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Transference of Sapporo Agricultural School to Ministry of Education
And Maintenance Fund to Support the College
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3 Institude of Forestry Economics, Tokyo 114-0014

Abstract—The Hokkaido University Experimental Forests covers approximately sixty-five thousand
hectares (ha). As experimental forests that belong to single university, it may be the largest in the
world. Before the World War 11 in Japan, some important national universities, formerly called the
Imperial Universities, held large tracts of experimental forests: 240,000 ha of Tokyo University, 110,000
ha of Hokkaido University, 100,000 ha of Kyoto University, 60,000 ha of Kyushu University, etc.
However, being an Imperial University was not a reason of holding large tracts of forests because
Hokkaido University was set up not as an Imperia University during its founding period but as Sap-
poro Agriculture College which did acquire large tracts of experimental forests.

This study clarifies the purpose of the Imperial Universitiesin holding large tracts of experimental
forests by way of analyzing the way in which Sapporo Agriculture College acquired large tracts of
experimental forests and farms. Hokkaido University (or Sapporo Agriculture College) is one of the
oldest ingtitutions in Japan that had an education program for a high-level professiona occupation. It
is known that Sapporo Agriculture College was established by the Hokkaido Development Agency
and was modeled on Massachusetts I nstitute of Agriculture.

However, it is not widely known that Sapporo Agriculture College had overcome its management
crises until it transformed into Hokkaido University. Although there are some historical studies onits
experimental forests and farms, there are few studies focusing on the relationship between the estab-
lishment of experimental forests and farms and the management crises that attacked Sapporo Agricul-
ture College. Also, few studies explain the reason why the Hokkaido University has continued to hold
large tracts of experimental forests after World War 11; especially, no study clarifies the relationship
among experimental forests, the system of university finance and the Fundamental Property.

This study deals with the management crises of Sapporo Agriculture College during the period
when the governing body of the College was changing from the Hokkaido Development Agency to the
Ministry of Education. The focusis on the establishment of experimental forests and farms, and on the
way in which they sustained the finance of Sapporo Agriculture College. The main reason why the
Imperial Universities including Hokkaido University held large tracts of experimental forests was not
to promote academic researches, but to support university management as those forests were a part of
the Fundamental Property of the University Maintenance Fund set in the Independent Account System
of each Imperial University.

(Received on October 14, 1998)
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