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Present and Future of Car-Trains

Shin-ichi SAKAMOTO*

The car-train system which is an intermodal transportation using the railroads
and automobiles has history of more than 30 years in Europe, and its service network
covers the whole of the European Continent. In Japan, the old JNR operated a
full-scale car-train service for the first time between Tokyo and Kita-Kyushu in
August, 1985. In addition, a Tokyo-Sapporo car-train service run by the new JR Group
is slated to start this August along with the opening of the Aomori-Hakodate Sea
tunnel. It is expected that there will be urgent demand for car-train transport in
Japan during period of heavy traffic on the expressways, such as Golden Week,
the “Bon” Festival, and the year end and New Year holidays.
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A map showing the car-train route

(Berner-Alpen Railways)
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The projected development of car-trains between Tokyo and Kita-Kyusyu
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