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ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE AND URBAN CREMATORIES

Katsusuke ASAKA

It seems likely that, before the author started a study previously on crematories as one
of the urban facilities, there were no existing studies of crematories carried out in the field of
historical geography about the historical change, the location of crematory site, the structural
details, and the regional characteristics.

This paper reports the results of a study which has been performed on the change of
crematories caused by the internal factors such as the advancement of various equipments and
that caused by the external effect coming from surrounding circumstances, by taking positive
means such as the presentation of photographs mainly consisting of those of the building and
structure.

Considering the meaning of the existence of crematories, the basic idea concerned has
been clarified first. Then the appearance of different attitudes toward the crematory from city
to city has been discussed on the basis of the difference between public and private as well as
the difference in the relationship to city planning area.

Crematories newly developed in the first half of the 1970’s were advanced ones discharg-
ing neither smell nor smoke, and hence giving no trouble to the neighboring inhabitants. Then
a trend of renewing crematories began to appear at that time, bnt many crematories had come
to the state of finding themselves in the central part of city due to the rapid expansion of urban
area.

Accordingly, tow types of cities appeared corresponding to the foregoing situation;a
group of cities took a measure of replacing the old crematory by a new one at the same site
due to the difficulty of obtaining a new site, while another group of cities took a measure of
constructing -an up-to-date crematory at a quite new place departing from the former site.

In the present paper, the above-mentioned two cases are studied to clarify the effects
caused by change of the surrounding circumstances, including the problems such as the
harmony with urban area, the harmony with various public facilities, the accessible road, and
the plan for green zones. Then the need of putting the crematory in good conditions, the
requirements to be satisfied by the crematory site, and others are discussed.

Meanwhile, in spite of the environmental changes, there remain cities still employing
wooden crematories of old type built around in the 1920’s. Hence, the paper also includes the
discussion of the way that such crematories should be in the future.





