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( “Paradiso” XXXIII 7-8 )

48) [ =Bl X OEINERR ] B4, P453

49) [#IHE] #rikaz, P58l

50) [+ ZfifEoME] 12, ROXHZh 5,

[P - BERAERE T, BA - BEAZGTIT 20T, LEIOTHGRRBILEZECET L, £

TERVWEWV) LI HRVDTT, ]

(T Bk, P6T3)

51) SNy - KAV UHE, WER [Hitofk]
WY Ty vy 2 AL 20014E. B,

47



[FMEEIHEDERTH ST, FLRARDODORIETT, TAPEUWORETHL LEbNFE

9o (TKE] 24%  64-66 )
« fede € sustanza di cose sperate e argomento de le non parventi; e questa pare a me sua
quiditate. » ( “Paradiso” XXIV 64-66 )

[MHRFREDOHNZFEDTHFOI LT, TRIIHOREE, ThE TOYMEIEANTOT
Fol (TKElJ 25% 6769 )
« € uno attender certo de la gloria futura, il qual produce grazia divina e precedente merto. »
( “Paradiso” XXV 67-69 )

41) ) Y ROAN LMo B2 b v, ) Y RICEAEN R, Ko T U Y RoBHEiE TR
] NEELB\RICBNT, BRI INLEDTH D,

42) MEDW S DVITIER L7 BB 2 ZESRF O % BUED 5BV RO R LB~ O HE,

[FEV o SVOHERDRMITEDI N TV, T2 EBROT EEHN, FNTRILEADWL S
WAIETE) E LTz,
(I R 338 4648 )
« E io ch'al fine di tutt'i disii appropinquava, si com’io dovea, I'ardor del desiderio in me finii.
» ( “Paradiso” XXXIII 46-48 )

HZBITF 2 —YWOLAIHER T D BHMAOFE, BMEITEHOEETH L, LTI
BEEN, WHOREOT LI —, BN LZBENORENLM T, ¥V T OEGREOHRIL.
R BET 5o ARG A Gy ORI

43) BE S L MFEO " OOWI AR RO S [ZHEMB X, 77 THEFMmE T 5. FZ. 7Y =
T A ( Averroes, Ibn Rushd 1126-1198 ) &, ZD#HD M~ AfMEERIGD LT 5 AT %
o E b2 12,

44) T REJ 18 1 28

« La gloria di colui che tutto move » ( “Paradiso” I11)

45) BIT, FHEUWIS L o> THIES N BBEHER, MY LoRO»OmFEEERI L, —KER
ROFH L2 5 ML 2T, BEROMBELENLOXKRTHLEER LI b

46) [ KE | 338 14 =,
« Vergine Madre, figlia del tuo figlio, umile e alta pit che creatura, termine fisso detterno

consiglio, tu se’ colei che 'umana natura nobilitasti si, » ( “Paradiso” XXXIII 1-5 )

47) [ RE ] 338 78 ZH,

« Nel ventre tuo si raccese I'amore, per lo cui caldo ne l'etterna pace »
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smarrita. » ( “Inferno” I11-3)

37) [H%) 435 24,12 =,

« la selva erronea di questa vita, » ( “Convivio " IV XXIV 12)

38) WLDLHROMEE D o MEIC X ZWRLEMOLRE, R FHM N —E=— 12T T H
5, BEOHTIIHUEMICKIE SN S, BOWRLEILO T O AITBIT L EWEREICT S
0o

[T L. NABFEETHLPIIRANEY 725 o
(Tlighl 218 72)

« a quel Segnor, che tosto st li nvii. » ( “Purgatorio” XXI 72 )
HAAT —F 47 AL BBOEAL~DH Y 6

["=UT7 & DRSO 72E 2 LW, £/, "Ik, Ex ok, RN
& MR DOHRE I 272, ] (Tekigk] 138 5051 )

« udia gridar : ‘Maria, ora per noi' : gridar ‘Michele’ e ‘Pietro’ e ‘Tutti santi'. »

( “Purgatorio” XIII 50-51 )

FOWALIZIZ, B MADEYERD D720 OBLLA ) PLERTRE R b, ¥V T,
V=7 DOREHEIET, §XRTOMEZEVIRT. EOEH, 2L T, 27/ 1oiilex
FTEDTERAN LMD o RLEDDOHL L HTOMEEIZ X 2 PEES. B L wEmoFER.

[ELBNEOMP LR TERT, BA4Z2SLTHSLI L LTV

(Tt 33%  144-145 )
« rinovellate di novella fronda, puro e disposto a salire a le stelle. »

( “Purgatorio” XXXIII 144-145 )

HEOBELDO 720 D0%E 2O 720 ) o MR LMESETFIL. B2 BRSO T LT —~
EBLTHEDTH B,

39) [ATVENIL 1T (YT =FH) IKIZKRDEHIH D,
« est autem fides sperandorum substantia rerum argumentum non parentum »

( “Ad Hebraeos” 11,1 )
Biblia Sacra Vulgata, Editio quinta, Weber-Gryson, 2007

40) ZHIZiE, HEONTEAEET, MoOBEIZL o THRIZD 725 SNb HFI M, [HhEr ]
BRETH D, s D), (5] - T2 - [E] 13 AMORHHDLBNETH 5,
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« Tanta riconoscenza il cor mi morse, ch'io caddi vinto; e quale allora femmi, salsi colei che la

cagion mi porse. » ( “Purgatorio” XXXI 8890 )

HEOMR. BEOH COREDOMII, SZEiE2 RO 51213, HEORI 2 &R %
FHE% 5%\ HOANMOLEORR. [ARWAC] L LTOR X7 M) —F xid, Bx ok
EARLZEIZES T,

[EODEEITRETH S LD | (THigk] 31% 45)
« sie pit forte, » ( “Purgatorio” XXXI 45 )

FIANDIE LB 2 HIET 50 72, JBHAL L 720 Bl 2 B 23t 5 5,0

[(BEZOATTE, AE bl BT > 72O DICRDOEHEONOEFRL SITHHAL S
ATWBEET ] ([figk] 33878 73-75)
« Ma perch’io veggio te ne lontelletto fatto di pietra e, impetrato, tinto, si che t'abbaglia il

lume del mio detto, » ( “Purgatorio” XXXIII 73-75 )

34) ) 33 1 DT,
Dante Alighieri, Convivio, Biblioteca Universale Rizzoli, 2007 Z#,

35) Frrid, (MRl o7uua—7T, FAAELVIIZELALFErHbE 5,
(Mg 2% 112 i) ZoEIEELL.

