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In the early morning of Dec. 31, 1703 (Genroku 16), an enormous earthquake with ma-
gnitude of 8.2 occurred in the south sea region of the Kanto District. It is well known
that after the occurrence of the earthquake a huge tsunmi was generated, and that the
coasts of the Boso Peninsula, the north coasts of Sagami Bay, and the east coasts of the
Izu Peninsula were seriously damaged.

Recently several old documents of the Genroku tsunami were also discovered on the
coasts of the Tokai district, the Kii peninsula, and the Shikoku Island. In two towns,
Nishina and Toi, on the west coast of the Izu Peninsula, inundation height was estimated 3
meters, and the residential areas of these towns were slightly submerged. At Miho village
in Shimizu city on the west coast of Suruga Bay, residential areas were intermittently
submerged for more than ten days, and the people took refuge in higher places. On the
mouth district of the Lake Hamana, seaside banks were eroded, and the mouth of the lake
became broader. Thirty-three large junks out of 36 anchored at the open sea of Arai town
near the lake, were wrecked. In Ono town on the Chita Peninsula inside the Bay of Ise, a
garden of Naiku shrine was washed and eroded, where inundation height was about 2 meters.
Tsunami was also noticed at the port of Nagoya. Miwasaki and Taiji towns and Haida
village on the south east coast of the Kii peninsula were seriously damaged in spite of the
long distance from the tsunami origin. In these places 46 houses were washed away in
total and the observed tsunami climbed up to 8 or 5 meters. Tidal irregulaity was also
noticed in several ports of Kochi Prefecture on the Shikoku Island.

$1. [Z Lo

Sk A == BB, (1708 4 12 A 8L H PRI 2055 5), BT R R A
L UTHER [THOE] (M=8.2) 1off> M, FRLEREL, SAME, »X0fT
EEFR, THI CTORBLFHMIC A AHEELYH LLZ 21X, L<AabhTws. R (1941)

FRFD 55 4E 10 A 14 BRE



402 w o\ % B

Oiffi Lic THEET « RAARMERHR, H & CUF, M E8BL) i, 4 <—siibi
DT, TOWME - BT A TMBEOTWBH, HEI LIPS - fit, (1973), JA& (1975)
a, b, ¢, 1976, 1979) 7 & X b, BRLFEFRBEOZMTREORTEN L IR TER. £D
ERAUT N EBERT 5~6m, FRFEDOLEMMET 8~10m, L/ &T 8m, FEFHEMII
T 8~10m, THT 3m &\ 5, HEAMOZHEIHMLNE X 52k, ZhiexLT,
THHECOWTIE, ZhETEEALREELENDDR Tt [HEE] wd FTH-
LRV TWRVWEREOZo0kk L, NEXEME] ok, »IOREHRBCET
5 [HIEREROE] ©, AtHTEEoXEBELLrKO>TV RV, ZhETORHETELZDOHT
DISERERERIND D, BERECSHAOIDZICT E ok, [BERE] XAECKRD
THLBOL LR TH V), ALY EEROBHDORIL L DX T\ 008 bN D TH A .
FARBOERNL, ZORLDFEYF [BREROH] 75 A\, TkEEISETHL
150 £5 8 (FAREEER), KETSEFB LI EXEE LWL 0T, 2REHEKER
RiFHEEZDLND. O LLREROMUERCIEXRENC O ERZ2TEY, Th
EDRFADFECHEVEEZONTIREDRNZ L THO. £LThic LY, WRERD
NOH OB E IR RADEEE, ZOT o Th b EEIIRC, LS 5 ok
D, ML LICERITHOLnbTHAHS.

Chien LGEEES L, FEEROLE, BHAH=K, BEWMpl, meis, 4HE
g, YilEy, BEW, HEW, KMEr, T LU Ts»lE % T, TREENARA TW
T ERIRTV L ODER R L.
ThieXoT, TiktE, RPEs
THH L LB AFORNNMET S
BELXHL, WETA*DEEXF]L

100

S50

-50

-100

Nagoya
- /‘
4 \
/ \
\ %/.~\\
0 \

(] 7,
[N, shimizu// \\ /57
Owase/// \‘\{///
I N\, //
— \__// Kochi
L T Nl
PR P B [P B 1 1
0 3 6 9 12 15 18 2 0
DEC.- 31, 1703

Fig. 1. Calculated astronomical tide component (cm)

on Dec. 31th, 1703 for Shimizu, Nagoya, Owase,
and Kochi. An arrow shows the estimated
occurrence time of the Genroku earthquake.
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Fig. 2. Places where the Genroku tsunami is recorded in old documents.
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Fig. 3. Distribution of inundation height (m) of the Genroku tsunami estimated on
the basis of old documents.
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