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SUPER 8
ON FOR
2013

Koroibete 
gets nod

The 2013 Vodafone Cup 
competition gets underway 
next week. This year’s for-
mat will see the introduction 
of the Super 8 competition. 
Story on page 2.

Crushers 
to pay first 
grade 
players
- Page 3

Vodafone 
Trophy  
finalists in 
colour
- Page 4 and  5

Marika Koroibete reading the Fiji 
Sun during the Fiji Secondary 
Schools Rugby League Vodafone 
Trophy finals at Churchill Park, 
Lautoka last Saturday. This week 
Koroibete reclaimed his winger’s 
berth as Wests Tigers take on 
Canterbury Bulldogs in tonight’s 
NRL competition. 
Story on pages 6 and 7. 
Photo: WAISEA NASOKIA
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The Islands Electric Lautoka Crushers.

Vodafone Fiji Residents elite 
squad prop, Semi Cakau, 
training at Albert Park, Suva. 
Photo: RAMA

Source: RUGBY LEAGUE NEWS

Players playing for the Islands Electric 
Lautoka Crushers in the first grade compe-
tition are going to be paid, says manager 
Mesake Navugona.

He said yesterday they were grateful to 
Islands Electric for the $5000 sponsorship.

“We are grateful to Raymond Singh for 
making it possible for us,” Navugona said.

“We will start off with our first grade 
players. They will be paid $20 for a win, $10 
a draw and $5 if we lose. It may look small 

but for our players it is big money and we do 
really appreciate it.”

Navugona said senior players like Tikiko 
Noke, Simeli Ravula, Kitione Ligavatu and 
Tom Hini have remained with them.

“Some players have left and we wish them 
well in their new clubs but for Crushers we 
will be fielding five teams in the 2013 Voda-
fone Cup competition.”

The former double international said they 
would continue on what they had been doing 
last year and that is to promote Lautoka-made 
products.

Source: RUGBY LEAGUE NEWS

The Vodafone Fiji Residents elite squad were back training 
in Suva with Fiji Bati assistant coach Joe Rabele yesterday.

He said the local-based players have been briefed on their 
upcoming matches against Tonga and Papua New Guinea.

 “The players know what is ahead of them and these 
matches are going to help us determine the final 20 players for 
the Battle of the Bati,” he said.

Police Sharks battle
The Vodafone Fiji Residents elite squad will take on Police 

Sharks at the Nasova ground in Suva tomorrow.
Rabele said this is to help the Sharks who are preparing for 

the Police Rugby League World Cup to be held in England 
next month.

“Fiji Police are the defending world champions and we are 
here to help prepare them for the battle ahead,” he said.

Sharks have been training for the past months under the 
watchful eyes of coach Sale Tubuna and are managed by 
Inspector Aminisitai Seru. Kick-off time at 3pm

Source: RUGBY LEAGUE NEWS 

Official partner, Asco Motors and the Fiji 
National Rugby League development officers 
will be conducting an outreach programme in 
Nabouwalu, Bua.

FNRL development manager, Joe Rabele 
said they will be in Nabouwalu on August 26.

“We will be working together with Asco 
Motors as we organise coaching clinics in 
villages and schools,” the Vodafone Fiji Bati 
assistant coach said.

Rabele said this was their first promotional 

tour to Vanua Levu and they were looking 
forward to meet the people there.

“There is an abundance of raw talents 
in Vanua Levu that need to be nurtured and 
developed.”

He said the tour was going to help them as 
FNRL plans to include Vanua Levu schools in 
next year’s Vodafone Trophy competition.

“With the completion of the Dreketi-Na-
bouwalu road works it is going to help a lot in 
our development plans as today rugby league 
is seen as a career opportunity for our young 
people.”   

Crushers to pay first grade players

Asco, FNRL head North

Residents continue with preparation 

Sabeto Roosters
Those players wanting to play 

rugby league for Sabeto Roost-
ers can join the team for training 
every afternoon at Sabeto District 
School at 5pm. Please contact 
coach Vela Tawake on 7136254 
for more information.

Nakasi Cowboys
All local players wishing to join 

Nakasi Cowboys are most welcomed and can contact Vuli on 
9216236 Saimone on 8304076.  Training starts at the Qeleda-
mu opposite Nakasi Health Centre from 4pm to 6pm.

