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Make your life in Japan easier ! 1)
Let's obtain Individual Number Card U=}

O A+ I\—h—k&lE What is an Individual Number Card?
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Foreign nationals who will stay in Japan for longer than three months
can apply and obtain an Individual Number Card, so-called “My Number {8 ==
Card” in Japanese. (Foreign nationals with the status of residence of
“Temporary Visitor”, “Diplomat” and “Official” are exempted.) R
The Individual Number Card is a plastic card with IC chip embedded,

and the holder’'s name, address, date of birth, sex, and the Individual

Number printed on the face of the card.

OEALBEIZESDHM When and how to use the card?
-ERRIZII&ELT(2021.3~) - As a health insurance card (starting from March 2021)
AVEZTOREREZENDELDEE - To obtain a copy of your resident certificate at convenience stores
"R HROATAoBE - Online application for income tax

OH®EEF#H Application Procedure:
DBEEZRAE (#t4.5cm x #3.5em) LET,
Prepare an ID photo (4.5 cm high x 3.5 cm wide)
X Bi6r AUAICERZZ Lz, Em@. #iF. 852010
X A portrait photo should be taken within the last six months, with front view
of the face, without a hat, and with plain background.
QHEAMIZEEALET . Fill in the application form
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Please download the application form from the link below |
https://www.kojinbango—card.go.jp/hpsv/wpmng/documents/tegaki—kofu—shinseisho—en.pdf
QBAR~DAEFICHEBEEEHSLTZEL,
Please bring your application form when you enter Japan.
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Once you settle in Japan, please apply for your Individual Number Card at the

city or ward office where you reside.
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It will take approximately one month for issuance of the card.
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For further details regarding the Individual Number Card,
access the following website: https://www.kojinbango-card.go.jp/en/



https://www.kojinbango-card.go.jp/hpsv/wpmng/documents/tegaki-kofu-shinseisho-en.pdf
https://www.kojinbango-card.go.jp/en/

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1:What is an Individual Number?

A. The “Individual Number” system assigns each individual who resides in Japan a number. It is a system that
enables your information which is held by several administrative offices to be confirmed and measures for
social security, tax, and disaster prevention purposes to be conducted promptly and precisely. The Individual
Number System contributes to the more effective procedures by administrative offices, improvement of
convenience of residents, and accomplishment of fair and impartial society.

Q2:Do I have to apply for Individual Number Card?

A: Applying for an Individual Number Card is not a legal obligation. Yet, it is used to verify individuals in the
course of various administrative procedures. Starting from March 2021, it is planned to be used as a health
insurance card since it has a digital certificate functionality. It will improve the level of convenience for living in
Japan, and we highly recommend it to as many people as possible to apply for the card.

Q3:Can children apply for Individual Number Card?

A: Yes. Children under the age of 15 and adult ward shall have legal representatives to apply for the card on
their behalf.

Q4:Is it required to attach a portrait photograph on the Individual Number Card application
form?

A: Yes, a photograph needs to be put on the application form. Please put your photo with your name and the
date of birth on the back of it within the space provided on the form.

Note, that the photograph is required to be taken within the last 6-months prior to the application date, facing
forward, without a hat, and with plain background.

Q5: Is there a fee to apply for Individual Number Card?

A: Currently, there is no fee for the service. However, it will cost to reissue a replacement card due to loss or
other reasons.

Q6:Are there any other methods to apply for the Individual Number Card beside the methods
described on the front side?

A: After making a certificate of residence, your residency will be registered. Subsequently, an Individual Number
Card application form will be sent to your address. You can apply by any of the following methods:

@ Apply via smartphone

Take your photo with a smartphone and apply using the QR code to access the website.
@ Apply via computer

Take your photo with a digital camera and go to the URL link below.

https://www.kojinbango-card.go.jp/en-kofushinse-pc/

® Apply via postal mail

Put the photo on the application form. Put the application form in an envelope and drop it into the postbox.
@ Apply via photo ID booths in some cities.

Take an instant photo ID at a booth that has a screen to apply for an Individual Number Card.
® Apply at a local municipal office where you live. (Excluding some municipal offices)

XIf you apply at the counter of your local municipal office, the card will be sent to you via postal
mail.
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