
FILE NO 9110442

WORLD TRADE CENTER TASK FORCE INTERVIEW

LIEUTENANT WILLIAM WALSH

INTERVIEW DATE JANUARY 11 2002

TRANSCRIBED BY LAURIE COLLINS



WALSH

CHIEF CONGIUSTA TODAY IS JANUARY

11TH 2002 THE TIME IS 1200 THIS IS

BC FRANK CONGIUSTA OF THE SAFETY BATTALION

OF THE NEW YORK CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT IM

CONDUCTING AN INTERVIEW WITH THE FOLLOWING

INDIVIDUAL

PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME

LIEUTENANT WALSH MY NAME IS

LIEUTENANT WILLIAM WALSH IM ASSIGNED TO

LADDER COMPANY

CHIEF CONGIUSTA OF THE NEW YORK CITY

FIRE DEPARTMENT WERE AT THE QUARTERS OF

LADDER REGARDING THE EVENTS OF SEPTEMBER

11TH 2001

BILL IF YOU WOULD PLEASE TELL US WHAT

HAPPENED THAT DAY IN YOUR OWN WORDS

OKAY ALL RIGHT REPORTED FOR WORK

ABOUT 800 THAT MORNING TO START 24 WE

RECEIVED RUN ABOUT 830 IN THE MORNING FOR

GAS LEAK UP AT LISPENARD STREET AND CHURCH WE

WERE OPERATING AT THAT BOX ALONG WITH ENGINE

BATTALION AND LADDER COMPANY BELIEVE 55

ENGINE WAS THERE ALSO MAYBE ENGINE 24 IM NOT

SURE
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AFTER ABOUT 15 MINUTES WE CONCLUDE OUR

OPERATIONS THERE LISPENARD IS ABOUT ONE BLOCK

SOUTH OF CANAL STREET BELIEVE THE CHIEF GAVE

THE CODE FOR GAS LEAK 10 40 CODE ALL THE

UNITS WERE ABOUT TO GO 10 WHEN WE HEARD THIS

LOUD ROAR EVERYBODY THOUGHT OR AT LEAST TO

ME IT SOUNDED AS THOUGH THERE WAS GOING TO BE

CON EDISON STEAM EXPLOSION THIS WAS ABOUT

QUARTER TO ID SAY

SO EVERYBODY LOOKED UP TO WHERE THEY

THOUGHT THEY HEARD THE SOUND COMING FROM AND WE

SAW AN AMERICAN AIRLINES PLANE TO ME IT LOOKED

AS THOUGH IT WAS GOING TREETOP LEVEL RIGHT DOWN

WEST STREET THEN HE APPEARED TO RISE LITTLE

BIT

WE WERE UNDER THE IMPRESSION HE

LOOKED LIKE HE WAS GOING DOWN BUT WE DIDNT HEAR

ANY MECHANICAL DIFFICULTY WE COULDNT FIGURE

OUT WHY AN AMERICAN AIRLINES PLANE WOULD BE SO

LOW IN DOWNTOWN MANHATTAN WE SORT OF EXPECTED

HIM TO VEER OFF AND GO INTO THE HUDSON

BUT HE JUST ROSE LITTLE BIT HIS

ALTITUDE LEVELED OFF AND HE WAS HEADED STRAIGHT

FOR THE TRADE CENTER SO JUST BEFORE HE GOT TO
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THE TRADE CENTER IT SEEMED AS THOUGH HE GAINED

POWER WE WERE JUST WATCHING THIS AIRPLANE ON

TARGET FOR THE WORLD TRADE CENTER

ALL OF SUDDEN BOOM HE DISAPPEARS

INTO THE TRADE CENTER YOU HEAR THIS SICKENING

NOISE AS IF TWO PIECES OF FIBERGLASS HAD HIT

YOU HEAR THIS LOUD EXPLOSION HE JUST

DISAPPEARED INTO THE TRADE CENTER

YOU COULD SEE HUGE FIREBALL COME OUT

FROM WHERE HE HIT GUESS IT WAS ABOUT TEN

STORIES HIGH OF BROWN SMOKE COMING OUT AND

THOUSANDS OF PIECES OF PAPER BEING THROWN THROUGH

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE WORLD TRADE CENTER

SO IMMEDIATELY EVERYBODY GOT INTO THE

RIG WE AUTOMATICALLY RESPONDED DOWN TO THE

WORLD TRADE CENTER WE WENT UP ONE BLOCK NORTH

TO CANAL STREET MADE LEFT WENT STRAIGHT DOWN

TO WEST STREET THEN WE HEADED SOUTH FROM THERE

IMAGINE WE GOT DOWN THERE IN LESS THAN TWO

MINUTES

SO WHEN WE HAD GOTTEN DOWN TO THE FRONT

OF ONE WORLD TRADE CENTER WHICH HAPPENS TO BE

WEST STREET THATS THE MAIN ENTRANCE WHAT

OBSERVED WAS LOT OF ASH ON THE GROUND LOT OF
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PAPER ON THE GROUND NO VEHICLE TRAFFIC

