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  ABSTRACT 
 
Health care practice is beset with ethical violations all around the world. This paper reviews the 
ethical standpoint from across the globe from newspaper reports and various journals. The aim of 
the ethical review was to look at ethical transgressions from all over the globe in the healthcare 
sector, academics and research. Numerous newspaper reports and news articles along with journal 

reports have been included in the review. The review gives an in-depth account of reports where 
various countries showed ethical transgressions all the three sectors of research and health care 
practice. The ethical issues are surmounted by appropriate and relevant policy/regulatory changes. 
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Introduction 
Across the world, health care is booming and life expectancy health soaring. Despite such positive 
indicators, healthcare has many pitfalls notwithstanding, the excellence of advancing technology. 
The lacunae are ethical. This has occurred despite ethics courses being taught in medical education 
in some countries. The problem faced is that the ethics courses were taught by ethicists and 
philosophers. Moreover, such courses were short-term interventions. Such systems would lag the 
continued awareness building across the years of medical education and bring home the point of 

ethical practice of high valued excellent healthcare. 
The review of ethical transgressions has been put forth in this article. The noteworthy point is a 
lesson, in itself, that brings home the point of need for moral values and compassion, in healthcare. 
The review of transgressions across the globe helps us to align ourselves with the much-needed 
introspection. This review is not dismally recorded but rather, exploring the silver lining on the 
black cloud of unethicality. 

Bioethics is a set of moral principles, beliefs, and values that will guide us in making choice is good 
or bad. At the core of healthcare, ethics is our sense of right and wrong and our beliefs about rights 
we possess and duties we to others. 
 

The Core Principles of Health Care Ethics 
Our moral obligations rely upon the character of selection and in element on the jobs we play. For 
example, the affected person and his relative must observe ethics, roles, and responsibilities which 

can be distinct from the ones observed through physicians and healthcare experts.  
Four foremost concepts outline the moral responsibilities that fitness care experts owe to sufferers.  
They are:  

1. Autonomy: to honor the sufferers proper to make their very own selection  
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2. Beneficence: to assist the affected person to develop his/her good 

3. Nonmaleficence: to do no harm  

4. Justice: to be honest and deal with all instances the same 
All four concepts are taken into consideration to be in impact in any respect times. In theory, 

everyone is of identical weight or significance and useful for the affected person.[1] 

 

How Ethical Transgressions Can Occur  
Ethical Transgression is best studied when they are sorted out into arenas that a physician is 
required to work in Academics, Healthcare Practice and Research. An Ethical transgression is the 
violation of a law, command, or duty as it pertains to one’s ethics or morals. It is the action of 

going beyond or overstepping some ethical boundary or limit. Any discrepancy in the above can 
be considered as Ethical Transgression [2]. 

 

Academics 
There has been a boom of medical colleges since the 1990s, in India. India has 415 medical colleges 
and over 2000 allied healthcare institutions. The academicians are physicians themselves who 
now, play a poignant role as a teacher. Ethics is the throne to the wind as physicians are drawn 

the mantle of a “teacher”. It is the physician who is “ghost faculties” bringing down the wrath of the 

National medical council [NMC]. The total number of contact hours is 30 (20 for ethics, 10 for 
law). The complement of physician and health professional faculty places important expertise and 
experience in the classroom and develops the mindset to be a part of a healthcare team. 
In addition, students should be made aware of, medico-legal issues, such as patient abandonment, 
malpractice, and duties of care in emergencies. Recognizing the changing face of health care, 
questions of patient advocacy in a managed care environment are addressed from the moral 
standpoint. The physician has to be the right kind of role model for students to emulate. The 
curriculum should be overt in teaching, communication, and ethics. The bane of medical 
education is “Capitation fees” which are being illuminated by policies [3]. 

 

Healthcare Practice 
The practice of healthcare is done by doctors in modern medicine. The percentage of GDP in India 

segregated for healthcare is 3%. The Doctor-patient ratio in India is 1:1456. The doctors in modern 
medicine have to work along with ayurvedic, homeopathic, and UNANI TIPPS systems to meet 
out therapy to patients of this country. In1984 when plaque came ¾ of doctors fled from their 
positions in an act of safety for themselves and their families. But the Covid pandemic and Nipah 
outbreak showed healthcare professionals at their best professional conduct in wiping out these 
outbreaks.  

