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Once, towards the end of the harvest, he went out on
a hunting expedition to one of his chateaux, and, after
wandering about all day, came towards dusk to a place
called the Snipe Marsh.
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One day towards the latter end of autumn, as he be-’

held the momidgi-trees clad in their bright red foliage,
he made up a party to go and shoot the birds that flo-
cked to them ; and started for ome of his htinting palaces
on the shore of Kanazawa, which had been made ready
for him beforehand. After sauntering the whole day on

his way thither, he came about dusk to the marsh, so-
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called, “of the Rising-Snipe,” as he gave out, without
intention, but only to look about, For it stands to reason,
that in an autumn twilight, a snipe-ground like this
would prevent one from going any farther that day. It
was removed far from all human habitations with only
one old house standing by a cross-road ; altogether a most

lonely spot.
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On the morning when Saizo was expected, which was
the day of the peach-festival, Koyosi was playing with
several dolls which she had arranged on her mother’s
dressing table; and as she had only one peach for herself,

and none to give to her mute little ones, she undertook

to entertain them by telling some stories out of her

1 KH
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picture-book, called The Parents of the Flowery Field.
SO Qe A Malan #7

The day dawned. It was the third of the third month,
and the feast of peaches. Koyosi got up early and arran-
ged on the stand of her mother’s looking-glass, one or

two small figures that remained of the sale of the hou-

sehold furniture. And, bent on play, she took in her ha-.

nd a peach from a jug hanging on to the mouth of a

box, in shape like a dog, and in keeping with the po-

verty of the house, she opened her picture book at the

print of “the father of the flowery mead;”’ and then in
her childish, aimless prattle, explained it to the figures
as if to children that were not to blame if they did not

understand her.
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This world passing away,

1 KK

Passing in a night,

Goes on to death.

To what is life compared ?

To the hoar frost

On the path of the changing field,

Where by one foot after another

It melts and disappears.

Wilt thou count those marks,

When by the seven-bell at morn

The sixth has gone,

This world is—the one echo left

Which, as the bell rings,

Buries itself into the ear.
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