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TOKIO MARINE PLAZA, OSAKA

PTEHL, KBRAFRBR T R R 2 - 2 -53 Location,/Chuo-ku, Osaka City

BEE /REBELKRERRRA S Owner,/The Tokio Marine and Fire Insurance Co., Ltd.
HEtE ERBEEGA S Architect,/Kajima Corporation
MmIE/EESEXKASH Contractor,/Kajima Corporation

#w T,1990%11830H Completion Date,November, 1990
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MASAHIKO UMEZAKI

When it was first planned, the Tokio Marine and Fire
Insurance Building in the Marunouchi District of Tokyo
caused considerable uproar because its height—unusually
great for the time—was thought to spoil the aesthetic har-
mony of the neighborhood. That building is covered in red-
dish tiles. Its Osaka counterpart is largely black and con-
trasts with such brighter buildings in the Osaka Business
Park as the Twin 21 Building and the Crystal Tower, com-
pleted at about the same time. Its distinctive structure is
reminiscent of the kind of scaffold turret erected in front of
venues for sumo wrestling matches. It is immediately
recognizable even from afar.

Made up of framework posts (composed of four slender
sub-posts) and beams at the level of every third story, it is
vast in scale. Only a close view of the cross beams connect-
ing the posts of stories one and two reveals a human scale.

The framework posts make possible highly flexible office
spaces unobstructed by interior structural posts. This and
the realization—for the first time in Japanese high-rise
architecture—of the lowest floor open for three levels indi-
cate the work of structural designers of exceptional boldness
and technical skill.

To create an extraordinary space visually unified with the
plaza, in the entrance lobby, which is open to the level of the
third story, a thick-pipe truss descending from the third-
story floor suspends a curving glass screen, the lower
reaches of which are sashless.

A small atrium acting as a buffer zone connecting the
low-rise block and the tower has a calm atmosphere suitable
to private spaces. At the same, it effectively establishes con-
tinuity with the public spaces on the second and third
stories of the low-rise block.

Planning of standard office floors, which have a lateral
core, is very lucid. Unifying daily movement and escape
routes in the core promotes greater safety. Good use is made
of the advantages of the lateral core to create anteroom
alcoves at office entrances to provide good natural illumina-
tion. Free of internal structural posts, the office spaces are
very flexible.

Thick aluminum plate enclosing the structural frame-
work contributes to an extremely crisp, clean appearance.
To utilize all available space, on the north side, the frame-
work houses the core and provides spaces for exterior
equipment. On this side only, it looks like white walls in a
combination reminiscent of traditional Japanese shinkabe
walls, in which posts are exposed.

Although, when entered from the first-basement vehi-
cular approach, the building seems weighty and gloomy, no
doubt the mood will be enlivened in the future by the com-
pletion of a sunken garden, establishment of connections
with on adjacent sites, and improvement of amenities.