Source: RUGBY LEAGUE 
             NEWS

The 2013 Vodafone Cup 
competition is starting next 
week.

This was confirmed yester-
day by the Fiji National Rugby 
League general manager Tomi 
Finau, who indicated that the 
proposed Super 8 competition 
was going ahead.

“We’ve approached all the 
clubs to explain the new format 
and they welcome the Super 8 
competition,” he said.

FNRL development manag-
er, Joe Rabele, said the Super 8 
is going to lift the level of com-
petition.

“The Super 8 is where top 
teams are going to battle it out. 

Gone are the days where we see 
stronger teams thrashing the 
weaker ones. The intensity of 
the competition is going to be 
exciting and is surely going to 
attract a lot attention.”

Rabele said five new clubs 
have confirmed their participa-
tion in the 2013 Vodafone Cup 
competition.

They are Lomainasau Saints 
from Tokatoka, Tailevu, Nau-
sori Cowboys, Wellness Kings 
from Cunningham, Wailada 
and Baravi in Nadroga.

“Also we have received in-
terests from schools in Nadroga 
wanting to be part of next year’s 
Vodafone Trophy competition. 
We will be working on the lo-
gistics of having a Nadroga/ 
Navosa zone next year.”
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Sakiusa Lutumailagi of Dee Cees Nadera Panthers stops a Namatakula player during the 2012 Vodafone Cup elimination finals 
at Buckhurst Park, Suva. Photo: RAMA

Super 8 for 2013 Vodafone Cup competition
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Saluting our future stars
The 2013 Fiji Second-

ary School Rugby League’s 
Vodafone Trophy competi-
tion ended on a high note at 
Churchill Park in Lautoka last 
Saturday. Our photojournalist 
WAISEA NASOKIA was there 
for the occasion. He took pic-

tures of the teams that played 
in the finals from the Under-15 
right up to the U18 grade.

FINAl RESUlTS:
Under-15: Suva Grammar 
Titans- 10 Lelean Bulldogs-10 
Under-16: Lelean Bulldogs-8  

Wesley Tigers- 4
Under-17: Suva Grammar Ti-
tans- 18 Nasinu Panthers- 16
Under-18: Ratu Navula- 14 
Ba Provincial Tigers- 12 
Under-19: Tau Sports Nasinu 
Panthers-14 Marist Storm-6

Grammar Titans Under-15.

Lelean Bulldogs Under-15.

Wesley Tigers Under-16 Lelean Bulldogs Under-16.

Nasinu Panthers Under-17. Ratu Navula Under-18.

Grammar Titans Under-17.

Ba Provincial tigers Under-18.
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Korbin Sims to play for Knights.

Jarryd Hayne to captain Eels.

Sisa Waqa for Melbourne Storm.
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Source: AAP and RUGBY 
             LEAGUE NEWS

Flying Fijian winger Marika Koroi-
bete takes the field for Wests Tigers in 
this weekend’s NRL clash. Koroibete 
who had injured his leg in the round 
6 has bounced back to claim his spot 
as they face Canterbury Bankstown 
Bulldogs.

Also former Warriors junior Mark 
Ioane will make his NRL debut for 
Gold Coast this weekend against 
his old club. Ioane has been drafted 
into the injury-hit Titans’ line-up for 
Sunday’s match at Mt Smart Stadium 
with Ashley Harrison (ankle), Luke 
O’Dwyer (broken jaw) and Matt Srama 
(fractured hand) all ruled out. Joining 
the 22-year-old in the Titans’ line-up 
will be outside backs Kevin Gordon 
and Brad Takairangi while 21-year-old 
Sam Irwin returns to first grade after 
his impressive debut against Parramatta 
three weeks ago. 

Ioane’s selection has forced coach 
Cartwright to shuffle his forward pack 
with Luke Bailey reclaiming a starting 
spot and co-captain Nate Myles moving 
back to lock to fill in for Harrison.