MELEDPVERBYMICOTL X9 %, BIELVAESTE 572,
Mgk 2% 113-114)

« comincio elli allor si dolcemente, che la dolcezza ancor dentro mi suona. »
( “Purgatorio” 1I113-114 )

ZOFEFIE, HOBEOBE L ERZALICRWEI ¥, LT, HAL F—2—18F 5,

[ 722, 2 CFCFLTnEDRE? ChdEhhAbw)BEE, EHLztw)o
72?7 NESTITEHN e L LTI v, S RTIE, Mzl l L@ ibirwAiy,]
(Mefgk]) 278 120-123 )

« “Che & cio, spiriti lenti? qual negligenza, quale stare & questo? Correte al monte a spogliarvi

lo scoglio ch'esser non lascia a voi Dio manifesto”. » ( “Purgatorio” 1I 120-123 )

BUHECEE Lo 728 1E, R BnTe &I, BIADORWIIIHE T2 2 & Id5RE
HDTH b,

36) [kl 1% 13 B,

« Nel mezzo del cammin di nostra vita mi ritrovai per una selva oscura, ché la diritta via era
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) B 72 SO AARGERE K, HX25% L LTHRT 5,

28) « Amore el cor gentil sono una cosa, — »
(M#4) 208 “Vita Nuova” XX )

29) BT 2HE, EWMRENT M) —F2id, BEEBEOFRMINEELD,

[HOFHELERT M) —=F 22 WHITHE LV ODIME, T2IHI S Lidllbiv, ik
OEBM ) b2 EET .
(Tra:) 58 )
« le quali non é mio intendimento di scrivere qui, Se non in quanto facesse a trattare di quella

gentilissima Beatrice; — » ( “Vita Nuova” V )

30) [RAZ 3 S IICID 723, R DERI X o THICI D) o
(TF#sE] 2138 )

« Lo doloroso amor che mi conduce a fin di morte per piacer di quella che lo mio cor solea

tener gioioso, » ( “Rime” XXI)

3) Y2 XADEO=MPARIE, THR—L O — ZADOFEEEZ ST 5. 7 HR— O 7% 5 120
LC, Tu—RIFHMz 3, BEREICHHBIEE)OTH S,

32) [#ik) 353 M,

33) ¥UFIEHYORERZEAT S,
[(HHR-OBENENSL ET L, BICME X ETEELWA, 20BY)ORBETROLEZS LT
L7 ([Wisk) 31%  34-36 )

« Le presenti cose col falso lor piacer volser miei passi, tosto che'1 vostro viso si nascose. »
( “Purgatorio” XXXI 34-36 )
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28 Karl Rahner's concept of “anonymous Christian” might be a good example for this problem. See

Karen Kilby, Karl Rahner, 2007, p.35.
29 Kiblinger. pp.130-131.

30 H.Sp99.

31 1bid.pp106-107.
32 Tbid.pp102-103.
B HS. p122.

34 John Hick. p2.
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surely have no hope of birth, but the fact is that the wise are few and the foolish are
very numerous. Again, if the original vow requires us to hear and understand may
teachings, those who have heard and understood little would surely have no hope of
birth, but the fact is that those who have heard much are few and those who have
heard little are very many. Further, if the orginal vow required us to observe the
precepts and abide by the monastic rules, those who have broken the precepts and
those who have never undertaken them would surely have no hope of birth, but the
fact is that those who observe the precepts are few, while those who have broken them
are exceedingly many. As for the other various practices, they should be understood in
the same way.

We should know that if the original vow required us to perform the manifold
practices mentioned above, then those who are able to attain birth would be few, while
those unable to do so would be very many. For this reason, the Tathagata Amida, in
the distant past when he was the biksu Dharmakara, moved by impartial compassion
and wishing to save all beings universally, did not select the manifold practices, such as
making images of the Buddha and building stipas as corresponding to his original vow
concerning birth. Instead he selected the single practice of reciting the nembustu.

(H.S. pp76-78)
16 1S, p.75.
17 Ihid.pp.60-61.
18 Ibid p78.
19 This translation is available from the following website: http://www.jsri.jp/English/Main.html
(20'8/Jun/2008)
D SHZ, p787.
21 HS.p87.

22 Speaking about exclusivistic point of view, stronger expression can bee seen in the twelfth

chapter:

[Sﬁkyamuni] expounded the contemplative and the noncontemplative practices in order to
reveal the superiority of the numbustu over other practices. Without these practices, how
could he have made clear the special preeminence of the nembustu?
-+ Therefore, the contemplative and noncontemplative practices were expounded only in
order that they might be abandoned, while the nembustu samdadhi was expounded so that
it could be established. (H.S. p.134.)

2 HS. p8T.

“snz, p.310. Unfortunately, H.S. lacks these words by mistake, so this is cited from Morris and

Kondo's translation.
% Tbid., p.416.

26 Thid,, pp.462-463.

2T Kiblinger, pp.69-71.
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10 1S, pp60-62.

1 Thid. p60.

12 (1)reading and reciting sutras (2)contemplation (3)doing prostrations (4)reciting the name (5)

giving praises and offerings

13 Thid. p72.
14 Thid. p76.
15 Thid. p77.

The whole passage of the notion of difficult versus easy is as following:

Second, as regards difficult versus easy, the nembustu is easy to practice, while the

other practices are difficult to perform. That is why it is said in the Wang-sheng li-tsan:

Question: “why are we not urged to practice meditation but directly encouraged
wholeheartedly to recite the name?”

Answer: Because the hindrances of sentient beings are heavy, the objects of
meditation subtle, their minds desultory, their senses undisciplined, and their spirits
jumping about, it is difficult for them to succeed in meditation. For this reason, the
Great Holy One, moved with pity, directly encouraged them wholeheartedly to recite
the name. Since reciting the name is really easy, we are able to continue this practice

and attain birth.

And again, the Ojayashii (Collection on the Essentials for Birth), it is said:

Question: " all good practices are meritorious, and each can lead to birth. Why is
it the teaching of the nemubustu alone is encouraged?”

Answer: when I now urge everyone to practice the nembustu, I do not intend to
set aside the various other practices. What I mean to say is that the nembustu is not
difficult to perform for either a man or a woman, whether highborn or low, whether
walking, standing, sitting, or lying down, and no matter when, where and under what
karmic condition. Moreover, when anyone is on his or her deathbed and desires to be

born, no practice is more accessible than the nembustu.

It is therefore clear that since the nembustu is easy, it is open to everyone, while
the various other practices are not open to people of all capacities because the are
difficult. Was it not in order to bring all sentient beings without exception to birth that
he [Dharmakara] in his original vow cast aside the difficult practice and selected the
easy one?

