


	
	
		
			
				



		

	
		
			
    
        
            




    
        
            
                
                    



		
			
				
					
					

				

			

		

	


	
		
			
	
	
		Russian spies keep hacking into Microsoft in ‘ongoing attack,’ company says
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				Despite distancing itself from politics, the topic is dominating Threads’ trends			
		

		
			

	
		Mar 08, 2024	
	
					Sarah Perez			


		

	

	
		Meta’s newest app Threads, a would-be Twitter/X rival, may not want politics on its platform, but it’s coming to the app anyway — or so Threads’ search trends indicate. The app	


	
		
			
									
					
						
						
						
						
					
								
		
	



	
		
			
				Pitch Deck Teardown: Astek Diagnostics’s $2M seed deck			
		

		
			

	
		Mar 08, 2024	
	
					Haje Jan Kamps			


		

	

	
		Astek Diagnostics closed a $2 million round for its urine diagnostics system, despite the fact that raising money for medtech isn’t for the faint of heart. The company’s deck has some good	


	
		
			
									
					
						
						
						
						
					
								
		
	



	
		
			
				GM resumes Chevy Blazer EV sales with new software and lower prices			
		

		
			

	
		Mar 08, 2024	
	
					Kirsten Korosec			


		

	

	
		General Motors has resumed sales of the Chevrolet Blazer EV — and at a cheaper price — more than two months after the automaker pulled the vehicle over software problems. The company temporarily h	


	
		
			
									
					
						
						
						
						
					
								
		
	



	
		
			
				Reddit launches free tools to help businesses grow their presence on the site ahead of IPO			
		

		
			

	
		Mar 08, 2024	
	
					Aisha Malik			


		

	

	
		Reddit announced today that it’s launching a suite of tools, called Reddit Pro, to help businesses grow an organic presence on the platform. The launch comes as Reddit is readying its initial pu	


	
		
			
									
					
						
						
						
						
					
								
		
	



	
		
			
				Profitable car rental service Turo is still ready for an IPO, but its growth cratered in 2023			
		

		
			

	
		Mar 08, 2024	
	
					Alex Wilhelm			


		

	

	
		Turo, the venture-backed, peer-to-peer car rental service, reported its fourth-quarter and full-year financial performance this week in an updated IPO filing. The company first filed an S-1 to go publ	


	
		
			
									
					
						
						
						
						
					
								
		
	



	
		
			
				Creator wishlist startup Throne is doing so well that it returned investor money			
		

		
			

	
		Mar 08, 2024	
	
					Ivan Mehta			


		

	

	
		Throne, which lets fans gift items to creators from their wishlist, is launching a new gifting portal for family and friends called Happy Wishlist. However, the more interesting bit of the story is th	


	
		
			
									
					
						
						
						
						
					
								
		
	



	
		
			
				The Rivian R2 SUV racks up 68,000 reservations a day after reveal			
		

		
			

	
		Mar 08, 2024	
	
					Kirsten Korosec			


		

	

	
		The Rivian R2, an all-electric sport utility vehicle that’s smaller and more affordable than the automaker’s flagship SUV, appears to be a hit with potential customers. At least, if the nu	


	
		
			
									
					
						
						
						
						
					
								
		
	



	
		
			
				Spyware makers express concern after US sanctions spyware veteran			
		

		
			

	
		Mar 08, 2024	
	
					Lorenzo Franceschi-Bicchierai			


		

	

	
		Earlier this week, the U.S. government announced sanctions against the founder of a controversial government spyware maker, Tal Dilian, and his business associate, Sara Aleksandra Fayssal Hamou. In an	


	
		
			
									
					
						
						
						
						
					
								
		
	



	
		
			
				AI fraud detection software maker Inscribe.ai lays off 40% of staff			
		

		
			

	
		Mar 08, 2024	
	
					Sarah Perez			


		

	

	
		Yet another AI-powered fraud detection software provider is laying off staff. Inscribe, whose platform works to detect fraud in areas like business underwriting, tenant screening and onboarding, has c	


	
		
			
									
					
						
						
						
						
					
								
		
	



	
		
			
				Russian spies keep hacking into Microsoft in ‘ongoing attack,’ company says			
		

		
			

	
		Mar 08, 2024	
	
					Lorenzo Franceschi-Bicchierai			


		

	

	
		On Friday, Microsoft said Russian government hackers continue to break into its systems using information obtained during a hack last year. This time, the Russian hackers dubbed Midnight Blizzard have	


	
		
			
									
					
						
						
						
						
					
								
		
	



	
		
			
				What’s the Deel with Remofirst, and why are VCs playing musical chairs?			
		

