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Abstract

Following the remarkable normative development of nursing research ethics in the United States, as
per the 1978 Belmont Report, the International Council of Nurses (ICN) undertook a major international
initiative in the 1990s to address ethical issues in nursing research. This spurred an international effort to
establish ethical guidelines for nursing research in many countries. Thus, the 1996 ICN Ethical Guidelines
for Nursing Research adopted much of the Belmont Report’s normative framework, introducing ethical
principles beyond those considered in the Belmont Report, such as egalitarian rather than distributive
justice.

Thus, the ICN guidelines contributed professionally to the independence of nursing research from
biomedical research. However, it also failed to consider certain exploitation issues that the Belmont Report
had carefully attempted to resolve by adopting distributive justice. Based on the ICN ethical research
guidelines, the Japanese Nursing Association (JNA) implemented its own, domestically influential,
guidelines in 2004. However, due to some misguided understanding of the Belmont’s principles in the
process of importing ideas, and an incautious attempt to introduce ethical principles developed solely for
clinical practice, the current widely-shared ethical framework of nursing research in Japan admits several,
critical ethical problems that should be addressed.
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Table 1 Comparison of the ethical principles for nursing research
between the JNA’s and the ICN’s guidelines
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