
 

Web versions of this and other Tips Guides are available at http://www.marymount.edu/lls/tips/index.html 

Research articles contain several standard parts and it is necessary to understand the distinctive elements in 
order to accurately evaluate the research being presented.  The various parts may be presented in a slightly 
different arrangement or be titled differently but the essential parts of the paper will be the same. 

        

 

 

      

 

      

 

      

 

 

 

       TIPS  

 

 

 

Abstract-a paragraph 
that summarizes the 
article 

Introduction (may not always 
be labeled)- provides 
background, states the purpose 
of the research, may discuss 
previous research leading up to 
the study, and may state a 
hypothesis or question 

Method or Methodology-
describes how the research was 
conducted, with details about 
the study sample, assessment 
measures and procedure 

 
Major parts of 

a Research Article 

Title and Author information-
the title provides the main idea 
of the article and authors are 
listed, along with their 
affiliation 
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For further information, stop by the reference desk, call (703) 284-1649, email library@marymount.edu or send an IM: 
AskMULibrary (via AOL, Google Talk, Meebo, MSN, or Yahoo!). 
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Results or Findings-a 
summary of the findings 
presented in text or table 
format, may have individual 
sections with specific 
information  

Discussion, Comments or 
Conclusion-explains how the 
results answered the research 
question and may suggest 
future areas for research 

References-a listing of 
works cited by the author(s) 
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