		
			

	
		Mar 08, 2024	
	
					Alex Wilhelm, 					Mary Ann Azevedo, 					Theresa Loconsolo			


		

	

	
		Welcome to Equity, a podcast about the business of startups, where we unpack the numbers and nuance behind the headlines. Today on the pod, Mary Ann and Alex dug into a whole mess of news.	


	
		
			
									
					
						
						
						
						
					
								
		
	



	
		
			
				Faraday Future survives long enough to issue its first recall			
		

		
			

	
		Mar 08, 2024	
	
					Sean O'Kane			


		

	

	
		Troubled EV startup Faraday Future has issued its first recall, covering all 11 vehicles it built last year, as it fights to hold onto its Los Angeles headquarters. The recall centers around a problem	


	
		
			
									
					
						
						
						
						
					
								
		
	



	
		
			
				Artemis Fund has a fresh $36 million to back diverse founders solving ‘big, hairy problems’			
		

		
			

	
		Mar 08, 2024	
	
					Christine Hall			


		

	

	
		For Fund II, Artemis intends to continue leading and co-leading investments and will target around 20 new companies.	


	
		
			
									
					
						
						
						
						
					
								
		
	



	
		
			
				Worldcoin says it’s paused services in Spain, after filing legal challenge to temporary ban			
		

		
			

	
		Mar 08, 2024	
	
					Natasha Lomas			


		

	

	
		A German subsidiary involved in Sam Altman’s controvercial crypto blockchain digital identity business, Worldcoin, was reported Friday to have filed a legal challenge against a suspension order 	


	
		
			
									
					
						
						
						
						
					
								
		
	



	
		
			
				Baron boosts Swiggy valuation to $12.16B, above prior private market value			
		

		
			

	
		Mar 08, 2024	
	
					Manish Singh			


		

	

	
		Baron Capital, an investor in Indian food delivery startup Swiggy, has increased the value of its stake in the Indian firm, implying a valuation of $12.16 billion, surpassing the $10.7 billion post-mo	


	
		
			
									
					
						
						
						
						
					
								
		
	



	
		
			
				X now allows Premium+ users and organizations to publish articles			
		

		
			

	
		Mar 08, 2024	
	
					Ivan Mehta			


		

	

	
		X announced a new long-form post format called Articles today. The feature, which is only available to Premium+ subscribers and verified organizations, lets users publish posts with text formatting, o	


	
		
			
									
					
						
						
						
						
					
								
		
	



	
		
			
				Apple is rolling out VisionOS 1.1 with improved personas			
		

		
			

	
		Mar 07, 2024	
	
					Ivan Mehta			


		

	

	
		Apple released VisionOS 1.1 on Thursday with the most notable feature being improved personas of users. Specifically, the new update improves hair and makeup appearance, neck and mouth representation,	


	
		
			
									
					
						
						
						
						
					
								
		
	



	
		
			
				Free Fire India relaunch in limbo six months on			
		

		
			

	
		Mar 07, 2024	
	
					Manish Singh			


		

	

	
		Sea’s Garena has yet to launch its popular mobile title Free Fire in India, more than six months after announcing plans to do so, a prolonged delay that has raised concerns among entrepreneurs a	


	
		
			
									
					
						
						
						
						
					
								
		
	



	
		
			
				India’s smartwatch market in flux as unknown brands challenge heavyweights			
		

		
			

	
		Mar 07, 2024	
	
					Jagmeet Singh			


		

	

	
		India’s smartwatch market has transformed, seemingly overnight. For years, it has been dominated by its homegrown players, while global giants like Apple and Samsung have struggled for presence,	


	
		
			
									
					
						
						
						
						
					
								
		
	



	
		
			
				India’s Election Commission fixes privacy flaws that exposed citizens’ information-seeking data			
		

		
			

	
		Mar 07, 2024	
	
					Jagmeet Singh			


		

	

	
		India’s federal election commission has fixed flaws on its website that exposed data related to citizens’ requests for information related to their voting eligibility status, local politic	
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