WHATSOEVER NO CIVILIANS WHATSOEVER IT WAS LIKE

THE AREA WAS GHOST TOWN GUESS THERE WAS

PIECES OF BURNING DEBRIS ON THE GROUND REALLY

COULDNT SAY WHAT IT WAS

ON THE WAY DOWN THERE WHAT HEARD

OVER THE RADIO WAS BATTALION CHIEF GIVING

REPORT THAT LARGE PLANE HAD HIT THE WORLD TRADE

CENTER HEARD THE OFFICER OF ENGINE 10 SAYING

TO SEND EVERY AVAILABLE AMBULANCE TO DOWNTOWN

MANHATTAN BECAUSE PLANE HAD JUST HIT THE TRADE

CENTER ENGINE 10 WOULD BE FIRST DUE LADDER 10

IS FIRST DUE DIDNT HEAR ANY TRANSMISSIONS

FROM THEM ME LADDER IS SECOND TRUCK

SO WE HAD PARKED THE APPARATUS RIGHT IN

FRONT OF THE GLASS OVERHANG ON WEST STREET WHICH

IS THE MAIN ENTRANCE TO WORLD TRADE CENTER NUMBER

ONE WE ALL GATHERED OUR TOOLS AND WE HEADED TO

THROUGH THE FRONT DOOR

NOW THE FRONT DOOR IS REVOLVING

DOOR THERE IS VESTIBULE OF ABOUT TEN FEET

LETS SAY AND THERES ANOTHER REVOLVING DOOR

THERE NOTICED TWO CIVILIANS THAT HAD MORE THAN

THIRD DEGREE BURNS
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THEY WERE IN PUGILISTIC POSITION THEY

WERE BLACK BURNT THEIR SKIN AND THEIR CLOTHES

WERE BURNT OFF THEY WERE SMOLDERING AND THEY

WERE TRYING TO GET UP THEY WERE JUST MOVING

AROUND HAD ESTIMATED THEY HAD LESS THAN HALF

MINUTE LEFT IN THEIR LIVES SO WE HAD JUST

PASSED THEM BY

WHAT OBSERVED AS WAS GOING THROUGH

THESE DOORS AND GOT INTO THE LOBBY OF THE WORLD

TRADE CENTER WAS THAT THE LOBBY OF THE TRADE

CENTER DIDNT APPEAR AS THOUGH IT HAD ANY LIGHTS

ALL OF THE GLASS ON THE FIRST FLOOR

THAT ABUTS WEST STREET WAS BLOWN OUT THE GLASS

IN THE REVOLVING DOORS WAS BLOWN OUT ALL OF THE

GLASS IN THE LOBBY WAS BLOWN OUT

THE WALL PANELS ON THE WALL ARE MADE OF

MARBLE ITS ABOUT TWO OR THREE INCHES THICK

THEYRE ABOUT TEN FEET HIGH BY TEN FEET WIDE

LOT OF THOSE WERE HANGING OFF THE WALL

WAIT SECOND

INTERRUPTION

WHAT ELSE OBSERVED IN THE LOBBY WAS

THAT THERES BASICALLY TWO AREAS OF ELEVATORS

THERES ELEVATORS OFF TO THE LEFT HAND SIDE WHICH
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ARE REALLY THE EXPRESS ELEVATORS THAT WOULD BE