 

Some scenarios of Ethical Transgression in India 
Case 1: A pregnant woman walks into a hospital complaining of stomach pain and the doctor 
conducted a sonography. The doctors took her sonography reports and call it an emergency, only 
to operate on her, do unnecessary stitches and extract money. This whole drama of “sonography” 
and “emergency” was needless and was done only to acquire money. Scary isn’t it ? [4]. 

Case 2: An 8-year-old boy died at Medical Center in August 2013. His liver and kidneys were 

donated for transplant without taking proper consent [5]. 

Case 3: A 16-year-old girl in an ICU battling for her life. Doctors thought it was a perfect time to 
snatch all the money from the parents and keeps on asking for blood and more money to do further 
treatment. Do you think parents will ever think twice in that situation ? 

Case 4: A magistrate court directed the police to investigate against a doctor after a woman 
complained that he had been practicing without a license for more than 25 years [6]. 
Case 5: AIIMS doctors did dialysis of a woman from Bihar after she came with a stomach-ache 

yet she was not found with any kidney-related issue, yet doctors did her dialysis. 
Many more such cases we see in real life. Some may have experienced it while some did not but 
it exists in the real world [7]. 



155 Arora et al.: Ethical transgressions across the Globe 

 

                                                        Global Bioethics Enquiry 2021; 9(3)  

These cases were taken from national newspaper reports that highlight the pathetic situation of 
some doctors who fall into some materialistic gain, over and above their limits of, “code of ethics”.  

Even in a covid pandemic, some doctors and healthcare professionals made “hay while the 
sunshine”. Healthcare professionals should work as multidisciplinary teams to provide healthcare 
for the population, all teams members should be ethical in meeting healthcare and any lapse in 
one would crumble the ethicality in the healthcare. Whistleblowers are necessary along with a 
stringent code of ethics for optimizing the ethical behavior of healthcare professionals. 

 

Research 
Ethical principles are Violated in the area of research by healthcare professionals. This can be 

reviewed by unethical research conducted down the ages in various countries. It is human 
experimentation that violates the principles of medical ethics. Such practices include denying 
patients the right to informed consent, using pseudoscientific frameworks such as race science, and 
torturing people under the guide of research [8]. 

 
Nazi Trials: It became accomplished especially on Jews from throughout Europe within the 
awareness camps at some stage in World War II and the holocaust forcibly without consent for 

the procedures. Prisoners of the axis energy had been revealing to brutalities together with dual 
research on genetic mutation and bone, muscle, and nerve transplants at some stage in which 
sufferers had been now no longer furnished any anesthesia. And additionally, a few different Nazi 
crimes protected head harm experiments, malaria experiments, seawater intake experiments, 
excessive altitude simulation experiments, and freezing temperature experiments.  
After the battle those crimes are called “Doctor’s Trials” and those abuses caused the improvement 

of “Nurenberg Code of Medical Ethics”. During the Nurenberg trial, 23 Nazi docs had been subjected 

for unethical remedy of awareness camp inmates who had been frequently used as studies topics 
with deadly consequences [8-9]. 

 

Tuskegee Syphilis: This covered 399 inflamed African American guys and 201 uninfected African 
American guys and that they have been promised unfastened clinical remedy/care. This study 
endured from 1932-1972. People have been now no longer know that they have been covered in a 
clinical look at however alternatively informed to be getting dealt with for “Bad Blood” and the 
remedy become withheld from the sufferers which make as a minimum 28 out of 399 affected guys 
died from superior Syphilis. Peter Buxton who become a PHS venereal sickness investigator acted 
as a whistleblower and puzzled the morality and ethics of the test following which he went to the 
clicking in the early 1970s. Which received public popularity in 1972 and become blanketed with 
the aid of using John Heller of the related press later posted in the New York Times. The look 
ended quietly and suddenly [10]. 