If the original vow required us to make images of the Buddha and to build stipas,
the poor and destitute would surely have no hope of birth, but the fact is that the rich
and highborn are few, while the poor and low born are exceedingly many. If the

original vow required us to have wisdom and intelligence, the dull and foolish would
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From the data of Japanese Agency of cultural affairs in 2000. http://www.relnet.co.jp/relnet/

brief/r3-Lhtm (15th Jun 2008)
Kiblinger. p.55.

Katsuki Joko 7 H #¢5%. “Honen shonin no Jodo kaishu ni okeru Bukkyo no tenkan” #:#&k 1 A D&

T RSB 0B DR Bukkyo Bunka kenkyu 12 (March 1963), pp. 15-42
Testu-Senchaku-shi [HORRE]

Nonetheless I myself, within the practice of the precepts, can never observe even one of them.
Within the practice of meditation, never can I accomplish anything. Within the practice of
wisdom, never can I obtain the [Buddha's] authentic wisdom that exterminates illusion to
realize the fruits [of enlightenment]. A master of the practice of the precepts, however,
demonstrates that “semadhi will never become tangible as long as sila (precept) is not
[observed] purely.” The mind of ordinary beings is easy to move following to objects, like
[habits of] monkeys. It is indeed distractible and hard to contemplate tranquilly into single
mind. How can it achieve the [Buddha's] authentic wisdom without illusion? Without the sword
of the wisdom, how can [we] cut off the rope that binds us to evil and illusion? Without cutting
off that rope, how can [we] attain emancipation from [our] bodies binding to the suffering of
birth and death? How sorrowfull How sorrowful it isl What on earth can I do? What on earth?
Now I cannot be a practitioner within the teaching of three norms (precept, meditation and
wisdom). Except such teaching of three norms, are not there any teachings suitable for my
[helpless] mind? Are not there any practices that could be followed by my [poor] body? I had
sought to all experts and asked to various scholars, but none of them could have taught it. Then
I went into the storehouse of the sutra with deep sorrow, and confronted Buddhist scriptures
with profound mourning. When I wrestling, I encountered the words in Shan-tao's Commentary
on the Meditation Sutra, proclaims that:
“to recite single-mindedly and wholeheartedly the name of A-mi-to' Fo (Amida Buddha),
whether walking or standing still, whether seated or lying down, without considering
whether the time involved is long or short and without ceasing even for an instant. This
is called the rightly established act. It is so called because such a practice accords with
[the intent of] A-mi-t'o Fo's vow” .
Since that, [I have assured that] incapable people, like us, [should] wholly trust these [Shan-
tao's] words, and single-mindedly rely on this understanding. Not only does it mean believing
Shan-tao’s teaching, to recite Nembutsu without ceasing even for an instant as provision for
firm Birth, but also it means according heartily with universal [original]l vow of Amida
[Buddhal. The words “it is so called because such a practice accords with [the intent of]
A-mi-t'o Fo's vow” have sank into my spirit, and remained in my heart. (JZ. VII, p.95.)

Kiblinger (2005), p.2.
Kiblinger p2

H.S. pp58-59.

SHZ. p671.
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it is legitimate to state that “the categorization: exclusivism, inclusivism, and pluralism,
is inappropriate to comprehend Buddhist interreligious attitude.” Such classification,
in my opinion, could disregard the differences of the grounds of Buddhism and others;
and moreover, could transform Buddhism itself. This consideration might draw that we
have to consider whether Buddhism should be treated within these categories or not.
Otherwise we ought to be conscious of that it is the frameworks of each religion that
constitute the field on which interreligious problems are argued. To put it simply, we
should not establish such field in a priori.

Whereas Kiblinger posits alternative-ends-recognizing inclusivism as the ideal
interreligious attitude, the notion of “the Dharma with which one has karmic affinity”
demonstrated in Senchaku-shi indicates exclusive character, possessing alternative-
ends-recognizing factor simultaneously. This notion instructs that one should follow the
teaching according to his/her karmic conditions. This would make it possible to admit
other religious ends, while maintaining the validity of own framework. Each people should
have their own karmic conditions, and there should be various ways. This could be
regarded as pluralistic attitude, if this is seen from the outsider. Within the point of view
of the subject, however, for the adherent of particular tradition, its framework should
provide the absolute significance. This is the reason why he/she follows that system,
and this is the reality of the phenomena of the faith. In this dimension, namely within the
subjective inner world, any religion would have exclusive elements.

Finally, it must be confirmed that, although Pure Land Buddhist take an agnostic
attitude toward other religious claims, this never means that the followers refuse

interreligious dialogue.

Abbreviations

HS Honen’s Senchakushii
JZ  Jodoshu Zensho

SHZ Showa shinshii Honen shonin zenshii

Note

1 Mention can be seen in page 125 of her book. But it is in the context of Gunapala Dharmasiri's

treatment of Pure Land Buddhism. He regards Pure Land Buddhism as one of the skilful means,
and this does not accord with the standpoint of Pure Land Buddhism on which this essay is
based.
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Conclusion

What Kiblinger did not consider is the subjective point of view within Buddhism. It might
be true, as she analyses, that Buddhism generally has assimilated others religious factors
with various methodologies. However, that the religion is the phenomena constituted by
the subjective faiths is taken into account, we could have different access to the matter
of Buddhist inclusivism. While her suggestion of alternative-ends-recognizing inclusivism
might be probably the most constructive form, her work does not argue what it does
mean to be such kind of inclusivism with maintaining the significance of one’s own
religion. In other words, it is the meaning, for religions in general, to have flexibility to
other religious ends as alternatives that must be considered. This would be the most
intricate issue within the interreligious relation. The approach of this essay to Honen's
Pure Land Buddhism could, because of its existential characteristic, I believe, reveal this
problem.

The doctrine of Honen's Pure Land Buddhism is based on its view of humanity that
emphasizes on humans incapability, and this anthropology leads the agnostic stance
towards religious truth claims. The classification of two gateways divides all Buddhist
teachings into two: the gateway of the Holy Path and the gateway of the Pure Land. The
distinctive principle should underlie here. The criterion of this division is whether the
way to Amida's Pure Land is taught or not. Its significance is that anyone can access,
irrespective of one’s religious capacity, to the Pure Land’'s gateway, because that is led
by the power of Amida’s original vow. While the gateway of the Holy Path is teaching
to achieve nirvana by the power of practitioners own. The latter might be profound,
but it cannot be an option for the religiously poor people. This characteristic is explicit
within the concept of “difficult versus easy.” Honen infers that in order to save all sentient
beings equally the easy practice, namely Nembutsu, has been chosen by Amida. These
procedures are based on its view of humanity that the majority is religiously poor. Thus
for the Pure Land Buddhists, who believe themselves religiously powerless, the matter of
truth claims are far beyond their comprehension.