THE ELEVATORS THATS FACING NORTH THEN ON THE

RIGHT HAND SIDE THERES ALSO ELEVATORS THAT ARE

EXPRESS ELEVATORS AND THAT WOULD BE FACING

SOUTH IN THE CENTER OF THESE TWO ELEVATOR

SHAFTS WOULD BE ELEVATORS THAT GO TO THE LOWER

FLOORS THEY WERE BLOWN OFF THE HINGES THATS

WHERE THE SERVICE ELEVATOR WAS ALSO

WERE THESE ELEVATORS THAT WENT TO THE

UPPER FLOORS THEY WERENT SIDE LOBBY ELEVATORS

NO NO ID SAY THAT THEY WENT THROUGH

FLOORS 30 AND BELOW

AND THEY WERE BLOWN OFF

THEY WERE BLOWN OFF THE HINGES AND YOU

COULD SEE THE SHAFTS THE ELEVATORS ON THE

EXTREME NORTH SIDE AND THE OTHER EXPRESS ELEVATOR

ON THE EXTREME SOUTH SIDE THEY LOOKED INTACT TO

ME FROM WHAT COULD SEE THE DOORS ANYWAY

SO WE REPORTED TO THE LOBBY COMMAND

POST ENGINE 10 WAS THERE LADDER 10 WAS THERE

THE LOBBY SEEMED TO FILL UP WITH FIREMEN VERY

QUICKLY WAS REPORTING TO THE 1ST BATTALION

CHIEF WHICH IS CHIEF PFEIFER AT THAT TIME HE

WAS WITH THE 1ST DIVISION CHIEF WHICH WAS CHIEF
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HAYDEN

TWO OF THOSE CHIEFS WERE TRYING TO

COLLECT INFORMATION WHICH WAS VERY DIFFICULT FOR

THEM BECAUSE AS FAR AS COULD SEE THE CLASS

SYSTEM DO NOT THINK WAS WORKING CANT SAY

FOR SURE BUT THESE CHIEFS DEPEND UPON THE

INFORMATION FROM THE CLASS SYSTEM AND DONT

THINK THAT THE CLASS SYSTEM WAS WORKING

PROPERLY

NORMALLY THERE ARE WORLD TRADE CENTER

BUILDING PERSONNEL THAT COME DOWN AND THEY HAND

YOU TRADE CENTER RADIOS WHICH YOU CAN STRETCH

THE LENGTH OF THE WORLD TRADE CENTER THESE

PEOPLE WERE NOT AROUND SO AS FAR AS KNOW

WAS THERE FOR AT LEAST TEN MINUTES THERE WERE

NO WORLD TRADE CENTER PEOPLE TO ASSIST THESE

CHIEFS

THE DIVISION AIDE WHICH WAS CHRIS

WAUGH HE WAS IN THE LOBBY HE WAS SETTING UP

THE BOARD THE COMMAND POST BOARD REMEMBER

ONE TIME CHIEF PFEIFER MADE EYE CONTACT WITH

HIM HE WAS ABOUT TO TELL ME SOMETHING AND THEN

HE CHANGED HIS MIND QUICKLY AND TOLD ME TO HOLD

ON



WALSH

WE WERE THERE FOR IT SEEMED TO ME LIKE

ABOUT TEN MINUTES OR SO THEN FINALLY THE

DIVISION AIDE SAID TO EVERYBODY JUST GO UP

ANY STAIRWAY THAT YOU CAN AND HANDY TALKY ME WHAT

STAIRWAY YOU WENT UP
SO HEADED FOR THE STAIRWAY DID

NOT WANT TO DEAL WITH ELEVATORS SO LADDER

WERE THERE ANY ELEVATORS WORKING OR NO

PROBABLY NOT ASSUME

COULDNT TELL ABOUT THE EXPRESS

ELEVATORS THE ELEVATORS THAT MENTIONED BEFORE

THAT WERE ON THE EXTREME NORTH END AND THE

EXTREME SOUTH END DONT KNOW ABOUT THOSE

ELEVATORS BUT HEADED FOR WHERE THE SERVICE

ELEVATOR WAS WHICH WAS IN THE CENTER WHERE THE

LOWER FLOOR ELEVATORS WERE THE ONES WHERE THE

DOORS WERE BLOWN OFF THEM

SO HAD KNOWN WHERE THE STAIRWAY

WAS AND LADDER HAD OPENED UP THE DOOR TO THE

STAIRWAY WITHIN SEVERAL SECONDS WE NOTICED

CIVILIANS COMING DOWN IN AN ORDERLY FASHION AND

SOME WATER COMING DOWN THE STAIRS ASSUME THAT

THIS WATER WAS EITHER BROKEN STANDPIPES OR

SPRINKLER PIPES THAT HAD GONE OFF
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HAD MY THERMAL IMAGING CAMERA WITH

ME AND THEN REALIZED THAT DID NOT HAVE MY

SEARCH ROPE FIGURED THAT DIDNT NEED MY

THERMAL IMAGING CAMERA TO FIND FIRE AT THIS POINT

BUT DID NEED MY SEARCH ROPE

INSTRUCTED MY MEMBERS TO WAIT IN THE

LOBBY NEXT TO THE STAIRWELL WENT OUTSIDE TO

MY RIG AND SWAPPED MY SEARCH ROPE FOR THE

THERMAL IMAGING CAMERA CAME BACK AND WE ALL

OF US STARTED HEADING UP THE STAIRS

MY OV WHICH WAS STEVE OLSEN DONT

THINK YOU MENTIONED HIM BEFORE WELL GET INTO

THAT LATER

HE WAS INTERVIEWED ALREADY PROBABLY

HE DIDNT MENTION IT

JUST HAVE GUYS THAT HAVENT BEEN

INTERVIEWED SO ANYBODY THAT WAS INTERVIEWED

DONT EVEN KNOW ABOUT

HE WENT UP AHEAD OF ME WHICH IS

SOMETHING DIDNT LIKE BUT ANYWAY HES AN

AGGRESSIVE FIREFIGHTER HE WENT UP AHEAD OF US

AS WE STARTED MAKING OUR WAY UP THE STAIRS IT

WAS LITTLE BIT SLOW GOING YOU HAD TO PACE

YOURSELF BECAUSE YOU KNEW YOU WERE GOING UP 90
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FLIGHTS OF STAIRS

THIS BATTALION CHIEF HAD ASKED US TO

TURN OFF SOME SPRINKLER HEADS THAT HAD ACTIVATED

ON THE FOURTH FLOORS AND OTHER FLOORS THAT

CANT REMEMBER SO WE STARTED TURNING OFF

SPRINKLER HEADS

BELIEVE THAT WE TOOK REST ON MAYBE

FLOOR NUMBER SEVEN AND THEN AGAIN ON FLOOR 12

WE MADE OUR NEXT STOP ON FLOOR NUMBER 19 WHICH

IS AS HIGH AS WE HAD GOTTEN WE WERE ALL

SWEATING AND DEBILITATED AT THAT POINT

DO YOU WANT ME TO GET INTO WHO SAW

YEAH SURE THATS GOOD INFORMATION

REMEMBER SEEING THE OFFICER FROM

LADDER HIS NAME IS LIEUTENANT WARCHOLA

REMEMBER SEEING HIM ON THE STAIRS WITH HIS

COMPANY REMEMBER SEEING CAPTAIN JONAS OF

LADDER COMPANY WE HAD PASSED EACH OTHER ON

THE STAIRS THEY WOULD TAKE REST WOULD PASS

THEM WE WOULD TAKE REST AND THEN THEY WOULD

PASS US BUT THOSE TWO OFFICERS REMEMBER

SEEING AS WE PASSED EACH OTHER ON THE STAIRWAY

AFTER TURNING OFF SOME SPRINKLER HEADS

AND SOMETIME WAITING FOR MY CREW MEMBERS TO
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REJOIN US BECAUSE THE PACE WAS VERY SLOW GOING

