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North- & South Korea

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1910 Japan annexed the strategically important peninsula of Korea and oppressed its population for decades. As Japan capitulated at the end of World War II in 1945, Russian troops invaded North Korea and American troops South Korea to disarm all Japanese units. This in fact meant a division into two parts for the country. All attempts by the UN to reunite Korea failed. In 1948 free elections took place in South Korea, yet these were boycotted by North Korea. The UN recognised the South Korean government appointed on 1 January 1949 as the legal government of all Korea, wherefore the USA started the withdrawal of its troops. In North Korea the "Democratic People's Republic of Korea" was proclaimed with a constitution similar to the Soviet Union. On 25 June 1950 North Korean troops attacked South Korea to expand the Communist rule over all of Korea. The UN resolution dated 27 June 1950 demanded military support for South Korea from all member states and with the resolution dated 7 July 1950 the USA was appointed leader for the UNC-troops (United Nations Command). The UNC-troops immediately launched their offensive. Bitter fighting with heavy losses for both sides occurred until cease-fire negotiations started in June 1951 under the auspices of the UN.
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Goals

• maintenance of world peace

• obtain international co-operation to solve different 
problems

United Nations Organization
General AssemblySecurity Council

UN

10+5

Members

192

Switzerland has been a full member of the UN since 10 September 2002; head 
of mission is an ambassador as a permanent representative.

Switzerland has the right to vote and elect in the General Assembly.

Belongs to the 14 countries which contribute more than 1% to the UN budget.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The United Nation Organisation can bring forward a motion for a task, a mandate, for a peace-keeping operation and therefore for the support of different nations. UN resulted out of the unfortunate League of Nations in 1945. The Security Council decides over peace-keeping mandates and proclaims sanctions. It contains 15 members of which 5 are permanent: the People‘s Republic of China, Great Britain, USA, France and Russia. The goals of UN have been fixed in its founding document, the Charter of the United Nations. The expression „Peace-Keeping“ is not mentioned explicitly in the Charter. It is found the first time in 1956 and it has been used since as the „unwritten chapter VI 1/2“ for the „Pacific Settlement of Disputes“ (chapter VI of the Charter).
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Principles of a UN intervention 

conflict

Deployment

Security Council
UN

mandate contingentfinances

agreement of the 
conflict parties

UN-resolutions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The following four conditions have to be fulfilled for a UN Peace-Keeping Operation: consensus of the Security Council consensus of the conflict parties consensus of the troop-contributing nations   (UN can not command any troops) consensus of financingUN‘s means are blue helmets as well as blue berets (observers). Blue helmets are lightly armed for self-defence and national contingents can reach battalion strength. Blue berets are unarmed and operate in small teams. Both blue helmets and blue berets have to be strictly impartial.As the UN was a war leading party, NNSC delegates are regarded neither as blue helmets nor as military observers (blue berets). The mandate was allocated to the NNSC by the cease-fire treaty of the two belligerent parties North and South Korea. As military personnel of their own country, the NNSC delegates are called to impartially fulfil their military-diplomatic mission.
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The Armistice

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After two years of hard negotiations an armistice agreement was reached on 27 July 1953. Fighting had been going on all along during the negotiations, since both sides had wanted to secure the best possible positions for a future agreement.The existing frontline (roughly along the 38th parallel) was accepted as the military demarcation line and ever since a demilitarised zone has separated North and South Korea.The parties agreed to the instalment of two neutral commissions: Neutral Nations' Repatriation Commission (NNRC) Neutral Nations' Supervisory Commission (NNSC)The NNRC ended its activity on 21 February 1954, since it had fulfilled its mission (execution and completion of the exchange of prisoners). The NNSC still exists yet with an altered mandate.
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The Swiss Engagement

On 13 June 1953 the Swiss Federal 
Council decided to deploy a Swiss
delegation to both neutral missions
in Korea:

• 96 all ranks to the NNSC

• 50 all ranks to the NNRC

This step initiated the Swiss participation to peace-
supporting missions for the UN.

