crossing-places or passing-places, hut
also when  sueh alterations have been made under
special instruetions from specially-appointed or suporior
ofheers.  Coliisions have also oceurved oulines worked
under the train-stafl’ system—in one case, when the
superintendent of o vaillway, with his dircetors in a
traju, lhimscll violuted ¢be  train-staff’ regulations;
and collisions may occur under any gystem that can
be devised.  Whatever checks may be established
with a view to the aveldunce, as far as possible, of
mistakes and misunderstandings, i6 is neeessary to work
with han agents, and there is nafortunately, 1 ten-
dency, after working for u length of time securely
under any system  to laxity of practice on the part
of employés.  They eradually acquire too much con-
fidence in themselves and in their system.  Tliey couse
to remember the importance of the checks or zafe-
guards by which it i+ gnavded.  They fuil wlhile
engaged in their daily routine of duties to realize
the risks that may be inemrred by a departure from
strict rules, fixed practices, and prescribed forms ;3 and
they only nwnke to the necessity for yiolding them-
sclves mnd requiring trom others absolute adherence
to rules and practice after some serious warning or
disastrons experience.  The only mode of avoiding
laxily of this description is by the maintenanee
of rigid discipline, by constant, efiicient, and inegular
supervision.  The oecurrence of  an aecident, and
even of a very serfous aceident, under any parti-
cular system should not be faken withont full consi-
deration of all the ciremusianees to be positive proof
against that systews,  Aned it must always be vemen-
Lered, as the resnlt ol all experience in railway work-
g, that an ieferior system, under good diseipline.
leadds to belter yesults thau a superior system wiih-
out good discipline,  On the oeeasion of so {viehtfnl an
aceident as the present, it s useful, with a view o the
general knowledge and establishment of proper prin-
ciples, and in order to obfain inereased salety in the
future, to vecall and sum up such considerations 3 and
it muszt not he overlooked with vegned to this pavii-
cular ense thavif only the Inspeetors at Norwich had,
for instunce, heen in the habit of thenwselves writing
the messages for altering the crossing-places of the
trains, instead of employing, as they firequently did, the
telemenpli-elerks fo write those messages for them, the
splety of the traflic wonld not have heen dependent
upen a verbal arrangement, or at all events there would
linve been less iabitizy to any mistake or misninderstand-
ing, and this collision would probally never have oc-
curred.  The huportant lesson, thon, to he leavnt from
the cirenmstances of this most deplorable collision is,
not so much that one system ol single-line working is
superior to wny other sysiem as that, whutever the
sysfem by which saflety is soughi to e sceuved, it
shonld be fenced about with sufeguards precisely ex-
pressed and carefully observed.  That system may,
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however, be considered the best which can only fail  1rundall, as long as it remains single, by

nnder the most glaring disregard of detailed instrue-  bined train-staff snd block-telegraph gystein,

tious, and under which advantage is taken of the . I have, &e, i

improbability of several persons simultancously con- H. W, Ty, e

curring in the samne neglect or mistake, ) o iz
It is satisfactory to be able to add, in conclusion, !

that the Company propose to open @ second line of , W. W. RavexniLr,

rails to the [ast Norlolk junction, 13 miles from The Seerctary,

Norwich, during the menth of Qctober ; and then to (Raitway Department), |

work the line between the Kast Norfollk junction and Board of Trade. g

the com- i

I concur in the above report.




1o accompany CaptainTylers Report.

DIAGRAM N? 1.
dated the. 30 " Sopiesther, 1874

SKETCH OF THE LINE BETWEEN NORWICH (THORPE) STATION & BRUNDALL STATION.
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. APPENDIX A.

Grear Easrirx Rarnwav.

Superintendent’s Office,
Bishopsgate Station,
August 28th, 1872,

Special Order, No, 1501,

. wysonpRAM and WrLLs, Norwicn and Yarmours

" opd REEDEHAM and Lowestorr.—8ingle-line working.