UP THE STAIRS BECAUSE IF SOMEBODY HAD STOPPED

AHEAD OF YOU WHATEVER FLOOR THAT WAS ABOVE YOU

YOU HAD TO WAIT UNTIL THE LINE HAD STARTED AGAIN

EVERYTHING WAS FAIRLY ORDERLY AS FAR AS THE

CIVILIANS DESCENDING AND THE FIREMEN ASCENDING

REMEMBER PORT AUTHORITY CHIEF HE

WAS BLACK AND BELIEVE HE HAD EITHER ONE OR TWO

STARS ON HIM REMEMBER HIM TRYING TO GET

TOGETHER HIS MEN ON THE STAIRWELL AND IT LOOKED

AS THOUGH THERE WAS ABOUT FOUR OR FIVE OF THEM AT

THE TIME HAD MENTIONED THAT THIS WAS THE

STAIRWELL

THIS HAPPENED ON ABOUT FLOOR NUMBER 10

OR SO HE WAS TRYING TO REGROUP HIS MEN AND HE

WANTED THEM OFF THE FLOOR AT FLOOR NUMBER 10 OR

12 OR SO GUESS HE WANTED TO GIVE THEM

INSTRUCTIONS

LADDER HAD MADE ITS STOP AT FLOOR

NUMBER 19 BECAUSE AT FLOOR NUMBER 19 YOU COULD

TELL THAT WERE SODA MACHINES THERE CANDY

MACHINES AS SOON AS YOU OPENED UP THE STAIRWAY

DOOR AND LOOKED INSIDE INTO THE OCCUPANCY

THINK THE GUYS WERE BREAKING OPEN THE
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SODA MACHINES TO TAKE WATER JUICE AND COOKIES

FROM THE OTHER VENDING MACHINES WE WERE ALL

SWEATING HEAVILY AT THIS POINT LOT OF US TOOK

OFF OUR HELMETS AND MASKS AND TURNOUT COATS

BELIEVE THAT LADDER HAD ALSO

STOPPED AROUND THAT AREA ALSO ON FLOOR NUMBER 19

HAD TO WAIT FOR TWO OF MY MEMBERS HAD TO

WAIT FOR DAMIAN VANCLEAF AND HAD TO WAIT FOR

MEMBER OF LADDER COMPANY 10 BELIEVE HE WAS

THE OV THAT DAY

HE WAS GOING TO BE OPERATING WITH ME

BECAUSE GUESS HE LOST HIS UNIT SOMEHOW

GUESS BEING THE OV HE JUST ASSUMED THAT HE WAS

GOING TO BE OPERATING THE ELEVATORS AND IT DIDNT

WORK OUT THAT WAY ANYWAY HE WAS STRAGGLER SO

HE ATTACHED HIMSELF TO ME

SO HAD TO WAIT FOR VANCLEAF AND THIS

OV FROM LADDER COMPANY 10 THEY FINALLY JOINED

US AT FLOOR NUMBER 19 CANT SAY HOW LONG

WAS THERE BELIEVE IT WAS ABOUT LIKE 1000

THAT HAD GOTTEN TO THAT POINT WE WERE ON

GUESS YOU WOULD CALL IT THE WEST STREET SIDE OF

FLOOR NUMBER 19 ENGINE WAS ON THE EAST SIDE

WHICH WOULD BE ABUTTING WORLD TRADE CENTER NUMBER
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HAD HEARD THROUGH THE ENGINE

OFFICER MAYDAY HECAUSE ONE OF HIS MEMBERS

BELIEVED HE WAS HAVING HEART ATTACK HE SAID

SOMETHING ABOUT CHEST PAINS OR SOMETHING IM AN

EMT SO WENT OVER THERE ACROSS THE FLOOR ON

FLOOR NUMBER GUESS IT WOULD BE EXPOSURE

SIDE

INQUIRED ABOUT THIS MEMBER BUT HE

SEEMED OKAY TO ME HE SEEMED TO MAKE QUICK

RECOVERY MAYBE IT WAS JUST FAST CHEST PAIN

HE WAS HAVING CHEST PAINS HE WAS OKAY

SO TRIED TO GATHER MY MEMBERS

BECAUSE THEY DIDNT LIKE THE PROGRESS WE WERE

MAKING AT THIS POINT THEY FELT AS THOUGH WE

SHOULD BE LITTLE BIT HIGHER UP

LIEUTENANT FODY WHO WAS ASSIGNED TO

ENGINE HES NOW CAPTAIN OF ENGINE COMPANY

HE WAS WORKING OVERTIME THAT DAY IN ENGINE

COMPANY HE WAS ON THE FLOOR WITH US TAKING

REST THINK HE MIGHT HAVE STARTED UP THE

STAIRS THE SAME STAIRWELL THAT WE WERE USING

BELIEVE HE LEFT ABOUT TEN MINUTES BEFORE DID

AND THIS WAS ABOUT 1000 WERE TALKING ABOUT
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AT THIS POINT THINK MY CHAUFFEUR

WAS TRYING TO COLLECT ALL MY MEMBERS AND HAD

ALL OF MY MEMBERS WITH THE EXCEPTION OF

FIREFIGHTER OLSEN WHO KNEW WAS ON THE 22ND

FLOOR BECAUSE TRIED TO FIND HIM THROUGH THE

HANDY TALKY AND HE TOLD ME THAT HE WAS ON THE

ZZND FLOOR SAID WAIT FOR ME ON THE ZZND

FLOOR DONT GO ANY FURTHER BECAUSE WANTED

ALL MY MEMBERS IN GROUP

SO WE WERE ABOUT TO REGROUP NOW AND IT

MUST HAVE BEEN ABOUT GUESS IT WAS ABOUT

1015 AT THIS POINT MY CHAUFFEUR FIREFIGHTER

ONEILL HE SAID HE HAD TO GO TO THE BATHROOM

HE WAS LOOKING AROUND THE FLOOR FOR BATHROOM

HE FINALLY FINDS ONE

WERE WAITING FOR HIM WE MUST BE

WAITING FOR ABOUT FIVE MINUTES OR SO GUESS

WAS STILL ON THE EXPOSURE SIDE THE WEST STREET

SIDE IN THE HALLWAY COULD LOOK TO MY RIGHT

AND SEE 19S AND COULD LOOK TO MY LEFT AND SEE

19N WHICH APPARENTLY MEANT NORTH AND SOUTH

ABOUT THIS TIME 1015 20 AFTER OR SO

FEEL RUMBLING OF THE BUILDING IT FELT AS

THOUGH GOT KNOCKED FROM ONE SIDE OF THE
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HALLWAY TO THE OTHER SIDE IT FELT LIKE YOU WERE