TONIGHT
BRISBANE BRONCOS v SOUTH 

SYDNEY RABBITOHS 
8:35pm, Suncorp Stadium
Broncos: Corey Norman, Josh 

Hoffman, Jack Reed, Justin Hodges, 
Lachlan Maranta, Scott Prince, Peter 
Wallace, Ben Hannant, Andrew Mc-
Cullough, Sam Thaiday (c), Alex 
Glenn, Matt Gillett, Corey Parker. 
Interchange: Ben Hunt, Scott Anderson, 
David Hala, Josh McGuire

Rabbitohs: Greg Inglis, Nathan 
Merritt, Beau Champion, Bryson Good-
win, Andrew Everingham, John Sutton, 
Adam Reynolds, David Tyrrell, Issac 
Luke, Roy Asotasi, Chris McQueen, 
Ben Te’o, Sam Burgess. Interchange: 
Nathan Peats, Jason Clark, Ben Lowe, 
George Burgess, Jeff Lima, Justin Hunt

CANTERBURY BANKSTOWN 
BULLDOGS v WESTS TIGERS 

8.35pm, ANZ Stadium
Bulldogs: Ben Barba, Mitch Brown, 

Josh Morris, Tim Lafai, Sam Perrett, 
Josh Reynolds, Trent Hodkinson, Aiden 
Tolman, Michael Ennis (c), Martin Tau-
pau, Tony Williams, Frank Pritchard, 
Greg Eastwood. Interchange: Dene 
Halatau, Josh Jackson, James Graham, 
Dale Finucane, Tim Browne

Wests Tigers: James Tedesco, 
Marika Koroibete, Joel Reddy, Bodene 
Thompson, Matt Utai, Curtis Sironen, 
Jacob Miller, Aaron Woods, Robbie 
Farah (c), Jack Buchanan, Liam Fulton, 
Adam Blair, Shaun Spence. Inter-

change: Ben Murdoch-Masila, Eddy 
Pettybourne, Suaso Sue, Tim Simona, 
Ava Seumanufagai

SATURDAY
MELBOURNE STORM v CAN-

BERRA RAIDERS 
6:30pm, AAMI Park
Storm: Billy Slater, Sisa Waqa, Will 

Chambers, Justin O’Neill, Mahe Fonua, 
Gareth Widdop, Cooper Cronk, Jesse 
Bromwich, Cameron Smith (c), Bryan 
Norrie, Kevin Proctor, Ryan Hoffman, 
Tohu Harris. Interchange: Jason Ryles, 
Junior Moors, Slade Griffin, Lagi Setu, 
Kenneath Bromwich

Raiders: Reece Robinson, Sandor 
Earl, Jack Wighton, Blake Ferguson, 
Edrick Lee, Terry Campese (c), Josh 
McCrone, Tom Learoyd-Lahrs, Matt 
McIlwrick, Brett White, Joel Edwards, 
Jake Foster, Shaun Fensom. Inter-
change: Anthony Milford, Joe Picker, 
Dane Tilse, Paul Vaughan, Jarrad Ken-
nedy, Shaun Berrigan

PARRAMATTA EELS v NORTH 
MELBOURNE COWBOYS 

8:30pm, Parramatta Stadium
Eels: Jarryd Hayne (c), Ken Sio, 

Ryan Morgan, Api Pewhairangi, Vai 
Toutai, Luke Kelly, Chris Sandow, 
Mitch Allgood, Matt Keating, Fuifui 
Moimoi Reni Maitua (c), Kelepi Tangi-
noa, Joseph Paulo. Interchange: Kaysa 
Pritchard, Darcy Lussick, Peni Terepo, 
Matthew Ryan

Cowboys: Matthew Bowen, Ashley 
Graham, Brent Tate, Kane Linnett, Ka-
lifa Faifai Loa, Johnathan Thurston (c), 
Michael Morgan, Matthew Scott (c), 
Rory Kostjasyn, James Tamou, Tariq 
Sims, Glenn Hall, Dallas Johnson. 
Interchange: Ray Thompson, Gavin 
Cooper, Scott Bolton, Joel Riethmuller, 
Ashton Sims, Jason Taumalolo