It was a matter of course that all Swiss took along their 
personal weapon for self-protection.
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The Mandate

Originally the NNSC' mandate was for 
a supervising body and was made up 
of the four states Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, Sweden and 
Switzerland. Their tasks were:
• supervise
• observe
• inspect
• investigate

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The NNSC was supposed to supervise that both parties complied with the armistice agreement, which was mainly set up to prevent rearmament.The NNSC was stationed on both sides of the demarcation line, within the demilitarised zone and was staffed with officers from Switzerland and Sweden, as suggested by South Korea as well as from Poland and Czechoslovakia, as suggested by North Korea. The four countries cooperated in their tasks and built inspection teams to supervise the ports of entry in South and North Korea. The cease-fire agreement between North and South Korea gives the NNSC the functions of supervision, observation, inspection and investigation. At the beginning of the mission, these extensive functions, however, were reduced to supervise the exchange of military personnel and war material between North and South Korea at ten ports of entry and, on demand of one of the war parties to investigate alleged breaches of the cease-fire. 
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A new mandate

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yet Korea obstructed the Swedish and Swiss inspection teams to such an extent that a serious fulfilment of the mandate became impossible.Therefore, already in the summer of 1956 until 1993 the NNSC ceased their controls but solely forwarded the war parties' reports on entering and leaving military persons to the Ceasefire Commission. The NNSC had changed from a supervisory body to an element providing rounds of talk. As a result, the four countries reduced the strength of their delegations step by step.From 1956 on the main task of the NNSC is to mark a symbolic-institutional presence at the inner-Korean demarcation line and in that way to show that the armistice agreement is still valid. No peace agreement has been signed up to date.
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Reduction step by step

Due to the changed mandate Switzerland reduced its 
effective strength of the NNSC delegation as follows:

1953 

1956

1960

1978

1994

96
14

9
6
5

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1993 Poland and Czechoslovakia withdrew from Korea because of the political upheavals in Eastern Europe. Today five Swiss representatives and four Swedish representatives stationed in Panmunjom, South Korea, are on duty for the NNSC. Occasionally, Polish delegates attend the meetings at Panmunjom - however through South Korea, as Poland has changed sides politically.
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The Swiss delegation today

Ministry of Defence or 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Ministry of Defence 

head of delegation:
assignment for 3 to 5 years

4 members of delegation :
reserve officers,

assignment for 1 to 2 years

NNSC-delegation consisting of 5 members

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Make-up of the delegation:Head of delegation: rank of a major general Deputy head of delegation: reserve officer / career officer with the rank of a lieutenant colonel  or colonelSecretary: reserve officer / career officer with the rank of a captain or majorQuartermaster: reserve officer / career officer with the rank of a captainCamp officer: reserve officer / career officer with the rank of a captain
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Requirements and qualifications

12 months

55
E

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NNSC-delegates must fulfil the following requirements: at least lieutenant (US: first lieutenant) certified professional training or completed studies availability at least 12 months Swiss passport good knowledge of both written and oral English physical fitness, team-worker, can take mental 	 stress not older than 55 at the start of the assignment
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Training

lenght: 4 weeks + 1 week place: SWISSINT

E

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The NNSC-delegates attend the 4 week military observer course UNMOC in Stans. Together with the military observers they are trained in observing, reporting, patrolling and mediating/negotiating. Freshening up of basic medical knowledge is part of the training programme as well as communication techniques, procedures and lessons on the different mission areas and conduct towards the media. Additionally the NNSC-delegates are instructed in „international military culture“ (social events, meetings, behaviour on the international parquet). The course language is exclusively English.Shortly before their deployment the NNSC-delegates are trained again for their mission area for one week in Stans. 
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Funding

Expenditure 2006         CHF 1,29 million
Expenditure 2007 CHF 1,13 million
Expenditure 2008 CHF 1,23 million
Expenditure 2009 CHF 1,32 million
Expenditure 2010 CHF 1,25 million

Budget 2011 CHF 1,21 million

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The so-called "Commission in Korea" is funded through an item of the EDA (Federal Department of Foreign Affairs; Foreign Ministry). Operational control of the budget lies with SWISSINT (Swiss Armed Forces INTernational Command).The budget is adjusted by the Foreign Ministry on the basis of our needs.Personnel expenditure amounts to around two thirds of the total costs.
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Swiss Club at the Swiss camp
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The presence of Swiss officers in Korea is very important.
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Over the blue bridge to the weekly meeting
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In a weekly NNSC-meeting



Swiss Armed Forces 18

Armed Forces International Command SWISSINT_presentation NNSC

Pagoda of Peace 
at Panmunjom
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Watchtowers North and South Korea
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Skyline of Seoul
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Former city gate in downtown Seoul
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Market in Seoul
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