IN SUBWAY CAR STANDING UP AND THE SUBWAY CAR

WAS MAKING TURN AND YOU WERE GETTING SHIFTED

BACK AND FORTH THATS THE WAY THAT IT FELT

WE LATER FIND OUT THAT THIS WAS WORLD

TRADE CENTER NUMBER TWO COLLAPSING IT HAD HIT

WORLD TRADE CENTER NUMBER ONE AND GUESS IT HIT

THE MARRIOTT HOTEL DIDNT KNOW THIS AT THE

TIME BECAUSE WE WERE IN THE STAIRWELL WHICH IS

BASICALLY SOUNDPROOF AND NO WINDOWS SO DIDNT

KNOW THAT THE SECOND WORLD TRADE CENTER HAD BEEN

HIT BY THE SECOND PLANE

ALL THIS TIME OPERATED ON THE

TACTICAL CHANNEL CHANNEL AT THIS POINT

FELT AS THOUGH IT WAS LOCALIZED COLLAPSE THE

LIGHTS WENT OUT AND THE CEILING PANELS FELL

DOWN DUST FELL DOWN THE EMERGENCY LIGHTS

STAYED ON

COULD LOOK AROUND AND SEE PIECES OF

DEBRIS IN THE HALLWAY IT DIDNT SEEM LIKE MUCH

DEBRIS IN THE HALLWAY BUT THERE WERE PIECES OF

DEBRIS IN THE HALLWAY DID NOT HAVE ANY ACCESS

TO ANY WINDOWS AT THIS POINT BECAUSE WAS IN THE

HALLWAY NO WINDOWS WERE AROUND US TO THE



WALSH 17

OUTSIDE YOU DIDNT KNOW WHAT WAS GOING ON

OUTSIDE

SO WAS ABOUT TO COLLECT MY MEMBERS

AND START HEADING

DID YOU KNOW THE SECOND TOWER HAD BEEN

HIT BY PLANE

NO NO

SO STARTED COLLECTING MY MEMBERS AND

WAS ABOUT TO GO UP THE STAIRWAY AND HEARD

MAYDAYS TO GET OUT OF THE BUILDING DIDNT

REALLY KNOW WHO GAVE THE MAYDAY IT COULD HAVE

BEEN ONE CHIEF GIVING IT TO ANOTHER CHIEF WHO WAS

OPERATING ON THE COMMAND CHANNEL AND THAT CHIEF

MIGHT HAVE GIVEN IT OUT IM NOT SURE JUST

HEARD GET OUT OF THE BUILDING

SO COLLECTED ALL MY MEMBERS AND

INFORMED FIREFIGHTER OLSEN TO GET OUT OF THE

BUILDING HE DIDNT ACKNOWLEDGE ME THERE WAS

LOT OF HANDY TALKY TRAFFIC GOING ON AT THE TIME

FOUR OF MY MEMBERS WENT DOWN AHEAD OF ME AND

THEN WAS THE NEXT ONE TO GO DOWN

AS WE WERE GOING DOWN THE STAIRS ON

THE LOWER FLOORS THERE WERE FIREMEN TAKING RESTS

COULDNT IDENTIFY THE COMPANIES ASSUME THAT
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THEY WERE BROOKLYN UNITS UNITS THAT CAME

SUBSEQUENT TO US THEY WERE HANGING OUT ON THE

STAIRWELL AND IN THE OCCUPANCY AND THEY WERE

RESTING

TOLD THEM DIDNT YOU HEAR THE

MAYDAY GET OUT THEY WERE SAYING YEAH

YEAH WELL BE RIGHT WITH YOU LOU THEY JUST

DIDNT GIVE IT SECOND THOUGHT THEY JUST

CONTINUED WITH THEIR REST

SO MADE IT DOWN TO THE LOBBY AND THE

LOBBY LOOKED AS THOUGH IT WAS IN THE SAME

CONDITION AS HAD LEFT IT AS FAR AS THE DEBRIS

ALL OVER THE LOBBY LOOKED OUT TO WEST STREET

AND SOUTH OF ME COULD SEE THE RUBBLE OF

BUILDING WOULD LATER FIND OUT IT WAS THE

RUBBLE OF TWO WORLD TRADE CENTER THAT HAD FALLEN

DOWN

DECIDED TO HEAD NORTH COULD SEE

LIKE FOUR OF MY MEMBERS THAT HAD RUN AHEAD OF ME

WAS AT THE GLASS OVERHANG AND COULD HEAR

BODIES HITTING THE GLASS AS MATTER OF FACT

COULD SEE IT BODIES JUMPING HITTING THE GLASS

OVERHANG IN FRONT OF WEST STREET WHICH MY RIG

WAS RIGHT IN FRONT OF THAT ALSO THERE WAS
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DEBRIS ON MY RIG MY RIG LOOKED SMASHED AT THIS

