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History of Pneumoconiosis and Issues in the Future

Yoshinori Ohtsuka and Kiyonobu Kimura
Department of Internal Medicine, Hokkaido Chuo Rosai Hospital

Pneumoconiosis is considered as the oldest work-related diseases in the world. It has been recorded by
Hippocrates since the ancient ages of Greek. In Japan, they were called as “yoroke”, “kemurino-doku”, “tsukare
daiku” since Edo period. Pneumoconiosis had been spread widely because of the mass production of dusts
caused by dynamite and rock drill et al. and was recognized by the people. Accurate diagnosis of pneumoconio-
sis was made possible by the introduction of pathological autopsy and chest X-ray. With these methods, the
definition pneumoconiosis was established. Compensation for work-related disaster was settled in UK and in
other countries, according to the start of ILO and the growing of the labor unions. In Japan, compensation for
pneumoconiosis was built up after the Labor Standard Law enacted after the World War II. Compensation was
changed from “lump sum” to “disaster compensation”. It was admitted as a right for workers. “Special Protec-
tion for Silicosis and Spinal injury” was enacted in 1955, and old Pneumoconiosis Law and Compensation for
Work-related Law were established in 1960, and then real compensation has started. The name of “keihai (sili-
cosis) " was changed to the new name “jinpai (pneumoconiosis) " in 1960, it targeted all of the mineral dusts in-
cluding silicates. According to the revision of the Pneumoconiosis Law in 1977, the division of management was
decided depends on the severity of pneumoconiosis independent of pulmonary tuberculosis. Tuberculosis was
determined as one of the complications of pneumoconiosis. The way of diagnosis for pneumoconiosis at that
time leads to today’s diagnosis. In 2003, lung cancer was designated as one of the complications. Still now
around 100 workers were newly designated as pneumoconiosis. Introduction of masks with electronic fun and
its spreading are expected. And more recently occupational lung diseases by the new materials have come
across. There are issues such as establishment of the diagnosis of the occupational lung disease caused by new
materials, the use of CT for the diagnosis of pneumoconiosis, and the introduction of CR display by the board of
pneumoconiosis in every local Labor bureau. We face these problems to solve now.

(JJOMT, 68: 199—205, 2020)
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