NEW ZEALAND WARRIORS v 
GOLD COAST TITANS 

3:00pm, Mt Smart Stadium
Warriors: Kevin Locke, Bill Tupou, 

Jerome Ropati, Ben Henry, Manu Vatu-
vei, Thomas Leuluai, Shaun Johnson, 
Sam Rapira, Nathan Friend, Russell 
Packer, Feleti Mateo, Simon Man-
nering (c), Todd Lowrie. Interchange: 
Ben Matulino, Jacob Lillyman, Elijah 
Taylor, Pita Godinet, Ngani Laumape

Titans: William Zillman, Kevin 
Gordon, Brad Takairangi, Jamal Idris, 
Anthony Don, Aidan Sezer, Albert Kel-
ly, Luke Douglas, Beau Falloon, Luke 
Bailey, Greg Bird, Mark Minichiello, 
Nate Myles. Interchange: David Taylor, 
Mark Ioane, Ryan James, Sam Irwin, 
Steve Michaels

NEWCASTLE KNIGHTS v 
CRONULLA SUTHERLAND 
SHARKS 

Koroibete recovers



Akuila Uate. Marika Koroibete (middle)
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to meet Bulldogs
3:00pm, Hunter Stadium

Knights: Darius Boyd, James McManus, 
Dane Gagai, Timana Tahu, Akuila Uate, Jar-
rod Mullen, Tyrone Roberts, Kade Snowden, 
Kurt Gidley (c), Willie Mason, Robbie 
Rochow, Alex McKinnon, Chris Houston. In-
terchange: Travis Waddell, Neville Costigan, 
Adam Cuthbertson, David Fa’alogo, Korbin 
Sims

Sharks: Michael Gordon, Nathan Staple-
ton, Ben Pomeroy, Jonathan Wright, Beau 
Ryan, Todd Carney, Jeff Robson, Andrew 

Fifita, John Morris, Ben Ross, Luke Lewis, 
Wade Graham, Paul Gallen (c). Interchange: 
Chris Heighington, Jayson Bukuya, Isaac De 
Gois, Anthony Tupou, Sam Tagataese

SYDNEY ROOSTERS v PENRITH 
PANTHERS 

4:00pm, Allianz Stadium
Roosters: coming soon
Panthers: Matt Moylan, Travis Robinson, 

Lewis Brown, Dean Whare, David Simmons, 
Tom Humble, Luke Walsh, Sam McKendry, 
Kevin Kingston (c), Tim Grant, Sika Manu, 

Matthew Robinson, Nigel Plum. Interchange: 
Adam Docker, Mose Masoe, James Segeyaro, 
Clint Newton, Nathan Smith

MONDAY
ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA DRAG-

ONS v MANLY SEA EAGLES
8:00pm, WIN Jubilee Oval
Dragons: Jason Nightingale, Brett Morris, 

Chase Stanley, Matt Cooper, Daniel Vidot, 
Jamie Soward, Nathan Fien, Dan Hunt, Mitch 
Rein, Jack Stockwell, Tyson Frizell, Ben Cre-

agh (c), Trent Merrin. Interchange: Bronson 
Harrison, Matt Prior, Jack de Belin, Damien 
Cook, Michael Weyman, Will Matthews

Sea Eagles: Brett Stewart, Jorge Taufua, 
Jamie Lyon (c), Tom Symonds, David Wil-
liams, Kieran Foran, Daly Cherry-Evans, 
Brenton Lawrence, Matt Ballin, Brent Kite, 
Anthony Watmough, Justin Horo, Glenn 
Stewart. Interchange: Peta Hiku, David 
Gower, Jamie Buhrer, Jesse Sene-Lefao, Esi 
Tonga, George Rose



8

FANS OF THE WEEK
With the Fiji Sun and the Fiji National Rugby League
Edition 62                                           MAY 3 -9, 2013

LeLeAN
 

B
u

LLd
o

g
S! 

This group of Lelean M
em

orial 
S

chool students w
ith their ‘TR

Y
’ 

placards during the Fiji S
econd-

ary S
chools R

ugby League 
Vodafone Trophy grand finals 
at C

hurchill P
ark in Lautoka last 

S
aturday. The ‘TR

Y
’ placards 

w
ere distributed by A

sco M
otors, 

is one of the official partners of 
the Fiji N

ational R
ugby League. 

P
hoto: W

A
IS

E
A N

A
S

O
K

IA    