. Commencing lst September, 1872, engine-drivers of all
" rdinary trains (whether running to time or not), as well as
¢ all special trains, passing over the single lines between
wndham and Wells, hetween Norwich and Yarmouth,
_ and between Reedham and Lowgstoft, are to.he furnished
by the statmp-ma&tev or other in charge, with a written
order, ruthorising him to proceed to the next passing ov
minzl station, as the case may be; and the driver will
he responsible in each case for having such authority before
| passing over the single line, and for delivering up the
order on arrival at the station to which he is authorised by
fit to proceed.

James Ropenrrson,
Superintendent.

APPENDIX B.

Bishopagate,
-~ AL 9486, November 2lat, 1872,
~ Dear Sin,
o 8.40 p.m. mail train ex, Yarmouth to London.
i {r from information you receive from Wymondham,
or other station bigher np, you arrive at the conclusion
* fhat you cannot start the down Yarmouth train from
- Norwieh before 9.35 p.m., avrange to let the mail train
come on from Brundall without delay, to pass the down
~ irain at Norwich. .
 In the event of detention to the up mail by reason of
- starting the down train from Norwich late, cvery means
. must be used at Norwich to expedite the depuarturc of the
- mail and to keep the load of the train as low as possible,
- 5o that the time to Ely being ample, the time lost up to
* Norwich may be recovered. The point of most importance
- as regards the mail is that it shonld aerive at Ely to time.
[ shall be glad by your having the working of the nmight
| .mail train both up and down at tbe stations on your
| district looked into; latterly we bave had delays.
Ry Yours truly,
(Signed) James RonerTrsow.
Mr. Stephenson,

District Superinténdent,

Norwich.

Great Fastery RarLway,

(88]
35428

_Braneh.
This is to authorise the driver of engine No,

with the train from

station, to proceed to station, where

2 frain is appointed to pass from the opposite direction.

187

—

Signed

Stution Clerk.

T

APPENDIX C.

Ruwrr 142 or vHE Covmpany’s GENEraL REGULATIONS,
Single-line railways provided with teleyraph communication,

When from accident or auy other cause a irain is pre-
vented from reaching the station appeinted for it to pass a
train from the opposite divection, the guard, after arranging
for the necessary signals, must go himself, or forward
written instructions by some competent person to the
nezrest station, stating the particulars of the detention;
and the station-moaster, on receipt of such communication,
must arrange by telegrapk for the passage of the trains,
and summous assistance from the nearest depdt.

All special trains and engines must be worked under
telegraph orders, and in case of irregularity with a regular
train tbe meeting station,'as fived in staff time bill, can
only be changed by a telegraphic order being obtained from
the station ut which it is intended for the train so sent on
to pass the one coming from the opposite direction. This
order must he given fo the guard, who will hand copy to
the engineman, and both pusrd and engineman must
satisfy themselves by reading the order that proper ar-
rangement has been made for the trains fo proceed.

No special train or engine must be permitted to leave 2
station at such a time as will prevent its arvival at the next
shunting station at least 15 minutes before the time of 2
regular train being due from the opposite direction at that
sbunting station.

Exrracr from Company’s Working Time Tables, p. 46,

NoTe.—The trains on this single Hne are worked in
accordance with Rule No, 142 of the (General Regulation
Book.—Thke fiyures under which o bar thus i placed
show where trains from opposite directions are to pass each
other on the single line.  In case of irreqularity with a regular
train, the meeting station, as fived by this bill, can only be
changed by a telegraphic order beiny first obtained from the

station at whick the irain to be sent on is to pass the train
coming from the opposite direction, and the grard and engine-
driver must both satisfy themselves, by reading the order so
obtained, that proper arrangement has been mede for the
train to proceed: AU special Irains and engines are fo be
worked wader telegraphic arders. Al telegraphic notices
respecting special trains must state the number of the engine.

In the event of the failure of the telegraph from any
cause, no speeial trein is to be run, and the ordmary treins
arc to be worked strictly in accordance with the working
time tables; that is, no train 1s to be allowed to leave a
single-line stution until all trains due from the opposite
divection bave arrived. Ordinary trains as regards order of
running are to stand as numbered in the time tables of this
single line until cancelled, cither by their passing over the
single line or liy written message gctwecn the stations at
each end of the single-line section. Trains entered in the
special weekly working time bills are on this single line to
he trcated as special trains.

