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Why Does Godzilla Destroy Cities?

Masahide TABATA

A lot of monster films have been produced in Japan, with “Godzilla”’(1954)
the first to be released. The destruction of cities in modern Japan has been
shown in most of these films. The scenes of destroyed cities are closely
connected with the memories of air raids and nuclear bombings during the last
war. But this also reflects ambivalent attitudes of the Japanese towards
Western civilization: despite their dependence on Western civilization, they are
dissatisfied with modern Western civilization which they have seen introduced
since the late 19th century. The monsters in Japanese films are based on
dinosaurs in prehistoric times. The image of a great past which was lost has
been superposed over old Japanese tradition, which was also lost. As the
memories of the last war die out and the fear of a nuclear war abates, the
destruction of cities by monsters came to assume the function of giving a simple
catharsis to audiences. Monsters like Ghidrah, invading from outer space,
play the role of invaders to Japan: Western civilization. And its archenemy
Godzilla came to play a major role in guarding traditional culture. These two
monsters have been doing their share, which shows the continuation of the
simple characterization of their roles. The history of monster films, which is
over a half-century, reflects changes of the modes of Japanese culture.

Keywords : Godzilla, monster films, destruction of cities, modern civilization,

traditional culture
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