 
Guatemala Study: In the US of Guatemala, researchers had been starting to introduce a lethal 
bacterium “Treponema pallidum”, or extra usually called Syphilis, to the residents with no 
forewarning or consent and had been unfolded to 1500 topics at the side of numerous different 
sexually transmitted infections (STIs). To underhanded pressure, the Guatemalan human beings 
without their knowledge, United States surgeon “John Charles Cutler” additionally took element 

in the Tuskegee Syphilis Study, which lasted for 40 years. He and his crew of scientists employed 
prostitutes who had been already inflamed with the sickness as their number one mode of 
transmission and the bulk of the focused topics protected susceptible populations, which includes 
sufferers from insane asylums, jail inmates, and Guatemalan soldiers. The closing intention of the 
Guatemala Syphilis Study become to decide the effectiveness of penicillin. However, in the 
technique of appearing this unauthorized medical trial, Cutler and the numerous different 
scientists violated a number of the very principles. Of the 1500 uniformed, involuntary topics that 

participated in the Guatemala Syphilis experiment, eighty-three, in the end, died from incorrect 
management of the sickness. Not till 2005, however, whilst Susan Reverby of Wellesley College 
become learning the Tuskegee take a look at had been the experiments at Guatemala discovered. 
Her uncovering of those unlucky activities brought about the publishing of “Ethically Impossible” a 
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document with the aid of using the Presidential Commission for the Study of Bioethical Issues 
which become launched in 2011. In October of 2010, President Obama issued a proper public 
apology on behalf of the USA Government for the happenings in Guatemala [11]. 

Willowbrook Study: It became performed through Saul Krugman and Joan P Giles of the New 

York School of Medicine, Willowbrook became selected because of the endemic nature of hepatitis 
in the group. This test could encompass serum samples that can be amassed from the youngsters 
before the contamination, additionally in the course of the incubation period, and after the 
contamination became cured, and overall, seven hundred of the scholars participated. They 
additionally deliberately gave hepatitis to mentally retarded youngsters which have been housed 
at Willowbrook country college in Staten Island, New York trying to tune improvement of viral 

contamination [12]. The observation started in 1956 and lasted for approximately 14 years. The 
researcher additionally desired to decide the effectiveness of gamma globulin injections as safety 
in opposition to hepatitis. They justified their planned infections and exposures by putting forward 
that for the reason that there has been an excessive charge of contamination with the group it 
became almost inevitable that the youngsters could grow to be infected [13]. Further questions of 
the moral situation were raised as it became youngsters who have been a part of the observe, with 
many contending that simplest therapeutic, and now no longer scientific, clinical experiments 

should use youngsters, at the same time as others contend that mother and father have been 
blackmailed into consenting [12]. 

 
Deaths in a trial of the HPV vaccine: The loss of life of ladies who had been part of a Human 
Papilloma Virus vaccine trial has raised an alarm approximately the character of studies in India 
in addition to the cost connected via way of means of the kingdom to the lives of its citizens. The 
trial become being performed in Andhra Pradesh and Gujarat via way of means of the NGO 

PATH with the guide from the Indian Council of Medical Research and neighborhood fitness 
authorities. The vaccine is furnished via way of means of companies, Merck Sharpe & Dohme and 
Glaxo Smith Kline. When the authorities stopped the rigors, 3 doses had already been 
administered to 30,000 participants, basically tribal ladies, elderly among nine and 14. The union 
fitness minister, Ghulam Nabi Azad, has denied that the deaths don't have anything to do with 
the rigors and has no obvious connection between the vaccine and the deaths. But the truth that 

the ladies had been part of the trial is motive sufficient to reserve in addition investigations. A 
committee has been constituted via way of means of the union authorities to research the deaths. 
An investigation, coordinated via way of means of the women’s fitness institution SAMA, 
discovered that the rigors recruited tribal ladies from terrible areas. These ladies had been 
malnourished. To get worse the situation, consent bureaucracy had been in English which even 
healthcare companies giving them vaccines now no longer capable of understanding. Not most 
effective do those checks violate individuals’ proper now no longer to accuse themselves, and they 

are proper to privacy, they additionally offer dubious clinical validity [14]. 

