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A STUDY ON THE CREATION OF THE CHINESE TERM
i "HUAXUE j+IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY CHINA

SHEN Guowei
£” Kansai UniversityE~ Qosaka£~ Japan£©

Abstract j °Huaxuej£-a Chinese term translated from the English termj ©chemistry j £-appeared in
Shanghai in the 1850s. In the spring of 1855£-n Chinese scholar named Wang Tao noted in his diary that
the missionary Hudson Taylor told him there was a modemn scientific disciplinej ® Huaxuej*in the West.
The term was first introduced in publication in 1857 whenij ® Huaxue j*appeared in Alexander Wyliej s
Shanghae Serial. As Wang was Wyliei s collaborator in translating Western booksE-we conclude that
Wang introducedi ° Huaxueitin Shanghae Serial . Through Shanghae Serial£- ° Huaxuejtwas learned by
Chinese scholars. j°Huaxuejtwas introduced into Japan in the 1850sE-and replaced the old translated
termj °seimij£-a term translated from the Dutch wordj °chemiei® Byi °Huaxuej+as a case studyE-the au-
thor traces the coinage and spread of the technical term in the introduction of Western science in nineteenth
— century Chinaf-and probes into the exchange of technical terms between China and Japan.

Key words chemistryE=Wang Taof-Alexander WylieE-Hudson Taylor£- Shanghae Serial
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