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August 6th /7K
10 miles off the Jap
Coast at 28,000 feet

Dear Walter:

PR R NN RUgewi e Sesiieet ¥ vellie

This is the flrst grown-up letter I have ever wrltten to you,
and it is really for you to read when you are older. During the
last few hours I have been thinking of you and your mother and our
little sister Jean, It was tough to take off on this flight, not
knowing whether I would ever see any of you again, But lots of
other fathers have been in the same spot many times before in this
war, and I had a job to do, so I can't claim to be any sort of hero.

I wonder if you will remember the time in Albuquerque, when we
climbed all through a B-29 Superfortress. Probably you will remember
climbing thru the tunnel over the bombbay, as that really impressed
you at the time., Well, I have been in this B-29 for eight hours so
far, and we won't be back for another five or six.

The story of our mission will probably be well known to every-
one by the time you read this, but at the moment only the crews of
our three B-29s, and the unfortunate residents of the Hiroshima
district in Japan are aware of what has happened to aerial warfare,
Last week the 20th Air Force, stationed in the Marianas Islands,
put over the biggest bombing raid in history, with 6000 tons of
bombs (about 3000 tons of high explosive). Today, the lead plane
of our little formation dropped a single bomb which probably ex-
ploded with the force of 15,000 tons of high explosive., That means
that the days of large bombing raids, with several hundred planes,
are finished. A single plane disguised as a friendly transport can
now wipe out a city., That means to me that nations will have to get
along together in a friendly fashion, or suffer the consequences of
sudden sneak attacks which can cripple them overnight.

What regrets I have aboutxbeing a party to killing and maiming
thousands of Japanese 01v1lians this morning are tempered with the
hope that this terrible weapon'we have created may bring the countries
of the world together and prevent further wars. Alfred Nobel thought
that his invention of high explosives would have that effect, by
making wars too terrible, but unfortunately it had just the opposite
reaction, Our new destructive force is so many thousands of times
worse that it may realize Nobel's dream.

After that little sermon, I'1l try to describe what it is like
to go into combat for the first time., I had not made up my mind to
go on the mission before I left the states, but I was pretty well
convinced that I would end up by going. I thought the thing through
on at least a dozen nights, while I was trying to go to sleep. I
think these mental trips were the worst part of the deal.
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SCENEfoto by Jack Iwata’

Did This Lefter Stop the War?

HE ABOVE LETTER is a photocopy of the letter

that was dropped during the atom-bombing of Na-
gasaki in August, 1945. Penned by Prof. Luis Alvarez,
presently connected with the University of California
Radiation Laboratory, it was addressed to Prof. Ryo-
kichi Sagane, his former scientific colleague, and
was dropped in a transmitter tube. The note failed
to reach Prof. Sagane. Instead, it fell into Japanese

6
X 6. 7/ 7 LENEEARYE 2
ICBERAR 23 N — 27 L — %

Naval Intelligence hands. However, the mxhtary fin-
ally sent for Sagane for '‘possible reassurance’’ about
the deadliness of the bomb.

‘I just told them there would be a third attack if
they didn’t give in,"’" Prof. Sagane said. ‘‘The Ameri-
cans aren’t fooling with this bomb,”*

The next day Japan capitulated to the United States.
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ATOMIC SCIENTIST, Dr. Alvarez, who wrote the note | signs his letter again four years later as Prof, Sagane,

that was dropped over Nagasaki with the A-bomb, to whom the message was intended, looks on.

r

rOUR YEARS AFTER A-BOMB

Top Atom Scientists Have Reunion in Berkeley

SCENEtotos by Tom Okada

HE ONLY MAN in the world ever to get a per-
sonal letter sent to him with a live atomic bomb

is currently visiting the United States.
He is Prof, Ryokichi Sagane of Tokyo University's
Department of Physics, who told SCENE in an inter-

view that he has come to this country to ‘‘learn and
to teach,”' He will do these things working with Dr,
Jackson Laslett's synchotron at lowa State College
in Ames, Iowa. (A synchrotren is 2 development
irom the cyclélron, Sagane explained,)
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