POINT AGAIN NOBODY WAS IN THE STREET AND

THERE WERE NO CARS IN THE STREET

GOT OUTSIDE OF THE BUILDING THERE

WERE BODIES FALLING DOWN AND THERE WAS SOME

DEBRIS FALLING DOWN THERE WAS LOT MORE ASH IN

THE STREET FROM THE ENTRANCEWAY TO THE WORLD

TRADE CENTER GOING NORTH THERES PEDESTRIAN

OVERPASS AND WANTED TO MAKE IT THERE THINK

IT WAS ABOUT 50 YARDS UP OR SO THIS IS GOING

NORTH ON WEST STREET NOW JUST BEFORE VESEY

STREET THERES ABOUT 50 YARD RUN

JUST HELD MY BREATH AND JUST HOPED

THAT NOTHING CAME DOWN AND HIT ME AND RAN TO

THIS PEDESTRIAN OVERPASS THERE WAS FIRE

ENGINE THERE HOOKED UP TO HYDRANT AND THERE

WAS THE CHAUFFEUR THAT WAS THERE DIDNT

REALLY GET GOOD LOOK AT THE CHAUFFEUR OR GET

GOOD LOOK AT THE ENGINE COMPANY THAT WAS THERE

MADE IT TO THE PEDESTRIAN OVERPASS

WHERE STAYED THERE FOR WHILE WAS TRYING

TO COLLECT MY THOUGHTS BECAUSE COULDNT

UNDERSTAND WHAT WAS GOING ON THEN THERE WAS

THIS PERSON WHO HAD BADGE AROUND HIS NECK HE
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WAS IN CIVILIAN UNIFORM BUT THINK HE HAD

BLUE WINDBREAKER THAT IDENTIFIED SOME AGENCY THAT

HE WORKED FOR

OEM

NO IDEA HE WAS BLACK PERSON HE

SAID WE WERE IN THE COLLAPSE ZONE HAD JUST

ASSUMED HE KNEW MORE THAN DID AT THIS POINT SO

JUST STARTED WALKING FAST WHEN REACHED

VESEY STREET WHICH IS ONLY ABOUT ANOTHER 20

YARDS UP OR SO STARTED WALKING VERY QUICKLY

NOW NORTH UP WEST STREET

THINK WAS ABOUT BLOCK AWAY OR SO

MAYBE EVEN LESS AND TURNED AROUND TO TAKE

LOOK AT THE TOP OF THE WORLD TRADE CENTER THERE

WAS LOTS OF SMOKE OR DUST WHERE TWO WORLD TRADE

CENTER WAS BUT DIDNT FOCUS ON THAT HAD NO

IDEA THAT THE SECOND WORLD TRADE CENTER HAD

GOTTEN HIT FOCUSED ON WORLD TRADE CENTER

NUMBER ONE

THE WIND WAS BLOWING SOUTH THAT DAY

AND YOU HAD CLEAR VIEW OF THE WORLD TRADE

CENTER COULD SEE WHERE IT WAS HEAVILY ON

FIRE ASSUMED IT WAS ABOUT THE 95TH FLOOR OR

SO ALL OF SUDDEN IT STARTS COMING DOWN
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THAT PUT PANIC INTO ME

JUST DROPPED MY TOOLS AND STARTED

RUNNING NORTH AS FAST AS COULD BUT THEN THE

DEBRIS STARTED COMING DOWN AND TO ME IT SOUNDED

LIKE THE ROAR OF FREIGHT TRAIN IN THE

BACKGROUND YOU COULD HEAR BEAMS HITTING BEAM LIKE

AN ERECTOR SET FALLING DOWN

ALL THE DUST AND ASH HAD FINALLY HIT

THE GROUND AND STARTED MUSHROOMING THE WIDTH OF

WEST STREET AND HAD STARTED GOING EAST AND THEN

IT STARTED MUSHROOMING TOWARDS ME STARTED

RUNNING AS FAST AS COULD BUT WAS OVERTAKEN

BY THIS WAS BLOWN DOWN THOUGHT THAT WAS

IT FOR ME THOUGHT THAT WAS DEAD

AFTER EVERYTHING TURNED BLACK AND AFTER

SEVERAL SECONDS MAYBE 10 OR 15 OR SO OPENED

UP MY EYES WAS COVERED WITH ASH COULD SEE

LIKE LITTLE POCKETS OF FIRE AROUND ME THOUGHT

WAS IN HELL OR PURGATORY AT THAT POINT

REALIZED THAT HAD SURVIVED

GOT UP AND CONTINUED TO RUN NORTH

LOST ALL OF MY EQUIPMENT MY MASK FELL OFF MY

HELMET AND MY LIGHTS AND ALL OF THAT SO JUST

RAN NORTH AND RAN AS FAR AS BELIEVE IT WAS
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HARRISON STREET OR AROUND THAT AREA WHICH IS

AHOUT FOUR BLOCKS NORTH OR SO

THATS WHERE RAN INTO CAPTAIN TARDIO

OF ENGINE RAN INTO OTHER MEMBERS OF ENGINE

OTHER MEMBERS OF LADDER THAT WERE WORKING

EVERYBODY HAD SURVIVED THAT WAS WORKING THAT DAY

FROM THIS HOUSE ENGINE LADDER

THEN CAPTAIN TARDIO AND BELIEVE

MEMBER OF ENGINE BILLY GREEN WERE WALKING

TOGETHER FINALLY MET THEM CAPTAIN TARDIO

SEEMED STRESSED OUT BECAUSE HE WAS UNDER THE

ASSUMPTION THAT HE HAD LOST TWO OF HIS MEMBERS

WHO WERE TENDING THE RIG

WE GOT HIS TURNOUT COAT OFF HIS MASK

HIS HELMET TOLD HIM WOULD HELP HIM LOOK FOR

THESE PEOPLE THINK HAD GOTTEN IN TOUCH WITH

OTHER MEMBERS OF MY COMPANY OF LADDER HAD

EITHER PHYSICALLY SEEN THEM OR HEARD THEM OVER

THE HANDY TALKY SO KNEW ALL MY MEMBERS HAD

MADE IT

SO CAPTAIN TARDIO MYSELF AND

FIREFIGHTER OLSEN STARTED TO WALK SOUTH NOW AND

WE WERE GOING TO SEARCH FOR THESE TWO MEMBERS

THAT WERE MISSING FIREFIGHTER SPINARD WHO WAS
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THE CHAUFFEUR THAT DAY AND FIREFIGHTER