APPENDIX D,

Fors oF StanrTIiNG ORDER.

GreaT Bastery Rainway,

Branch,
This is to authorise the driver of engine No.
with the triin from
station, to proceed to station, where
& train is appointed to pass from the opposite direetion,

187

Signed

Station Clerk.

APPENDIX L.

RuLe 98 or rHE CoMpany’s GrxrraL REGULATIONS.
On the exchange of duties between the day and night

staf, all civcumstances whieh may have oceurred out of the

ordinary course of duty, such as the signal for a specinl
train following, or any accident on the line, or telegraph
message requiring attention, must be carefully reported in
2 hook to be keps for that purpose, and alsec communicated
to the relieving staff prior to each man taking charge of

the dities allotied to him.




VWPPENDIX I '

T'he following nve the sppavent regularities and }.\']!U imens ol

1 eancelled messages in the single-lins
from viie following books :—1st ook, Awgust Frih, 1875, to Junuary 31st, 1871, inclusive ; il haalk €3 faken
to Augnst 3th, 1874, inclusive; S hook, Auuust sSuh, 1871, to humcml)u [Tth, IR874, inclusive, +Jan, dls(: 1374
Slacuy-baes Pratx MES3A o :
Jute, Thuesdav, Seplomber W06h, 1874, ;
_ —_— . - . e—— -— -~ - —me -
e S |
| Telegraph i | Tulc R o ]
N Station i i el e | A= ailyn
Tiee | Station . Htations Time | Clorks | Snlvioor of ] I mranl Wi
S G e Suhject of Messowe, : L Clerk’s | Snbjeet of Auswer, | pao | BTBD F Offieep s & i1
veeaivell.| - frow, | tlagmphicd 1 M Siemutare, : eeived, i,luf-. o tura 'ml"l"na .
I . 7 N ) : | s maw | L o Nitils, .lnnt. delivereq,
& i | [ : = —_—— !
ISR RIS -— Sead apomall teain C Brundall - 925 | K. | I will send the np . 0,25 R. : |
©on to Norwich be= i | omuil traiy on to ! - |
fore the 9.10 pan, | [ Norwich  before .
. down passenger ‘ 1 the  S.1u pan. \ '
o todin Jenves Nor- | | I down pass. train | |
cowich, ‘ j leaves Norwich. | ] ]
: ] W. Prarronp. ] b |
|Whm the up m.nl| Brandall - | 1 l
i itrain bas avrived | ; | 9
[ Eout Norwich  will | | | I {
3 line he clear for 3 § I e |
ol pan down H : 4
| pussenger frain ia H i ‘ ! M
Jrdall ? | | { |
s L : | i
N E‘hu ahove nre the |Il£“s.".-5"L"\ entered in the ook on the eveniug o the eollision, |
Altered fram 4,23, |
Norwich, lhmp( Station, Sepd, 106, 1‘271
” ! o
9032 pau. Noewich {o Drundall. ‘\wp Mail,” v
952 pan. Brundall 0 Nox wicl. - Mail left,” :
Date, ‘Thursday, February 12uh, 1874 1
o L - e e e s om0 1
‘ R ! i . , " | ':3
7o o, — Moy o osple budlast 1. 7ol R. Yos, special ballast ™ 7003 0 R, | AL Coope,
. irain toilow T30 : train nay follow | | 745 nan, - }
[ aan. down mixed : 7.50 aam. down | |
! i wain to Thorpe | Domixed  oain to | [ I |
1 Bridges and hi.? Plhorpe  Bridues | | | ¥
| | : . and b, ) : i | |
] | ' VY. Pratronn, | I w
| ! | | l (
Date, Friday, May 1st, 1874 1
) | oo g | N ] | |
389 pa. L0 Ts dme clewr  for | Brudall -] 3.5 K. Yoeu, line is elear | 3.45 Ii. W. Durlier, -
special fish wnin, | i Tor speeinl  fish 3,45 pam. E|
engine 214 7 ‘ train, engine 214, ‘ o
| W. PAnker. 1
i ;-
Date, ll’lr':-‘;l'.ld.‘r . August 11th, 1874 %
Lispang - DBallast  tesie  is | Drondall - | 120 G. 11, J Mated, 130 | G I W. 1Tumphrey, i
i haek, aud line, s | W. Pratrorn. | | L24 pap d
clunr. ! i |
| | { |
f | | | i |
|
Date, Monduy, August 24th, 1874, -
!.2tlp.n|.l Ballast train is | DBrundall - § L22 G L | Noted, 122 1 G, L § W, Parker, |
! Dacly, and lue i J. Taweexcs. ¥
clear. s |
L
Date, December 3vd, 1470,
| ‘ r )
Pee. 5 - Onarrival of GG, i | !
1S up enger | | ! l
Crioneotivid. wain ® 1 rmouth " B ‘, .. : !
will line be clear | & ofe.—"This s in Robson's handwriting, | ! i
fov special goods [ | ! T
ain, enging 5207 | | 3 a
_ g T I TR ; e b msnsge i
Dn.te, Soturday, April ’)tll I s
e e e e = e —_—— = —_—  —— ——— e i i iy _—— a8
. | 2 : = | _ | » | .- 5
620 4,01 —- J Muy speeial ballast | Doandad] - | — ] - | Clneetled, = - — i
train, engine 355, ] I 0335 a.nn. H | i f‘
| follow special a [ A, Cooprn, | ! . 1 i
: 1 gouds train, en- ] i i S
- )k i { i 1 | [
’ mine 323, too i i | '
‘ Brundull 7 l ; | f ‘ l ‘
B AR S el L IV SV DU