 
Indian Tuskegee trials: The dying of 254 Indian girls from modest backgrounds inside the route 

of a 15-yr US-funded scientific trial has brought about a raging debate approximately its ethicality. 
The trial became for cervical most cancers screening approach and the girls who died had been a 
part of a manage organization saved without screening to examine dying charges in unscreened 

populations. It is a well-set up the truth that any form of cervical screening reduces the occurrence 
of most cancers. Yet nearly 140,000 girls within the manage arm of the trial had been now no 
longer screened. After a criticism became made to it, America Office for Human Research 
Protections (OHRP) decided that the girls had been now no longer given good enough statistics to 
offer knowledgeable consent. Those who had been arguing that the trial became unethical 
additionally say it violated the global moral tips on scientific research, the Helsinki Declaration’s 
tips, which without a doubt country that “the benefits, risks, burdens and the effectiveness of a 

brand new intervention have to be examined towards the ones of the pleasant modern tested 
intervention” [15]. Even Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) tips stipulate that a placebo 
may be used while the disorder is self-restricting or while no tested preventive, diagnostic, or 
healing approach exists for it [15]. 
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Streptokinase trials in India: Unethical elements include the groups had overtly carried out 
unlawful section III scientific trials of recent capsules on unaware sufferers and had carried out 
mistaken scientific trials without permission from the Genetic Engineering Approval Committee 

(GEAC) which made 8 sufferers dead. Shanta Biotechnics denied the allegations. Litigation 
changed into filed through the Delhi-primarily based NGO Aadar Destitute and Old People’s 
home. In March 2004, the SOMO briefing paper on ethics in scientific trials eight Examples of 
unethical trials Supreme Court of India showed that the rigors have been unlawful [16]. 

 
Covid related ethical issues in India: Multiple fitness corporations in India together have referred 

to as for research into allegations of moral violations all through a medical trial of a covid-19 
vaccine evolved collectively via way of means of India’s Bharat Biotech and the Indian Council of 
Medical Research. In an announcement launched on 14 January, corporations of medical doctors 
and fitness rights advocates requested the Indian authorities to halt the trial on the People’s 
Hospital in Bhopal, exclude any statistics from the web web page all through trial analysis, and 
take motion towards the ones answerable for violations.  
Around seven individuals enrolled in the trial have claimed that they had been now no longer 

know that they could get hold of both a vaccine or a placebo. In memories at a press convention 
on 10 January, the individuals stated that they had been informed that they could get hold of a 
vaccine that might defend them from the radical coronavirus and were paid Rs750 (£7.5; €8.6; 
$10.3) to have the injections.  
The All India Drug Action Network, the Forum for Medical Ethics, and the Jan Swasthya 
Abhiyan (People’s Health Movement India), amongst different corporations, have stated the 
individuals’ memories have cautioned that the trial body of workers on the web web page violated 

the necessities of complete disclosure of trial objectives. Responding to the allegations, Bharat 
Biotech stated in an announcement that the trial is in complete compliance with “appropriate 
medical exercise suggestions and all regulatory provisions that practice to the behavior of medical 
trials in India.” The enterprise additionally stated Indian suggestions offer for repayment to 
individuals for the journey to the trial web page and the everyday salary misplaced due to their 
participation. The charge of Rs750 changed into supplied in any respect web websites and changed 

into “now no longer an inducement”. However, the fitness corporations argue that given the 
“severe financial vulnerability” of the individuals, which were exacerbated via way of means of 
the months-lengthy lockdown, the charge served as an inducement [17]. 

 

Instances of Ethics transgression across the globe 

 

Unethical Human Experimentation  
It is human experimentation that contravenes the principles of medical ethics. Such practices 
include denying patients the right to informed consent, using pseudoscientific frameworks such as 
race science, and torturing people under the guide of research [18]. 
 

