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When people hear the name Microsoft, they may not think about a suite of world-class technology products for the Macintosh platform. They should. For almost 25 years, Microsoft Corp. has developed award-winning productivity software for the Mac.
Founded in 1997, the Macintosh Business Unit (Mac BU) is composed of more than 200 full-time Mac product experts, making the unit one of the largest Mac-focused development teams outside Apple Inc. 

The Mac BU develops productivity software and online products that deliver reliable compatibility across platforms with a Mac-like user experience. Created by Mac users for Mac users, the Mac BU’s current product line includes the following:

· Microsoft Office 2008 for Mac, the core productivity suite that includes Entourage 2008, Word 2008, Excel 2008 and PowerPoint 2008 for exceptional productivity on the Mac. 
· Office 2008 for Mac Special Media Edition, which features the complete Office 2008 for Mac productivity suite specially packaged with a full version of Microsoft Expression Media for Mac to empower media-savvy Mac users with smart digital asset management tools. Expression Media is a powerful and customizable image management software application for importing, annotating, organizing, archiving, searching and distributing users’ ever-growing collections of digital files.

· Office 2008 for Mac Home and Student Edition, which provides the basics of Office 2008 for Mac for home and school users. This version includes three user licenses for consumers and students but does not include connectivity to Microsoft Exchange Server or support for automated workflows.

· Microsoft Messenger for Mac 6.0, Microsoft’s first Universal application to run natively on both Intel- and PowerPC-based Macintosh computers.
Macintosh Business Unit Milestones

· 1984 — Microsoft announces Word 1.0 for Mac. It goes on to become the most popular word processing suite in the world.

· 1985 — Excel 1.0 for Mac ships, winning four awards that include MacUser Editor’s Choice Award for Best Overall Program of 1985.

· 1987 — PowerPoint 1.0 for Mac ships, taking advantage of the rich graphics capabilities of the Mac platform. It won’t ship on the Windows platform for three years.

· 1989 — The first version of Office for Mac is released. It includes Word 4.0, Excel 2.20 and PowerPoint 2.01. It wins five awards, including InfoWorld Product of the Year.

· 1991 — Microsoft releases Office 1.5 for Mac, which includes Excel 3.0, the first application to support Apple’s System 7 operating system. It wins four awards, including Macworld World Software awards for Word and Excel.

· 1992 — With the release of Office 2.0 for Mac, Excel 4.0 is the first application to support the new AppleScript. Office 2.0 for Mac wins six awards, including the MacUser Editor’s Choice Award for Best Text Tool for Word. 

· 1993 — Office 4.0 for Mac is released. It is the first Office suite for the Power Macintosh.

· 1997 — Microsoft announces the formation of the Macintosh Business Unit. 

· 1998 — Office 98 for Mac is unveiled, with Mac-first features — drag–and-drop installation, self-repairing applications and Quick Thesaurus — and was the first version to support QuickTime movies.

· 1999 — MSN Messenger is released for Mac users. Internet Explorer 4.5 for Mac also is released, with Mac-first features Print Preview, Page Holder and Forms AutoFill. It also supports Apple technologies ColorSync and Sherlock. 

· 2000 — Microsoft introduces a faster Internet Explorer, 5.0 for Mac, and Office 2001, which quickly becomes one of the best-selling software products for the Mac. Office 2001 wins the Macworld Editors’ Choice Award for Business Productivity Software.

· 2001 — Office v. X for Mac is one of the first Mac OS X applications released that takes full advantage of the Aqua interface and Quartz drawing. Office v. X also wins three industry awards, including the Macworld Editors’ Choice Award for Software Product of the Year. 

· 2002 — Microsoft launches MSN Messenger version 3.0, the first instant messaging service built for OS X. Office v. X wins two Macworld Editors’ Choice Awards. 

· 2003 — Microsoft announces the acquisition of Connectix Corp.’s Virtual PC products, including Virtual PC for Mac. In addition, it launches MSN for Mac OS X and introduces three new editions of Office v. X: Professional, Standard, and Student and Teacher. 

· 2004 — Microsoft delivers Office 2004 for Mac and Virtual PC for Mac version 7.

· 2005 — Microsoft releases Messenger for Mac 5.0 and provides significant improvements to Exchange Server support in Entourage 2004.

· 2006 — Microsoft releases Messenger for Mac 6.0, the company’s first Universal application for Intel- and PowerPC-based Macs, delivering significant improvements including interoperability with Yahoo! Messenger.

· 2008 — Microsoft delivers Office 2008 for Mac — the first Office suite from the Mac BU that is Universal and uses the XML File Formats.
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