Without the concerning about the human matter, the inconsistency within “the three
implications: abandonment, auxiliary, and incidental,” cannot be understood. That is, we
should aware of that the religious terms could be interpreted depend on the standpoint of
the reader, namely outsider or insider. This set of implications is submitted from the point
of view of Nembutsu practitioner. In this dimension, the reguirement is not the fixed and
coherent worldview, but the method to be emancipated from this world of suffering. This

is the basic nature of Buddhism. Therefore, not only the case of these three implications,
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suffer no harm from your attacks.” The reason is as follows: This is not because
I do not have faith in the many sutras and Sastras in fact, I reverently believe
in all of them. But the Buddha expounded these sutras at different times and in
different places to sentient beings of differing capacities in order to bless them
with differing benefits:--Moreover, these siitras also differ [from the Pure Land
stitras] in terms of his listeners’ capacities:
He expounded these only for Vaidehi and for all the mediocre people

and testified that all ordinary people can attain birth. For this reason I now
steadfastly strive in single-minded devotion to this teaching. And so, even if a
hundred thousand trillion people like you were to say that I could not be born, I

would nevertheless continue to strengthen and perfect my faith in birth.?

To put it simply, presupposing that Buddhist teachings have been taught for its audiences
accordingly, it is insisted that the Pure Land Buddhist followers should not deny the
doctrines that are trying to refute the teaching of Nembutsu as false, but should regard
such teachings as suitable for higher capabilities, not for ordinary people. In this context,
higher capabilities means “human beings, devas, and bodhisattvas.” These devas and
bodhisattvas, of course, can be regarded as higher capabilities. Speaking about human, as
the eleventh chapter of Senchaku-shit expresses, the Pure Land Buddhism is “the highest
Dharma of the supremely good practice” expounded “for the sake of the most wicked
and inferior people.” ** From such Pure Land Buddhist view of humanity, in which they
acknowledge themselves as “most wicked and inferior,” those who are trying to achieve
to enlightenment through difficult teachings can be seen as higher capabilities. Pure Land
Buddhists are, therefore, to follow the way taught for ordinary capacities, not for any
others.

This attitude of the Pure Land Buddhism might be distributed into religious pluralism.
For the concept of “the Dharma with which one has karmic affinity” could be understood
on the same line of John Hick's opinion that one’s religious belief tends to be decided
strongly by his/her geographical and cultural circumstance As we have seen, neither
does this stance assimilate others religious factors, nor deny others goals. This also would
be, however, the matter of viewpoint. That is, if it would be seen from outside, this stance
might be regarded as pluralism. But from the point of view of Pure Land Buddhist, the
agnostic attitude towards other religions would be taken, namely existential exclusivism.
For instance, what John Hick posits as “the Real” is far beyond the comprehension of the

Pure Land Buddhist, so that it is impossible to argue on such hypothesis.
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criticisms, teaching that one cannot attain birth? ---

Answer: The teachings and practices of all the buddhas are more numerous
than there are specks of dust and grains of sand. Equally varied are the
potentials and karmic conditions of the sentient beings [who receive them]. -

--- [Elvery person should begin practice in accord with his or her karmic
condition and so seek his or her own emancipation. Why then do you hinder and
confuse me with practices that do not accord with my karmic affinities? The
practice that I love is the one with which I have karmic affinity. But it is not
the one you seek. The one you love is the practice with which you have karmic
affinity, but it is not the one I seek. For this reason, if each of us carries out
the practice that accords with his or her own desires, we will all surely attain
emancipation quickly.

All practitioners should be aware that if one wishes to pursue doctrines, one
can study any of them without any hindrance, from those teachings concerning
the realm of ordinary people to those concerning the realm of the holy ones and
so on, all the way up to the fruit of buddhahood itself. If, however, one intends
to pursue practice, one should surely rely on the Dharma with which one has
karmic affinity. It is thus that one can gain the greatest benefit with the least

effort?!

That is to say, while there are various Buddhist teachings and all of them could lead to
nirvana, the Nembutsu practitioners should regard other teachings as not “the Dharma
with which they have karmic affinity.”

By employing this concept, it is possible to insist the validity of one’s own teaching,
whereas the value of others is preserved. While Kiblinger argues alternative-ends-
recognizing inclusivism as ideal form, this concept might enable exclusivism to be
alternative-ends-recognizing. Again, here as well, the significance is not whether the
teaching is true or wrong, but whether, for him/her, it is suitable or not. Needless to say,
the view of humanity that we have seen underlies this concept.

The explanation of the attitude towards other schools in the second mind shows such

character more explicitly.

[T1f a practitioner should meet such a person who tries to prove with the
passages from the many satras and sa@stras that no sinful ordinary people can
attain birth, he or she should reply, “Even though you come to me with satras

and $astras and say they prove that I cannot be born, my own faith will certainly
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subjective. When the religion is treated, without such inner concerns, as the sets of
propositions or cultural matters, the original meaning of it might be lost. Granted that
the study out of the viewpoint of the outsider should have its advantages, as Kinblinger
argues?’ yet at some times different interpretations can be drawn between outsider and
insider.”® Her ideal notion “alternative-ends-recognizing inclusivism” might be doubtful
from this respect. Is it possible for the one who has accepted a particular tradition, to
recognize alternative ends? Does it not mean the relativization of one’s religion in a

certain degree? Then, can such religion still maintain its significance for adherents?

The Dharma with which one has karmic affinity

Though Kiblinger concludes that inclusivism is inevitable within major religions?® Pure
Land Buddhism seems to possess exclusivistic system. The methodologies we have seen,
such as the classification of two gateways or the concept of “difficult versus easy,” could
be understood as the procedure to exclude other practices or teachings. What she does
not take into account would be again the matter of subjective perspective. It might be
possible to say that the reason one believes a certain religion is that only that religion
can save him. If this is the case, the other religions are excluded for him. Needless to
say, this is the nature of Honen's Pure Land Buddhism. For the Pure Land Buddhist,
only the practice of Nembutsu is the accessible way, and other practices or teachings are
not acceptable in terms of his subjectivity. Such a view could be the absolute criterion
within him or her in the existential terms, and, in this meaning, it ought to be regarded
as existential exclusivism. This characteristic is expressed with the notion of “the
Dharma with which one has karmic affinity (A% ?),” which is presented in the eighth
chapter of Senchaku-shi. This concept seems to be the most suitable to be employed in
interreligious dimension.

The eighth chapter of Senchaku-shii demonstrates “that those who practice the
Nembutsu should certainly posses the three kinds of mind,” * ie. “the sincere mind”, “the
profound mind,” and “the mind with which one dedicates all merits [toward one’s birth
in the Pure Land] and resolves to be born there,” which are expounded in Chan-tao’s
commentary on the Meditation Sutra. In the explanations of third minds, as the way for
the Pure Land Buddhist to establish their faith, “the Dharma with which one has karmic

affinity” is demonstrated.