Involuntary Sterilization in Nazi Germany: The earliest acts via way of means of Adolf Hitler 
after the Reichstag Fire Decree and the Enabling Act of 1933 gave him de facto prison dictatorship 

over the German country become to by skip the Law for the Prevention of Hereditarily Diseased 
Offspring in July 1933. This regulation is signed via way of means of Hitler himself, and greater 
than two hundred eugenic courts had been created distinctively for this regulation. Under it, all 
medical doctors in the Third Reich had been required to check in any sufferers of theirs who had 
been deemed intellectually disabled, characterized mentally ill (along with schizophrenia and 
manic depression), epileptic, blind, deaf, or bodily deformed, and a steep economic penalty 
become imposed for any sufferers who had been now no longer well reported. Each case is taken 

after which provided in the front of courtroom docket of Nazi officers and public fitness officials 
who could assessment their scientific records, takes testimony after which will determine step by 
step whether or not or now no longer order a sterilization operation. The sterilization software 
went on till the battle started, with approximately 600,000 human beings sterilized, and until the 
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end, over 400,000 people had been sterilized below the German regulation and maximum inside 
its first 4 years of being enacted. When the difficulty of “obligatory sterilization” become added 
up on the Nuremberg trials after the battle, many Nazis defended their movements had been 
counting the number of reality had been copies from the United States and that they had taken 

suggestions from them. The Nazis had many different eugenics-stimulated racial policies, along 
with their "euthanasia" program wherein around 70,000 human beings institutionalized or laid 
low with start defects had been killed [19]. 

  
Deaths bring South African HIV drug trials to a premature halt: South Africa's Medicines 

Control Council (MCC) has halted a scientific trial of the antiretroviral drug Coviracil 

(emtricitabine) following an assertion through the country's fitness minister that 5 South African 
ladies have died in the course of the trial. The selection is taken into consideration to be essential 
and acquires unique interest due to the fact they take a look at concerned giving Coviracil to HIV-
superb people in aggregate with d4T and nevirapine. The authorities have already below strain to 
permit HIV-superb pregnant ladies to accept nevirapine to save you mother-to-toddler 
transmission of HIV considering President Thabo Mbeki has refused to sanction the usage of AZT 
in kingdom hospitals for this purpose. Health Minister Manto Tshabalala-Msimang has been 

accused of the use of the deaths to justify the authorities' refusal to offer pregnant ladies 
antiretroviral drugs. But he instructed parliament final week that it'd be “immoral and unethical” 
for the authorities to determine the usage of nevirapine till the entire consequences of scientific 
trials at the drug are available.  MCC head Helen Rees denied that the authorities had placed a 
strain on the council in making its selection. She defined the timing of occasions as 
“serendipitous”[20]. 

 

Organ Trafficking: It holds a critical place with a transnational organized crime group due to high 
demand and relatively low rates of law enforcement. 

China: The world's maximum populous the USA is likewise at the pinnacle for transplants 
however recently because of tightened guidelines may also alternate this. It was given banned in 
July 2006 and around 2007 stated it might limitation for foreigners and prioritize ill Chinese. About 
a million humans in China want transplants every year, however, there is most effective round 

20,000 operations due to shortages of hearts, kidneys, and different organs, in keeping with nearby 
reports. Excoriated for taking organs from achieved prisoners, China says all jail donors have given 
consent [21]. 

Pakistan: Pakistan, presently concept to be the world's second-largest middle for the organ trade, 

has no criminal framework on transplantation, even though a draft regulation that might permit 
organ donations from the deceased changed into exceeded in Feb. 2007. Selling kidneys to 
traffickers may be very generally taking region specifically in rural areas, with as much as 1,500 

"transplant tourists" touring Pakistan in latest years, in keeping with WHO estimates [20]. 

Colombia: All transplants ought to be sanctioned through Colombia's countrywide fitness 
enterprise even the ones which include foreigners and regulation in 2004 requires to be had organs 
be supplied to Columbia first. However, numerous Websites supplied new livers and kidneys in 
Colombia in much less than ninety days, and the country's relative proximity to the U.S. has 
helped set up it as a vacation spot for transplant and different clinical vacationers looking for 

reasonably-priced operations [21]. 

