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Japanese Cameras in the World Market (1)

by
Manabu NAKAI

(Professor Emeritus, Toyama University)

Japanese Cameras went into the world market as a result of incidents involving Nikkor lenses
and Nikon cameras that occurred during the period between June and December, 1950. The in-
cidents included a series of episodes that were difficult to believe. Since Japan was still amid
the confusion following World War II, these incidents were not recorded from the viewpoint of
the history of industrial technology.

This study first academically examined documents of the time discovered here and there,
carefully investigated them, and shed light on unanswered questions, including the reason why
David Douglas Duncan, a famous photojournalist, found Japanese lenses excellent when he saw
them at a laboratory of the Nippon Kogaku K.K., which is now called Nikon Corporation. The
study then carried out experiments to clarify how the tribological technology ensured that cam-
eras used by LIFE magazine photographers to cover the Korean War worked properly near the
Yalu River when the temperature was minus 25 degrees Celsius.

This study has found that these episodes were closely related to the technological considera-

tions of a camera manufacturer that used to be an arms manufacturer.
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