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' Posted by u/kumachand20 7 months ago

‘; Package seized by Japanese customs mait -z

Posting this because there is very little info on Japan, and the info that I've read is mostly people talking bs about what
they don't know. Hoping to help by giving some first hand info. Last week we got raided by Japanese customs and the
Japanese pelice. They intercepted a package containg 3.5g of marijuana at customs with my Japanese husband's name on
it. Customs obtained immigration, residency and health insurance records, followed us for a few days and were able to
get a search warrant with this information. During the raid, 8 people entered our apartment and searched (albeit quite
neatly and respectfully) the place. The party included 2 police officers, 5 customs officers, and an interpreter. When they
didn't find anything, the 2 police officers left. Custamns confiscated our phanes, my ipad, laptop, 3 pipes and a grinder. My
husband and [ were then escorted in separate cars to the customs office and separately interrogated. [ wasn't very
talkative, and my interrogator explained the situation in legal terms to me. There are 3 conditions that we need to meet in
order for it not to become a criminal case, First~if it's a first offence, second=-if the amount of drugs is deemed to be for
personal use, and third-if they don't find drugs during the raid. We met all 3 conditions, that's why the police left. A
customs case means that we pay a fine just like a traffic infringement, and we don't get a criminal record. A criminal case
means a full investigation and a trial with the verdict decided by a judge. Now, in Japan, and Asia in general, trials are not
like in the west. A person’s character is on trial. Do they have hard evidence? Well, this really depends on what they
consider to be incriminating. One package with a name, was enough to get a search warrant... We'll get off with a fine this
time, because we cooporated and they decided that we are generally good people who made a mistake. We were super
super lucky. Moral of the story, Japanese customs are pretty good at what they do. If you're thinking about ordering
drugs, reconsider or at least keep the amount small. ps - got a 170,000yen fine, no crim record or visa restrictions. also,
stealth tip: japanese customs need a warrant to open a letter but can open a package without it, so letters go through
easily.
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