Philippines: The International sharing of organs and tissues was allowed in 1991. While the 
official “Philippine Organ Donation Program” recommends staying donors go through counseling 
and scientific evaluations, a rewarding backdoor kidney exchange has expanded. Experts have 
referred to medical insurance structures to prevent reimbursing "transplant tourists" too sluggish 
the exchange. Kidney sufferers from the United Arab Emirates who're despatched to the 
Philippines for a transplant, for example, ought to have medical insurance cowl the $95,000 fee, 

$10,000 of which is going to the donor [21]. 

Egypt:  Egypt has no transplantation legal guidelines or prison reputation of mind death even 
though it consents to the want for each to regularize donations, the WHO says. High costs of liver 
ailment have boosted the call for liver transplants in addition to kidneys. Egypt's business-dwelling 
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kidney donors are usually male (ninety-five percentage), with a mean age of 33. Some seventy-
eight percentage pronounced deterioration in fitness after promoting their kidneys, eighty-one 
percentage spent the cash earned inside 5 months, and ninety-four percentage stated they regretted 
donating, the WHO pronounced [21]. 

 

Hepatitis E vaccine trial in Nepal 
In around 1998, GSK and the Walter institute performed clinical studies for the American army, 
commenced cooperating to increase a Hep E vaccine. Preparations for section II trials have been 
made in February 2000. GSK and Walter Reed went beforehand with section II trials and desired 
to check the candidate vaccine on 8,000 Nepalese volunteers in Lalitpur, without a plan to 

similarly increase the vaccine and make it to be had to the neighborhood populace if the rigors 
have been successful. The Nepalese NGO Lumanti and municipal officials protested towards the 
exams in Lalitpur due to the fact the bulk of its populace is illiterate and quite vulnerable. Walter 
Reed then determined to check the vaccine on 2,000 squaddies supplied through the Royal 
Nepalese Army as volunteers. However, the squaddies have been additionally taken into 
consideration as an endangered organization as they're negative and doubtlessly concerned to 
constraint through their superiors [16]. 

 

Nevirapine PMTCT trials in Uganda 
In the HIVNET 012 trial, the inquirer didn't get sufferers’ consent approximately modifies the test 
and administered incorrect doses. There have been extreme issues in file maintaining and delays 
and underreporting of deadly and life-threatening issues. Fourteen deaths have been now no longer 
reported. Researchers deal with hundreds of facet results and surrounded by reactions that have 
been now no longer disclosed. Serious Adverse Events (SAEs) for strategies have been now no 

longer followed. Boehringer Ingelheim, the business enterprise that markets the drug and audited 
the trial, requested the United States National Institutes of Health (NIH) to knock down an early 
reproduction of the studies file in case the observation might be audited through the United States 
Food and Drug Authority (FDA). Problems have been found out in early 2002 and Boehringer 
Ingelheim withdrew its FDA advertising application. In 2004, the FDA encouraged the NIH to 
prevent the usage of the drug with sure sufferers in Africa and issued warnings approximately facet 

results [16]. 

 

Conclusions 
However, India has produced many relatively professional docs who've labored to offer 
appropriate first-class care to sufferers each within the bounds of the country, and in different 
international locations just like the US and UK. Yet to apprehend the destiny of docs in India these 
days and examine it with different international locations, we want to have a look at 3 key factors 

which are mixed in a great doctor. The first is practical, hands-on scientific skills; the second one 
is the medical medicinal drug primarily based on totally rational practice; and the third is scientific 
ethics and sensitivity to sufferers. Even these days there are many ‘appropriate doctors’ in India 
who integrate all 3 of their patients. But because of the gross commercialization of scientific 
education, in addition to the fitness care gadget, all 3 are below huge assault now.   
The scientific career in India desires to extricate itself from the clutches of the mentioned ‘unholy 

alliances’ and should get concerned with inside the challenge of reforming the fitness care gadget, 
pulling its chariot out of the mud. It continues to be now no longer too past due for Indian 
physicians to guide the manner in the restoration of the fitness care gadget withinside the country. 
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