Question: What should one do if those who have different understanding

and practices ‘- come and create confusion by expressing various doubts and
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god, in order to be freed from suffering which I am feeling now, I practice the Noble
Eightfold Path.” Then, is this statement really inclusivistic? Moreover, is this Buddhist
statement or theistic one?

Honen's Pure Land Buddhism establishes the methodology on to be born in Amida’'s
Pure Land, and, therefore the practice of Nembutsu sworn in Amida’s Original Vow
is preceded. This is expressed as “The Nembutsu is foremost among the practices for
Rebirth in the Pure Land” ?* at the opening of Senchaku-shi, and “just recite Nembutsu

25

exclusively,” * in Goseigon no sho, which is regarded as his last words. Except the

practice of Nembutsu , he shows tolerant stance, as following:

The way to live in this world should be arranged in order to encourage the
practice of Nembutsu. Abandon everything, whatever it is, that could be obstacle
of Nembutsu practice, and cease them. That is, if you cannot recite Nembutsu
as a monk, you should marry and recite it. If you cannot recite as a husband,
you should recite as a monk. If you cannot recite as an inhabitant, you should
recite as a nomad. If you cannot recite as a nomad, you should recite in your
residence. If you cannot recite with fending for yourself, you should recite with
being supported by others. If you cannot recite with being supported by others,
you should recite with fending for yourself. If you cannot recite alone, you should
recite with fellow practitioners. If you cannot recite with others, you should

recite at secluded place.?®

To put it simply, the supremacy of Honen’s Pure Land Buddhism is the practice of
Nembutsu , and other matters are just fringes. This can be the room to allow such
discrepancy.

Next, as the matter of the perspective, the subjectivity of the faith ought to be taken
into account. That is, the viewpoint in which the three implications are submitted is in
the dimension that the faith of Nembutsu has been firmly established. Before the fourth
chapter, which is the chapter in question, Senchaku-shit has developed the logic leading
to the single practice of Nembutsu from all Buddhist teaching. This could be interpreted
as the process from non-Pure Land Buddhist to Pure Land Buddhist. Then in the fourth
chapter, Honen sets that question and answer. These implications, therefore, should be
considered, on the Buddhist background we have seen above, as the answer from the
subjective standpoint of the faith.

This might not be merely the matter within Honen’s Pure Land Buddhism. Primarily

the religion is the activities or phenomena based on the faith that should be quite

12



Among these, on one hand, the second seems to be able to meet the inclusivism that is
pointed out by Kiblinger’s study. On the other hand, the first is explicitly exclusive?
and the third is ambiguous. What should be, however, emphasized here is that Honen
juxtaposes these three, and does not assert which implication must be taken. (Although
he mentions that the first should be regarded as main, it should be noticed that himself
confesses, “Regarding these three implications, however, it is difficult to distinguish

"23) That is to say, he replies to the question

which is inferior and which is superior.
with apparently inconsistent implications. This seems to be incompatible with the
categories that are employed within interreligious relation: exclusivism, inclusivism, and
pluralism. Two reasons could be considered on this problem: one is the validity of this
categorization, and the other is the matter of the perspective. The latter might be relating
to the former.

The first issue we have to consider is whether the categories, such as inclusivism,
can be simply applied to Buddhism. Unlike theism that possesses the narrative of the
creation, Buddhism does not provide fixed systematic worldview. This would mean
that Buddhist flexibility makes it possible to elude the categorization of inclusivism or
exclusivism.

Roughly speaking, Buddhist principle is, firstly, to recognize that we are living in
the world of suffering (the truth of suffering, Dukkha), then investigate the causes of
the suffering (the truth of arising, Semudaya), and, as the final goal, resolve them (the
truth of cessation, Nirodha). The way to resolve the suffering has bee taught as the truth
of the path (Magga). The methodology to cease pain, therefore, ought to be the most
significant. So the other matters would be treated as peripheral. Such attitude can be seen
for example within the allusion of the parable of the poison arrow. On this reason, many
various Buddhist schools have been founded.

On the contrary, in theistic religions, the provided worldviews would be significant.
This world is a creation of god, and the salvation of human beings depends on whether
they obey this god. For that is the will of the creator. To accept the existence of the god
means to accept its worldview totally. The problems of interreligious relation, therefore,
could be matters of mutual frameworks for such religions. In such cases, whether its
worldview is right or wrong can be a issue, otherwise their stances have to be decided:
to refuge foreign elements as an exclusivist or to include them through reinterpretations
and so on, as an inclusivist.

This difference of basic natures seems to make Buddhism irreconcilable with the
categories of exclusivism and inclusivism, along the same line with theism. For instance,

the following would not be disjointed statement. ‘Although this world is created by the
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2. In your state of ignorance, refrain from indulging in disputes with men of
wisdom or when encountering people with other religious practices.'”

This statement means that such behaviour is of wise men, by no means of
unwise people. Moreover in the place of disputes, various illusions must arise.
Wise men are to keep away from this for a hundred yojana, how much more

about the single-minded nemubustu practitioner.?’

That is to say, the one who cannot achieve the truth of own home religion cannot criticize
nor subordinate others truth claim.

Turning back to Kiblinger's work, her categorization cannot be applied to Honen's Pure
Land Buddhism. Since Honen's thought, as we have argued, takes an agnostic attitude
regarding the truth. According to her definition, exclusivism is the stance to think that
only one’s home religion can teach the significant truth; and the inclusivistic attitude is to
think that others religious truth can be comprehended in the home system. By taking an
agnostic standpoint on the ground of its anthropology, which is the consistent motive of
Honen's thought, Pure Land Buddhism shuns being categorized as these exclusivism or
inclusivism in the matter of truth claims. On the other hand, with regard to the practice,
the primacy of Nembutsu practice is insisted, but this is not a kind of procedure to
subordinate other schools, which Kiblinger criticizes as the negative factor of Buddhist
inclusivism. The significance for Pure Land Buddhist is not whether the teaching is truth

or not, or superior; but whether it is suitable or not for the time and the capacity.

The three implications: abandonment, auxiliary, and incidental

Now, we might assume Kiblinger’'s objection regarding “the three implications:
abandonment, auxiliary, and incidental.” (B& - Bh - £ @ = #% ) These implications are
presented in the fourth chapter of Senchaku-shii in which the reason why other practices
apart from Nembutsu have been taught is considered. Honen submits three implications

toward this question:

1) the manifold practices were expounded in order that they might be
abandoned:--

2) the auxiliary acts that make up the manifold practices were taught so that
they might encourage the right practice of the nembutsu .