BINGLE-TaNG Traty Mussacra—eontinved,

i Moarwieh, T
| A Coorsn,

. Fini .
. . 1 . : [TRH 3 '.l‘l'll""ri'l 1]| | 'l" + I‘.“‘_ | \.""\\':l'.'
Time  Sation o : Ntaticons l Vime | ] S kL] (R [T
L o Subjeet of Messogae | “t_ ; el e (lerk'= Subject of Answer,  ye- srapin | Oliver™s Bigoa-
pecetved,  TTon, : | Lelegeaphed, | sent. | . | ; Ukt ire
= | Signature, | TR S ST et AT LA
. | | i sibiadse Time dedivered,
Wediresday, June 24th, 1974,
_,_———--l' . . i o - - ‘ a -— - = } . ‘l_
(217 — Uallast “'i.lsll s | Claneclled, 1 — — Ceovieclled, . — | W. larker,
| hack, 1ine is elvar. ERLS i : ERLE i 2
| g e, { R. ! 1 I i
| | | : ‘ ! 1
| l j | . , . ! : i
'T 1207 - N E'::*(' ‘('I!': Hor B[ | {wieeliod. ’ p— - i, i | W Tacker,
H | el allast Lrdn, EREh . i ‘ RN | i 250
il i 1oengine 428, I|:|| 11, i : i
\ i Dreandall ? ' | : . i
. . ' !
{ I | ; .
: ! | . ' { ; b . i |
. o Uo Lo [ Send 0o pan, ) Brundall -0 -— Clnspector Cooper | — — -
o (Oct, A2 Codows passenger | : Irefused Lo sign for |
li 1870, train ou to Bran- : ~ LT single line. {
| Fodall before 740 ’ J. Ropsax, ! !

!-. i {onan. np Taaf, - |

£ o gonds trnie Jeaves | : .

;: o Bimmnedadl, | i i i i .

i | . RNy caeE 11

'_,_‘_ : C, EasTavnin i | | | '5

2 I i i

i | . l : : | | ’ !