CASSALIGGI WHO WERE WITH THEM

LATER WE WOULD FIND OUT THAT

FIREFIGHTER SPINARD HAD ESCAPED AND FIREFIGHTER

CASSALIGGI WAS TAKEN TO THE HOSPITAL SHORTLY

BEFORE NUMBER ONE WORLD TRADE CENTER FELL

SO CONTINUED TO WALK SOUTH THINK

FIREFIGHTER OLSEN AND CAPTAIN TARDIO HAD STOPPED

TO GET SOME WATER BUT KEPT ON WALKING SOUTH

BELIEVE AT VESEY STREET RAN INTO BATTALION

CHIEF PFEIFER ASKED HIM IF HE WAS OKAY HE

ASKED ME IF WAS THE SAME TOLD HIM THAT OF

THE TWO MEMBERS THAT WE THOUGHT WE WERE MISSING

HE SAID THAT HE HAD SEEN FIREFIGHTER SPINARD SO

FIREFIGHTER CASSALIGGI WAS JUST MISSING AT THIS

POINT

CHIEF PFEIFER ASKED ME IF HAD SEEN

HIS BROTHER WHO WAS THE LIEUTENANT OF ENGINE

COMPANY 33 SAID WOULD NOTIFY HIM IF RUN

INTO HIM

THEN RAN INTO BATTALION CHIEF

MCKAVANAGH AND HE ASKED ME IF WAS OKAY

BECAUSE WAS SOMEWHAT DAZED AT THIS POINT

HAD LOST ALL OF MY GEAR SO HE TOLD ME THAT
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THERE WAS TRIAGE STATION HERE AT LADDER COMPANY

ENGINE SHOULD GO BACK THERE

HE ASKED ME FOR MY HANDY TALKY BECAUSE

HE WAS WITH LIEUTENANT WIEBICKE WHO WAS ASSIGNED

TO LADDER COMPANY WE WERE COMING OFF DUTY AND

HE COULD USE MY HANDY TALKY SO GAVE HIM MY

HANDY TALKY

WENT DOWN AS FAR AS VESEY STREET AND

IT WAS ALL BIG DUST CLOUD HEARD OVER OTHER

PEOPLES HANDY TALKIES THAT THERE WERE ELECTRICAL

FIRES AND GAS FIRES IT WAS JUST DANGEROUS

SITUATION DOWN THERE FELT AS THOUGH WAS

INSECURE AT THIS POINT

UNDERSTANDABLE

NOT IN FULL CONTROL OF MY FACULTIES

HERE

THEN THERE WERE OTHER BUILDING ON FIRE

WE WOULD HEAR OVER THE HANDY TALKY

WHERE RAN INTO

MY CHAUFFEUR FIREFIGHTER ONEILL WE RESTED FOR

WHILE

ALSO RAN INTO LIEUTENANT BOB ROCCO
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BELIEVE HES ASSIGNED TO LADDER COMPANY HE

CAME IN OFF DUTY

THINK WAS THERE UNTIL MAYBE 1200

OR SO AT HARRISON STREET AND WEST LIKE SAID

WAS WITH MY CHAUFFEUR GUESS THE OTHER

MEMBERS OF MY COMPANY HAD ALREADY GONE BACK TO

QUARTERS MYSELF AND FIREFIGHTER UNEILL WENT

BACK TO QUARTERS WE WALKED BACK TO QUARTERS

BELIEVE GOT BACK TO QUARTERS ABOUT 1230 OR SO

JUST RECONFIRMED THAT THE WHOLE HOUSE

HAD MADE IT THAT THE WHOLE HOUSE SURVIVED

THERE WERE NUMEROUS OFF DUTY MEMBERS HERE

EVERYTHING WAS PRETTY MUCH UNDER CONTROL IT WAS

ALREADY SET UP THIS TRIAGE CENTER

THERE WERE OTHER FIREMEN THAT DIDNT

RECOGNIZE THEY WOULD BE TAKING SOME OF THE GEAR

FROM THE COMPANY GUESS THEY WERE CALLED IN

FROM HOME DIDNT HAVE ANY GEAR THEY KNEW THIS

FIREHOUSE AND DECIDED TO TAKE WHATEVER GEAR THAT

THEY COULD AND HEAD DOWN TO THE WORLD TRADE

CENTER THERE

WAS IMPRESSED AFTER THIS COLLAPSE

HAD WHAT HAPPENED WHEN WAS ON MY WAY BACK

KEPT PASSING BY TONS OF FIREFIGHTERS AND EMS
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PERSONNEL AND CONSTRUCTION WORKERS AND CIVILIANS