3) the manifold practices were incidentally expounded.?!
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That is, being carried by the Buddha's power enables it to be easy, while the way of
difficult practice is of attempting to gain only by the practitioners own ability.

Whereas the first chapter of Senchaku-shii, as it has been mentioned, cited
the dichotomy of the “way of difficult practice” and the “way of easy practice” as
corroboration for the distinction of gateways of the Holy Path and the Pure Land, from T
an-Luan’s commentary; the third chapter develops the notion of difficult versus easy on
the ground of a more concrete view of humanity, and the single practice of Nembutsu
has been selected as the result of such anthropology. Nembutsu practice is, therefore,
open to all sentient beings, and enable them to be born in Pure Land as the universal
refuge. This would be apparent from that Honen closes the argument about the notion of

difficult versus easy with these words:

For this reason, the Tathagata Amida, in the distant past when he was
the bikusu Dharmakara, moved by impartial compassion and wishing to save
all beings universally, did not select the manifold practices, such as making
images of the Buddha and building stupas, as corresponding to his original
vow concerning birth. Instead he selected the single practice of reciting the

Nembutsu .'8

The importance of this point of view of humanity, in the dimension of interreligious
relation, is that the Pure Land Buddhist could avoid the conflicts of truth claims. When
the interreligious problems are considered, it might be possible to assert that the main
issue of them is the conflicts of the truth claims of various religions. This could be
caused when such claims are juxtaposed. For example, these propositions, “this world
has been created by God,” and “this world has been created by the gods,” are apparently
incompatible. As we have seen, Honen's Pure Land Buddhism is the teaching for the
people who just cannot achieve nirvana by their own capacities, and such people would
never attain the direct access to the (religious) truth in this world. That is why they
should relay on the power of Amida’s original vows, in order to arrive the Pure Land, the
ideal place to obtain enlightenment. The follower of the Pure Land Buddhism, therefore,
should take an agnostic attitude toward such religious truth claims. For it should be far
beyond the comprehensions of ordinary people. Honen has actually forbidden such kind of
dispute in the Shichikajo Kishomon (Seven Article Pledge), which was written in order
to meet with the campaign raised by monks of Mount Hiei against exclusive Nembutsu

practice:



while those unable to do so would be very many. For this reason, the Tathagata
Amida, in the distant past when he was the biksu Dharmakara, moved by
impartial compassion and wishing to save all beings universally, did not select
the manifold practices, such as making images of the Buddha and building sttapas
as corresponding to his original vow concerning birth. Instead he selected the

single practice of reciting the Nembutsu .

Here, the concrete content of the concept of difficult versus easy is indicated. While
“the recitation of the name of the Buddha,” namely Nembutsu , is regarded as the easy
practice these are categorized into “difficult” : being rich and highborn, being wise,
hearing much, and observing the precepts. Furthermore, including the consideration
about the original vow just before this part of Senchaku-shii, these also could be added
to “difficult™ “dana,” “observance of the precepts,” “patience,” “zeal,” “meditation,”

“attaining wisdom such as faith in the supreme reality,” “the bodhicitta,” “the six acts of

” o« "o«

mindfulness,” “chanting sutras,” “dharapt recitation,” “erecting stipas,” “making images

of the Buddha,” “offering food to sramanas,” “being dutiful to parents,” and “venerating
teachers and elders.” '
The principle of this dichotomy can be drawn from the quotation from T’an-luan,

which has been mentioned before.

On reverently reflecting on what the bodhisattva Nagarjuna said in his
Shin-chu p’I-p’o-sha lun, I would say that there are two paths by which the
bodhisattvas may seek the stage of nonretrogression: one is the “way of difficult
practice,” and the other is the “way of easy practice.” The way of difficult
practice is a way of trying to reach the stage of nonretrogression in an age of

the five defilements, when no Buddha dwells in the world. This is difficult to do

-+ [To follow this way of difficult practice is] like travelling over land on foot; it
is very painful and hard.

The way of easy practice is to desire birth in the Pure Land only by means
of faith in the Buddha. Being thus carried along by the power of the Buddha’
s vows, we shall be able to attain birth in the Pure Land. The Buddha's power
will sustain us and enable us to enter into the company of those who have
attained the stage of genuine assurance of the Mahayana. This is the stage of

nonretrogression. It is like sailing over the water by boat: it is very pleasant.!”



submits two reasons with expressing that “[allthough the Buddha's holy intention is
difficult to fathom and impossible to comprehend fully, we may venture to interpret it
with the aid of the following two notions: (1) superior versus inferior and (2) difficult
versus easy.”

What should be noticed here is the notion of difficult versus easy, for the concrete
view of humanity within Honen’s Pure Land Buddhism can be seen in its demonstration.

The emphasis of this notion can be seen in these words:

It is therefore clear that since the nembutsu is easy, it is open to everyone, while
the various other practices are not open to people of all capacities because they
are difficult. Was it not in order to bring all sentient beings without exception to
birth that he [Dharmakara] in his original vow cast aside the difficult practice

and selected the easy one?'

In other words, compassion of Dharmakara selected to cast aside the practices such
as the six kinds of practice for bodhisattvas (/N7%%£% ), and to take up single practice
of Nembutsu, for the sake of equal birth in Pure Land. In this selection, Dharmakara’s
intuition on sentient beings should be grounded. Honen develops his inference about this

in the following:

If the original vow required us to make images of the Buddha and to build
stupas, the poor and destitute would surely have no hope of birth, but the fact is
that the rich and highborn are few, while the poor and low born are exceedingly
many. If the original vow required us to have wisdom and intelligence, the dull
and foolish would surely have no hope of birth, but the fact is that the wise are
few and the foolish are very numerous. Again, if the original vow requires us to
hear and understand may teachings, those who have heard and understood little
would surely have no hope of birth, but the fact is that those who have heard
much are few and those who have heard little are very many. Further, if the
orginal vow required us to observe the precepts and abide by the monastic rules,
those who have broken the precepts and those who have never undertaken
them would surely have no hope of birth, but the fact is that those who observe
the precepts are few, while those who have broken them are exceedingly many.
As for the other various practices, they should be understood in the same way.

