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2. Luminous Blue Variables
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Abstract : Luminous blue variables (LBV) are

the stars distributing in the highest part of the

HR diagram, and characterized by their large

mass loss through eruptive events. Recent

studies of three prototype LBV, h Car, P Cyg,

and AG Car, are reviewed, along with their

associated nebulosities. In particular, spectral

changes in and around the periastron passage of

h Car in 2003 have been extensively observed,

and opened a new debate on its physical nature.
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