IT REMINDED ME OF THE MINUTE MEN THESE PEOPLE

THAT DAY THEY WERE JUST HELPING OUT ANYWAY

THATS BESIDES THE POINT

HAD GOTTEN BACK TO QUARTERS ABOUT

1230 WENT TO THE BACK ROOM AND JUST WATCHED

CNN FOR WHILE THATS ALL

THATS ABOUT IT DO YOU HAVE ANY

QUESTIONS FOR ME

YEAH ONE QUESTION HAVE IS WHEN YOU

LOOKED AT THE NORTH TOWER WHEN YOU COULD SEE IT

WAS THERE ANY INDICATION BEFORE IT WAS COMING

DOWN DID YOU SEE CRACKS IN THE SIDE OR

ANYTHING

NO DIDNT

THERE WAS NO INDICATION THAT IT WAS

GOING TO COLLAPSE BEFORE IT ACTUALLY STARTED

COLLAPSING

NO BELIEVE THE HOLE THAT HAD SEEN

IN THE WORLD TRADE CENTER DONT KNOW IF

SAID THIS INITIALLY BUT THE HOLE SEEMED ABOUT

THREE STORIES HIGH THAT THIS PLANE HAD MADE

THREE STORY HOLE IN THE WORLD TRADE CENTER

THE FIRE SEEMED TO BE CONFINED TO ABOUT
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MAYBE ONE OR TWO FLOORS

REALLY IS THAT ALL

YEAH WAS THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE

FLOOR IT WAS THE NORTH SIDE THERE WAS HEAVY

FIRE AND THE WEST SIDE THERE WAS HEAVY FIRE

THROUGHOUT MAYBE TWO FLOORS OR SO COULDNT

TELL WHAT WAS ON THE SOUTH SIDE OR EAST SIDE

BECAUSE NEVER GOT THERE

THERE WAS NEVER ANY SMOKE IN THE

BUILDING NEVER INCURRED ANY SMOKE IN TOWER

ONE

HAVE ANOTHER QUESTION WHEN YOU

COULD SEE THE BUILDING BECAUSE LOT OF PEOPLE

HAVE SAID THEY DIDNT SEE THE BUILDING COULD

YOU SEE WHAT FLOORS PEOPLE WERE JUMPING FROM OR

WAS THERE SMOKE COMING OUT OF ALL THE FLOORS

ABOVE THE FIRE

WHEN HAD GOTTEN THERE IM TALKING

ABOUT LATER ON

LATER ON

JUST BEFORE IT COLLAPSED WAS THERE

SMOKE COMING FROM ALL THE FLOORS

JUST CURIOSITY

TO ME IT LOOKED AS THOUGH EVERYTHING
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WAS CONFINED

TO THE TWO FLOORS

TO THE TWO FLOORS TO THE THREE

FLOORS OR SO IVE SEEN PICTURES OF THE TRADE

CENTER ON FIRE AND RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF THIS

WHEN THE TWO OF THEM WERE STANDING IT SEEMED AS

THOUGH IT WAS HEAVY SMOKE THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE

UPPER FLOORS

BUT WHEN HAD LOOKED AT THE WORLD

TRADE CENTER AFTER HAD GOTTEN OUT OF THE

BUILDING IT DIDNT SEEM TO ME THAT THAT WAS THE

CASE OBVIOUSLY IT WAS BUT IT DIDNT SEEM THE

CASE TO ME JUST REMEMBERED SEEING TWO FLOORS

OF HEAVY FIRE FROM THE NORTH SIDE OF WORLD TRADE

CENTER ONE AND THE WEST SIDE OF WORLD TRADE

CENTER ONE ALL OF SUDDEN THINGS COLLAPSED ONE

FLOOR AND THEN WITHIN SECOND OR SO IT JUST

IMPLODED

THANK GOD YOU GOT OUT

MAYBE WAS OUT OF THE BUILDING MAYBE

THREE MINUTES OR SO AND IT CAME DOWN DONT

KNOW HOW THAT HAPPENED BUT IT JUST DID

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE YOU WANT TO SAY

WHEN WAS IN THE STAIRWELL ONE OF
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THE FIREMEN FROM ANOTHER COMPANY HAD TOLD ME THAT

THE SECOND TOWER WAS HIT WITH ANOTHER PLANE HE

SAID THAT THE PENTAGON WAS HIT WITH ANOTHER

PLANE AND HE ALSO SAID THAT THE UNITED NATIONS

WAS HIT WITH ANOTHER PLANE

WELL THROUGHOUT MY EXPERIENCE ON THE

JOB WHENEVER YOU GET INTO HEAVY FIRE SITUATION

YOU ALWAYS HEAR THESE RUMORS THAT NEVER TURN OUT

TO BE TRUE THOUGHT THAT THIS WAS THE CASE

BECAUSE HAD NEVER HEARD IT FROM ANYBODY ELSE

THAT DAY THAT THE SECOND WORLD TRADE CENTER WAS

HIT NOT OVER THE HANDY TALKY NOWHERE

DIDNT HEAR ANYTHING AND OF COURSE

DID NOT SEE ANYTHING BECAUSE THE STAIRWELL

DIDNT HAVE ANY WINDOWS WHOEVER HAD RESCUED

ON THE FLOORS THEY DIDNT HAVE ACCESS TO WINDOWS

EITHER

THE STAIRWELL WAS PRETTY MUCH

SOUNDPROOF ANYWAY DIDNT KNOW HOW SOUNDPROOF

IT WAS UNTIL COMPARED IT AGAINST THE TWO WORLD

TRADE CENTER FALLING ON US THAT WAS JUST

RUMBLE IN THE BACKGROUND ALONG WITH THE VIBRATION

OF THE BUILDING SHAKING

BUT THOUGHT IT WAS LOCALIZED
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COLLAPSE AND THOUGHT THAT THE TRADE CENTER WAS

VERY STURDY BUILDING AND WE WOULDNT HAVE TO

WORRY ABOUT THE LOCALIZED COLLAPSE

NOBODY REALLY THOUGHT THAT THEY WOULD

COLLAPSE THANKS LOT BILL THAT WAS

EXCELLENT THAT WAS LOT OF DETAIL

THE KIND YOU GUYS ARE LOOKING FOR

YEAH YEAH

CHIEF CONGIUSTA THE TIME IS 1240

AND THIS CONCLUDES THE INTERVIEW
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