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Research articles contain several standard parts and it is necessary to understand the distinctive elements in
order to accurately evaluate the research being presented. The various parts may be presented in a slightly
different arrangement or be titled differently but the essential parts of the paper will be the same.

Title and Author information-
the title provides the main idea
of the article and authors are
listed, along with their
affiliation
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Abstract-a paragraph
that summarizes the
article

Introduction (may not always
be labeled)- provides
background, states the purpose
of the research, may discuss
previous research leading up to
the study, and may state a
hypothesis or question

Method or Methodology-
describes how the research was
conducted, with details about
the study sample, assessment
measures and procedure

| Abstract I

I The outcome of German serial murderer spatial decision making was measured as the |
straight-line distance (km) between murderer home locations and each crime location (iLe. |
I body recovery location). Geographic and series development data, as well as information |
: on age, intelligence, motive, marifal status, employment status, and mode of transporia- |
| tion of 53 German serial murderers was collected from police and prosecution service ﬁ!ele

: INTRODUCTION |
| A limited amount of information is available regarding serial murderers’ spatial decisions. |
|Exisling research on this topic has been based primarily on American serial murderers, |
land only a few studies have quantified the distance between where serial murderers live
| and where they offend (Canter, Missen, & Hodge, 2000; Godwin & Canter, 1997; Hickey,

METHOD

Sample and data collection

The fourth author collected a sample of 59 male serial murderer cases from the Federal
| P

| Republic of Germany. All information pertaining to the sample was obtained directly from
| the police and prosecution service files of the original inquiries and from the court ver-
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Results or Findings-a | RIS I
summary of the findings | Figure 4 shows the distribution of home-to-crime distances. The distribution was nega-l
. tively skewed, whereby victims’ were usually recovered a short distance from the mur-
presented in textor table | @0—————-—-"—---"-""“""——————————— -
format, may have individual r T T T T T T T T T T T T T T ercentage
sections with specific | Mode of transportation n (%) |
information | Car 84 a0 |
| Walk 59 239 |
| Public transportation 44 178 |
| Bicycle 17 69 |
| Railway/walk ¥ a5 |
Discussion, Comments or =g ——
) ) DISCUSSION I
Conclusion-explains how the I |

| In a majority of German serial murderer cases in the past three-quarters of a century,
results answered the research | victims® bodies were recovered near their murderer’s home location. Godwin and Canter

question and may suggest | (1997) reasoned that the spatial pattern of body recovery locations may reflect an zlt{empll

future areas for research | @ l—————————————————————— T ———
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For further information, stop by the reference desk, call (703) 284-1649, email library@marymount.edu or send an IM:
AskMULibrary (via AOL, Google Talk, Meebo, MSN, or Yahoo!).
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