We should know that if the original vow required us to perform the manifold

practices mentioned above, then those who are able to attain birth would be few,



to their dispositions into two: the canon for the bodhisattva and for the $ravakas. They
regard themselves as teaching for the superior bodhisattva. Kegonshu also categorizes
according to their dispositions as Hinayana, the beginning (of Mahayana), the final (of
Mahayana), the sudden, and the perfect. This means that their teaching, Kegon kyo
(Buddhavatamsaka-nama-mahd-vaipulya-sutra) is the perfect one. Lotus school employs
two kinds of categories: the four teaching and the five flavours. The four teaching is, like
the previously mentioned schools, categorization according to their nature: the Hinayana
canon, the common (emptiness), particular (middle), and perfect teachings. The five
flavours is the division based on the time at which they were taught by Sakyamuni
Buddha: milk (the Kegon period), cream (the Hinayana period), butter (the Mahayana
period), cheese (the prajiia period), and ghee (the Lotus and Nirvana (sutra) period). This
school insists that the time the Lotus sutra was taught is the ripest period in Sékyamuni’s life
and therefore this sutra is the greatest teaching. Shingon school divides whole Buddhism
into two; one is the exoteric teaching that has been taught in order to instruct people, and
the other is the esoteric teaching that is true profound Buddhist teaching itself.

In contrast to these categorizations, the distinction of the two gateways is, on a
basis of the matter of human side, to categorize whole Buddhist teachings into two
according to whether they teach the way to Pure Land or not. Its significance is not the
quality of dharma itself, but the existence of us standing in front of dharma. This is well
expressed by these words in Yogi Mondo: “[we are] not to chose the teachings, but to
reflect our capability.” This standpoint of Honen’s Pure Land Buddhism is developed more
concretely in the phase of the explanation of rightly established act (IEZE2£), the practice

of Nembustu.

The third chapter of Senchaku-shu expounds the logic leading to the Nembutsu
practice, which is the rightly established act and should be primacy among the five right
practices.!? The main source of this is, needless to say, the eighteenth of Original Vow in

the Wu-Liang- shou ching (Sutra of Immeasurable Life):

[Wlhen I attain buddhahood, if all sentient beings in the ten directions who
aspire in all sincerity and faith to be born in my land and think of me [ie, recite
my name] even ten times are not born there, then may I not attain supreme

enlightenment.'

The significance would be the reason why Dharmakara (the name of Amida Buddha

before attaining enlightenment) chose the single practice of reciting his name. Honen



As support of this distinction, the identity between the set of “way of difficult
practice” and “way of easy practice” in T'an-luan's (476-542) Wang-sheng lun chu
(Commentary on the Wang-sheng lun) and the distinction between “three vehicles” and
“Pure Realm” in His-fang yao-chueh are demonstrated. Especially the quotation from T’
an-luan might be remarkable in the meanings of that it employs Nagarjuna's T7reatise

Explaining the Ten Stages.\’

The necessity of this classification could be confirmed by Honen's following
words:

Now, the reason why [Tao- ch'ol, in this [An-le chil, set up the distinction
between the two gateways of the Holy Path and the Pure Land was to teach
people to reject the Gateway of the Holy Path in favor of entering the Gateway
of the Pure Land. There are two reasons for this [preferencel: one is that the
Great Holy One’s time has now receded far into the distant past, and the other is

that the ultimate principle is profound, while human understanding is shallow.!!

In short, the emphasis of this part is that our circumstance is quite disadvantageous: we
are living in the era far from Gautama Buddha; our ability to understand is too poor to
comprehend profound Buddhist teachings. These are examined in the following section of
this paper. It is this cognition that establishes the ground of the two gateways.

Compared to the classifications of other Buddhist schools, the uniqueness of the two
gateways could be recognized. Whereas the classifications of other traditional schools
are based on the logic of dharma’s side, such as qualities of the teachings, or the order
of teachings in Gautama buddha’s life; the distinction of the two gateways is established
based on human situation. Let us survey the classifications of other schools. Senchaku-shii
submits following schools” as precedents.

Usoshu (#7#152) [Hssoshul : the three period of the Buddha's teaching

Musoshu (#4H5%) [Sanron school] : the two canons

Kegon school (#i%55%)  the five teachings

Lotus school (%:#£5%) : the four teaching and the five flavours

Shingon school (E&%5%) : the two teachings
Usoshu is the school that derives from Consciousness Only. This school categorizes
whole Buddhist teachings based on their character into three: the teaching of Existence,
Emptiness, and Middle, and they put themselves on the supreme teaching of Middle.
Musoshu is the school rooted in Madhyamika. They divide all the teachings according



from its own viewpoint, in order to give a sense to the variety of teachings. At the same
time, this classification has been functioning to provide a ground for the proclamation of
its validity and superiority among other schools. The first chapter of the Senchaku-shi
expounds that all Buddhist teaching can be categorized into two gateways: Gateway of
the Holy Path and Gateway of the Pure Land. The current chapter of this paper examines
first what the two gateways are, and then explores its necessity and characteristic will be
explored.

The classification of Pure Land school divides the whole Buddhist teaching into
two gateways: the Gateway of the Holy Path and the Gateway of the Pure Land. Honen

defines the former as:

the Gateway of the Holy Path is divided into two parts: one is the Mahayana, and
the other is the Hinayana---

Generally speaking, then, the main idea of the Gateway of the Holy Path,
whether Mahayana or Hinayana, concerns practicing the way of the four vehicles
and attaining the fruits of the four vehicles while in this saekha world. In speaking
of the four vehicles, we are referring to the three vehicles with the addition of
the Buddha vehicle.®

And the latter is explained as following:

Turning next to the gateway of birth in the Pure Land, we find that here too
there are two teachings. First, there are those that directly expound birth in the
Pure Land. Second, there are those teachings that only incidentally expound this
birth.

In this classification, as the words “the Gateway of Pure Land” indicates, the only criterion
is whether they are teaching the way to be born in Amida’s Pure Land. The others,
which are the teachings to practice and seek its fruits in this world where we are living,
are to be classified as the Gateway of the Holy Path. Their natures are expressed by

Honen's words in Shonin-denzetsu no kotoba:

[The goal of] the practice of the gateway of Holy Path is to be emancipated
from [the realms of] birth and death by aquiring [the highest] wisdom and
intelligence; and the practice of the gateway of the Pure Land is to be born in

[Amida’s] Pure Land by returning to dull and foolish.”
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Buddhist sects, not towards other religions. For, at the era he was living, the issue was
not the interreligious matters we face now, but the relationship with other Buddhist
sects. As Kiblinger points out, strategies within intra-Buddhist relationships should be
seen as significant, for these tend to be used in interreligious cases as well (Kiblinger,
Ibid). To argue along this aspect methodologically seems to be the most legitimate in
order to consider the matters in our days, so we will take this procedure throughout
this paper. Second, “the three implications: abandonment, auxiliary, and incidental” are
considered. These ambiguous implications might reveal the deficiency of the categories
of exclusivism, inclusivism, and pluralism. Finally, the notion of “the Dharma with which
one has karmic affinity,” which seems to be the most appropriate concept to be applied
to interreligious relation, will be focused on. Through these arguments, we will recognize
the significance of the subjective aspect within the religion. This would be, I believe, an
answer to Kiblinger's comment that “Unlike their Christian counterparts, Buddhists and
scholars of Buddhism have not yet analysed what the term inclusivism might mean in

