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Economic Reforms and Political Crisis in the “Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe”
German Political Diplomacy and the “Prague Spring” in the 1960s

Soh SHIMIZU*!

Abstract

This paper analyzes the causes of the political crisis in Czechoslovakia in 1968 with focusing on economic
reforms in the “Soviet Union and Eastern Europe” and German political diplomacy in the 1960s.

The political crisis that occurred in 1968 was the result of long-term economic reforms in the “Soviet Union
and Eastern Europe” that lasted for about 10 years. Economic reforms were faced with persistent oppositions
and had led to unstable development. The controversial disputes with national interests were heated in the case
of the structural reforms of the Council of Mutual Economic Assistance (COMECON), and oppositions led by
conservatives were repeated during domestic economic reforms in the “Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.”

As a result, the momentum for the political reform aroused in Czechoslovakia which led to the “Prague
Spring.” However, West German diplomacy that attempted to approach Czechoslovakia influenced for the
“Prague Spring,” and democratic movement in Czechoslovakia was radicalized. East German political leader,
Walter Ulbricht, sympathized about the economic reform in Czechoslovakia at first. However, he worried
gradually about the scenario that Czechoslovakia and West Germany approached each other. After that, he
decided to support military intervention. The military intervention by the Warsaw Pact Forces ended the
“Prague Spring.” With the end of the “Prague Spring,” the system based on “control” was strengthened in the
“Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.” Military intervention against the “Prague Spring” became one of the
turning points in the history of the Cold War.

................................................... KeY WOKdS ......ooviiiiiice e
West German diplomacy, East German diplomacy, Soviet diplomacy, COMECON, the “Prague
Spring”
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