H . . Fl i

k 0.4 Bl vend w0 pon, — — - ] —_— I — | —

F (Oct. 253 dowir passengzer : H
Ad 1874, tin on to Brue I ] [

S ' dall Fefore 740 ; i | ] |
w1 / prann upy Lowestof ‘ ! !
5 | ronds BFEES i |
;| Dhendali, |
:{]‘ W PLarrodns, !
i 1 ; |
" | | | | ;
; 3 \ . N . H R . . ]

1 TRE] A4 (:;l:n('{'I your singhe- - Diwsdadl - N BL] ' g1 { [ \'.'11‘| send uponaail ) w30 I, A, Cooper.
i e ul'dm_' m]tl L [ frain on o Nmuj | 0.21 pam,
- | =esd ap il nain Powich bhefore 910 ¢ i
K1 an to Nurwich 1 pancdown passen- | |
b heiore  the D10 orer train Jeaves |
,; ; s, clown passen- - i Norwieh.

/| i b M |

vl ! wor tvin lenves W Prarwonn, X
|
1
|

-

e T—

(Thix  mezsygee s | i
i Ceope's own
lmplwrning),

|
il (O, by -— spegial e E hrundall - — — v Clyneelled by Inspr. - - -
} 187, : tram go 1ol [ : " Parker, 2.5 pom,
{ Thorpe  Buidges B Nete.~This |
! poand baek? T owill 1 word .-\p-i ! i
i | i oadvise yono wlan | peirs o | 1 | 1
| line is eloar. have been | ! i !
| W. Pankmw, | written by 1 | i
| i o Pavker,) "
] i ! | i [
! 1 ) ] { | i (
(N, 27— C8emd the 210 g b Brandall -0 IS0 #Cancel yoursingle- | -— | — _
LRy, Codwil paAssenser 1 I U line order undd | |
LI TR [vadn o fa Dran- | : | |
[ dall  before  the ! ! CH(Note, — Appa- | i
VoAt i Lawesiofr i rently  Coopur’s 1 i
! worals tradn leaves  haudwriting.) ! |
! Phaaselall, : ) | !
[ W Lnareonn. | 4 ' i
i | | [ :
. WL — Coneel yonr single- | Dvondad! - oot s T 1 will send upoasal o920 | L ST A Couper,
line  order  and | [ ~drain on 1o Nor- l 931 pa,
| send up nadl i | wich  before  the |
| G o Narwiceh | [ H 0.10 pan. down |
vafore the G000 | passenger  min [
i o down psgen- | | ' leaves Narwich, |
| avr train lenves | | W Pnarronn, :
Morwich, [ | i
1 !
AL Coorew, | | !
| i .
| , i
— = Nend ap mail tmin | — J — i — — — — —
I o o Norwich ! .
i { before the 9.10 | ‘ r .
P, clowwn passen- | ’ ; 1
§ower train Jeaves | i . !
- Narwich, | ! i i
‘ A Coornn i . i ;