Buddhist contexts.”®

Classification of two Gateways of the Holy Path and the Pure Land
and the Concept of “Difficult versus Easy”

It would be noticed that the doctrine of Honen's Pure Land Buddhism is irreconcilable
with the categories that Kiblinger employs, when we examine his work with the concern
of the categorization of interreligious relations. Kiblinger defines exclusivism as to think

“that the home community is in sole possession of all important truths” 7

and only that
system enable him/her to achieve salvation; and employs the notion of inclusivism
according with Paul ]J. Griffithes’s. That is, with regard to truth, what others are teaching
is already taught in home religion totally or partly. With regard to salvation, home religion
teaches the supreme one, while others might provide possibilities of salvation (pp8-7).
Honen's thought, however, would take an agnostic stance on the religious truth claim, and
insist universal refuge or salvation, whereas maintaining the exclusive attitude concerning
the practices. This could be comprehended by considering its doctrine that is based on its
view of humanity. The criterion of the teaching of Pure Land Buddhism is not whether
its doctrine is superior or not, but whether it is suitable for us or not. Such anthropology
can be seen in the classification of two gateways and the notion of “difficult versus easy,”
which are expounded in Senchaku-shu, in order to lead to the Nembutsu practice from all
Buddhist teachings. In this section, we are exploring this classification and the notion, and
examining its implication within interreligious relations.

Traditionally, since Chinese Buddhism, each school has classified Buddhist teachings



Sutra in Nichiren sect and recitation of Buddha's name in Pure Land Buddhism. Among
them, it is Honen who triggered this movement.

The teaching of Honen’s Pure Land Buddhism can be expressed by these words:
“Those who recite the name will unfailingly attain birth (f£4:) because it is based on
Amida’s original vow (H.S.p148).” Its main distinctive feature could be comprehended by
the notion that it was “the transformation from Buddhism based on dharma to Buddhism
based on the Buddha,” indicated by Kastuki Joko.* That is, whereas other Buddhist aims
to achieve nirvana through the practice of meditation and comprehension of the doctrinal
philosophy (dharma) that entails the practice, Pure Land Buddhism is the teaching that,
depending on Amida’s Original Vow taught in the Sutra of Immeasurable Life (4 & %3 %) |
intends primarily birth into Amida’s Pure Land, that is ideal place for Buddhist practice,
by the power of Amida Buddha rather than the self power of the practitioners. Thus it
should be emphasised that this teaching is not for the spiritual elite but for the ordinary
beings (FLJ%). Such difference will be examined later in this essay.

Honen (1133 ~1212) studied Buddhism as a Tendai monk at Mount Hiei, which was
a sort of comprehensive Buddhist institution at that time, from his fifteenth to the low
forties. His biographies say that he visited masters of various sects in order to enquire
about their doctrines between his age of twenty-four and thirty-two. The reason why he
had to found an independent sect, Jodo shi, out of Tendai sect as a result of such career,
and what kind of theory made it possible, would be significant doctrinal matters and
essential questions to comprehend his Pure Land Buddhism.

A work of Shoko (¥25), who is the successor of Honen, Testu Senchaku-shii conveys us
Honen's despair confronted before his encounter with the Pure Land Buddhism? In there
we can read that Honen lamented seriously that he could master none of basic Buddhist
practice ie. the precepts, the meditation, and the wisdom. This lament led him, through
knowing Shan-tao, to establish Jodo sect that teaches that anyone can be born into Pure
Land with single practice, namely Nembutsu, recitatin of the name of Amida Buddha.
In this point the necessity of the establishment of Jodo sect can be seen. It is Senchaku
Hongan Nembutsu Shii (Passages on the Selection of the Nembutsu in the Original Vow)
that develops systematic theory leading from all Buddhist teaching to the single practice

of reciting Nembutsu as a doctrine of valid independent sect.

In this essay we will examine, first, the classification of two gateways and the concept
of “difficult versus easy,” which are employed within the process of Honen's logic leading
from whole Buddhist teachings to single practice of Nembutsu. Senchaku-shit demonstrates

the attitude of Pure Land Buddhists towards practices or understandings of other



An Interreligious Attitude of Honen’s Pure
Land Buddhism

ICHIKAWA Sadataka

Kristin Beise Kiblinger, in her book Buddhist Inclusivism, points out and criticizes that Buddhism,
traditionally, has taken factors from other religions without considering their original context, and
that Buddhism has subordinated other religions in such process. In her work, the doctrine of Pure
Land Buddhism has been rarely mentioned.! With Zen Buddhism, Pure Land Buddhism is one
of the most influential streams in China and Japan (For example, actually the population of Pure
Land Buddhist, 195 million, far exceeds that of Zen Buddhist, 3.35 million?), and thus it should not
be ignored. Although Rennyo is examined,3 the point she argues is the matter of syncretization
of Shinto with Buddhism (##{A3%4&). This phenomenon has occurred since seven hundreds years
before Rennyo, so what she points out is not the matter of Buddhism, but should be regarded
as Japanese culture. If Kiblinger had taken Pure Land Buddhism into account, I assume, her
conclusion that basic interreligious attitude of Buddhism should (or can) be changed, would have
differed. That is, although she declares she has not aimed to make complete exemplifications and
so does not assert that Buddhism is totally inclusivist (Kiblinger, 2005, p3), her choice of examples,
and therefore her conclusion, could be arbitrary. She also criticizes against the fact that in the
current Buddhist scholarship, it is only possible to find a small amount of Buddhist works about
interreligious issues, but few of them refer to the categories of exclusivism, inclusivism, and
pluralism (Ibid, p31). This essay intends to replay this criticism from the point of view of Honen's
Pure Land Buddhism in particular. The characteristics of this school would reveal the deficiency
of Kiblinger's study: the matter of humanity. Its classification of two gateways and the concept
of “difficult versus easy,” which are considered in this essay, are the procedures to exclude other
Buddhist practices or teachings based on its view of humanity, not to include. The irrelevancy
of the categorization of exclusivism, inclusivism, and pluralism will be understood by considering
the three implications: abandonment, auxiliary, and incidental.” The notion of “the Dharma with
which one has karmic affinity” ( / #% @ ¥ ) requires the necessity of the consideration of the

subjectivity within the faith, which is absent in Kiblinger’s study.
Introduction

Kamakura period (end of 12bc to 1333) is an important time for Japanese Buddhism, for
today’s main Japanese Buddhist sects were established during this period. One common
feature can be pointed out among these sects. That is selection of one simple practice e.g.

Zen practice in Zen Buddhism (Rinzai sect and Sotd sect), recitation of the title of Lotus
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