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Summary

1931 Hawke's Bay earthquake hit at 1046 am. 3™ (Tuesday) February and caused severe devastation of
Hastings and Napier urban areas. In Hastings, percentage of the dead attained 0.8%, percentage of perfectly
destroyed buildings was 21% and burn out 11%.

Holderness and his subordinates who were old soldiers organized Citizens Committee that greatly functioned
emergency response. This committee was dissolved to hand over their role to Hastings municipality at 11
February.

Hawke's Bay Rehabilitation Committee (HBRC) set up in Napier and managed reconstruction work to supply
the fund. Hastings was supplied less fund than Napier and had to raise money for repair and reconstruction by
themselves. So, Hastings's peoples were unhappy about discriminatory service by HBRC and had been envious
of Napier.

The widening plan of Heretaunga street was abandoned by opposition of Ebbet and his supporters who were
owers of land and building. But, many new buildings with 1% floor and art deco or Spanish styles were newly

reconstructed along Heretaunga Street.
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