SiveLE-Ling Trary Muessages—continued,

| T
3 S I e Telegraph ! Tine Tele- ’ Rabos
r 5 Hlations ) o ail
1~cc{z;€:d.i E}tl.f::.‘:m | Subjeet of Message, Lcﬁ:;:f:::;:ed. i’ﬁe _Clclrk # | Bubjeet of Anmwer, re- gT&'pl,'l Ofﬁeer’:'g
: Signature. s Clork?y ]
i : =S ceived, Initint . ture apg
S - B - - - S o
8 |
y.un Zig, When np mail train : Brundall - i D25 0 JUIL | L will send up mai E 9.28 j R A :
(Mept. 7). s arvived  at ! wiin on to Nor- | ke C““IM‘:\',_ CTERE
1874, | Norwich, will line ¢ i | owieh before the 9.29 pm,
I De elear for 014 ; | %10 po, down M1
‘ pan, down  pas- | pissenger train
| senger  train too i { U lenves Norwichy
! Drundall ? [ | i ‘ and when up mail
! A. CooreRr. | [ i | tvnin has areived o
| | 1 ! it Norwh,, line
] will he clear for
| : l 9.10 down train to
! 1 Brundall, J
[ l i W. Prarronn.
| ‘ | I | 1 :
—
Date, Saturday, August 3th, 1874, bl
S S S —
9.0 pom, Send up mail train | Brundall -} 9.24 l ILS. T | 1 will send up mail | 0.26 | H. 8. T, b
T i ol T ‘ A. Coaper
{Aug. 8.) on to Norwich . troin on fo Nor- 938 g
hefore the 9.10 wich before the | A L
p.m. down passen- j l 910 pan. <down |
zev train leaves ! passchger  train
Norwich ; and | leaves  Norwich, |
wlhen  up  mail ! anel when up mail §
truin has arrived | train has arrived |
at Norwich, will ! at Norwich, line!
line be clear for + will be clear for !
2.10 pm. down 9.10 pan. down |
passenger train to pussenger trajn to ]
DBrundall ? l Drondall.
A. Coorven. | W. I'Latronn,
9.42% pay o — Same as ahove. Brundalt  -| 9.27 | IL 8. T. | Same as above. 028 |EL 8. T.|  A. Cooper, |
(Augz.15) | AL Coorun, W. PraTronn. y 9.30 pm.
0.24 pom Same as above. Brundall -1 %25 I8 T. {Same as ahove, %26 {H.5.T.| A, Cooper,
(Ang.20) A, Coorek. W. 'Latrono. 9,28 p.m.
9.17 pou — Sume sz shove, U. L. - %20 It Sume as ahove, 9,21 R. A. Cooper,
(Aug.i31y A, Cooren. ] | W. Prarronn, ] 9.22 p.m.
PN . Injurcd.
APPENDIX G. William Baker, Horsford, contusions.
— Mrs. Coote, Londor, compound fracture of leg.¥
Griar Bastenrs I e Miss Coote, London, injured head.
REAT BASTERY JATLWAY. Jane Fautkner, Norwich, both legs fractured.
Corrrsion atb Thorpe, on Thursday, 10th September 18741, Sarah Gibbhs, Novrwich, fractured leg.
hetween the .10 pan. express train from Norwieh, and Elizabeth Baldvy, Norwich, injured ankle and back.
the 840 pon, mail feain (rom Yarmouth. Sarah Woolston, Norwich, fractured leg.

Elizabeth Smith, Londan, fractured thigh.

List oy Punsoxs KiLLup avp Insunen. Mrs. Arbou 1\]']!.‘.'\'8\" contusced head
B v L R sey, ad.

Killed. W i‘lliatllﬁa\'agc, H 0rsfm'd_.1 hroken leg,
. ' ) . . ) Robert Savage, Horsford, fractured lep.
Joim I'rior, engine-driver, Great Kastern Railway. Henrvy Rudd, Norwieh, fractured ribs.
Thenws Clarke, engine-driver, (ireat I'Jab_-t.ern Railway. William Stowers, Norwich, fractured ribs, &c.
James Light, fiveman, Great Eastern Raiiway. John Beart, Aldbore’, n.nlpjututcd fip—
¥, Sewell, fireman, Great Eastern Railway, F. W, Dendy, Redvuth, contusions,
George Page, Norwicl, leather-scller, Miss Chapman, Norwich, severely shaken.
(r. R, Wumnack, Norwich, clothier. Jane Wright, Norwich, shaken.
Rev. Henry Stacey, Norwich. Mr. Dimmock, Norwich, injurcd wrist,
%‘lrs. htnce.\'.:i\ort\\'wh. oo . ] L Miss Jones, Norwich, shuken,
Sergeant-Major Cassell, Norwich, West Norfolk Militia. My, Eiphinstone, Sprowston, contused face, &,
Sergeant Ward, Norwich, West Norfolk Militia. Mu. Collinson, Sprowston, fractured rib.
SLI:.';‘LI.II Lincoln, Norwich, housemaid. Mr. Seott, Norwich, injored legs.
Miss M. Mureay, Norwich. Miss Dedson, Norwich, shalen,
Mr. Skinner, Norwich, gentlemnan, o Mr. Hardimen, Norwicly, injured legs, &e.
Miss Taylor, Norwich, forewoman at My. Caley’s, d aper, Mus, Fernside, Norwieh, inj'm-ed nose and race.
Mrs. Gilding, Mile ¥ind Road, London. My, Hewitt, Yarmeouth, injured head, &e.
Flora Gilding, Mile End Road, London, duughter of Mr Jay, Yarmouth, fractured ribs,
the above. , . . Me. Stracey, Yarmouth, injured leg and chest.
John Detts, st..n‘ker', Grreat Lastern Railway, Mr. Gilman, Norwieh, injuved head, face, &e.
Mrs. Betts, wife of above. M. Stanley, Norwich, bruised and shaken.
Ipfollt- child of Mr. and Mrs. Betts. Henry Uoller, Norwich, back and head injured.
Susan Browne, Norwich, seamnstress. Dr. Eade, Norwieh, injured in face and legs.
My, Hupton, Greut}nrmmlth. ‘ Dy, Smith, Norwich, cut on hands and face.
Mr. Slade, Regent Street, London, auctioneer. Mr, Cocks, Norwich, severely shaken.
Dr. B, Frencis, Norwich, surgeon, &e. Murs, Cocks, Norwich, severely shaken.
Total killed, 23, Mr, Hands, Norwich, injured legs and shaken.

R ~ Miss Hands, Norwich, shaken.

* Two have died, Mrs. Cooto and Jeha Beart, sinen tio above list way
ade, making 25 (deaths ? Since dead.




Mr. Watson, Novwich, injured fuce, &c. Alfred Meredith, London, fractured leg,

Mr. Green, Norwich, injured legs, &e. John King, Cambridge, contusions,

Mes. Green, Norwich, contusions, Murs, Clarke, Kly, scalp wound.

viies Dent, Norwich, contusions. Elizabeth Clarke, Ely, fractured skull.

aliss . Dent, Norwich, severe contusions of legs, John Clarke, Kly, scalp woand.

John Devonshire, Lynn, contusions. Charles Betts, Norwich, contusions.

Mizs Rumsdale, Norwich, umpuration of leg. Mr. White, Norwich, injured arm, &ec.

Mr. Felse, Norwiely, injured leg, &e. Rev. C. Morse, Norwich, severely shaken,

Mrs. Squirves, Norwich, contusions. Mr. Yaxley, Norwich, injured legs.

Kllen Squives (child), Norwieh, injured leg. My, Wade, Norwich, injured face and legs,

Dr. 5. Cocksedge, Norwich, injured legs, Mr. Coleman. Grimshy, severcely shaken.

Mr. Etheridge, Yarmouth, injured hack, &e. Mr. Rook, London, shaken,

Mrs. Vincent, Norwich, injuries to face and legs. Mrs. Rook, London, shaken.

Mr. J. Bartramn, Norwich, injuries to head and legs. Rev. Mason, Attlebovo’, shaken.

Mys, Bavtram, Norwich, injuries to head and logs. Mrs, Stevens and daughters, Novwich, shaken.

Mr. k. I Creasy, Norwich, contused legs. George Wright, Great Fastern Railway pguard, sealp
Air. Flood, Norwich, injured wrist and legs, wound, &e.

Ann Rudd, Norwich, injured ribs and shock. Williem Blacl,, Great Eastern Railwny guard, severcly
My, Gullant, Norwich, injered face and legs. shaken.

Mr. Page, Novwich, scalp wound.

. =t 5 . Total injured, 75, so far as at present ascertained,
Willimm Algar, Norwich, fracsured thigh and leg,

September 22nd, 1874,

!
po-}



ArrenNprx H.

GuraT EastEry Rarnway.
Reveay of Annrvan Tive of Dows Exeress Trary and Up Marw Trary at Norwicu THoRPE StaTioy, for year ending 3lst August 1874,

2.0 pom. from London due at Norwich at 9.0 p.m.
8.40 p.an. frem Yarmouth due at Novwich at 9,40 p.m.

September 1873, October 1873, November 1873, Decenmber 1873, January 1874 TFebrapry 1874, Mareh 1874 April 1874 i May 1874, dune 16574 Fuly 1874, Augnsl 1871,
Ex- ! S T B | e D e |y D Ese | T . l 1 T | B | vres e | o | Ex ] ) )i e
presy. bad. press, Bail. pres, | Mail. P“‘—?-!F-I 3l | press. Mail. | presa. Mail. ipm%i Mnil, press. Mail. prows, | Tl pess. | Mail, 'prcss.1 Mail. lzwc'us.’ Mail.
| d |
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